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DIALOGUE X. 


6 HERON, impreſſed with 5 u | 
S Converſation, was very deſirous to re- 
ſume the Subject, and renew the im- 
portant Debate. With this View, 
He conducted his Friend into a Netire- 
ment, commodious for the Purpoſe. 

They enter a ſpacious Lawn; which lay oppoſite 
to the Houſe, and opened itſelf in the Form of an 
expanded Fan. The Mounds, on either Side, were 
drefled in Verdure ; and ran out in a ſlanting Direc- 
tion. The whole, to an Eye placed ata Diſtance, 
bore.the Reſemblance of a magnificent Viſta ; con- 
tracting, by flow Degrees, its Dimenſions ; and leſ- 
fening, at laſt, into a Point. Which, the regular 
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and graceful Seat, with all imaginable ben 
pred. 

Nature nad ank 158 n into a gentle Dijlink. 
| On whoſe ample Sides, were Oxen browzing, and 
Lambs friſking. The luſty Droves lowed, as they 
| paſſed; and the thriving Flocks, bleated welcome 
Muſic in their Maſter's Ear.— Along the Midſt of 
this verdant Slope, was ſtretched a ſpacious and ex- 
tenſive Wall. Which, coated with Gravel, and 
fenced with Palliſadoes, looked like a plain Stripe 
of Brown, interſecting a Carpet of the brighteſt 


Green. — At the Bottom, two handſome Canals, 


copiouſly ſtocked with Fiſh, ſometimes floated to 
the Breeze; ſometimes ſtood unmoved „ pure as 


ce the Expanſe of Heaven.” The Waters, beheld 


from every Room in the Houſe, had a fine Effect 


upon the Sight; not without a refreſhing Influence 


on the Imagination. —At the Extremity of one, was 
planted aftately. Colonade. The Roof, elevated on 
Pillars of the /onic Order; the Area flabbed with 


Stones, neatly ranged in the Diamond- faſhion. 


Several Foreſt- chairs accommodated. the Anglers 
with a Seat, while the nn Dome ſupplied them 
wok a Shade. 

ing: and on the Margin of the other 
Dil, was erected a Summer-houſe, of a very ſin- 
gular Kind.— The lower Part had an Opening to- 
wards the North; it was cool; it was gloomy ; and 
had never ſeen the Sun. It carried the romantic 


Air of a Grotto, or rather the penſive Appearance - 


ef a Hermit's Cell. The Outſide was coarſe and 
rugged with protuberant Stones. Partly over-ſpread 
with Ivy, partly covered with Moſs, it ſeemed to be 


the Work of antient Years, You deſcend, by Steps 
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DIALOGUE IX. „I 


of Turf; and are obliged to ſtoop as you paſs the 
Door. A ſcanty Iron Grate, with certain narrow 
Slits in the Wall, tranſmit a glimmering Light; 
juſt ſufficient to diſcover the inner Structure. 
Which appears, like one continued Piece of Rock- 
Work; a Cavern cut from the ſurrounding Quarry. 
Above, hung an irregular Arch; with an As- 
pect, that ſeemed to preſage a Fall, and more than 
ſeemed to alarm the Stranger. Below, lay a Pav- 
ing of homely Pebbles; in ſome Places, a little 
furrowed; as though it had been worn, by the fre- 
quent Tread of ſolitary Feet. All around, were 
Ruſticity and Solemnity; Solemnity, never more 

viſibly ſeen, than through a Gloom. The Furni- 

ture, of the ſame groteſque Faſhion, with the Apart- 

ment. A Bench hewed, You would ſuſpect, by 

Nature's Chizzel, out of the folid Stone. A Sort 

of Couch, compoſed'of ſwelling Moſs, and ſmall 

fibrous Roots.—From one Corner, trickled a pure 

5 Spring: which crept, with a bubbling Moan, along 
| the channeled Floor; till its Current was collected 


|| into a Baſon, rudely ſcooped from the Ground. On 
the Edge of this little Receptacle, lay chained a ruſty 
. Bowl; and over it, ſtood an antique worm- eaten 


Table. On the leaſt obſcure Part of the Wall, you 

. diſcern, dimly diſcern, a Parchment Scroll; inſcribed 

with that. ſage, but mortifying Admonition; V a- 
MIT oF VANITIESI ALL 1s VANITY 
|. Over this Receſs, ſo pleaſingly horrid, and adapt- 
ad to ſolemn Muſings, aroſe an open and airy Belvi- 
dere, You aſcend by winding Stairs; and, coming 
from the uncouth Abode below, are ſweetly ſurpriſed 
with an elegant Hexagon. The Cieling lofty, and 
f decorated with the ſofteſt richeſt, almoſt flowing 
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6 DIALOGUE KN. 
Fret-work. The Wainſcot, in large Pannels of 
Oak, retained its native Auburn: fo beautifully 
plain, that, like an amiable Countenance, it would 


have been disfigured, rather than improved, by the 
moſt coſtly Paint. On this were diſpoſed, in gilded 
Frames, and to great Advantage, a Variety of en- 


tertaining Landſcapes. But none ſurpaſſed, none 
equaled, all were a Foil to, the noble lovely Views, 
which the Windows commanded. — The Chimney- 
piece, of white ſhining Marble, ſtreaked with Veins 
of vivid Red. Over it, was carved a fine Feſtoon 
of artificial, in it, was ranged a choice Collection 
of natural Flowers.—On a Table of gloſſy Walnut, 
lay a portable Teleſcope; attended with De 
Seaſons, and Vanierii Prædium Ruſticum *. 


The Whole was fitted up in the higheſt Taſte, 451 


furniſhed with every pleaſurable Ornament. On 
purpoſe to harmonize with that laviſh Gaiety, which 


ſeemed to ſmile over all the Face of Nature. On 
purpoſe to correſpond with that vernal Delight, which 
came breathing on the Wings of every fragrant Gale. 
| may add, on purpoſe to remind the Beholder of 


thoſe immortal Manſions, which are decorated with © 
Images infinitely more ſplendid, with Objects un- 


| * more e Where holy Beings will 


py . e N A moſt een Latin 
Poem: which treats of every remarkable Peculiarity, re- 


lating to the Buſineſs of a Country Life, or the Furni- 


ture of a Country Seat. It entertains us. with. a De- 
ſeription of the moſt agreeable Objects; in an eaſy Flow, 
of the pure Language, and moſt mu/ical Numbers. 


It is, I think, one continued Beauty. Superior to 
every Thing of the Kind, I have met with among the 


Moderns ; and ſcarcely, if at all, unworthy the firſt Ge- 


"_ | 
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nius of the Auguftar Age. Uni Firgitio ſeeunduc, * f 


DIALOGUE X. 5 
ſpend, not a few vacant Hours in refined Amuſe- 
ment, but a boundleſs Eternity in the Conſumma- 


tion of Joy.— For, to a well- turned Mind, Nature 
is a Preceptor ; and theſe are her intrustive Leſſons. 


To the pure in Heart, even Senſe is edifying; z and 


| theſe are its delicate Moralities. 


The redundant Waters of the Canal, rolled off in 
a ſpreading Caſcade. Which, tumbling from many 
a little Precipice, ſoothed the Air with a Symphony 
of ſoft and gurgling Sounds. Nor ever intermitted 
the obliging Office, a 


From Morn to Noon, from Neen 1 to 2 Eve. 


But, when the fanning Breezes dropt their Wines : 
when the feathered Choir were huſhed in Sleep; 
when not ſo much as a chirping Graſhopper, was 
heard throughout the Meads ; this liquid Inſtrument 


ſtill played its Solo: {till purſued its buſy Way, and 
. Warbled, as it lowed, melodious Murmurs. 


Aſp. Such, Theron; ſo uniform, uninterrupted, 
and invariable, ſhould: be our Conformity to the 
Precepts of the Law.—But alas! thoſe ſacred Pre- 
cepts are ſo exceedingly broad, that the-moſt enlarged 


human Obedience, is far from being commenſurate 
to their Extent: ſo abſolutely bly, that our higheſt 


Attainments fall vaſtly ſhort of their exalted Perfec- 
tion, How then can We expect Juſtification, from 


ſuch a conſummate Rule? How dare We place any 
Dependence, upon ſuch imperfe& Duties? 


When You was pleading for ſuch a Method of 


Juſtification, Vou put me in Mind of the Conſul 
 Mummius. I could not but think of thoſe memor- 


able Orders, which He gave the Merchant, who | 
i A 4: under- 
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: undertook to nw, A fine Grecian AD. to | 


Rome. | 


Ther. Sa of he Conſul, * Would Sm 


ſaid the Clown Mummius. No Clown ever diſco» 
vered a more groſs and indelicate Taſte, than that 
Illsftrious Booby. _ For any One to talk of making 
new Antiques *, was Folly and Nonſenſe to the laſt 


of regaining and ſecuring the Favour of GOD, 


by our PSUR, our Reformation, our ic holy 
Duties ? 9288 


f = 
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4 Aſp. 


. 8 was de of the Rn . and, 
on Account of his ſignal Victories in Achaia; ſurnamed 
lebaicus. Though a ſucceſsful Warrior, He was no very 


A acute Connoiſſeur. Of this, the Story to which Aſpaſie 
refers, is a pretty evident Proof. aving conquered 


and plundered the City of Corinth, there was found, 
among the Spoils, a moſt curious Collection of Pictures 


Maſters, that Greece itſelf had 1 What ſhall 
He do with theſe incomparable Remains of Antiquity ? 
He reſolves, forſooth, upon tranſmitting them to Rome ; 


As Water-carriage was moſt convenient, He agrees with 
the Captain of a Veſſel; charges Him to take particular 
Care, of the Freight; and adds, very ſeriouſly adds; 
That in Caſe they were loft in their Paſſage ge, He would oblige 
Him to provide new ones. A Saying, deſervedly ridiculed 
by: all Men of Senſe, as a moſt egregious Soleciſm in 
42 and Delicacy. | 


| Demens! qui Nimbes be non imitabitl 8 
Are & OO gs outer mm | 


— 


Tf this Reprehenfon of the Poet's, is 3 to Mum- 
minus, and his ill 
may it be appli 
timents. 


Degree. But is it equally abſurd, for Us to talk | 


and Statues 3 wrought by the ableſt Hands, and greateſt 


that they may mate @ Shexw, on the Day of his Triumph. 


ged Menace; how much more juſtly ' 


e to Theres, r Sen 
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DIALOGUE E. * 
Ad. I fee very little odds in the Caſe, truly. 
Becauſe, the Means, which Vou would uſe, are 


impracticable; ; and the End, at wand Tk aim, 


is s unattainable; unleſs 
— — — One greater Man 
Reftore Us, and regain the bliſsful Seat. 


Mi ton, You obſerve, had no Notion of Man's re- 
ſtoring Himſelf; or regaining the Favour of GOD, 
by his own Reformation: Such an Attempt, ac- 


cording to his Way of thinking, were ſomewhat 


like the Conceit of making new Antiques, What 


Hand could give Us Jupiter, in all his commanding 
| Majeſty, but the Hand of Phidias? What Pencil 


could ſhew Us Venus, in all her attractive Beauty, 


but the Pencil of Apelles? Much more may We 
aſk; what Obedience could equal the Perfection of 


the divine Law, but the Obedience of CHRIST? 
Or what Expedient can reconcile Sinners to their 


offended GOD, but only the Blood and Righte- 


ouſneſs of his beloved SON? 


Ther. Pray, let me aſk in my Turn—Becauſe 


Mankind are incapable of pleaſing their MAKER, 


by yielding an abſolute and invariable Obedience to 


the moral Law; does it follow from thence, that 
they cannot render themſelves acceptable to Him, 


by an univerſal Courſe of fincere Obedience ? 
Aßp. I think, it follows from what has been already 


obſerved, If You defire new w Arguments: ny are 


at hand. 


Dye Law, ſays VA Teacher of the Gentillic is the 
Miniftration of Death . How can this be true, if 


it 


4 N12 2 Cer. iii. 7. In this . I 2 che Apoſtle 


meant the — . and that b 3 
alone 
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it requires no more than a incere Obedience; ſuch 


as is proportioned to our infirm State? If this be 


ſufficient to juſtify, and intitle Us to our CRE A- 


TO R's Favour; the Law ceaſes to be the Mini- 
ſtration of Condemnation. It becomes (which is 
| flatly contradictory to the Apoſtle's 8 Doctrine) the 
Miniſtration of Righteouſneſs. 
The Law is ſtiled, by the ſame inſpired Teaches, 
A Schoolmaſier to bring Us to CHRIST +. How 
can it, upon your Suppoſition, be qualified for ſuch 
an Office? If a fincere Obedience be the Whole 
of its Demands, it can no longer direct Us to 


CHRIST; it will no longer deliver Us over to a 
RE DE EME R's Merit; but muſt engage and 
attach Us to itſelf. Teaching Us to look upon its 


Precepts, and our own conſcientious Obſervance of 
h them, as the Tenure of eternal r. 


1 


alone was auritten and engrawen on 1 Elſewhere, I | 


believe, He uſes the Word in a larger Senſe ; and in- 
tends to exclude all Law whatever, from bearing any 
Share in our Juſtification. - 

. + Gal. iii. 24. Ilawaſuy®:, 4 School-maſfter. Who pre- 
| tends not to finiſþ the Education of Youth,; but direQs 
them to, and prepares them for, higher Studies, or no- 


bler Employs. The Law, in like Manner, aims not at 


furniſhing Us with a Title to eternal Happineſs ; but 4% 
pofes and diſciplines Us, for the All- ſufficient RED EE M- 
ER, and his free Salvation. 

Some have thought, that ue Xpiror ſignifies, Until the 

Coming of CARIS fo But this will hardly conſiſt with 


the Genius of the Langua 72 or _ the Import of the 
might be juſtified by Faith. — 


following Clauſe, That 
Beſides, this would confine the Efficacy of the Law, to 
that Period of Time, which preceded our LOR D's In- 
carnation. Whereas, it alt does, and always will act, 

(until. this Corruptible ſhall put on Incortuption) in a 
Way of Subſerviency to his Merits. _ 


1 — * — 


 FIATLOGUE'E xy 

Do You inſiſt upon a third Proof? A third pre- 
ſents itſelf. Not ſo much founded on Argumenta- 
tion, as deduced from Example. How was Abra- 


ham *, the Friend of GOD, and Father of the 


Faithful, juſtified? By a Courſe of ſincere, or by 
many Acts of heroic Obedience? No; but by 
Faith in the promiſed MESSIAH. Abraham 
zworked not, with a View to obtain Juſtification ; 
but beleved on Him, who juſtifieih the Ungodiy.— How 
was David *, the Man after GO D's own Heart, 
juſtified? By his Zeal for his CREATOR' 
Glory, or by his eminent Services to his Fellow- 
creatures? No; but by a Righteouſneſs imputed : 
even that Righteouſneſs of the blefied REDEEM- 
ER, through which Iniguity is fergivev, and Sin 
pardoned.—And: can We be ſaid to walk humbly, 
or can We be thought to walk ſurely, if, refuſing 
to tread in the Steps of theſe exemplary Saints, We 
divert into a Path of our own deviſing? 
_ Ther, Of our on deviſing! No, my Friend: 
there is a milder Law introduced by the Goſpel, con- 
FFC BY ' deſcending 
** Theſe two Examples are, with the greateſt Judg- 
ment ſelected, and with the utmoſt Propritty applied. 
Rom. iv. 1, c. Rom. iv. 6, Fc. -Abrabam was the moſt 


illuſtrious Pattern of Piety, among the Fexw7/b Patriarchs: 


In Glory there wwgs None like Him, Ecelus xliv. 19. David 
was the moſt zealous and ſeraphic of the Fexvifh Kings: 
A Man 5 boa G O D's own Heart, 1 Sam. xili. 14.—If 

neither of theſe diſtinguiſhed Perſonages, was juſtiſied by 


Bis oaun Obedience; but each by an imputed Righteouſ- 
neſs: If they both obtained Acceptance with GOD, not 


as uprigbt Beings, who might claim it; but as /infal Crea- 
tures, who muſt implore it; the Conſequence” is glaring. 


It is ſuch, as muſt ſtrike every attentive Underſtanding ; 
muſt affect every individual Perſon ; and ſeclude all Man- 


ner of Works, even thoſe of the higheſt Saint, from any 


the leaſt Degree of Ingrediency into Juſtification. 
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deſcending and merciful to our Infirmities, which 
| om of Sincerity inſtead of perfect Obedience? 
Asp. When was this milder Law introduced, and 
the ſtricter abrogated ?—Not upon the Entrance of 
Sin, I preſume. At this Rate, the original Law 
muſt be the Creature of a few Days, perhaps of a 
Heurs only. But can We imagine, that the 
All-wiſe and Unchangeable'G OD would ordain a 


Syſtem of Precepts, to be diſannulled, as ſoon as 


enatted ? Not in our LORD's Time, I am very 
certain. That holy Commandment, which re- 
quires ſupreme Love to GOD, and perfect Charity 
to Men, He aſſures Us, was ſtill in Force“. Nay, 
it is evident, from the Nature of the D E I. 
and from our Relation to one another, That it al- 
| ways will be in Force; that it never can er but 
is neceſſary and everlaſting. 

„ A milder Law, condeſcending to our Tnfrmi- 
« ties What can be the Purport of ſuch an Inſti- 
tution ? It muſt be ſuppoſed to ſpeak the following 


Language; Be it known unto You, O Children 


ce of Adam, that You are no longer enjoined to love 
« the LORD with all your Strength, nor to love 
« your Neighbour as Yourſelves.—Once, indeed, I 


« inſiſted upon abſolute Purity of Heart; now I can 
NO 3 with ſome Degree of evil Concupiſcence. | 


« —Since CHRIST is come, and his Goſpel 
1 4 You need not always be clothed with 


& Humility ; but may feel ſome little Emotions. of | 
« Pride,—In ſhort; becauſe You are-weak, I will 


44 connive; or even accommodate my Demands to 
4 your enfeebled and depraved Condition.“ 


. xxii. 3, 38, 39. 


Not 
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DIALOGUE wy 


Not to urge (what muſt be ſhocking to every Ear) 
That ſuch a Doctrine would make the HOLY 
ONE of GOD, a Miniſter of Sin; and the Go- 
ſpel of our Salvation, a Patent for Licentiouſneſs. 


Let me only aſk—Does this agree with our LORD's 


Declaration? One Fot or Tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſa 


| from the Law, till all be fulfilled *. —Is this ſuitable 
to the Perfections of the Divine LE GIS LA 


TOR? With whom is no Variableneſi, nor Shadow 


of Turning + ?—Will this conſiſt with the avowed 


Relolution of the Almighty JEHOVAH ? He will 
magnify the Law, and make it honourable 4. 


| Ther. However You may decry, what I call the 
milder Law, St. Paul aſſerts it to be the Chriſtian 


Scheme. This he ftrenuouſly argues for, as the 
only Scheme by which any Man can be juſtified in 
the Sight of GOD. _ 

Aſp. Does He, Theron ? In what Epiſtle ? What 
Chapter What Verſe ?—He ſays, addreſſing Him- 


ſelf to the Galatian Converts ; I do not fruſtrate the 


Grace of GOD; for, if Righteouſneſs came by the 
Law, CHRI STi is dead in vain l. From which 


Paſſage, We learn two very momentous Truths. 
That, were we to derive a juſtifying Righteouſneſs 


from the Law, this would not only be derogatory to 
the Honour of Grace, but ſubverſive of its very Be- 


ing.— That by ſeeking Juſtification through our 


own conſcientious Behaviour, We make, as far as in 
Us lies, the Death of CHRIST a vain Thing; 
for which there was no Occaſion, and of which. 


there is no Oſe. 


bs OOTY 
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* Matt. v. 18. 18 Jam. i. 17. 2 Ifai. xlii. 21. 
Gal. ii. 21. - e © 7; a: 


{ 
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To the fame Purpoſe it is written i in 3 invalu- 


able Epiſtle to the Romans *; If they which are of 
the Law be Hears; if they, who truſt to their own 
Performances of the Law, are thereby intitled to the 


heavenly Inheritance; Faith is made void, and the 


Promiſe made of none Effect. — See now, my Friend, 

the Tendency of your Opinion] It is not a mere 
ſpeculative Miſtake; an Error of inconſiderable Con- 
ſequence; but fuch as ſtrikes at the Fundamentals 
of the Goſpel. Inſtead of being the only Chri/tian 
Scheme, it totally overthrows + Chri/tianity itſelf. 
For, it would render the Promiſe abortive, and ſu- 
perſede the Neceſſity of Faith. It would deſtroy the 


very Exiſtence of Grace, and make even the Death 2 


of CHRIST a ſuperfluous Tranſaction. 
"Ther, This I fee, Aſpaſio; That the Method IX 


obtaining Acceptance on Account of our own Sin- 


cerity, is a benign Expedient; fuch as correſponds 
with the compaſſionate Nature of the DEIT. * ; 


andi is, what the Apoſtle ſtiles, being Jufhfied by Faith, 


without #he Deeds of the Lato. 


{5 ol Reid: iv. 14. | 
+ 8. Paul ſays of thoſe Preachers, Who . Juſti- 


fication by the Works of the Law, They would pervert, 
or (as the Original Adlagprha may be tranſlated) ſubvert 


and overthrow the Goſpel of CHRIST.—To- pervert, 


ive a wwrozg Turn, or a fal/e Colour, ſeems not to expreſs 
fully the Apoſtle's Idea, nor to preſerve the native Ener- 
of his Argument. The Greek Word is equivalent to 
the Hebrew Jan, whit we generally render evertere. 
Gal. 1. 7. 
It may be worth our: le; to tranſcribe Beza's De- 
| ſcant upon the Paſſage: which is no leſs pertinent, than 
3t is important. Quid enim magis contrarium eft Fidei, frue 
gratuit Tuftificationi, qaam Juſtificatio ex Lege, five Meri- 
tis, nen CHRISTI fed noſiris ? Itaque gue wolunt ifa 


&no cenciliare, magis etiam funt inepti, guidm % quis conetur 


Lucem cum Tenebris, Mortem cum Vita conjungere, 


DIALOGUE M. x; 
Aſp. How | To be juſtified by Faith, and juſti- 


fied by Sincerity, the ſame Thing !—Is it poſſible? 


—Let me illuſtrate my Query by a Similitude, which 


our preſent Situation ſuggeſts. Sometimes an eaſy 
Compariſon is more convincing, than a laboured 


Argument. | 

From this pleaſing Eminence, We command an 
extenſive View of the Country. Our Eye connects 
the artleſs Grandeur of Nature, with, the elegant 
Embelliſhments of the Summer-houſe. Nor is the 
public Road the leaſt entertaining Part of the Scene. 


Becauſe, it preſents Us with a'moving Picture; with 
| a perpetual Succeſſion of new Objects. How many 


Travelers have paſſed in Review, ſince We took 
our Seat in this agreeable Elevation! Juſt at this 
Inſtant, a Siage- coach bolts out of the Lane: filled, 
J ſuppoſe, with Paſſengers, that reſide in the Neiwh- 
bourhood, or are to lodge in the next Market- town. 


We will ſuppoſe them ſet down at their Journey's 


End. An Acquaintance viſits them : congratulates 
them on their Arrival: and aſks that cuſtomary 
Queſtion, <© How they came? We came, ſay 


„they, without walking a Step ourſelves; yet by 
“walking, as far as We were able.” —Is this An- 


ſwer intelligible ? Are theſe Sentiments conſiſtent ? 
So' intelligible is my Friend's Doctrine. So con- 
ſiſtent i is Juſtification, vouchſafed without the Deeds 


of the Law; and Juſtification obtained, by per- 


forming the Deeds of the Law, as well as We are 


able. 


Ther. Without the t festes, Without the 
Neceſſity of an exact and unerring Conformity to it. 
Aſp. This is not without, but by the Law, quali- 


| hed i in the Ron of its Demands, and Wan 


4 F ſome· 


# _ 


16 DIALOGUE. 
ſomewhat from the Perfection of its Precepts. Could 

Lou affirm; with any Propriety; that this Part of the 
| Hemiſphere i is without the Sun? Becauſe, an inter- 
| — ond has re rg its omen and abated 


"Ns fays che Apofile? His Words ar unsther 


Flach, will determine his ag in this. If a 
State of Acceptance with-GOD, be of Works ; be 


referable to our own Obedience, whether ſincere or 


perfect: it is no more of Grate * ; no more the Ef- 
fect of free Favour, but a Recompence owing: te 
Worth, or a Reward belonging to Worth, Works 
and Grace, in Point of Juſtification, are irrecon- 
cilable Oppoſites +. On this Pinnacle they cannot 
| Nand together. One muſt ſupplant py nee 
the other. | 


But why do 1 Penk of Grace? Tf my Friend's 
Opinion prevail, Grace is at an end. What We 
took to be the Goſpel, turns out à Covenant of 


Works. Salvation ceaſes to be a free Gift, and be- 
comes a neceſſary Payment. For, 10 Him that work- 


ach, that performeth what the Law requires, #s the 


| Reward not reckoned” f Grace; but He may claim 
it, as his Due; it muſt be Lok Hin 28 e 'of 


Debt — 
o *. | f ; R 7 hes ) - 
Oo 


1 * Xt. * The bange Picdhcel by Apa v, re- 


4 fers immediately to the Doctrine of Election and but re- 


notely to the Privilege of Juſtification. However, as the 


former includes the latter, if hat be perfectly free, 2hi; 
cannot be the Conſequence of Works. The Argument, 
therefore, I v e e is concluſive, though t the Proof 
is not ſo direct. rer * 


4 E diametro e . — nee & 7 B & Us 


CHRISTUS: Lex kA Promiſſio : facere- 3 eredere t 
5s Opera & Figes : Merce, A Donum. BENGEL, 


* * iv. * 


o 


PPAEGECUE ww 
Ther. You take no Notice of what I urged, con- 


cerning the Benignity of this Scheme; and how 
much it magnifies the Clemency of the great L E- 
-GISLATOR. 85 


Aſp. But why ſhould Clemeney erect its Throne, 


on the Ruins of almoſt every other Attribute ?—This 


Method would diſhonour the Veracity of GOD; 

"which has denounced a Curſe, upon every 8 
tion from his revealed Will. It would depreciate 
the Adminiſtration of his Juſtice; which cannot but 


F. whatever violates his ſacred Precepts.—It 


would greatly derogate from the Dignity of his Law; 
and make it a mere Thing of Wax. To bend; 


and truckle; and take its Form, from the Sin ad 


- Weakneſs of human Nature. 


Wer. Will the divine Law then make no favour- 
able Allowances for human Infirmities, for conſti- 


een Faults, and Strength of Paſſion? 


Asp. Far be it from me to repreſent the Law of 
che MOST HIGH, either more ſtrict, or more 


yielding, than it really is. To avoid all Poſſibility 
of ſuch a Miſtake, let Us hear the Declaration of 


the Law itſelf. Curſed is every One that continueth 


not in all Things, which are written in the Book of the 


Law to do them *. 

Every One; without any Exception of Perfons ; 
without any Regard to Pleas, either of human Weak- 
neſs, or violent Temptation. Dat continueth not; it 
is not enough to obſerve theſe holy Conant. 
in the general Tenour of our Converfation. Our 
Courſe of Obedience muſt be without any Intermiſ- 
Gon; from the earlieſt Dawn of Reaſon, to the lateſt | 

You, . „ Biol 


2 „Gal. ili. 10. 


8 NI ALOGUE.DM 
Period of Life.—In all, Things; We muſt refrain 
from all the Sins, that are forbidden, and from every 
Approach towards them. We muſt practiſe all the 
Virtues, that are enjoined, and i in Wel full. Entent 
of Perfection. 

In a Word; the Law inſiſts upon Oelde 
perfect in its Principle; perfect in all its Parts; per- 
fect in every Degree; and in each of theſe Reſpects 
perpetual *. The leaſt Deficiency in any one Parti- 
cular, renders Us liable to Vengeance; and, not- 
withſtanding any Sorrow for Tranſgreſſions, not- 
withſtanding all Pretenſions to dincerity of Heart, | 
conſigns Us over to the Curſe. i 
Theron pauſed He ſeemed to be ſtruck Wich Sur- 
oriſe.==Biut rallying his Thoughts, replied. Ac- 
cording to your Interpretation, this is the Language 
of the Law; Curſed is every One, that is charge- 
able with the leg Sin. Nay, curſed is every One, 
that is not perfecłiy righteous. ., But if this be the 
Senſe of the Paſſage, Who of all F lein can be 
ſaved?!k 7 
| Ap: Say rather; . the Dun of the divine 
Law are fo de high; if its Sanction is ſo 


awfully rigorous; then muſt every Mouth be ſtopped l 
then is all the World become guilty before GOD cre 
Sand, by the ** I the Law WG: 10 og r pla 
juli. | 8 Cile 
+ nk nal 
„That the . inſiſts. 8 an > ER olutely of. 
pere, will be farther evident to the attentive. Reader, = per 
if He confiders the Tenour of St. Paul's A rgumentation, * 
in his Epiſtle to the Romans, and to the Ga jans, Piir- . 
3 5 111. 23. iv. 15. Cal. ni. 21. Which PaF- wy. 
ages imp, what Chryſoftem expreſſes ;. 8 drceior 12 
ene 1 vöfh, a 1 Q οiIð enmwonrkas. | 20s. yeſors 1 
bre. opxer Mere lontv 1 —— pat Tom. III. Pag. | . 22; 
148. Edit, Savil, * -28 


DIALOGUE ix. 19 

55 Der. Curſed is every One; that is chargeable 
&« with the leaft Sin; that is not perfectly righte- 
« ous.” I am aſtoniſhed at the Wr e ae 
wretched then is the State of Mankind! ; 
Aﬀp. Extremely wretched. And ſo nch the 


ö more, becauſe they are folding their Hands in a liſt- 
— leſs and gay Inſenſibility; when they ſhould be lift- 
| ing them up to GO D, for Deliverance from the 
- Wrath to come. Becauſe, they are ſleeping in a 
- falſe Security, or dreaming in preſumptuous Hope; 
- while they ſhould be flying to the Strong-hold, and 
"0 eſcaping for their Life; even for the Life of their 
5 immortal Souls. 
„ The State of Mankind is moſt way deſcribed by. 
„ the Prophet. The Curſe of GO, like à tre- 


mendous Fire, is kindled all around them, yet they 

knotu it not; it burns, fiercer than ten thouſand fiery 

Furnaces, yet they lay it not to Heart *.—O | that 

the Terrors of the LORD, and the Voice of Con- 

ſcience, may awaken them, may rouſe them, bes : 

fore it be too late! | 
Der. Will not ſuch exceſſively ſevere Doane | 1 
= _ People to:Deſpair? - .: } 

»» Aſp, It may. It ought.—This, Leann in- 

| creaſes your Aſtoniſnment.— But allow me to ex- 

f myſelf : A Deſpair I mean, of being recon- 

ciled to the Umighty GOD, and of obtaining eter- 
pingſs, by any Satisfaction or any Duties 
: * hi Deſpair is the Prelude to hea- 
4; venly Hope, and holy Joy. The Goſpel is a gra- by 

cious Proviſioh, made by the ſupreme royal Pre- 

rogative, for ſuch deſperate Souls. In this Deſpair, 

-Þ e ers {oo e die. 83 
. Thai, =. we N 
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Ther. Now You mention willing, how can You 
forget that gracious Manifeſto, publiſhed by thecon- 
deſcending K ING of Heaven; If there be firft a 
willing Mind, it is accepted, according to-what-a-Man 
hath, not according to what He hath not . Is it not 
plain from this Text, that infinite Goodneſs will 


admit our honeſt, though imperfect Endeavours? 


And, ſince We are not able to pay an unf ne 

will mercifully accept our beſt Obediencde. 
Ap. I do not forget, but poſſibly my Friend may 

atopy the gracious Manifeſto.— To whom was 


the Word of this Conſolation ſent? To true Be- 


lievers; who were gflabliſbed in CHRIST +; were 
ſanctiſed in CHRIST ft; and abounded in Faith ||. 
If You likewiſe, my dear Theron, acknowledge 
Yourſelf a vile Sinner in your worſt; and an un- 


| profitable Servant in your beſt Eſtate: if, in con- 


ſequence of this Acknowledgment, You fly for Re- 
fuge to the Wounds: of a crucified SAVIOUR 3 


and rely, for Salvation, only on his Obedience un- 


to Death: then, You imitate thoſe Corinthian Con- 
verts. Then Vou may apply that indulgent Decla- 


ration to Yourſelf, And then would I venture to 
. addreſs Vou; in the elegant and chearing Language 


of the royal PREACHñER; Go-thy May, eat thy 
Bread with Joy, and drink thy Wine with a merry 


Heart; for GOD now en $ both OY 5 


_ thy Performances. 1 We 
„ . ain. 14. ; 
f 2 Cor. viii. 7. l 

8 Ecrlgſi i . 7 —4 


cere-Obedience ſhall be accepted, as their juſtifying Righ- 


os: 3 as that which e their W to ever- 


ps I * 


+ 2 Cor. i i. 41. ; = 1 Cor. i 2. 


5 pets Remake be n 
guity in the Word accrpted.—If People mean, That ſin- 


DIALOGUR " 


But; if You overlook the Righteouſneſs of the 
blefled FESUS; if You depend upon Yourſelf 
and your own Attainments ; "You are (how ſhall I 
ſpeak it!) not accepted, but accurſed. Tn ſuch a 
Caſe, You have'alreadyheard y our Doom denounced, 
by the Leader of the Jet. "You may hear it rati- 
hed, by the Apoſtle of the Gentiles. As many as are 
of the Works of the Law, who ſeek Juſtification by 


their own Obſervance ve: his Senne, are under 


the Curſe *, _ 
Ther. Under the Curſe Not becauſe We pre- 
ſumptuoully-tranſgreſs; only becauſe, our Attempts 


to obey, though faithfully exerted, are attended with 
DefeRs ! Is not thidiunreaſenableand ſhocking ?— 


Vnrea ſonuble, that the GOD of Juſtice ſhould eſta- f 


bliſh a Law of ſuch conſummate Perfection, as no 
Child of Adam can, even with his utmoſt Afﬀeduity - 
and Care, fulfil? Shocking, that the GOD of Mercy 

ſhould thunder out ſo ſevere a Denunciation, on 
the leaſt i ee Breach, on n every unavoidable 


'B n $o Failure? | 


laſting F 1 xg "the Propoſition. 1s 1 falſe —If 


they mean; That the ſincere Obedience of Ne 25 Per- 
ſons, though very imperfect in itſelf, "ſhall $7 clog 
regarded in CHRIST; ſhall find Fayour through” ſs 


all-recommending Merit; 3 the Sentiment is eben 
ably true. 


When 77 igranes ſaw the reſolute and intrepid Lucullus | 
marching up, with a Handful of Men, to attack his 
Hundreds of Thouſands ; He ſaid, with an Air of Nl. 
lery; Do they come as Ambaſſadors ? Then they are a'ygreut 


W Do they advance, ar Enemies ? . Then they EDGY 


20. With much greater Propriety may 4 ay % 18 
Sincerity the gi of Faith > Then We wer ice n 
it, with the happy Apoſtle, 2 Cor. i. 12. Would Bin- 
cerity be the Condition of our Juſtification? Then Wemaſt | 
a it, with holy Jo, Chap. 1x. 15. 
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Failure This exceeds the relentleſs Rigour of 


- Draco, or the tyrannical Impoſitions of the Egyptian a 
Taſx-maſters. ' Draco is ſaid to have written his 
Laws i in Blood. Yet bis Inſtitutions, though very 


difficult to'be obſerved; were not abſolutely imprac- 


ticable. And, though , the AÆgyptian I. alk-maſters 
inſiſted” upon the full Tale of Bricks, without al- 
lowing the full Proportion of Straw, yet the Pu- 
niſhment they inflicted, was incomparably leſs AAP 
everlaſting DeſtruRion. © 


Aſp. The leaft Breach 3 take x" no for : 


| granted, that ſome Violations of Duty are ſmall 


and inconſiderable. i But this Extent and Severity | 


of the divine Law, concur to correct every ſuch 
miſtaken Apprehenſion. They inform Us; that 


thoſe Sins, in.which che Light of Nature could diſ- 


cern but little Turpitude; that thoſe Sins of which 
.the Voice of; Reaſon would be apt to ſay, I it nat 


a little one? Even thoſe Sins are unſpeakably odious, 


and intolerably loathſome, in the Eye of JEHO- 
VAH. His Nature is fo pure, and his Will ſo 


a righteous, that He cannot away with any Sin; 3. He 


will not ſpare any Tranſgreſſion; but pronounces 


6 2 "Curſe, even the Curſe, of everlaſting; Condemna- 
tion, upon all Iniquity.— This belpeaks Purity and 


* 


3 Ss Juſtice, worthy: of: 80D; great, tranſcendent, 


and deeply to be revered. Made ſenſible of this, 
"We "hall cry out with the. Pſalmiſt; My. Fleſp trem- 
Hater fear * 85 ee, ang Jam Wray N. * Fuck 


1 


7 ; Bye: this Severity; 


Yo You imagine, cache with 


< : te loyely "Attribu ute of, Rath —If GOD, Al- 

mighty, in delivering h 118 Law, to fallen Mankind, 

ee 5 TO the ee of their Tuftification 'E 
[ 


| TG your Argument would be valid, and Jour 


— — an utter Inpaſſibi 


DIALOGUE = © 


Inference: undeniable. But the Surnene LEGI- | 
SLATOR had avery different, a far more myſte- 
rious Deſign. — However, beforeWe proceed totouch 
upon this Point, let me defire to know your Opinion, 


N what Reaſons, think you, was the en or- 


| dane 8 


: Ther, For What Reaſons No deter Men ben 
the Commiſſion of Vice, and excite them to the 
Practice of Virtue. To ſet before them a Rule for 
their Conduct; which if they diligently obſerve, 
they ſhall” be en with eternal Happineſs; 


which-if they preſumptuouſſy tranſgreſs, they ſhall 
be | puniſhed with eternal Miſery. 


2555 If Man had never fallen, this Doctrine h had 


been ſound Divinity ; ; and this Method, a practicable 
Scheme. But, ever fince the Fall, ſuch a Way of 
Salvation; is ſomewhat like the North-Eaft Paſſage. 
As Mountains of Ice, and the ſevereſt Rigours of 


Winter, block up this : ſo, extreme Impotence in 
Man, and the utmoſt Perfection in the Law, bar up 
that —The Law, faith the Apoſtle, was weak. ; 
was abſolutely unable to juſtify Mankind, or any 
individual Perſon. Unable, not through any De- 
fect in its Conſtitutions, but through the Fleſh ; 


through. the Corruption, and Tofavalty. of. human 


Nature. 5 | 


2B Therefore, in mother! Place He adds * bo err 
had been a Law given, which could have g avs, He. 


155 Ren. viii. 3. "To avis 70 ropes, „ wag FFT "Apoſtle, 


Which reads fat in our 2 What the Law could not 


Bur is, in the 2 5 al, a r e ande ex · 
2 


„ 
+ Gal. iii. 21. | 18 
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4 5 IALOGUE IX, 
A Way e of ſpeaking which denotes, not a Difficulty, 


but an Impoſſibility. Exactly like that Speech of 


IEHOYAH to Abraham; Ix 4 Han can number 
tbe Duft. of . the Karth * Should You, aſk, Why 


the Law could not give a Title to Life? I anſwer, 
Becauſe fallen Man was incapable of fulfilling its 


Precepts. And why was He incapable? Becauſe 


thoſe Precepts required Perfection; inſiſted on Per- 
_ ſection; 3 and would admit of no Qhiedienie: which 
came ſhort of PerfeQtion th: to ee n EY 
 Righteouſhaſs, 15 


— 8. Man walls not the morgl Part 
Fein, and not per ines cannot live 4 it 4 
This i is a Truth, much to be regarded. It is a 


fün damental Point, and of the utmoſt Conſequence, 
in the Scheme of | Chriftianity. Vet, I know not 


how it is, N N 8 of lee it, or miſ- 


oP. 


© 
19.2 


3 . xiii. 1 . 

1 "This, A” every material Article relating to Age 
grand. Subject of 1 „are clearly ſtated, ſolidly 
eſtabliſhed; and 1 think unanſwerably defended 
little Freatiſe entitled, I Vindication 
and everlaſting Goſpels: 125 Mr. "hs Heart. When m. 
Dialogues were firſt publiſhed, I was unac uainted wit 
this moſt excellent Treatiſe. I am obli ey to a benevo- 
lent Lady, for recommending it to me, oa furniſhing” 
me with it, Who has at her own Expence, reprinted the 
Work; in order to diſtribute it amon op he” Friends, and 


beſtow i it 38 the Poor. By which, ſhe does an Honour 
to her ow 


factory, or Tue convincing. Nothin 
at the ſame I ame fo. compr. five. 1 
' Book, has the very Sinews of the Argument, and Is, 
very Marrow of the Doctrine. 

o © Mirren, Book XII. 298. 


ſo : conciſe, and 


"8 |. a 6 
of the eternal Law 


n Judgment, as well as a fingular Service to the 
Chriſtian Cauſe. I have met with nothing more ſatiſ- 


'hoey ex. has this 0 


eter} 


— 


| | | a 

, MIALOOUVETE WW 
taken it. Many well-meaning People have un- 
warily entertained the ſame Notion with my The- 
ron. Not apprehenſive, that they fruſtrate hereby 
the Grace of GOD, and render it of none Effect 
with regard to themſelves.—If You examine the 
ſeriptural Account of the ws: de will fine it 
quite of another Strain. 
— Der. Pray let me hear the ceripturat N 
h For, whenever thoſe Div INE ORACLES ſpeak, 1 
8 a all Attention. Where- ever they inerpofe their : 

Authority, I am all Submiſſion. EE 
Ap. By the Lato i the Knowleage of Sin *, Far 

35 from being our Juſtifier, it is our Accuſer. It ar- 
raigns and proves Us guilty. It demonſtrates, be- 
yond all Poſſibility of Contradiction, that the very 


W 


beſt among Us, have failed and come fhort of our 
5 Duty; nay, that the very beſt among Us, have 


4. done amiſs, and dealt wickedly. -_ 
£ I was alive without the Law once, ſays the Apoſtle +; 


1 I thought myſelf upright, obedient, holy; and en- 

© titled, by virtue of theſe Qualifications, to Life 
he eternal. © But when the Commandment came, ihining 
=. 1 

. in its Purity, and operating with Power, Sin re- 
1 vive; a clear and lively Senſe of Guilt ſhot, | ke 
+4 a piercing Ray, through all my Soul. I ſaw myſelf. 
85 chargeable with many paſt Provocations, I felt my- 5 
ng ſelf. ſubject to much remaining Corruption. In 
the conſequence of which, I died; my vain Conceits 
nd were blaſted; my preſumptuous Hopes expired; I 
he could not but acknowledge mu var leere, 80 
ti Condemnation and Death. ** 
nd Wer. It had this Effect on Saul, which Wow was a 
Oi neee ut. when 


People * 


Rom. ii. 20. * Rom. vii. 'S 
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People are virtugus and r cats what Purpoſe 4 


does it then ſerve? vl cc, 
Aßp. A very important ane. Vet flick as may, 

33 at the'firſt Hearing, affect You with à lit- 
tile Sutprite: Dhe Lato _— _—_ the A nn 
that the Offence migbr— e ee 
Ther. Be reſtrained, no Aube N38 e * 
. I kat che Offence Es Ie und *, is the 
Aﬀertions” 1 5 757585 T4... 2 Bl * 2 : RS 7 Ys 7 ea, 

Ti dees indeed! Is 3tpofible that GOD's 


Law ſhould give © ger” ito Sink: . add | 


Spurs to the Finne 
A. Let Vs beware bf. miſtaking o' our el Ca. 
Fir ox 2 »Fhe. Law entered, not that the Com nifhon 
of Sin, might be authorized, but that the Abundkriee 
of out Sins might be manifaſted.: That all Mankind, 
even your virtuous Perſons, may perceive the great 
Impurity of their Hearts 4; the great Multitude of 
their Injquities.; ; and. the horrible Sinfulneſs of 
(what is called) the. en Sin in the en of 
| GOD; £5 ©7630 87 eee 


This Eud oat not. "be en aby FORE er 3 


lared in its Demands, or warping to our 8 8 
only by a Syſtem of Precepts, every Way exact, and 
n all Degrees perfect. Whoever would repreſent 


to his Neighbour, the Spots that ſully, or the Scars 


chat disfigure his Countenance, muſt effect the Wy 
| 85 not by a ſtained, but by a pure Mirror. 


Tpber. The Knowledge of Sin, and a Conuiction of | 


aur exceeding + Sinfulneſs. /-— Theſe are mp, 


Do J ſhould not have gr . ed tt ff 
. ett ad 139 N CBE M 4. 


+ * 


| GY ay 8 4 1 A - 1 8 Rom. W. 20. 


0 And therefore WAS Law giu'n this; to ewince 
Their natural Prapity. ee B. XII. 7+ 


DIALOGUE IX 27 
FTheſe are not all. There is another Inten- 
tion of the Law, equally neceſſary, and no leſt 


awful. It reveals the Wrath of G OD, again all 


Ungodli neſs and Unrighteoufneſs of Men *.-—Having 
ſet before the Sinner, his innumerable. Offences, 
and enormous Guilt; it proceeds to the Doom, 
which He deſerves. ' It unſheaths the Sword of Juſ- 
tice, and threatens: the Offender with everlaſting 
Deſtruction. Againlt all Ungodlineſs, upon every 
Tranſgreflion, it denounces the Curſe—the w__ 
1 and eternal Curſe of GOD. | 
Ther. A modern Writer fuppoſes, that GOD 
may ſet afide'the Law, in favour of frail Men. I 
might far more reaſonably ſuppoſe, that He would 


-mitizate the Law, on the fame Conſideration. But 


what Vou urge, makes me n to o lean on 1 vow 
carious a Prop. 

Aſp. To look for @hnifort and Satvitin from this 
iter, would be worſe than leaning on a preca- 
rious Prop. It would be to lean, as the Arabian 


Proverb ſpeaks, on a Wave of the Sea: which will 


mot only fail to ſupport, but will certainly o 
up, the unadviſed and raſh Depender. For Ont 


greater than any modern Writer has affirmed, chat 


every Word or Thought, oppoſite to the n w 
the Law, renders a Man liable to Hell-fhre' +. © 
Set aſide or mitigate ! No, Theron; rather Fog 
the divine Law ſhould loſe its Honours, Sodom and 
Gomorrah were laid in Aſhes; the antient World 
was deſtroyed with a Deluge; the preſent Frame of 
Nature is deſtined to the Flames, and all its unholy 
Inhabitants will be condemned to Hell. Nay, ra- 
End chan the legt Tittle of the Law ſhould paſs 


unaceom- 


* Rom. 1, 18. | + Matt. V. 22, 20, . 
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unaccompliſhed, its Curſe has been executed on 
GOD'sown SON; and all its Injunctions have 
been fulfilled, in the Perſon of FESUS CHRIST, 
Which demonſtrates the DEITY to be inflexibly 
in n as to . Wotd, N in his perfect 
Law. 

Ther. as 1 dare not confide in the "PR provi- 
ſionary Salvo, ſo neither ean I accede to your ſevere 
and terrifying Notions.—The Laws of a wiſe and 
beneficent Governor, are calculated for the Good of 
his Subjects. What Good, what Advantage can 
accrue to Us, from receiving ſuch ee and 


poſſeſſing ſuch Convictions? r 


Ad. Though I might mention many Adviantaſes, 
I ſhall content myſelf with” ſelecting one. Which 
is not only valuable in itſelf, but the Introduction 
to every ſpiritual Bleſſing.— When, by the Inſtru- 


mentality of the Law, and the Illumination of the 


SPIRIT, We are brought under ſuch Convic- 1 
tions; then We are taught to /ez our Danger; then 
We are made to feel our Miſery : and. then We 


ſhall no longer ſleep in "Security, but ſolicitouſſy 
look out for Deliverance,” mu ah accept the 


ſovereign Remedy, 


Ther. The Law, Arent to your Repreſenta- 
tion, is intended to accuſe me to convict me—to 


condemn mæ. So it e n of A e 
a killing Syſtem. v1 


Aſp. The Letter killeth, n Spivir noeh Life *, 


If We adhere to the literal Senſe; without attendi ing 


to the ſpiritual Deſign: if We regard only the Pre- 
cept and the Sanction, as they ſtand in themſelves ; 
and neither conkder, 8 nor improve them, as acting in 

| Subſer- 
„ 1 ir: iii. 6. 


| — 
DIALGGURIES © 
Subſerviency to the MED TAT O R's: Righteouſ- 


neſs; they are doubtleſs a killing Ordinance, and 
bind Us down under a Sentence of Death. But 


' rightly improved—Hold | Let me proceed no far- 
ther with the Argument. 


You are a Sportſrnan, Can, ; and doli cht i in the 


manly Recreations of the Field. You muſt there- 


fore have read that fine Poem, which ſo elegantly 


deſcribes your favourite Diverſion. 


Ther. The CHACE, I ſuppoſe, You mean. 
Aſp. The ſame, —Do You remember the Deſerip- 


tion of the royal Stag Chace ? 


Ther. Perfectly well. It is not Weck, Cock 1 
peruſed the whole Paſſage; and with as much Plea- 


| ſure, as if it had been entirely new. 


Aſp. Then You can give me a Stmmary of the 
agreeable Narrative. 

- Ther. I can. But will not ale Chace lead Us 
very far from our Subject? 

Aſp. Perhaps, not ſo far as ; You i imagine. 1 I have 
2 Reaſon for my Requeſt. _ . 

Ther. What Reaſon, I beſeech Wend | 5 

Ab. You ſhall ſoon know. n _— me 
with-the Account. 


| Ther. I proteſt, I cannot diſcern then leaſt Cen- 


| nection, between theſe rural Sports, and the grand 


Topic of our Converſation. However, nm . 
command, I will implicitly obey. * | 
The Stag, rouſed from his Lair, ſhakes his . 
pled Sides; toſſes his beamy Head; and, conſcious 
of ſuperior Agility, ſeems to defy the gathering Storm. 
—You ſee, ſpeaking of Poetry, Lhave catched _—_ | 
ting, of the PRO Strain: ö 
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firous to hear the Sequel. 

Der. Firſt, He has reeourſe to We wad 
ear Shifts. He plunges into the Copſe; darts 
acroſs the Glade; and wheels about in doubling 
Mazes ; as though He woulg purſue, even the Foe 
He avoids. © The full-mouthed Pack unravel all his 
Windings, and drive Him from his wily Arts. 

Now; He betakes Himſelf to Flight, and confides 


in his Speed. He burſts through the Woods; bounds 


over the Lawns; and leaves the lagging Beagles far 
behind. The Beagles flow, but ſure, trace his Steps, 


| through Woods, through Lawns, | through half the 
extended Foreſt. Unwearied, ſtill unwearied, they 


urge their ardent Way, and gain n mo alarmed 


Object of their Purſuit.  _ 
Again He flies. Flies with RS” ES Swifeneſs. 


Shoots down the Steep ; ſtrains up the Hill; ſweeps 
along the Fields; and, at laſt, takes ſhelter in the 
inmoſt Receſs of ſome ſequeſtered Grove. The 
ſagacious Hounds hang, with greedy Noſtrils, on 
the Scent. They recover, by indefatigable Aſſi- 
duity, the Ground they had loſt. Up they come 


u third Time; and, joining in a general Peal of 
Vengeance, hurry the 2 Animal from his 


ſhort Concealment. ' . 

Perplexed, and in the utmoſt. Diſtreſs, He ſeeks 
the numerous Herd. He would loſe Himſelf,” and 
elude his Purſuers, amidft the Multitude of his Fel- 


lows. But they, 1 unconcerned for a Brother's-W oe, 


ſhun the miſerable Creature, or expel him from the 
Felfiſh- Circle.— Abandoned by his Aſſociates, and 


Os with | Apprelications of apploaching Ruin, 
CY | He 


- Af 80 -much the better. This enlivened Man- 
ner excites my Curioſity, - It makes me more de- 
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He trembles at every Leaf that ſhakes. He ſtarts; 


He ſprings; and wild, and ſwift as the Wind, flies 


he knows not where, yet- pours all his Soul in 
Flight;—Vain, vain are his Efforts. The horrid 


| Cry; lately leſſened, thickens upon the Gale, and 


thunders in his Ear. Now, the poor breathleſs 
Victim is full in View. His Sprightlineſs forſakes 
Him. His Agility is ſpent. See | How He toils in 
yonder Valley, with faultering Limbs, and a hob- 
ling Gait. The Sight of their Game, quickens the 
Pace, and whets the Ardour, of the impetuous 
Hounds. With tumultuous Violence they ruſh in, 


and with clamorous Joy demand their Prey. 


What can He do? Surrounded as He is, with in- 
ſulting Tongues, and ravenous Jaws? Deſpair is ca- 
pable of inſpiriting even the timorous Breaſt. Hav- 
ing nothing to hope, He forgets to fear. He faces 
about, and makes a reſolute Stand. The Trunk of 


afturdy Tree, covers his Rear; and his own branch- 
ing Horns, defend Him in Front. He ruſhes upon 
his Adverfaries ; goars ſome ; lays others groveling 
on the Turf; and makes. the whole coward Pack 


give Way. 


Encouraged by chis unexpected Succeſs, his blow 


revive. He rallies once again his drooping Spirits ; 
exerts the little Remainder of his Strength; and 


ſprings through the Midſt of the retiring Rout.—It 
is his laſt, laſt Chance. He retches every Nerve; 
| once- more loſes Sight of the Rabble from the Ken- 
nel; and, finding no Security on the Land, takes 


to the Water. He throws his burning Sides into 


the River; ſails down the cooling Stream; and 


ſlinks away to the Verge of dame little ſhelving 


Ms ee e 4 Reſting: place for his 


Feet, 
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Feet, He ſkuſks cloſe to the ſhady Margin. All 
immerſed in the Wave, excepting only his Noſtrils, 
He baffles, for a while; the prying . of Man, 

"ne the keener Smell of Brute. 

- Diſcovered, at length, and forced to quit this 
e Refuge, He elimbs the ſlippery Bank. 
Unable to fly any longer, He ſtands at bay againſt 
an aged Willow. Stands, all faint with Toil, and 

ſobbing with Anguiſh. The Crouds that gather 
round Him, with "mercileſs and outrageous Tranſ- 
port, triumph in his Miſery. A Multitude of 
. blood-thirſty Throats, joined with the ſonorous 
Horn, ring his funeral K nell.— The Tears, till 
this fatal Inſtant unknown, guſh from his languiſh- 
ing Eyes, and roll down his reeking Cheeks. He 
caſts one more Look on the Woods, the Lawns, 
the pleaſing Scenes of his former Delights. Adieu 
A long Adieu to theſe ! He now expects his Mur- | 
es and prepares, as his laſt poor Conſolation, 
to ſell his Life as dear as poſſible. 

At this moſt critical J uncture, the royal Sportſman 
comes up. He ſees the diſtreſſed Creature; and, as 
ſoon as he ſees, He pities. The Clemency, which 
- attends the Throne, accompanies even the Diver- 
ſions of Majeſty. He iſſues the high Command. 
The prohibitory Signal is given. The Pack, though 
_ eager for Blood, are checked in a Moment. And 
not rer only, but aue off * from the! Prey, 

LIST} . - Dilap- 


* cala of, th app -ehend, 5 FN fat” E vre off would 
. been more ex Peet. And this would have re- 
minded Us of a mold beautiful Metaphor, uſed by the 
ſacred Hiſtorian; when He deſcribes, or rather paints, 
"the Procedure of David, in the Cave, 1 Sam. xxiv. 7. 
His Men urged Him, and with great Vehemence, to 
flay Saul; 3 Providence had delivered that implac able 

| 4 | Per@cutor 


nce, to 
lacable 
@cutor 


ts the ſame Tryal. | | 
Thus the Strictneſs of the Law purſues. the Soul; 


DIALOGUE IE - 33 
Diſappointed and growling, they retire; and leave 
the intended Victim of their Fury, to enjoy his Li- 
'berty, his Safety, and his Eaſe again. 55 

I have now followed the Stag, till I have tired 
your Patience. Why did You ſuffer me to run on, 
at this extravagant Rate? You know I am, on 
theſe favourite Topies, an everlaſting Talker. 

Aſp. Why this Apology, Theron? I am ſure You 
did not ſee my Mouth yawn, or my Head. nod, 
while You was purſuing your Subject. Beſides, I 
intend to make Repriſals, and put your Attention 


diſlodges it from every Refuge of Lies; and never 
remits its terrifying Menaces, till the poor Delin- 


quent ceaſes from Self-confidence, and fixes on 


CHRIST for his whole Salvation *. 


The Man, perhaps, is awakened into a ſerious. 


Concern for his eternal State. In conſequence of. 


. | C | which, 


Perſecutor into his Hand. Our Tranſlation ſays, He 
broke them. Whereas the Original ſays, He tore them off, 


"eager and impatient as they were; and retained them 


from murdering the helpleſs King.—lIt ſeems to be an 
Allufion to the above- mentioned Practice of Huntſmen; 
who.zear of the ravenous Pack, and with-hold them from 
devouring the fallen Prey.—It is the ſame Word, which 
expreſſes the Action of Samęſon; when He rent aſunder 
the young Lion, and tore Him Limb from Limb. ypÞw. 
% 8 
Lex Hominem urget, donec is ad CHRIST UM con- 
fugit. Tum ipſa dicit ; Aſylum es nadtus ; deſena Te perſe- 
gut; ſapis, ſaluus es. BEnGEL. That is; the Daw urges 
and purſues the Sinner, till He flies for Refuge to 'F&- 


SUS CHRIST. [Then the Law ſpeaks to this Effect; 


ou are entered into; the Strong- bold, and T rechit the 
* Purſuit; my Demands are ſatisfied, and my Curſes 


** Hlenced. You are wiſe; You are ſafe; Lou are 


$6 happy.” ; 
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* 


which, He relinquiſhes his profane and iniquitous 4 | 
Practices. Breaks the Sabbath, and defrauds his | 


Neighbour no more;—But the Law quickly repre- 
fents; and in a glaring Light, that a negative Obe- 


Sinnen is by no means ſufficient. 
Upon this, He betakes Himſelf to a Gals of 


eee Holineſs. Gets acquainted with religious 
People, and performs religious Duties. Prays in ſe- 
eret, and attends public Ordinances. Conſcientiouſly 
obſerves the LOR D's Day, and regulates his Be- 
haviour by the Rule of GOD's Commandments. 
Now, He is ready to congratulate Himſelf on his 
remarkable and hopeful Reformation. 

Soon he- perceives, that all his Proficiency is but 


| Skin-deep : a mere outfh de Varniſh : which has not 


penetrated the inner Man. He begins, therefore, to 
watch over the Motions, and, bewail the Evils of his 


Heart. He labours to ſubdue Pride, and curb Paſ- 
Hon to purge out filthy Luſts, and to. baniſh ſpiri- | 


tual Sfickeineds. Notwithſtanding all his Vigi- 
lance, Conſcience flies in his Face, either for the 
Neglect of ſome Virtue, or the Commiſſion of ſome 
Sin. The, Law rings in his Ear that terrible De- 


nunciation; “ Curſed is He, that performeth not 


all Things.” | 


Struck by this 1 HR his Wounds bleed 
afreſh. He is obliged to ſeek ſome new Balm for his 


Sore. In order to appeaſe an offended GOD, and 


atome for his ſinful Relapſes, He makes many ſor- 


-xowful Confeſſions; 5 poſſibly, fubmits to voluntary 


| Sufferings. He denies Himſelf, and beſtows libe- 


rally on "the Poor. He fighs deeply, and mourns 
bitterly. But can Waters that are muddy, bernd 
the Garment that is d Walt 9 5 ſatisfy, O 

. 3 5 e amn 
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Fain Man, wilt Thou ſatisfy for one Sin, by com- 


mitting another? In theſe penitential Exerciſes, 


were thy Thoughts ſteadily devout? In thoſe Acts 


of Beneficence, were thy Affections truly charita- 
ble? And did both proceed from a pure undefiled 
Heart? If not, ſuch fanſied Reparations of paſt 
Faults, only aggravate the heavy Score. | 
What ſhall He do? He cannot pay. To beg He 
is aſhamed. Fain would He enter into Life, yet 
not be too much indebted to Grace. He attempts 
therefore to compound with Heaven. He binds Him- 


ſelf by ſolemn Vows, perhaps by ſacramental En- 


gagements, to uſe greater Circumſpection for the 
future. Then turns his Eye to the divine ME DI- 
ATOR}; not with a View of relying wholly on his 
Righteouſneſs ; but only to obtain ſuch a Supply, 


as may make up the Deficiencies of his own.—Some- 
what like this was the Miſtake of the Galatian Con- 


verts; againſt which St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to that 
People, ſo ſolidly diſputes, and ſo ſharply inveighs *. 
Aſſuring them, that if they add to their R E- 
DE EME R's Death and Obedience, any other 


Requiſite whatſoever, in the Matter of Acceptance 


with GOD, CHRIS Thall profit them nothing. 


For a while, He holds faſt his purpoſed Integrity. 
At length, falling ſhort, evidently if not ſeanda- 
louſly ſhort, in executing his Part, a ſtartling 
FFFFFFFTTCTT Voice 
2 Sharply indeed! For, inſtead of ſaluting them, un- 
der the honourable Title of Saints, and Faithful in 


CHRIST JESUS; He ſtigmatizes them with that ſe- 


vere Appellation, O Hboliſßi Galatians /—And as to their 


Practice, which was a Departure from Juſtification. by 
CHRIST alone, He ſtyles it, not merely an Error, but 


an Error of the moſt miſchievous and horrid Kind -an 
nfatuation, @ Bexvitchery, Tig eCagrar. Gal. iii. x. 


33 DIALOGUE IK 

Voice ſounds in his Ear, that dreadful Alarm; 
« Curſed is He that continueth not in all Things.” 
An impartial Conſcience interprets: the Voice; and 
undeniably proves, that whoever commits the leaſt 
Bin, or fails in any Point, does not continue in all 
Things. His Heart ſinks with Diſeouragement, 
and all his Reſolutions hang their enfeebled Heads. 
He has tried every Method, that He can deviſe; 
and has found every Method ineffectual. All his 
Expedients are a Spider's Web; and his 1 is 
as the Giving up of the Ghoſt ®. 

His Soul, purſued by the Law, and hunted by 
Ferber, is brought to the Gates of Death, or the 
very Brink of Deſpair. And now the PRINCE 
of Peace, now the LORD our Righteouſneſs, 
appears for his Reſcue. Now is accompliſhed that 
gracious Declaration; O 1/rael, thou haſt deſtroyed 
thyſelf, but in me 1s thy Help +.—Driven from every 
fſalſe Refuge, and a by the bleſſed SPIRIT, 
He comes weary and heavy laden to CHRIST. 
| * of the Sin of his Nature, the Sin of his 


Life, 


gt. Paul expreſſes all this in his af ual Manner; that 
is, very conciſely, yet very forcibly, Gal. iii. 23. Tro 
v0 e οτν⏑ε a (oſneteouer tig T ti We cwere kept un- 
der the Law, ſput up unto Faith, He compares the Law, 
its Demands and its Curſes, to a Garriſon or Priſon. 
by he Walls ſo ſtrong, that it is impoſſible to make a Breach 
in them; ſo high, that it is equally impoſlible to over- 
leap them. Let the confined Captive, .turn which Way 
He will, make whatever Attempt He can, there appears 
no Hope of a Releaſe; nay, there remains no Poſhbility 
of Eſcape. Until the blefled REDEEMER, by his 
Obedience and Death, open a Door of Deliverance. 
This Door Faith diſcerns; through this Doqr Faith con- 


dvds; the Sinner; and thas tranſmits Him into Light 


81 Hof. an. 9. 
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Life, and the Sin of his beſt Duties, He renounces 
Himſelf in every View. This is all his Salvation, 


and all his Deſire, that He may win CHRIST, 


and be found in Him. Did that poor afflicted Wo- 
man ſay, 1f I may but touch his Garment, I ſhall be 
whole? With equal Ardour does this enlightened 
Sinner cry; “If I may but have Fellowſhip with 
ec the glorious IMMANUEL, in his Merits 
„ and in his Spirit, I am alive from the Dead; I 
«© am happy for ever.“ 2 : 


Having ſeen a Glimpſe of the REDEEMER 


and his tranſcendent Excellency ; having received a 


Taſte from the inexhauſtible Fulneſs of his Grace; 


O! how He longs for brighter Manifeſtations! . How 


He thirſts after more plentiful Draughts !-—-J#þsſ6- 
ever comes to CHRIST, ſhall in no wiſe be caft out. 


He that awakens theſe ardent Deſires, in his due 
Time gives the deſired Bleſſings. After various 


Conflicts, the poor angodiy Wretch believes *, He 
believes, that the S ON of the MOST HIGH 
died in his Stead, and was obedient for his Juſtifi- 


cation. Believes, that all the Riches of the adored 


MEDIATOR's Life and Death are for Sinners 
—for the worſt of Sinners—for Him. 
de ene 
+ See this Work of Grace, and Procedure of Con- 
verſion, more copiouſly diſplayed, in a valuable little 


Piece intitled, Human Nature in its fourfold State, by Mr. 


Trowas BosToN,; page 227.—Which, in my Opinion, 


is one of our beſt Books for common Readers. The Sen- 


tences are ſhort, and the Compariſons ſtriking. The 


Language is eaſy, and the Doctrine evangelical. The 


Method: proper, the Plan comprehenſive, the Manger 


ſearching, convincing, yet conſolatory.— If another cele- 
brated Treatiſe is ſtyled, T he au Duty of Man, I would 


* call 
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Wl. By this Faith, receiving CHRIS and his Be- th 
i nefits, his Heart is purified; his Heart is quickened. T 
\\ He abhors every evil Way, and is fitted for every L 
| good Work. Though Temptations: aſſault Him, de 
WIE He derives Strength from his S AVIOURʒ e reſiſts C 
14 the Devil; and is faithful unto Death.— Though its 
W 1 | Ourevgtions defile Him, He flies to the Fountain * Ge 
M opened for Uncleanneſs *; makes daily, hourly Appli- 
Wl cation of the Blood of Sprinkling; and goes on his 27 
. Way, ejeioking in GOD his nas, ge 
9 * Sow, Your Diſcourſe puts we in \ mind of Abſa- * 
119 ' lem's Procedure, when Foab refuſed to make Him 1 
Wl a Viſit. The Prince ordered his Servants to ſet on 7 
"A fire the General's ſtanding Corn +. This Strata- 
65 | gem had its intended Effect. The Apprehenſion of | 
bl i Danger drove Him, when the reſpectful Invitation Wl i 
U would not lead Him, to a perſonal Interview. You | wn 
\ | ſeem to ſuppoſe, that the Law was made ſo perfect tio 
and fo rigorous, with ſome ſuch Deſign. + A De- a8 
: fign, to lay, Us under a Neceſſity, of renouncing our | 2 
own Works, and flying to. the nee, of ſpr 
GAHRIST::;-; | ! 
, With ſuch a Deſign it was delivered on Si- fay 
And for this Opinion, I have a far better Au- - 
| pell, 
. than my own Suppoſition. We are aſ- TL 
ſured by unerring Wiſdom, That CHRIST is the 
End of the Law t. It points invariably to Him. EY 
It terminates wholly i in Him. And then obtains its ble 
Del 
| el Tauren en e are | beokghs, to 1 
c „ yo; their Voi 
| $35 Sou 
call this, The Wars of Max. "As; pans broke, | vaſt 
He was. by Creation — what He 2, by. Tranſgreflion— ter- 
what He foould be, rough ce wahd an what He Cor 
evil] be in Glory. we fant og YOU 
a Zech. xiii. 1. +2 Sam, 3 xiv. 30. 1 Row. X. 4 
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their Divine REDEEMER, for Righteouſneſs. 
Then, there is no Occaſion for a Mitigation ob the 
Law); for an Abatement of its Demands, or a Mo- 
deration of its Curſe. Becauſe, We have that in 
CHRIST, which fulfils its Demands and exhauſts 
its Curſe; which maintains its ont, yet Jn 
fies its Tranſgreſſof. | 
The Law hath concluded all Mankind Fes Sin * 

Hath drawn, as it were, a Net of Guilt and Ven- 
geance round the whole World. Vet not with an 
Intention, that any ſhould be diſcouraged now, or 
periſh for ever: but that every One may ſee his 
inexpreſſible Need, of a SAVIOUR's Death, 
and of a en s Obedience 1. That, 
| being 


* Gal. iii. "A -The facred Original is 
ſomewhat more ene than Aſpaſio's Interpreta- 
tion, It is not alla, but nave. Which denotes 7 hings, 
as well as Perſons: And implies, that nothing We have, 
nothing We do, is free from Sin; till the Merits of 
CHRIST intervene, and the Blood of CHR IST be 
ſprinkled. 

+ Witfus, ſpeaking of the Law delivered a” Sinai, 
ſays; Facta eſt ita Fœderis Operum Commemoratio, ad 1/- 
raelitas Peccatorum & Miſeriæ ſue convincendos, ex ſeipfis e- 
pellendos, de Neceſſitate 8 atisfationis edocendos, & ad CHRIS] 
TUM compellendes : : & fcc inſervit Fœderi Gratiæ. 
| Animadver. IX EN. p. 99. 


The Nature and Doeh u of the Law were, I think, em- 
blematically taught, by the Circumſtances attending its 
Deli very. — The Lacan, not to be trodden by any I 
raelite, or touched by any Beaſt, on pain of Death The 
Voice of Thunder, and the Glare of Lightning—The 
Sound of the Trumpet, and the Clouds of Smoke—The 
vaſt Range of Hills and Rocks, trembling to their Cen- 
ter—Six hundred thouſand Men ſtruck with inexpreſſible 
Conſternation— And ' Mojes, even Moſes himſelf, the Fa- 
vourite of Heaven, terrified exceedingiy All theſe in- 
p XA : Z Es 4 . dicated, 
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being thus prepared, both to value and receive ſe 
Precious a Bleſſing, the Promiſe of Juſtification by 
Fai:h in FESUS, CHRIST mey be e ee 
given to them that belzeve,, _ \- 


Let Us advert to this e Aim 1 ade: 3 
Then, We ſhall ſee Goodneſs, unqueſtionable and 


ſovereign Goodneſs, in forming its Conſtitution ſo 


fublimely perfect, and making its Threatenings ſo 


anflexibiy ſevere. Excluſive of this wholeſome Seve- 
rity, We ſhould ſupinely diſeſteem, perhaps, wan- 
tonly reject, the Grace of the Goſpel.— The prodi- 
gal Sen would never have returned to his Father, in 
that humble, ſubmiſſive, ſupplicating Poſture; if 


He had not found his Circumſtances utterly ruined, 


and felt Himſelf periſhing with Hunger. No more 
would the conceited Sons of Adam, diſclaim all Pre- 
tence to any Merit of their own; and, with the 


Falter * of Self-condemnation about their Necks, 


fall down at the Feet of a merciful REDEEMER; 


if they were not inſtigated by the ſharp Goad, or 


mther.driven. by the flaming Sword of the Law. 
Ther. 


4 4 \4 


dice che 3 che rigorous, and the awful Import 


of The Word ſpoken.” ?“? 
Nor was the 2 of theſe aſtoniſhing Incidents, with- 
out a ſpiritual Meaning. The People durſt, not adven- 


ture upon a per/onal Approach, but had recourſe to a 


Mediator. They requeſted, that Maſes might interpoſe; 
and tranſact Affairs, between the terrible JEHOVAH, 
and the guilty Congregation.— Such an Impreſſion, the 
Purity and the Rigour of the Law, ſhould make on our 
Hearts: ſhould drive Us from Self to a SAVIOUR; 


deter Us from confiding in the Righteouſneſs of Works. 
and urge Us to ſeek the Righteouineſs of free Grace. 

Alluding to thoſe remarkable Words of Benhadad's 
Servants ; Let Us put Sackcloth upon our Loins, and Ropes 
upon our Heads, and go out to meet the King of Ifrael; 


and He * thy Life, i Kings xx. A : 
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Ther. Has the Law then nothing to do with our 
Temper and Converſation? Is it no longer to be 
conſidered as a Syſtem of Duties ? No A to be 
regarded as a Rule of Life? e 

Aſp: When it has forced. the Lines of Self-righte- 
ouſneſs, and driven Us to FESUS CHRIST 
(that only Citadel of Safety |) for Acceptance and 
Salvation; then it ſerves as a Rule for our Conduct. 
Then it ſhews Us, like a Friend and a Guide, how 
to order our Converſation, and adorn our Profeſ- 
ſion; how to glorify GOD, and expreſs our Gra- 
titude to CHRIST. But, till it has accompliſhed 
the fore-mentioned End, it thunders Vengeance ; 
it flaſhes «pit it is, as Moſes ſprays a fiery 
Lad. + 
And is it, my dear Theron, a fiery Law ? What 
then ſnall We do, without that meritorious Obe- 
dience of the REDEEMER; which is, to the 
guilty Soul, as the Cold of Snow in the Time of Har- 
ve/t +.—Is it a Law, which worketh Mrathb? Then 
let it endear to our Affections that ineſtimably pre- 
cious Goſpel, which preacheth Peace by FESUS 
CHRIST f. s it the Miniftration of Condemaation ||? 
O!] let it quicken our Flight to that All-gracious 
SURETY, who was condemned at Pilate's Bar, 


1 ER To 


2 Fiery Labs, Dent, Xxxiil. 2. ” dare not afirm, that 
this is the exact Import of the Original, nor do I pre- 


ſume to determine the preciſe Signification of a Phraſe, 


ſo remarkably. difficult. But as this is our received Ver- 
gion; as it ſuggeſts a very 1ſ%, Truth: and a Truth, 
which, in the preſent. Age, 18. peculiarly :824/zl to be 
inculcated; Jam inline to Gi in he nden 
Rendering bes . 

+ 8 xxv. 13. 4 Ada, *. 56. 
1 | 


1 E 2 Cor; 
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To all this agrees our celebrated Ikon. Whoſe | 


Divinity on this Subject at leaſt, is as faultleſs, as 
nis Poetry i is matchleſs. Vou will give me Leave 
to quote a few of his beautiful Lines. Which re- 
capitielate, as it were, the whole preceding Con- 
verſation: and, while they recapitulate the Con- 
verſation, confirm the Doctrine. This will make 
you ſome Amends, for my late tedious Harangue. 


| This will tip the Lead with Gold. | 


So Law appears imperfect; and but giv'n 
With Purpoſe to reſign them, in Full Time, 
Up to a better Cou'nant ; diſciplin d 
From ſhadowy Types to Truth; from Fleſh 1 1% ; 
From Impoſition of tritt Laws, to free 85 
Acceptance of large Grace; from ſervile Fe 2M 
To 0 Works of Law, to Works of Faith v. 


E Book XII. 300. | 
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aſide the Weapons of Controverſy !— 
7 Lou put me in mind of the reſolute 
23D Atheman; who, having fought with 
= diſtinguiſhed Bravery on the Field of 
Marathon, purſued the vanquiſhed Perſians to their 
Fleet. At that very Inſtant, a Galley full of the 
Enemies Troops, was putting off to Sea. Deter- 
mined, if poſſible, to prevent their Eſcape, He laid 
hold on the Veſſel with his Right-hand. Which 
was no ſooner fixed, than chopped off by the Sailors. 
The Warrior, not at all diſcouraged, ſeized it with 
his Left. When that alſo was cut away, He faſ- 
tened his Teeth in its Side; and never quitted his 
Gripe, till He reſigned his Breath “. : 
»The 4:henian's Name was Cynegyrus, The Author, 
who relates this extraordinary Story, is Juſtin. If the 
Reader ſhould think it a Rhodomontade, I believe, He 
will not-judge amiſs. And I promiſe myſelf, the ſame 
good Senſe will enable Him to — between what 


is hinted by way of Pleaſantry, and what is urged by 
way of Argument, | 


„ DIALOGES . 
Ther. J have been reconſidering the Caſe of im- 
puted Righteouſneſs; and am by no means ſatisfied, 


as to the Propriety of the Phraſe, or the Truth of | 


the Doctrine; eſpecially, in the Senſe which You 
eſpouſe. — Objections ariſe, more ſubſtantial and 
weighty, than any that have hitherto been urged. 


And which, if I miſtake not, You will find it a 


more difficult Taſk to anſwer. 


App. I muſt do my beſt. And if my beſt At- i 
tempts prove unſucceſsful, I ſhall ſay with the gal- 


lant Iphicrates, when overpowered by the Eloquence 
of his Antagoniſt; « My Adlverſary is the better 
Actor, but mine is the better Play.” 

J fay betten. For to You, Theron, I will freely 
own, what to another Perſon I ſhould not be fo 
forward to diſcloſe ; That I receive no Comfort, 
but from the habitual Belief, and daily Application 
of this precious Doctrine. Whenever I read the 
moſt correct and elaborate Writings, which pro- 
ceed in the contrary Strain, I feel my Spirits heavy; 
I find my ProſpeQs.gloomy ; and not one Ray of 
Conſolation gleams upon my Mind. Whereas, 
much meaner Compoſitions,” which breathe the Sa- 
vour of this evangelical Unction, ſeldom fail to 
quicken my Hopes ; to brighten my Views; and 
put into my Mouth that piouſly alert Profeſſion of 
the Pſalmiſt, I will run the Way of thy Commandments, 
' now Thou haſt ſet my Heart at liberty *.—Though | 
am far from laying any conſiderable Streſs upon this 
Obſervation ; : farther ſtill from advancing it into 
the Place of an Argument; ; yet I may be permitted 


to mention it, in the Confidence and Familiarity 


of F nie * 


Pſal. exix. 32. 
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Der. An Opinion delivered with ſo much Mo- 
deſty, and ſo nearly connected with my Aſpaſio's 


f Comfort, has doubtleſs a Claim to my ſerious At- 
u | tention. Otherwiſe, .it might poſſibly provoke my 
d Raillery, For, You muſt know, I am no great 
J. Admirer of inward Feelings. I cannot think them 


a u very ſolid Method of demonſtrating your Point. 
lt muſt be inforced by better Reaſons, if vou would 
t- gain it Acceſs to my Heart. 
L We muſt place, You ſay, a Dependence upon 
ce the LORD FESUS CHRIST, in all that 
er He has done and ſuffered. What HE has done and 
ſuffered, You add, is our only juſtifying Righteouſ- 


ly neſs: and, to place our Dependence on it, is the 
ſo only Way to receive Pardon of Sins; the only Way 
rt, to inherit eternal Life. 


Aſp: I have ſaid it, Theron, and I abide by it 
This being the Righteouſneſs of G O D, is— 

Ther. Give me Leave, before You proceed far- 
ther, to propoſe a Query. Does the Righteouſneſs 
of GOD ſignify the active and pally Obedience 
of CHRIST? © 
A. Righteouſneſs 1 is a Conformity to the Law, 
in Heart, and in Life. As the SON of GOD 
voluntarily made Himſelf ſubject to the Law; per- 
fectly fulfilled its Precepts; and ſuffered to the ut- 
moſt its Penalty; ; this, I ſhould imagine, furniſhes 


Us with the trueft and e Signification of the 
| Phraſe. 


Der. What, if I or Others ſhould i imagine quite 
the Reyerſe? 


Aſp. I thank my Fond for his Admonition. It 
is indeed taking too much upon me, to ſuppoſe, 
that my bare * ſhould * for r Ortholdony: 

— . and 
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and Truth. But is there nothing weighty in the 


Reaſon, which I have alledged Was there no 


Righteouſneſs. in our LOR D's moſt free Submiſ- 


ſion to the Commands of the Law, and in his per- 
ſevering Performance of all hol; Duties? Was there : 
no Righteouſneſs i in the ee Excellency of 
his Nature, his Temper, his Converſation? No 


Righteouſneſs in the matchleſs Perfection of his 
Acting, his Abſtaining *, his Suffering? Nay; 


was not this Obedience, in the moſt plain and full | 


Senſe of the Expreſſion, The Righteouſneſs of GOD ? 


Did it not, in every Senſe of the Expreſſion, and 


in every View of the Subject, anſwer the exalted 
Character? Being, as a maſterly Critic explains 
the Phraſe, A Righteouſneſs deviſed by GO 
« the FATHER, from all Eternity ; ; wrought 
« out. by GOD the SON, in the Perſon of 


« FESUS CHRIST; applied by GOD the 


« HOLY GHOST, to the Sinner's Soul.” 
- Ther. This Doctrine of yours, if I rightly un- 


a ee it, would make Remiſſion of Sins but 6ne 


half of our Juſtification; and ſomething elſe ne- 
ceſſary, in order to Life eternal. Which is juſt as 
rational, as to ſuppoſe, That though one Cauſe may 
expel Darkneſs, another muſt ſupervene, in order 
oduce Light. _ 
+ 5 The 1 of jun een and the Nature 
of Condemnation, are two. Oppoſites, which will 
mutually illuſtrate each other. What is implied in 
.the Condemnation of a Sinner ? He forfeits eternal 
Life, and is doomed to eternal Death. — What is 


included 


* Alludi ing to the Summary of moral Duties, given 


Us by Epictetus, in that well- known Adagy, Amix? 4 
are. 


& 


rate, 
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Mann. 
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DAL 
included in the Juſtification of a Sinner? It ſuper- 


ſedes his Obligation to Puniſhment, and inveſts 


Him with a Title to Happineſs. Both which are 
procured by CHRIS T's Mediation in our Be- 
half; and both take place, when we are united to 


that Divine HE AD. — We ſuppoſe, therefore, a 
Difference between the Benefits; but have no No- 


tion of deriving them from two different Sources. 


Me aſcribe them both to one and the ſame All- 


ſufficient Cauſe, FESUS CHRIST the righteous. 
Your Compariſon, though intended to overthrow, 


I think, fully eſtabliſhes the Sentiment. When 


yonder bright Orb makes his firſt Appearance in the 
Eaſt, what Effects are produced? The Shades of 
Night are diſperſed, and the Light of Day is dif- 
fuſed. — To what are they owing ? Each to a ſepa- 
rate, or both to the ſame Origin? Every one's Ex- 
perience will anſwer the Queſtion. Thus, when 


l the Author of Salvation is manifeſted in the Soul, 
He brings at once. Pardon and e Both 


which conſtitute the Healing of the Nations; 
and both ſeem 2 to complete the * of 


Juſtification. 


Fo illuſtrate this Point, We will ſuppoſe Adam, 


continuing in Innocence, and perſevering in Obe- 


dience. We will fuppoſe Him come to the laſt 
Period of his Abode on Earth; appearing before 
the SUPREME JU DGE, as a Candidate for eternal, 
Life. How would his Sentence run? * Thou 
«haſt been a Rebel; but infinite Mercy forgives 


„ Thee.” Would it not rather proceed in this 
Manner? «© Thou art perfectly righteous; Thou 


ä haſt been completely obedient; ; therefore, infi- 
| (e nite 
C Mal. i iv. 2. 
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| the direful Effects of the Fall, and reſtore the Hap- 
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LE nite Fidelity rewards Thee.“ Now, how could 
GHRIST bruiſe the Serpent t Head? How, remedy 


You 2 
Vet he 
Reflect 
: ritable. 


pineſs loſt by Adam; if He did not both take away 


our Guilt, and N Us in Poſſeſſion of a — Wh 
Righteouſneſs ? n hear T7 
Mer. This, 1 Ken is Lats Gnovſpun Thnory.of cond 

your ſyſtematic Divines.. But where is their War- MI Head; 
rant from Scripture? By what e do ee cording 
introduce ſuch ſubtle. Diſtinctions? 3 Paſſage, 
Asp. 1 cannot think the Diſtinction 5 ſubtle, 0 or obnoxic 
the heory { ſo. finely. ſpun. . ; T O be releaſed from the 71 if it 
damnatory Sentence, is one Thing; to be treated Ml titted +5 
as a rightcous Perſon, is evidently another, —Mbfa- What 
om was pardoned, when He received a Permiſſion nent wi 
to remove from Geſbur, and dwell at Jeruſalem. Sight; „ 
But this was very different from the Recommence- might be 
ment of filial Intercourſe, and; parental Endear- nour of 
ment *. A Rebel may be exempted from the capi- be declar. 
tal Puniſhment, which his traiterous Practices de- this, bef 
ſerve; without being reſtored to the Dignity of his ¶Nand univ 
former State, or the Rightg of a loyal Subject. In From 
Chriſtianity, likewiſe, to be freed from the Charge be accou; 

of Guilt, and to be regarded as righteous Perſons, ror to; 
are two ſeveral. Bleſſings ; really diſtin& in them- hurch e 
ſelves, often diſtinguiſhed i in Scripture, though al- GOD. 
ways included in the very Eſſence of Juſtification, Vor. 
Ther. Where are they diſtinguiſhed! ? In what 1599 
Texts of Scripture ?. This is wit * es for — * Job x: 

your ſcriptural Warrant. n 
Afp. -What think You of Job's Re Sly to his cen- xp os 0 
ſorious Friends * G . Jorbia, that 1 Tut juſt fy Weis l 2, 
"You eatu & V 

07s omne 

25 > Sam XIV. 24», Ft 1 King 
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You *Y That He forg abe them, there is no Doubt. 
Yet he could not }#/5/ them: could not allow their 
Reflections to be equitable, of their Behaviour 8 
ritable. AE 

What think — guppliestion! ? Deer 
hear Thou in Heaven, and do, and judge thy Servants; 
eindemning the MWictid, to bring his Way upon his 
Head; and juſtifying the Righteous, to give Him ar- 
y I cording to his Righteouſneſs +. To condemn, in this 
Paſſage, evidently ſignifies to pronounce guilty, and 
r obnoxious to Puniſhment. By Parity öt Reafon, to 
ce /i muſt dendte to ptonounce righteous, and | in- 
d titled to Happineſs,” © | 
2 What ſays Solomo#'s Fathet ? Enter not into Julke 
on nen with thy" Ber vent, O LORD! For, in thy 
Sight; Jhall no Man living be fai fe t. A Man 
might be purdened, if judged according to the Te- 
Inour of his own Obedience. But no Man could 
be declared righteout, in conſequence of ſuch a Tryal: 
this, before the ſupreme Tribunal, were abfolutely 
and univerfally inipoſfible.” | 
From all which Paſſages I conclude; That, to 
be accounted righteons, is different from, is ſape- 
rior to, the bare Remiſſion of Sin. Is as our 
hurch Wer it, 7 . to be made be * before 
GOD. | 
Vous II. "3 e e 0 e142 " Ther. 


_— wr 1 x 31 5 » "EF Le" 


* Job vis; 5. v Juſtos in Caush ub AR nie 
— Schurr. See the Word uu Lai. I. 8. 
Soy elius has, with his uſual. Solidity and Correctneis, 
cen. wp ained the Meaning of Nasal. Ei autem Signifi- . 
uftify us ille walde prægnans; ut quan late patet Peccatum cum 
Tou. Keatu S Vitio, tam late ex adverſe pateat Juſtitia. De- 
otans omne id, quo Homo fit, & * judicetur, & dicatur juſtus. 
. 1 Kings viii. 32. 4 Pfal, Xii. 2. See alſo 
ſal. li. 6. Heb, Bib. 
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tition and the Grant may decent correſpondent, m 
Pardon . 1 nn mut be reckoned equiva- = 


| Etho, in yonder Cloyſters, does not more punctuall) I 
reverberate the Speaker's Voice, than thoſe ** = 
| Books harmonize with each other: 

It will not follow, from the Publicas s Requeſt =. 


frequently (exceeds our Prayers, and is larger than 
ſafed, are inſeparably r . t ac- 


Inſtance recorded in the New Teſtament. The In- 


Barabbas the Judge might properly ſay ; 55. He is f 


5 is was a righteous Man. This is Juſtification. 


from chat gracious ee * WP the ſa⸗ 


Ther, All theſe Inſtances are ſelected from the : 


another Language. Conſider the Caſe of the peni- | 
tent Publican, What does He requeſt? G OD. be ; 


merciful fo me d dinner! What does He obtain? He 


went down-to his Houſe juſtified *. If then the Pe- 


lent. | „ {14 Hae. ING 211291, ft. 1 
Ap. The Ola os 80 New 'T eftament are, in 
their Style and Contents, exactly correſpondent. 


and the Publican's Bleſſing, That Pardon and Jufti- Þ 
fication are the ſame; Only, That GO D's Bounty 


our Expectations. Or, that the Bleſſing which 
was eren and the Bleffing which * 


company each other. + har 1 \ > 1 
That they are not the ſame, will 8 8 an 


ſtance I mean, of CHRIST and Barabbas.—Of 


* notorious Malefactor. But I, ;acquit ; Him. 
< releaſe Him.” This is Pardon. Of CHR 11 
the Judge actually ſaid; I And =o Hault at alli 
Him. To which the Centurion added; Certain) 


What I am aſſerting, will more evidently appear 


MOT ee e e ee ee 


* Luke oli. 13, . 


Old Tekament. The Now, if I miſtake net, ber. 1 
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e I cred Herald; Be it tnotoꝝ unto Vous. Men and Bre- 
s I thre, that through this Mam is preached unto You, the 
i- Forgiveneſs. of. Sint: and by: Him, all that believe, 
are. JUSTIFIED: from all Things; Did the captive 
Greciuns leap for Joy, did they rend the very Air 
with their Shouts? When the Cryer, by Com- 

mand of the Roman General, proclaimed Liberty 
wiſhed for Liberty to them all? And ſhall not 
our Hearts ſpring with Tranſport and Gratitude, 
when We hear this Meſſage of Mercy from the 


Moment, It may drop Balm on aur Conſciences, 

while it yields Argument for our Diſputfe. 

& Through this AVI OUR, by his Otder, and 
„ in his Name, I -propoſe to your Acceptance the 

40 free the full; the abſalute Forgiveneſs of all 
4#6hr Sins. By which You {hall;be:diſcharged 
from Guilt z delivered from Puniſhment ; and 


“your Iniquities. —Ineſtimable Grant! Yet, in 
the-laſt Clauſe, . it proceeds to a Patent of Honour. 


—*& Through this 7E SUS, who is both GOD 
“ And Man, who was dead and is alive for ever- 


4 dict runs in their Favour. They are pronounced 
“ righteous in open Court. Juſtice itſelf declares, 
They are witbaut Spot and blameleſs.” 25 
| © Ther. If this be Juſtification, it is a high Privi- 
lege indeed. Too bigh, rr, 019 for inful Man 
toexpect,/ 1 
pp. It is too dank infiaicely too highs. for the 
ful Man to attain by any Obedience of his own. 
But not too high for the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST 
to e nor for the Grace of G OD to confer. 
'D 2 —1 


Ambaſſador: of Heaven]! Let Us dwell upon it, a 


n 


reſcued from all the dreadful. Confequences of 


« more, all that believe are JUSTIFIED, The Ver- 


1 wy * 2 — rr n 
2 oe . ˙ LE Dar ees . 1 — — — — 2 9— w/e — N * — 
4 — — ye 8 . P Hoops = - * * _ = — — — ———_—— 


1 


i 
7. 
f 
i 1 
ti 
| 
0 
3 


e eee 
ae ** 


* 3 _ bobs 8 
n . IR, ESL 


= "oy 
T7 


7 


52 S1ALOGUE X 


AI appeal to yourſelf, whether this is not the cuſ- 
tomary and obvious Signification | of the Word. 
When a Criminal has been found, guilty, but is 
freed from Puniſhment, We may ſay of ſuch a 
One, He is pardoned; We never ſay, « He 
sis juſtified.“ Then only a Perſon is juſtified, 
when his. Righteouſneſs i is malle clear as the Light. 
This the very Genius of our Language implies, 
and. with this the Doctrine of the Apoſtle accords. 
St. Paul mentions 4 Fuſtification of Life. Not barely 
an Exemption from the Sentence of Death; but 
ſuch a Juſtification, as gives a Title * to the Re- 
ward of Life. The Words are very emphatical. 


We ſhall injure the Dignity, of their Meaning, if 


We. underſtand them in a more contracted Senſe.— 

Towards the Cloſe of che ſame Chapter, We have 
another Paſſage, rich with Conſolation, and full 
to our Purpoſe. Grace reigneth through Righteoy 2 
unto eternal Life +. Here, is pointed out the prime 
Source of all our Bleſfings, infinitely free and tri- 
umphant Grace: The, meritorious Cauſe, not any 
Works of Man, not any Qualifications of our own, 
but the perfect Righteouſneſs of our LORD FE- 
SUS. e The e or End of all; which 


414 Ye is, 


ve; Ale 4540 e N 37 Nate. divine ils, 
ua Peccater, Mortis reus, Vite adjudicatur, idque Jure. 
BEN EL. This I-take to be the preciſe Meaning of 
Jaftification; Pardon is founded upon Clemency in the 
Judge: Juſtification! upon Righteouineſs'in the Party ar. 
raigned. Where there is any, though it be but the leaſt 


Fault, an; upright earthly Judge cannot 185 Much 
leſs will the nen, righteous Judge dick and 
Dead. But inners having, in the he tence of 


CHRT 995 a moſt perfect RiChreouſneſs, are juſtified, 
idque * and that on Principles of 
| Rom. v. 21. 
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DIALOGUE X. 33 
is, not bare? an Abſolution from Guilt, but an 
Inſtatemefit in in Life; a Life of holy Communion 
with GOD in this World, to be crowned with 
an eternal Fruition of Him in another. r | 
| According, eternal Life is called The En 
not of F forgiveneſs, but of Righttonſneſs *. And it 
is beſtowed, not barely becauſe. of Abſolution, but 
becauſe of Righteouſueſs + I think, therefore, We 
have very,ſutficient Reaſon to diſtinguiſh, between 
the Pardon which delivers from Hell, and the Righ- 
teowſueſs which intitles to Heaven, The former does 
by no means conſtitute the latter; but is connected 
with It, "as A Link i in the ſame Chain; or included 
in it, as, Part of the ſame Whole—that important 
and gloripus Whole, Jus rirrc ATION! Which, 
to every poor Sinner, Who knows his undone Con- 
dition, muſt be incomparably more valuable, than 
ten thouſand Worlds. 5 

Ther. Admitting your Diſtinction to pe proper; * 
Is not the Death of CHR ST, ſufficient of itſelf 


to obtain, both our full Pardon, and our final 


Happineſs ?. 8 7 

App. Since" my F. Bend has ſtarted the. Queſtion, 
I may venture, with all Reverence to the divine 
Counſels, to anſwer in the Negative: it being ne- 
ceſſary, that the REDEEMER of Men ſhould | 
obey, as well as fager, in their Stead.—For this 
We Have the Teſtimony of our Church; It had 


* not been enough to be delivered by his Death: 


C from Sin, except by his Reſurrection We had 
been endowed” with Righteoufneſs For this 
We. baue the Aiithority: of our LORD; This 

15 08 a 0 en. 


WEEKS WL x bs To ; , 3 


Gal. x. 85. "dm. viii. 10. 


Commandment, ſays: . have T-recetved. f my FA. 
NE R, that I ſhould lay drwn niy Life d. Mus it 
btcoreth Us, adds He in andther Place," 1 fulfil alt 
Righteoufneſo .. To all which his Apoſtle ſubjoins; 
that, if We reign n Life; it muſt be, not only 
through thoſe Sate which expiate, but alſo 
thriugh chat Rightedufneſs + which merits, | 
Wer. Our LORD's Teſtimony relates only to 
5 poſitivs Inſtitution, and is quite foreign to your 
Purpoſe.—T have often been diſguſted at fuch trained 
Applications of Seripture. Phe Partizans bf 3 Syf- 
tem wreſt the ſacred Book. They deal with divine 
Truth, as the Tyrant Procruſtts ſerved thoſe un- 


happy Creatures, who fell into his mereileſs Hands. 


Isa Text too ſhort, to ſuit their Deſign 2 Our Pro- 
cruftean Expoſitors can ſkreteh it on the Rack, and 
lengthen its Senſe. Is it too full, to conſiſt with 
their Schenie? They can lep off a Limb; ſecrete a 
Sentence, or contract the Meaning. Is this to re- 
verence the great GQD? 2 ts this to treat s 
_ fully: his holy Word? EET robs IE 
Aſp. T have been e I aſſare You, * di. 
guſted at this Practice, as well as Yourſelf. A 
Practice, not only very irreverent, but very inju- 
dicious alſo. It really prejudices the Cauſe, it 
it would unfairly recommend. Such a Support is 
like a broten Tooth, or a Foot out of joint I; not 
only unferviceable, but hurtful; an Obſtruction, 
rather than a F urtherance. However, Jam not 
8 conſcious of committing; any Violence on this Paſ- 
"ſage, or of forcing it into my Service. 'The: Cir- 
| ny You e rather ſtrengthens, than 


invalidates 
I Rom. v. 17. 
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invalidates, the Concluſion, If it was ſo requiſite 
for our bleſſed MEDIATOR, to obſerve a po- 
tive and temporary Inſtitution; how. much more 
neceſſaryy to fulfil thoſe moral Precepts, whoſe. 
Obligation is unalterable and everlaſting? At his 
Baptiſm, He obſerved the former; as a Token or 
Earneſt, that through his es Life, He would. 
fulfil: the latter . 

Beſides; it ſhould. be: ” dk. Whether 
CHRI ST's Sufferings were a complete Satisfac- 
tion to the Law? Complete they were, with regard 
to the Penalty, not with regard to the Precept. A 
Diſtinction obvious and weighty, From whence 
ariſes; the following Argument; which, for once, 
You will allow me to propoſe in the logical Form, 
Buy what alone the Law was not ſatisfied ; by that 
Po Sinners could not be juſtified ; . 

By CHRIS T's. Sufferings alone, the Law \ was 
not ſatisſied: 

Therefare, by: CH RI 8 Ts Sufferings alone 


| Sinners could not be juſtified. : 


But when We join the actiye with the n 
Obedience of our LORD; when, We add to 
both, the perfect Sanctity of his Nature; how does 
our Juſtification ſtand firm, in the fulleſt Senſe of 


the Word! We have all that the Law demands, 


both for our Exemption from the Cute, and a 2 
Title to the Bleſſing. 


Wer. Does not the e Arne the Whole 
of our Salvation to the Death, of CHRIST? De- 
livering it, as a never to be 7 Maxim in 


. 255 5 4 242 20 Chriſ- 
Hagar „ Omnes Fu uftitie FR atque adeo 


hanc quoque, catcrarym majorum Arr 


Kt Bruel, 
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Chriſtianity ; ; That We have Redem tien wh his 
Blord®®: ar bug ht near eh the Blood of 
CHRIST +: nay, that. Me are juſtified (the very 
Point under Debate) through. hrs. Blood . Would 
p the inſpired Writer haye alſigned theſe varidus Bleſ- 
ſings to this one Caufe; it it had been a Price in- 
adequate to the Purchaſe, o or a Means en 
to'accomphiſh the End? ves of 


"App. This, Pork of. our LORD 3 


Whole. The eath of CHRI 87 includes, not 


ding of his precious Blood, was at once che grand 


ſpeaking: of his Divine "MASTER; fays, He ua: 

obedient unto Death, even the Death, of the Crofs 1. 
By the ſame Figure, Faith is ſometimes ſaid to 

be a lively inflyential Perſuaſion, That CHRIST 


ſented as à firm practical Belief, That GOD: hath 
raiſed Him Fi the Dead . Neither of which can, 


* Vines Ws 


+ kb,! li. 13. 75 t Rom. 1 


7 


8 Erb. i; 1 = 


5; 


unto Pesch. That ſame Principle of Duty to GOD, 


on to the laſt and greateſt At jo F Obedience, his volun- 
e er _ | yo» 3 
1 1 Cor. K. 3.5 e Beg. . 3. 7 


Ata ion 15 by. a very uſual Figure, put for the 


onlyhis Sufferings, but his Obedienoe. The Shed- 


Tiftance of his Suffering, and the-finiſhing:AR of 
His Ohedience. In this Vi TW it is conſidered, and 
thus it is interpreted, by his own Ambaſſador. Who, 


died for our Sims 8. At other Times, it is repre- 


without the "utmoſt Contrariety to the Analogy, of 
Scrigture, be taken i in the excluſiue Senſe. Each Act 
mut, be e mot e but 8 0 | 

e 


1 Phil. 5. 8. The Original i is; ne genlle Aus ad. 
Not only in Death, but through: his whole: Life; egen 


which influenced dur SAV/TOU R*s Life, carried Him 


Each- 
one ar 
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Each as implying both, or recigocally inferring 
one another. | 

In like manner, when the Scripture 7 * our 
Juſtification to the Death of CHRIS T; We are 
not to think, that it would ſet fic de, but. imply his 
Obedience. 3 is not becauſe his active Obedience 
has no Concern, in procuring the Bleſſing; but be- 
cauſe his bitter Paſſion was the moſt conſpicuous, 
and che completing Stage of his eyer-glorious Un- 
dertaking. Then, and not till then, He could truly 
ſay; FA TH E E. i have Jniſped the It "ork, Thou 
gaveſt me to do * 

Ther. Actaidins to your Lesch den“! it t mould 
be poſſible for a Man to baye all his Sins pardoned, 
yet not attain to complete Juſtification. Which i iS 48 
contrary to ſound Senſe, and true Divinity, as to 
imagine, that Crookedneſs may be removed, and 
the Object not become ſtraight. 

Asp. No, Theron. E only. apprehend, that Par- 
don does by no Means exhauſt the whole Nature of 
| Juſtification. - For which I have a better Warrant : 

| than my own Apprebenfion. He was delivered, . for 
our Sins, and roſe. again for our Tuſtiſicatiua. O 
«© moſt comfortable Word, ſaith our Church, ever- 
more to be borne in Remembrance ! He * to 
« put away Sin, this 'is one Part of Fuſtißcation; 
“He roſe again to endow. Us with Righteouſ- 
N „ neſs 4. This is the other Part. 
7 According to my Account, it is impoſſi bie, that 
ad, the active and paſſive Obedience of our RE 
ven DE EM E R Tthould be disjoined. "Is whomſo- | 


oy ever the one is imputed, from Him the other 1 is not 
im ö 
F 4 John xvii. 4 595 © NGG YI 


5 For this, and- the. 13 gotation, "fs Our 
Hemily on the Refurre&ion. W 
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withheld They were undividel in CHRIST the | 


Illuſtrious Head; and they are undiyided in their 
| Application to his myſtical Body. As CHRIST 
in ſuffering obeyed, and in obeying ſuffered ;- ſo, 
_ whoever receives CHRIST as an Atonement, 
receives Him alſo as a Righteouſmeſs. 
Fhis has been obſerved before; and if this be wat 
F act, what an ine/timably precious Gift, is the Gift 


of CHRIST! Never was the moſt ſovereign Re- ; 
medy, f6 admirably ſuited-torapy Malady, as this 


is adapted to our neceffitous and miſerable. State, 
In HIM may We be found, living and dying l How 
ſafe, how happy then Let me not weary your 
Patience, if I repeat a Paſſage from our excellent 
Dr. Lightfoot, Which, though artleſs and remark- 
ably ſimple, has very much affected my Mind; 
and, I hope, will leave ſome :yaluable Impreſ- 
Nao on my Friend's, © *<. Juſtification, . ſays that 
„ Judicious" Divine, is a Man's being intereſted 
4c in all CHRIST's Righteouſneſs. And if any 
„ Thing is to be longed: for, ſure. that is, to be in- 
** tereſted in a CHRIST's: Righteouſneſs.” 
Ther You don't weary. my my Patience; neither do 
You fatisfy my Doubts. For You take no notice 
of the Hbſurt 2 5 and * eee 
enforces it. 5 1 ir 
Aſp. Vour Comparifin, my 7 x Friend, is not 
founded ona parallel Caſe..: Neither Senſe, nor Phi- 
loſophy find a Medium, between the Removal of 
Ctookednefſs,and the Succeſſion of Straightneſs. But 
Reaſon diſcerns an apparent, and Revelation main- 
tains an important Difference, between the Pardon 
of Sin, and a Title to Life. This has already been 
proved from Scripture z and is, to me at leaſt, . 
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DIALOGUE X. 59 
dent from the very Nature of Things. If a King, 
in favour of ſome condemned MalefaQtor, revoke 
the Sentence of Death; this is one yery con- 
fiderable Act of Tlementy. But if He pleaſes to 
make the pardoned Criminal, a Partater of his 
Kingdom, or an Heir of his Crown ; this ſurely 
is 2 new, and a much higher Inſtance of yojal 
Bounty. E ie 

Since You! inſiſt 1 upon a Similimde, the Word of 


GOD, which always ſpeaks with conſummate Pro- 


priety, will rü Us with one. Zechariah illuſ- 
trates the Poctrine of Juſtification. He repreſents 
the Sinner by a Perſon arrayed in filthy Garments, 
His Pardon is deſcribed by taking away this ſordid 
Apparel. By which Benefit, He ceaſes to be defiled; 
yet is He not hereby clothed ; yet is He not hereby 
juſtifed. This is an additional Blefling ; ſignified 
by putting on Change of Raiment *, and wearing 
beantiful Robes.—Here, the Cireuthftances tally. 
The two conſtituent Parts of Juſtification, are ſe- 
verally diſplayed, and ſtrongly marked. Here We 
have the Removal of Filth, and the Acceſſion of 
Beauty; that which frees Us from being abhorred, 
and that which renders Us accepted. Which, , though 
diſtinguiſhable in themſelves,” and diſtinguiſhed by 
the iatred en are FOR united 1 in waa * 


| Aﬀeer all, 1 An; sbs er cine the Cle- 
mency of an earthly Sovereign, the Proceedings of 


an earthly Tribunal, or the Generoſity of an earthly 


Benefactor, are but partial and inadequate Repre- 
ſentations of this wonderful Affair. Becauſe, in 


s ONE of juſtifying a Oe; all is r 
2 | free, 
9 Zech, 111. 3, 4, 5. 


14 3 


44S 17 
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free; yerallis friftly tus We free, with re- 
ect 40 wiiwrorthy Man = ii) dle, "with regard 
cb ce Merit of ERF 
Ther. Due to CHRIST — This Notion, I ſup- 
poſe; is founded upon a Covenant; a chimerical Co- 
venant, chat CHRIST would take upon I Him the 
Obedience required from Man, of Which eber is 
not the leaſt Intimation i in holy Scripture. 0 
Ap. That CHRIST. undertook every Thing 
neceſſary,” to redeem /o/? Sinners from Death and 
Heir; every Thing, neceſſary, to procure, for. ar- 
tginted Rebels a Title to Life and Glory 3 this can- 
not be reckoned cbhimerical. This muſt be as real, 
as that loſt Sinners are redeemed, or attainted Re- 
bels reſtored. ' Every. Proof of the. one, proves and 
eſlyblifhes the other. This is what We call a . 


venant; and, from its benign Nature, Tan . 


v EN ANT OFT GRA. 


Without urdertaRing , this, 1 ſee not how our 


LORD could fultain the Character of a SLU RE. 
FV; nor, without fulfilling it, how He could exe- 
cute the Office of a RE DE EME R.— And 5 be- 


lieve, You, y urſelf will be at a los. to ſhew, with 


liar Kind of Juſtice the Eternal FAT HER could 


lan our Iniquities on the innocent FE'SUS, un- 


leſs He had conſented to be anſwerable for our Guilt. 8 
Ther. This is no Anſwer to my Objection, 1 ſaid 


and it has been aſſerted by:a very eminent and 
Covenant: 97 the whole Seriptures. By 


c. then can be the Meaning of thoſe 
5 An; andere of <Znobarioh 7 


able. Pen—that there is no Intimation of any ſuch 
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The Counſel of Peace ; ſhall. he between them both *. 
Here, I think, the Covenant i is mentioned, and the 
Fade are ſ * — en of Peaces if I mif- 


take 
* Zecb, vi. 12, 1 13. Theſe dy Verſes cont beg 
F but very fine Deſcription of the REDEEMER ; of his 
8 Perſon, his Office, and his Glory; together with the 
15 all-gracious: Cauſe, and ever- view 758 of our Re- 
g dem ion. 
His Perſen. He: is the Man ; or, as the Hebrons im- 
d 1 ports, the real, but at the ſame Time, the illuffrious Man. 
t- —P hoe Name is the BRANCH; being the new Origin 
of a new Race; the Father of a ſpiritual Seed, who are 
"i Children, not of the Fleſh, but of the Promiſe.—- A 
5 Branch that ſhall, ſpring, not from a common Root, 
a not from any human Planting, but vrmry from. under 
nd | Himſelf; being born of a pure Virgin, and by the Power 
of his- o.] n SPIRIT, He ſhall be both Stock and Stem 


to Himſelf. ' 

His Ofice : It i is to build the J. Wee the Church of _— 
Elect; which is the Houſe, of the living, GOD. 
which He dwells, and by Whom He 1s wb Ken 
Laying the Foundation of this ſpiritual Edifice in his 
Croſs, and cementing it with his Blood. Which He 
179 ſhall rule as a King, after having redeemed it as a Prieſtʒ 
be- uniting the ſacerdotal Cenſer With the regal Diadem, and 
ith being'a Prieſt upon his Throne. Hence proceeds his Glory - 
uid For, He favs: not, like other Priefts, offering daily ihe 
hi ſame Oblations; but having, by one Sacrifice, obtained 
. eternal Redemption for Us, is et down. at the 8 
It. Wl hand of the MAJESTY on High. | 
ſaid What is the Cauſe of theſe great Events? What, but 
x that moſt: facred and auguſt Convention, the Council of 
Peace? Which was ſettled letanern them borb; between 
the LORD JEHOVAH on one Hand, and the 
Man whoſe Name is the BRA NMC AH on the other. 
Called a Council, from the entire Content. v which actuated 
each Party; and the tranſcendent Wifdom, diſplayed in 
the whole Scheme. The Council of Peace, becauſe of 
its ſovereign Efficacy, to make Peace with an offended 
G OD, Peace in the aceufing Conſcience, Peace among 
People of jarring Tempers and diſcordant Principles. 
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take not, ſignifies: the myſterious and umſearchabie 
Contrivance,. formed fon the Recevery of tuined I 
Man. —F ormed and carried into Execution, by the 
LORD Almighty or GOD the FATHER; 3 
and that illuſtrious Perſon, who is to build the Tem- © | 
ples end:bear the Glory. A Charaer,; which None 1 
Can claim; a Taſk, to which e „ but 3 


the bleſſed FESUS only: 


In Pſalm the xlth, the Cnditlons of the Catenant 
are circumftantially recorded. Which were the 
Incarnation, Obedience, and Death of the eternal 

ared me. Lo! ome 3 


SON: 4 Body haſt Thon prepurs 
to-do thy Will; and to fer one Bucrifite 


fir Sin * 


The Accompliſhment of theſe Conditions, is alleged | 
and pleaded by our great MEDIATOR, in the 
What 


Introduction to his laſt ſolemn Prayer +. 
He implores, in the Proceſs of his Supplications, 


may be looked upon as the Recompence I, decreed f 
Him by the FAT HE R, and ſtipulated in this 


magnificent Treaty.—[mplores, did 1 ſay? Tis very 
obſervable, that our LORD makes a Demand, ra- 
ther than a Reguęgſt. The Expreſſion is not tp], 
but ehe |. A Word of Authority, not of Suppli- 
cation. He claims what, by the FAT HE R's 


Engagement, and by his own Obedience, was he- | 


come his unqueſtionable Right. 

Here are the Parties of the Covenant; the Colidi 
tions of the Covenant ; the Performance of the Co- 
venant; and the Reward, which, by virtue of fuch 

Per- 
+ John xvii. 


t This Recompence is pecldel an promiſed, in ano- 
ther authentic Copy of the lame nd je de regiſtered 
Yau. Xlix. 1—6, 

145 Not 1 beg, but 1 will John x xvii. OY Sie vol fc 
jubes. 5 


N Heb. 4 FR, 13. 


DIALOGUE: X. 
Perfbrmance, is merited, is claimable, is 2 
this, I ſhould imagine, amounts to an E 


ſomewhat more khan an Intimation of the Covenant. 


Ther. This Yoa call the Covenant of Grace: But 


ty E | if We are juſtified by-CHRIST's fulfilling of the 


Law, We are juſtified by Works. So that, before 


Vou can ſtrike out ſuch a Way of Salvation, Vou 


muſt contradict Y ourſelf : And, what is more adven- 


turous, You muſt-aboliſh that fundamental Princi- 
ple of the Goſpel; B the Works if the * fouls 
10 Fleſh: be juſtified. ' 1 


Asp. We are, I grant it, jullißed by Works. But 
whoſe ? The Works of CHRIST, not our own. 


— This 1s very far from contradicting Ourſelves ; 


equally far is it from aboliſhing, what You call a 


Principle of the Goſpel. Which, though an 


undeniable Truth, is not an evangelical Doctrine. 


Becauſe, it only ſhews Us our miſerable State, and 


the utter Impoſfibility of relieving Ourſelves. 
Whereas, nothing is genuine Goſpel *, but what 


ſpeaks Comfort, and adminiſters Recovery. 
Between the Covenant of Works, and the FIR 


i nant of Grace, this, I apprehend, is the Difference. 


In che former, Man was to obtain eternal Life by 


bis perſonal. Obedience. By the latter, the Obe- 
dience of his Surety is accepted, inſtead of his own. 
125 Righteouſneſs, required by both, is not ſincere, 
but complete; not proportioned to the Abilities of 


fallen Man, but to the Purity of the Law, and the 
and of "the LAWGIVER. —By this Means, 


41e An i f n det. ; the 


. 


The Gebel, preciſely n and as it ſtands in 


Contradiftindtion to the Law, is the Doctrine of Pardon 
and Life through FESUS CHRIST; through his Satiſ- 


faction and Ric ighteouſneſs, freely preſented to loſt Sin- 


ners, and freely to be * 1 for their Salvation. 
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the Glory of G D n awful Sprereign,\ and 
the. 1 of dis Law: an invielable Syſtem, are 


preferred and illuſtri diſplayed... The 
- c tion of e neither claſhes with the 125. 
ax ir erferes with the Juſtice of the Supreme, - E- 
G18 "OR. On the e: it becomes a 
faithfoland ich Procedure of the moſt High GOD, 
co jultif fy. 1 55 believeth on. FES US. | 


"Ther, When You make this 
the two Covenants, where is your 


Difference b etween 
Authority from 
Scripture | ? Which « of che ſacred Writers have taught 
Us, that, though e one demanded . che other 


is content with vicar icus Obedience | 


F 


Aid. Which ?—The fr Dire, The moſt emi- 
nent Hiſtorian”; "the moſt enraę tured Poet; 3, and the 
moſt zealous Preacher. 1 need not inforn * FW 

chat 1 mean Moſes, David, and Pl. 
. Teſtimony of David has already gs l 
—Mhſes gives Us a conciſe, but very inſtructiye Ac- 
count of the ſecond Covenant. With Whom, accord- 
ing to his Repreſentation, was it made? Not with 
Adam, or any of his Poſterity; ; but with the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, in te Room and Stead & 
both. None of the Articles are propoſed to a ROY 


impotent, ruined Creature.” It 1 18 not 4 


Nor! 


Commandments, but "free, Pr miſe only, that — i 

mult afford Relief in. a fallen State. - Thengore the, 
whole: Burden is configned over to che interpofing 
S AVITO UR, fighificatitly "deſcribed by ie Her 7 
of the Taman. It is hot faid, + Thy belt Ep 
lam, thy true Repentanee and ſincere” a 
„ Obedience 3 this fatal Miſcatrria: py” 


e he We may 
- 2 82 al .GL 2025 wh 
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4 Condit. % CHRIST was cur 105 


| deed, for the Comfort of the Thr; 12 


0 «eq 


« my Hands. The LORD JESUS. CHRIST, 


& 4 % 
n Y 
Ai, 7 


baren * 8; 
SON of we VI N 28 


current We ſee; UndEttook to 


this great S ranfaktion. For which Reſon 1 7 is 
yled by St. Par, "The [ebb Man +, 4 and the Surety 
het ur Help being laid upon 


þ that id e enty; ; upon ONE. that 1 is ſo 


faithful; ; the Covenant is ſaid to be, In all Things 

11's 1d a fure j. "Admirably y well ordered i in- 
„ and the Se- 
of His Salvation. Tis 7 may He : ar- 
e gue, I canhot full the Conditions; and tis 
y true, that nd fuch Thing is Tequired at 


«of his adorably rich Goodneſs, has 1 z11 


- 6! that was conditional I; and has e abliſhed, for 


ce me and for his People, 2 valid Tile to the Pro- 


6 miſes , the Privileg 8. and hd 
Az N * er . * 25 1 Ther 


Gen. 5 5 : 4 Cor. xv. 48.” 
e 8 2 b xxiii. 5. * SCH 

8 of repreſenting _ Coumunt UZ exif 
ung, moſt afeonately and. charmingly 


& quicyuan ergo attentiffima Con- 
= cen ſeri debeat; ſane i UF du, Gratiæ eff. 
tur ad meliorgm terrefirs Paradiſum, & ad cer 
„ Fælicitatem, ei qua Adamus:  excidit. 
"art + Mortalibus allucet, gue e eo gratior 7 
. Hie Fan offernntur, 
mat ana jeg 'Conditiones non a Nobbi: TO, | 
2 5 — 


wh 2 Lib. II. Cap. i. 


327 3 ihe Apoſit uſes this remarkable Expreſ- 
fon, Covenants of On, IT * u. 12S * 


Vo I. II. 


% 


- 2 


DB 1d U X. 


* 46{on/-t6 practical: 55 
e Obedience. Nb more @ccafion' fbr 


_—_ 
 lineſfv'of Life. Nay; the Slulee lo opened For an fl 
Thandation af Utgodtipets—F ine Divinity-rraly! 


1 riot father ſay? Dewnrighe Antinomiani/m! 


hoy" the Lito, hut m faul. Hs has fulfitied ir, 10 
the uttermoſt, in his 8% Perfonl: He had 8h 
merited for Vs, thoſe Supplies of che 8p IRI, 


288 acceptable Obedlence.— TheRg dur” LORD 
ESUS died, and was obediht fer ihe Unyualy; 


ugh He always-finds Us utgodlyg widen Hejut- | 


"tifies / Us; yet He fever leaves his People im this 


abominable State. On the contrary ; Ae ten Will - 
then, and by this very Grabe of free Juſtifrestion, il - 


_ and 7250 all Ungodlinefs and worldly Late r. 004 
. Plays y, let Us tonfider the 'Fenout of this-Covt- 
nant; ſince Vou are ſo very app Ve:of: ts 
Conſequences. <4 7 will Put n Lows inte thi 
— and on their” Hearts t F tor the. 
ey ſhall difcern'ſuth a Beauty nd Glory in 
«my Piet; as will engage chef Deſiteh, aid 
win ther: Affections. So that it heal Ale Longe 
wn their * en, but” "Wi W cel ür 
* — 24 | 00 A 


| Ann ene g © 2 8 1 Ur 
3 Ames; and thanifeREd cans ene 2 
en SH ſtänlee each. WAS ohG and the fame,” les 
HN AA ee or of mutual Contract, bit 
| ee Wack; berdüse thc 'Blolſhige were not pit. 
7 e Conditions, ba 
0 be ee e A Framiſo. AI de 

5 8 be mV Peoj , $67. xi 936 
33 Matt. . 17 5 by Tit, 5 14 0 t heb! * 


. 2 


CLE > No, my Prietid- CHARTS T tame! nit 1s d : 


Aavhich alone can enäbie Welk beirüpt Ercaturesyt | 


Me 


a | 650 T 1 
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4, Meat and- Drink, to do the WH of their: \FA- 
[+ THER in Hexwen:” Thie, ou will own, - 
is practical Duty, in its moſt perfect Form. And 
this is one Benefit of the Covenant; one of the Pri- 
vileges, purchaſed hy our great MEDIATOR. 
Now it ſeems. 1 e the Fats 
of an: Eſtate for 
Jute; Means, to Vs of the Poſſeſſion, or de- 
far Us from the Enjoyment... ts A; 5 234383. 34 
Ho aften. as this weak Surmiſe urged ; 2s — 4 
gument ? All. whoſe. Plauſibility is owing, to a 
palpable, Miſtake, or an egregious: Fallacy: to a 
ſuppoſed. Separation of T hings, which are abſo- 
Iutely inſeparable. ;. I. mean, our J eee and 
our $anGikeption *.—You ave a Philoſopher, The- 
en. Fry, if Lou can ſeparate. Gravity from the 
Stone, or Heat, from the Fire. If theſe Bodies and 
their e/entzgl, Properties, if theſe Cauſes and their 
neceſſary Effects, are indiſſolubly connected; ſo are 
x genuine Faith, and a conſcientious Ovedience. | 
be ſuppoſe, them. diſunited, is as contrary to found 
Dixinity ; as fit would, be contrary to true Philoſo- 
hy, if You ſhould talk of a burning Subſtance 
that has no Warmth, or of a ſolid Subſtance. that 
has n Weight, N ever therefore, my dear Friend, 
iFopent this ale . eber Ds. this 


Mt. * 3 E 2 r 


Fee lrg never Were 

«be SET hea 5 
en 59705 m Q 
2 Let the » 


Flower, 


e (Lex. 120 
4 Ain oli 


"3s. 
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angrounded # Clamour; nor adapt à Cavil, which 475 
is + arg Ger er it is anti-evan- Obje 
beate. : « eee FLA be, 03 neo: cordj! 
od $941 * 1869 50 33: rf 114919001 or Ther. tion F 
* A p 258 me in mind "7 what e replied td They 
Pinter; ee Was often infinuating, that He preached WI perfor 
Ftentivls Doctrine; becauſe He enlarged; with peculiar by thi 
Aſſiduity, upon Faith in FESUS CHRISTA; and fre- n 
nently choſe ſuch 72 as, Believe in "the, 'E ORD | {x6 
* 5 S, and Thou. ſhalt on” 7 go 5 Afb 
1% Tpreach Su by JESUS CHRIST; al We e. 
4 give me Leave to aſk, Whether Vou know, What Sal, Right 
ec. vation by CHRIS T means t''—Phrlecles pauſed... He Earl 
began to bluſn; would have eluded the veſtien, and Legal, 
| 15 ined an Anfwer.— %% No, ſaid Theodor: You muſt Þþ who V 
ermit me to inſiſt upon a Reply. Becauſe, if it be a allgits 
51g br one, it will juſtify me and my Conduct; if it be who v 
«« a abrong one, it will prove, ar You blame You know FUL 
PI | * not what;. and have more P eaſon to inform Hourſelf N 
_ UM than to cenſure others“. . MUCH | 
| This diſconcerted Him ſtill more. Upon which Thee tous I 
(3 ent roceeded.. Salvation by CHRIST mean, pot given, 


fl <«< only a Deliverance from the Guile, but alſo from the Bl © Us 
gl + % Power of Sin; the latter effected b Means of the for. 19S, 
it 44 mer. HE gave Himſelf for 9 Bar, having reſcued . SN 
- ve: — from _ Damnation of Hell, _—_— — — ward t 
eth Hope o Heaven, Hie migbt, by the Faith or ae 
5s 47 45 r. of theſe Bletkagse, redeem Us from er 
e Ne uity. — * Go now, Philecles, and tell the es. 
| that teaching theſe Doctrines, I promote Wi 0:5 

4 Calle of by teething che And Yeu Will be juſt as Tuer 
10 . juſt as candid; juſt as true, as af You {houle Bl Apa 
87 bis That, when your Houſe was in Flames, the Gurle: 
ing * Engine, and, paurin in Wa- 2 * 


ihr jones by pb gilding to the Ground, and laid your 08 995 


Furniture in Ahe 5 n dis ; 20! tions; 
The ſarhe may be ſaid'of thoſe Writers; who; 20149 tering .1 
iate the Truth as it is in JESUS, and to diſcredit Ml ©; 
he great Duty es a Sinner, and talk of „ a prefump- . 
eur, 8 auce on the Bled and Merits I Reliance 


HO OURTS T2" Wich in were FhbonFftcmey Mover 
u "In ty atibre Idenb. A e 
4 


4 1 OLE 2410 x & An 4 Pub V7 2 


eb e bas: WA 


= Ther. We digreſs from the Point. My. principal 

Objection is not ſatisfied. I was obſerving that, ac- 

cording to your Manner of ſtating the Affair, Salva- 
tion is no longer free, but founded upon Works.— 


They are the Works of the Law, though CHRIST 


| performs them. To maintain, that We are juſtified 
by. theſe Works, is to confound che Difference de 


tween Th Law and the Goſpel.” | 

"Ah. * Though We ſhould Fr WY your. Pilz 
We cannot acquieſce in your Concluſion. The ſame 
Righteouſneſs, by which We are juſtified, is both 
legal a and evangelical. Legal, in reſpect to CHRIST, 
who was made under the Law, that He mi ht obey 
allits Commands. Evangelical, in reſpec to Us, 
who worle not Ourſelves, but believe in the great 


FUL $ = ILL E R of all Righteouſneſs.— This 1 is 


much of the fame Nature, with that other momen- 
tous Diſtinction in Divinity; Salvation is freely 
given, yet dearly bought. Freely given, with regard 


| to- Us dearly, bought, with regard to CHRI 87. - 
So Me are zuſtified by, Works, if Vou look. for- 


ward to our SURETY: We are juſtified-withauz 
Works," if Yo ou x Caſt 2 e We on Qur- 


8 a * 
5 8. 


e 42 revolving e FAME in. is is Min 
bee; after a ſhort Interval, renewed, the. Dit- — 
coprſe. 1 know not, whether my Friend is yteld- 


ie to. Ty. rgilmenits, or ſeatching after Odiee⸗ 


tions; delit erating upon a apitulation,, or muſ- 
went his Forces for afreſh Sally. However, let 


DP bfes e . F erer ee 9% me 
2 . 5 10 4 , of 8 [ 


Relig hom may. 3 But, whenever Reli 
it catinot, be Prefumptuont, becauſe it has GO D' 
lor its Warrant; it will not be inactive, ſince it is A 
Connection wah CHRI, ST the Bring Head. | 
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nis take this Oppottutilty of dropping 4 Hint, and 
ſuggeſting a Caution. r 
The grand Reaſoh,* Which inthe Wine ebf ple 
to tet this ernfortable Doktrine, lies concealch, 
if not in an abfolüte Biſbefier 6f dur LORP's etcr- 
nal Glory ind GOD HE AP, yet ifi unſettled MW 
Abprehenfions of it, or an habitutl Inattention to 
it.—If our 8 AV o @ was, nöt tealfy G0, ; 
48 forge Writers, ünhappily miſtaken” themſelves, : 
endeavour to petfuade the Wort it would be 
 reafohable Pratt, ahd entirely Confiltent Wich their 
"Scheine, to dla the Imputation of his Rig arcout- 
neſs. 'Becatife;' upon tuch 4 Suppoſition, bis Obe- : 
Uience was no more than bounden Duty; in which i 
there could not be the leaf Pretence to Merit, aid Ml 
Which could be profitable to None but Hintze | 
'Whereas, if We verily believe Him to be the ihcar- i 
nate GOD: his Submition to the Law becomes in ; 
Act bf. voluntary Humiliation. Which Circumffance, 
e er with the tHanſcerdent Dignity of Ris Perſon, 
render His Obedience, not meritorious nl but in. 
Spe, xa infinitely meritorious-. , 90.0 of 
As the Blood of CHRIST is eilted "GON: Ml ©? 
Pon Bled *;"{o the Obedience of CHRIST will ® 
performed i in * Perſon of that - Hlofable" * F. 
DIATOR, » 1050 ½ GOD er all f. He a. 
through: the whole 'Coutfe of 5 Lie 6 a 2 on 
Death At the © laßt, not mefely 48 ut 4 
'GOD-Wan;”' 1 JE: Fi Oy. ESU 6 41 
A EL. Let me ejitreat {ou to Temmbii 
Bs member this e ont. 4 2 5 of « 'oul 
Faith. nd: may che b 5 N I 
LF: Vs. 2 * 9 5 e 250 fig 


bie v 2 17 cls 


; 
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. TER 28. N + Rom. i ix. 5 


Þ 14 L. 0 UE. X. on 


aneh the eren vg eee of ſo Elorious a 
rue | OATS . 


Der. Far de it from; me, to. de ate fram/ the 
Digoity, of our SAV.1O UR's Perſons; or ta de- 


63 preciate the Merits « of his mediatorial Office. . Place 
We them a8 high, as Words can reach; exalt them as 
10 Har, ag. Thought. can boar; I ſtedfaſtly believe, Von 
D, Wilb ſtill. fall hort, unmeaſurably ſhort, of their real 
85, Worth. But this Conſideration ſeems toincreaſe the 
n Abſurdity, of your Notion... For, if CHRIST's 
TH Righteguſneſs, . bis very Righteouſneſs. be imputed ; 
zuf- | then, he true, Believers are altogether as righteous, | 
 þ a5 CHRIST, himſelf. . Whereas, if You main- 
oY tain, that bis Righteouſneſs is imputed only 89 
id itt Effects Yau will keep clear of this Rock. 
9 . bie I. apprehend, will be like RARER 
ol clear of Schlla, only to fall foul upon Charybdis. It 
1 vill drive. Us. upon a Method, which is inſufficient, 
1 unmegeſſarys) and, apparently abſurd. Inſufficent. 
fon, Fer, in order to.] uſtification, that muſt be imputed, 
: Which anſwers. the Demands of the Law. Now 


noching can do, this, but the Righteoufneſs, the 
J Ds e ee CHRIST. Wbo, by his 


FEY | Obedience, it the End of the. Law, for Righ- 
\ ＋. N 9% What are the Effects of = 
wb NDR E MER. Righteouſneſs? Perdomof gin, 
Garg Inſtißgatien of gur Perſons. When the Righ- 


Ang 
ut s enen of CH 3g $7, is imputed, We, hape Per- 


15> We bove Juſtification, ; Thee. .therafqne een 
mh; ne Py ee 8 ens k. 

5 Ane ee ei 
WI. — E El R's Richte 2uſneſs,—SanGifice- 
ve 1 27S Effect orruit of CHRIST's Ren- 


" neſs. But how firange would it be, * talk 
| of 


0 s 2 9 Y 27 11 +4 
BY p38" >» a 
h & - 


"ys 7% . 
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tion bf Heart l. Imputed [4% HRP 11 Lies — 
| not all this apparently abjerd Fo nb 1 1 „ 


by ten thoufand thouſand Facts; is abſolutely un- 


2 and the „ But at 


7” m AU Ki 
of am ĩmputed Loveofi GOD! Amputed Putiſida- 


Bro, which is generally . open and expanded; I 
ſer n ntracted almoſt into a Frown. Diſpleaſed, 
perhaps, with che moroſe and meagre nent of 
Argumentation. 50 ar. bawoils 1 ol 1 

+Thers No, Aspaſio. Lam net aifplediſed ; 85 
muſt confeſs, Jour Arguments put my Attention 2 
little. upom the Stretch. Th 21. Rab 3.04 wollct non! 

Asp. Well then; we will decken de Cords, and 
relieve. your Attention; by giving a Amiliar and 
comfortable View: of this great Tranſaction. It is 
repreſented in Scripture, under the Form of a ju- 
dicial Proceſso. GOD Himſeif 4s the Judge; in- 
conceivably holy to /abhor, and inflexibly juſt to 
puniſſi Sin. A Tribunal is erected, and inſeribed 
with this Motto; HE will judge the Secrets of AA 
and toiil in no wiſe tlear the Guilty. The Perſons I 
ſummoned to appear, are Adam and his Children. 
The Accuſers are, the Precepts of the Law) the 
Voice of Conſcience, and the Pempter of the Bre. 
thren, Satan. Alb theſe advance and urge the 
Charge; the Charge of Guilt ; horrid; aggravated, 
damnable Guilt. The Charge is proved is evidenced 


deniable. What can the Priſoner do? He has no- 
thing to alledge in his on Defönes. He'is dumb 
with Conviction, and covered with Cönfuſion. “ 
Non therefore He expects the gentence of Condem- 


IA _MMATDOGUEP N73. 
. = CHRIST" the; Righteous, becomes div Advoome: 
beet the ſpeechleſen guilty Wretch. IM MA 
NU EL, the Son of G0 D, —— Man, 
pleads his Cauſe . Deliver Him from Deſtruc- 
1 tiomm Lt his Surery. I have made a ful Atone⸗ 
ment; I have brought in a complete Righteouſ- 
0 all- AT Wis- Pied, coming from a divine and 
infinite Perſon, is allowed to be valid“ Coming 
from the Repreſentative and Surety of the Sinner, 
is admitted on his Behalf. This is Imputation.— 
Then follow the Effects of divine Imputation. A 
Sentente is pronounced in the Sinner's Favour; ab- 
folving Him from all Guilt; releaſing Him from 
all Penalties; declaring Him approved of GO, 
| and entitled to Heaven. This is 7fratian. 
When the Holy SPIRIT convinces the Sinner, 
how much He ſtands in need of this Bleſſing; 
teaches Him to ſee clearly, that it is perfectly free 
for his Acceptance; and enables Him, by Faith 
unfeigned, to apply it unto Himſelf; then He is 
Partaker of the Gift, He is ju/tified, Making con- 
tinual Uſe of this unſpeakable Benefit, He knows, 
that He is paſſed from Death unto Eife; and by 
this Knowledge, He is renewed *, He is ſanctied. 
This View will, I eruſt, bach relax Seen wins 
tention,-and comfort your Heart. 
Then. Lam obliged to Lou, Aſpn lo, for your 
IIluſtration. But ſtill che Difficulty remains, Ta 
illuſtrate, is one Thing to „ is and 
ther. Phe Light, which ſhews me the Colour of 
ar Mountaing des not remove it from my Patirs. 
HORI very Righteoufneſs is imputed co 
Believers, it bi vo” to me, hat Priicver | 
e nel en 4 2 muſt 
SACS 1 Col. ill, 10. 


A&A I—unlefa. Vou cap ſuppeſe, that to bo he 
Receiuer, is. in all Reſpects the. ſame, as to be che 
Abthor and Finiſherwunleſa, to bave an fitnputed 
 Bightroulnek, for our pan) particular Uſe, be al- 
together the ſame, as to have a; mediatarial Righ- 


459uine(s, for che Juſtification,of Others -vunleſd 
Mou eſteem ĩt one and the ſame Thing, ta he mais 
ta make Others, even innumerable Millions of Sips 
ners gighteous, fram our on Stock. of Merit. 
These are Circumſtances, which exeate à material, 
_ amaryclous Difference, between the Righteouſnck 
HEA and. his People. Which yield Room 
or a, vaſt». for. an. unmeaſurable. Pre- minence d 
Bis do theirs. 201 cw 33 +» mort): % 26 tinbs 10m 
Ther, Admitting, that Believers, cannot, Amke 
Ochers righteous ; vet, if CHRIST's Obedience 
be accounted their Righteguſyeſs, they ſeem. de hahe 
no mare Need of, pardaning Merey, than.CHRIST 
Himſehf. O1V AE SA thtmit 2ialt + 4 ee 
Ad. Ves g becauſe, (before this] 


TT if \ 
e eee tber 
| n in Sins. _— 

ter it, they are defective in their Duty, and in 


% wo Mott = | | _ IE Ther, 
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4 A Dots not this Doctrine render the Iriter- 

ceſton of our SAVIOUR ſuperfluous? What 
*þ RS for an Advocate wich the FA- 
ghitee ſhefs Das Hoither-Blewiſh 
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c They mae wen en Adeseateg firſt, 
dab chen may be brought Home to the RE PAH R ER 
of thety Breaches a, ahd made Partakers of his Righ- 
deouſneſs by k real Faith. Next, that their Faith 
way be preſerved, notwithſtanding all O ppoſition, 
Aledfaſtand immoveable; or rather may be carr 
on qvictorious and triumphant, even to the End. 
Then. Nou ſay, , HR IS T performed all that 
-&;whs conditionaly”” then He repented for Us, am 
belle eu for US." This muſt be admitted in Purſuanice 
of yout Printiples. But this is ſo wild a Notion; ſo 
'contrary'to Reaſon and wanne that r prese 
Is to'refute i ä 
Ap CHRIS Setforiind whatever wid de pure 
by che Covenant of Works, both before it was vio- 
dated, and after it had been tranſgreſſed. But neither 
Repontance- nor Faith were comprehended in this In- 
#Ritution; It knew nothing of the One, and it would 
not admit of the Other. —It was not therefore ne- 
Eblfary, neither indeed was it poffible, for our im- 
Welte and Divine I. ORP, to repent of Sin, 
Dr believe in 4 8 AV LOUR: * But He did un- 
ſpeakably more. He put away Sin by the Sacrifice of 
Himſelf + ; He is Himſelf the SAVIOUR of all 
the Ends ef the Eärth; and He has Power to be- 
tou chat bleſſsd 8 PIR IT, which worketh Faith, 
ee oe: b Bank 03 e e 
nne 28910 2 


her, 1 . Iſai. wi, 12, | t Heh. ix, 26 6. 
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Wits will — fallow; that a Man: ; is N 


juſtified, under the Ohbratter, of a notorious Tranſ- 
greſſor of ene Lau,; an guflificl under ehe Charac- 


ter of a ſinleſs Obſerver of the Law. And what · is 


* — * 


Oi, but +44 10 Inronſgſtenty a. 10 300 e one 
e "This iu ner preciſely be Thing; We mea 
We maintain indved, that a Man is juſtiſfted, a5 2 
Trahfgreftor; fot HE jujtifieth' the Dngody. But 
being juſtified; He enters upon a hew State He 
Ades a new Character; He is no o longer hark 
neſs and Guilt, but Righteot N nd: Light in 
the LO RD.—Neither is this — hE} tbr 1 
Harmonious 3 if We take in the two thnſtiturnt" Pay 
of uſtibication, The Acquittanct om Guilt, and 
a Title to Life. The former ſuppoſes Us to be 
Franſgreſſors"of the Law; and fuck the higheſ 
Saints in the World are. The küren tegie U, 
o be Fulfillers of the Law; and ſuch muſt the 
Tohefitors of Heaven be: tach lefs is this ittcon- 
ſtent, if We conſider Believers, in their per fondl 
and tative Capacity ; as they are in themſelves, 
and as they are in their 8 UR ETV. Notorious 
or corifefſed Tranſgreſſors in Themſelves; the 
have a fnleſs Obedience in CHRIST. The 
Conleioumeſe of that, will be an everlaſting Motive 
to Humilit 3 the Belief 'of _ an inexhauſtble 
Source of 17. * eee ee 
All this is no more enten, An is Union 
of af gloomy y Contexture and à lightſome Splendor, 
ot thoſe detacteä- Oak, Which göst amidft the 
Firmament. In themſelves, the) are à louring an 
tat Wee of Va ha gon Ry the 4 — of 


the 


KI AUOGUE NW 57 
ur Sun-beams} they are fair and bright as des po- 
liſhed Silver.” s 16093. „ wollot yidabiousiny fin eite 
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Ther) After all, the Imputation taught in 1 
ture, is hot the Imputation of GARIST's Righ- 
teouſneſs, but of our awr Faith. Agreeably to the 
ON tles expreſs Declaration, Abraham believed G05. 
and it was imputed to Him for Righteouſneſs, . 

1/3 This Obiection admits the Thing 1 in "Dif 
pute, though it contxoverts. the. Way and Manner of 


rk. obtaining it. Admits the Neceſſity of ſome active, 
in 8 pofitiue Righteouſneſs, , in order to our J uſtification, 
bat In this Parti ular, I am glad to agree with my The- 
nen, and in this Particular, I believe, the Generality 
aun of ſerious People agree with Us both. Whenever 
5 be : their Conſciences are awakened ; whenever they 
het | ſeck..tg eſtabliſh. the Hope of eternal Life, they 
1095 conſtantly, turn their Eyes to ſome Righteouſneſs. 
the Which, they apprehend, may, either in Whole or 
con- in Part, anſwer. the Demands of JE H OVA H's 
ſonal Law. Some look to their own zealous Reforma- | 


| tion en ſincere Obedience. Others call i in to their - 


Ives, 
riois Succour, Works of Supererogation in this World, 
they and the. Diſcipline of P urgator y in another. © My 


Friend would affign this Office to his Faith. | 
| + Ther; Is this a proper Anſwer to my Objection, 
Ahafio ? The Text is point-blank againſt Vour 
Tenet. You do wiſely therefore, not to conftont, 
| but tojelude. the Evidence. 
Ab. I did not intend it fo an 2 ' Ws 14 as 
an occaſf onal Obſervation, Which, nevertheleſs, has 
a, pretty, cloſe. Connection with the Subje, Nei- 
ther would 1. uſe ſo mean a Subterfuge, as to clude 
| an 


Rom. iv. 3. 


= baron 


XA at Argum tz: Licouk mee chf ut Cf m 
Penn hadogleyed rick Leifugeritooxplain myſeli, 
this ſhou}d haue been my Repiy.o Y boeh 9H Ml 
R is d ey Name! of Paith, torvenoupts:all 
Confidence inan Work; Duty o Qualification 
of our own. t is the Very Naturk of Faith to 
claim itfelf, aud to find the Whole of our juſtify- 
 Ing:Righteouſne(s in CHRIST; alone!) „Nat h 
e Faith, but the inſite Merie of my LORD. 
| his is moſt forcibly demonſtrated, And yoleſs zea- 
louſiy inculcated; im the Epifie ts the Nlilippiums *. 
There the: Apöftle interprets Himſelf, ard ſercles 
de our preſent Enquiryi There He ex- 
y declares that the Ground of his own Com- 
how the Cauſe of his ow Juſtification whs;not 
the Grace of Faith, but the:Righteattſneſs Ib 15 4 
60D by Faith: Not the Act of Beliefing)). but 
2 grand and glorious Object of à Sinners Be- 
„T EOR D eur Rigbtecnfneſt. And why 
Sach We not regard the Narrative of his Expe- 
Lience, as the very beſt Expoſition of his Doctrine? 
+ Befides 3 what was that Faith of Araham; ty 
which'the Apaſtle refers? Aae aan 
as the invariable Model of our Juſtification. a 
was Faith in the promiſed Sead; even in JE U 
CHRIST the Righteous: t. It was a firm Per- 
ſuaſion, that. this illuſtrious: PERSON ſhout 
ſpring from his Loins ; ſhould be the Author of 
eternal Salvation to Himſelf, and to! a-Multicude of 
Believers, numhberleſs as the Stars df Heaven. 
1» Accordingly,” it is kffirrbed by cle Evangelifl 
| "Phat 3 (rs DHR Fs Tes Day. He his 
120 INS 30 DG 02 21027 FIOQG! T3865 * mei- 


ws Gat. 3 1k: i. de l nM © | 


He rejoiced, Your will 9 
Faith; butinoCHREST's Days. VAn-evideps Proof, 


on . —— by the far- 
to merz but by the latter. Let Us then. tread in the 
F Steße df mat hey Patriarch; and Me ſhall aſcribe 


bla, We ſhalt afcribe vtbing to dur Faith; but all 
),” to (che infinitely exellent! ae e of our 
eb RE DEE MER: not 1h 


* Ther,\\bare that; Tort wil: not Scene to 


tles one lnſpivation# The, inſpired Writer makes no 
ex- mention of a REDEEMER Righteouſnek. 
o- He fayr-expreſly-and poſitively in, that is, Abra- 


um's Faith and not e 4 _ _ was ee 
uno Min for Rig | 
2:0 FpniPrus;) Tales; 0 choſe Windows 2 bee 
Þbned;-are counted, The Lights of your Houſe. And 
why E Becauſe they, and not any Thing elſe, i 
xpe- i bumihate? No; but / bechuſe they afford à Paſfage 
ne? tothe dlluminating Rays: Through them, the 
;;: to WW. firſthand. beſt of Elements, is diffuſed into all our 
zofes, Habitation. So Me are ſaved by Grice xh uugh Huirb; 
Dt by Grace imputing, through Faith accepting, the 
$.US WE: Righteouſneſs of ES Us CHRIS T. Grace is 
1 the magnificent Source of this nobler Light; Faith 
the Means of - tranſmitting i it into _ the: * n 
ties ef the Soul! « 2110 „J 23d ten garn 
0 hen dur EORD dedlares to the diſeaſed Wo- 
man, Ty Fuith bath madu thee whole N how are We 
tounderftand/his Weeds 2, That the Patients Belief, 
aud not fthe . Agency of CAR IST; wrought the 


Cure? To 2 81 this, would be extremely hems 
| . 40 + : ; hs ts 1: KAtory 


2 Matt. 5 ix. 22. , RTE 


„% DAL Oe *. 
gatoty to the Peer vs e @ Mvstctas 
: And if We aſcribe Juſtification, to the Act of 
* Nieving, this will be equally derogatory y to che Obe 
dience of our great ME DIATOR. In the bo 
mer Caſe, CHRIST and his-omnipotent Operatian, 
were All in All. In the. latter Caſe, CHRIST ; 
and his infinite. Merit, are All. in All. In bet 
Caſes, Faith is only the Eye to 4ifeern, or the 
-Hagd to receive, the ſorereign Good. 1 70 75 | 
Ther. I apprehend, the Apoſtle | meatis, chu 
1 Faith, inſtead of his on perfect Obe- 
4 « dience, was admitted as his juſtifying. Righteou!: | 
=, and became the Cans of his AO with 
GOD. 3 


This, 1 n. f * the Meaning 

3 Faith is very particularly difting | 
the Righteouſneſs which is ) Faith, which 1 is 9 
Faith. Theſe Forms of Expreflion, put an ap- 
parent Difference between the evangelical Faith, 
and the evangelical Righteouſtie(s. Since, what. 
ever is by another, and of another, cannot, with- 
out the greateſt Violence to Reaſon and Language, 
de reckoned that. other. —If Faith itſelf. was the 
1 of our e ance with 80 8 then "ou 


8 as Rem: ix. 30. Phil. — OY The Aj it | 3 
never make by > of this Ts As be % 
* as Wen, 


Making 255 82 85 EE the eu | 4p | 4 vs. 
'; -the Inſtrument of. «pplyin 7 he gr 1s procured b "ah RK 
--ther,—Such Langnage aß the former, ſeems contrary Wl the 

92 75 Ix. Words of our L ORD FESUS CHRIST * 
Yet,. Theron's Senſe of the a under Debate wer Pbe g 
Ad ted, the Doctrine contained in this unſcriptural and + 

offenfive Style, is the 2 9 Hs 
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Scud be, ine bed 


FA. KAN itdands'upon;Record in the Scriptures; 


Ft 8 tp em of Hedyen; 


peg D | Ge 4 4 mort wt 


#*iaded; how the 
be;,mag: W 1 what Reafon the Apoſ- 
Ic Rave, ook al Things, bur the 
t it 8 ls of CHRIST, meaner than Drofs 4 
e that 15 preſuine fo. correct Inſplratign. 
82 Hulp in er tet the inſpir ed Wor d in an barmo- 
nious Confiftency- with, itſelf. This 59 agree 
572 to che prevailing Beit 190 2 ig the current 
Language bf Seriptüre.— T the prevailing Der- 
beim; Which is A BrIIL vine, IN HIM, WEO 
joorrotavir THE UNnGobLy.* Sift/ and Examine 
this Expreon ; Hai who jultificth.” Tou WII 
find, that the. Vork is HR Ses; "CHRIST's 
'2hd no Other's.” The HOLY "CHOST ions 


2 Dd Oe our” Juſtification, I 
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It myſt be imderfiogd, andy, Dri 
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K In che Namo oi n and You 
this 2 harſh and ob 


— 8 „They are — — 
knom hut one Uſe, they are fured: ti ſervtiſ chat ic 
| to perplex and puzzle-a Cane; You! cannbt mains 
N like the Liquor, 2 - certain 
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This; H Bron in the Meaning of our unceut 

5 eee 
10 5 chith Faith contirniatly wiewsy 

— — bends; and on which 


n eee 000 26 agg gns % net 


Vo be ꝓlainer fflwWe are Juſtified: by Falch 


the ſemi Manser, n Wo are fel by che Hand, 
cseeriſach hy the Mouth. Neither the Hund wor 


the Mouth ate the Corſe of our Suſtenance, bur 
aiim buy, that of conveying it, this of e- 


bei wing it Af an Apoſtle affirms; e . 
falt iy Auiib e Faith itſelf dewlares; in #ht' LORD. 
I baue Righteouſneſs. Put theſe Paſſages together, 

and Vun will have the true Senſe of Sur Doctrine, 


© antqh# tu Doctrine of the Geſpel i 
auen Thenjfoctes fied from the Perſecution of 


kak Ceuntrymen, What recommended ——— 
ths PeotnQion of King umu Not hi 

that was rohnoxious—Not his ARions they ud 
heats Noftile=sBut' the Perſon" of the youny'P 
whom ane diſtreſſed Refugee eautzht uß in his 
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digs 6 d Lim entry of Nervs 81 Min d, and. 44 be by, 


To, —— . 
pw A R k from Paræus, couched in his 
pertinent to the Purpoſe, and ſo full an Ex- 
"off the Fo the Point, that it — be an Injury to the 
2 W ted male it a Part of my Notes. And ſome 
Readers, I mpprehend; not much Uihuainter with "this: 
Alfa ned Roary Diale&, may be well enougdk pleaſed 


iv view -al gpecime : and like ig, as they:dv/ t —.— ; 


N 
aithe ys ut not 72 
["wotkiag cr mr to mr ns ons ton 


"tally, üs Thought it were-icfelf the conFituens Canſe 


* of our Juſtification; but it juſtifieth oje as c 
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Arms; andy charged with theſe Credentials, pre. 
denten Ffimſelf to the royal Parent * 80% Faith 


Whaät it embraces; what it preſents, and what p 
T FFC 
ere Ie notthis Heibi Diſtin&tion4 | and th 
exceffive R. ment? Has it any F r 
Sefipture?: AC ao te. cn, 


Jer 2 * 4 
SH * Ei 2 i 1 


b. Ag is implied in almoſt allthe Roprofertation 1 
of GHRIT SH, and all the Deſcriptions of i Faith, 


-@ccur:in the ſacred Writings. 2 * 8 . 


| . 8 is likened to Clothing; and Believen a 


are ſaid to have put o OHR I rk 1. Now, i 
cannot be the Act of putting on, that 
Bodies; or keeps them warm; but ths nee 
Garment, which is wore! He is compared to Bead: 
Aumiße Bread of Lie ſ. Shall we ſay ? It is the Ad 
of Eating, which ſtrengthens the Conſtitution; an 
recruits dur Spirits. No ſurely; but the Food eaten 
and digeſted. G HRT was type fied by 'the Gi 
the talen Man- 


e e$; and Sinners, by 
9 þ n flayet 


ö 1 711 I 

— This ae Pliboreh,: was 1 te to that 

| Ke hr ; us reckoned: the moſt ſolemn Method of fop- 
plicating \Pavour ; and ſeldom met with a Repulſe— Io 
Which Tmay add, It is a Cuſtom which CHD ianů fhoul 
"imitate; in alt their Addreſſes to the G G D- and TA 
T HER of. our LORD NS O. Wes 
thus uſed, thus improved; it will ne ven fail of Succeſs. 
$24, Pr. Si thought it no fanciful Diſtinction, wen 

He ſo Juczcfoufly obſerved; Faith is an A or! Duty o 
me Sôul, bur does not z Juſtify 
cis 8 PIR FT! büt Aces dt . as ſuch. 0 But W. 
are juſtißted by Faith, us'ir ef to, 1, anden. 
Bratt, CERES 2. ee Form aſtifcation 
t Gaſ. Wi 80 e nil HS ER Nun. 
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xecommends +6 GOD," and juſtifies the Soul, 'no 
foritfelf ot its town Worth; but on Account of 
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3 vag it the bare Act of Flying, which ſcreened: the 


wache, Nom 
fed my gaps feonritur,, cut upprebenditur. Bax cgH¹⁰uWs in 
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ayers nb d He fled to oneę of thoſe: privileged. 


Abolles g and there remained,.wasfafe,i No Pruſe 


eutichvajaintf Hini could bevalid » He had nothing: 
to fear from tbe Avenger of Blood. In this Caſs, 


Criminal? By no means: this conveyed Himwtog 
Plagewk Security. But the Kurs iſſeh Was his . 


I tuarys iis (Aſylum, His; Safeguard. Ai wiege 


Faith is ſtyled, A receiving of CHRI 8. 755 . 4 


manys ug recefued: Him, ta them gave He Powers, to 
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0 HAVE often purpoſed, and as en 

7 forgot, toxaſk my Theron—W hat Pics 
ture He was fo attentively ſurveying, 

hen 1 ſtole unperceived upon Him, 


. N würite Arbour * 
Der. 1 wag in Eing a penßve Pleaſure, in view- 


ing the Ruins, and-conteriplating the Fate of Baby- 
Wi —that renowned and opulent City! Once the 
ee ſidence of the ¶MHrian Monarchs, and Capital of 

one of the greateſt Empires in the World. The 
Draught J held in my Hand, repreſented ſome of its 
Remains. And indeed this was the very laſt Sub- 


ject, which employed my Thoughts. In the Morn- 
5 ing, my Son brought me his Obſervations upon the 
Jcene; which J have juſt now been reviſing. 


* Fer, I frequently ſet Him, to exerciſe his Judg- 

nent, or diſplay his Fancy, on remarkable Paſſages, 
0 1 # whiltbbocurin Hiſtory.— He was lately commiſſioned 
to determine a Controverſy, between the illuſtrious 


Vor. II. | G - Leonidas, 


* See Dialogue V. 
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Tonia, and the leſs celebrated 1 This 
was the Point in Debate: Which of them diſcovered 
the. true/t Generoſity of Spirit, and the moft herai 


Love of their Country? The former, who expoſed 
his Life, nay, devoted Himſelf to Death, in its 
Defence? Or the latter, who, when He was Can- 
didate for.a Seat among the Three Hundred, and 
loſt his Election; inſtead of being chagrined or diſ- 
_ ſatisfied, went home unfeighedly rejoicing, “ That 
there were found in Sparta three hundred Men, 
* more worthy than Himſelf ?? —The Taſk of this 
Day was, To give a deſcriptive Picture of thoſe 
wonderful Ruins. 

Ap. Pray, let me have the Pleaſure of hear 
the young Gentleman's Performance. 

Ther. It will be too long, and too puerile: tire 
your Patience, and offend your Taſte. 

App. Idon't uſe to make either of theſe Complaints, 


when I am entertained with Theron's Compoſitions. 


And, as the Son has ſo much of his Father's Genius, 
I am not at all apprehenſive of any ſuch Diſappoint- 

 ment.—We have a moſt agreeable Situation, and 
more than an Hour's Leiſure. I muſt therefore re- 
peat my Requeſt. 

Ther. Tis true, 1 have retouched the Sketch: 
which may render it ſomewhat more tolerable. And 
fince You perſiſt in your Demand, I will read the 
Paper. Only deſiring ſome Allowance for a little 

Taxurianey of Imagination. Which, in young Wri- 

ters it hn be adviſable to indulge, rather than re- 

ER As Age and e will, probably, 


come 


. This Opinion i 18 authoriſed by that penetrating and 
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= come with the Pruning-knife, and make the proper 
Retrenchments. I muſt farther obſerve, that, con- 


trary to the Cuſtom which prevails in our Schools, 
I generally chooſe to have Him expreſs his Senti- 
ments in Engliſp. Becauſe, it is in this Language, 
He muſt communicate his own, and become ac- 
quainted with the Ideas of his Neighbours. Be- 
cauſe, to acquire ſome good Degree of Propriety 
and Fluency in this his native Tongue, will be in- 


comparably more ſerviceable, than to ſpeak Latin 


with the Terentian Elegance, or to write it with the 
| Cicerenian Copiouſneſs. 1 9 55 | 

Is this. Babylon ? The Glory of Kingdoms The 
Beauty of the Chaldean Excellency! 1 


Mpere once the gorgeous Eaſt, with richet Hand, 85 
|  Shower'd on her Kings barbaric Pearl and Gold. 


How is She fallen! Fallen from the Height of Mag- 
nificence, into the Abyſs of Confuſion ! What was 
once the Object of univerſal Admiration, is now 
become a Spectacle of Aſtoniſhment and Horror. 


The Palace, where Majeſty ſat enthroned like | 


ſome terreſtrial Deity, is a Heap of Rubbiſn: no 
longer diſtinguiſhed by an Air of ſuperior Elegance, 
but by ſtronger and more melancholy Marks of de- 

7 Ge Þ: cv fn: wn _ parted 


& inveniat, & inwentis gaudeat, fint licet illa non ſatis ficca 
& ſevera.. Farile Remedium et Ubertatis, fterilia mello La- 
| bore vincuntur. Illa mihi in Pueris Natura nimium Spei da- 

bit, in qua Ingenium Judicio praſumitur. Materiam eſſe pri- 

num wvolo. abundantiorem, atque ultra quam oportet fuſam. 

Multum inde aecoguent Anni, multum Ratio limobit 1 N 


velut Ul 22 Aeteretur. | N Lib. II. ys 
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parted Dignity Where, the Nobles of that 
ſumptuous Court, trailed along the marble Pavements 
their Robes of Purple and Embroidery; there, the 

creſted Sooke. Marr: or the herce Serenpmed Adder 


Ho Aidgraggd 3 is. the Rum of State; and what 
| Contempt, deſerved Contempt, is poured upon, 
the Bangueting-houſe! In the firſt, the haughty 
>< who ſaid in his Heart, I am, and none 
* ofe beſides me +,” gave Audience to cringing, Sy- 
cophants and adoring. Vaſſals. In the laſt, Hoſpi- 
tality, forgetting her generous Character, acted as, 
an infamous Procureſs for Debauchery; and Luxury 


and Lewdneſs almoſt briitalized a People, profuſely 
given to Pleaſures ; Now, Thorns over-run the 
Ci.ircumference, and © Deſolation fits in the Thre- 


c ſhold' of them both; „Where are the. Roofs of 


Ivory, painted with Vermillion, and adorned. with 
| «Koo 


Ben enjamin, 1 in his [rinerary „ written 
about the Year en our LORD 1170, tells: 2 That 
Place, where this City 
it wholly deſolated and deftroyed. 
by hol, om Ruins of Nebuchadnezzar's Palace were ſill 
— 1 0. 

ti by reaſon o many W 7. eee 

5 en ane, D . 

+. Ifai. xlyii. Ay: 

1 PINES to Pliaſurer—T his is 1/ac 
e Chap. xlvii, 85 On which Paſſage, 
can afford a clearer. Comment, than the Account which 

— Duimtus Curtias gives of their unbounded Voluptuouſaeſß. 
i maxime in Vinum, & gue Ebrieratem /equuntur, 
off ſuns. "Nikhil Urbis' efus corruptius Moribus,: ibil ad 
#30 3 illiciendaſque immodicats Faluptates inſtructiui. 
Whoever reads what follows, in that elegant 
5 26d modeſt Hiſtorian, . 
a 3 too fevers for * WER: corrupt 


4 remaining; near them, 


abs REO * the 


burni: 
SI] yielde 
= their 
Dirt, 
longe! 
pomp 
in ſon 
porter 
ſprigh 
Day; 
flaps þ 
let th 
Warn 
lights 
Taper 
the fe 
the ex 
Stench 

The 
conſol 
Towers 


3 


DIALOGUE XI. it 
Seu pture? The radiant Roofs, wlöſe Lamps of 
burniſhed' Silver, pendent in many a blazing Row, 
yielded Light as from another Sæy? Swept from 
their Foundations, they lie clotted with deflling 
Dirt, or claſped with tangling Briars. Muſic nd 
longer pours her Harmony, through the ſpacious and 
pompous Apartment; but the Night-Owl, neſtling 
in ſome Cleft of the Ruins, ſcreams her harſh and 
portentous Diſſonance. Foy no longer leads up the. 
ſprightly Dance, amidſt the Luſtre of that artificial 
Day; but the ſolitary Bat flits in ſilent Circles, ot 
flaps her ſooty Wings. —All thoſe gay Delights 


| let the Sour of Senfuality hear the Tale, and take 


Watnitig from the Cataſtrophe |—all thoſe gay De- 
lights are extinguiſhed, like one of their feebleſt 


| Tapers; which, having illuminated for a-while 


the feſtive Aſſembly, ſhone itſelf to the Edges of 
the exhauſted Socket, and i in a Moment flaſhed i into 

Stench and Darkneſs. 1 
The Walls, were cemented with Bitumen *, 2 | 
conſolidated” into the Firmneſs of a Flint. "The 
Tuer were more like the N Mountains +, 
than 


* The Walls were built of Brick, and cemented with 
a e Kind of Slime; Which binds more firmly than 
any Mortar, and ſoon grows harder, than the Brick or 
Stones themſelves.— Theſe Fortifications were, accord: 
ing to the Account given by Herodotas, in Breadth eighty- 


ſeven Feet, in Height three hundred and fifty Feet, and 


reckoned to be abſolutely impregnable. Infomuch that 
the Inhabitants, when beſieged by Cyrus, inſulted Him 
from the Walls, ' and laughed at his Attempt, as a vain 
impracticable Project.—0. & % 70 Tuxs' xx ſary xν co- 
Mopuay. XENO EH. Inſt. Cyr. Lib. VII. 

+ Berofus, deſcribing Be of the Edifices, n D 
this City, ſays; Tus ow eTvove; cord vg opens, Such 
Was their Compaſs and 18 that they appeared lies 

3 


on- 
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than the Work of human Hands. The Inhabi- 
tants, confiding i in ſuch prodigious Bulwarks, de- 
fied the approaching Enemy; and looked down with 
bp fearleſs Diſdain, on the Army of Beſiegers. But 
now the Prophet's Threatening i is moſt terribly ful- 
filled; Babylon is fallen, is fallen *. Her broad 
N alls are utterly broken f. And all Her Fortifica- 
tions, though ſtrong and ſtable, as the united Pro- 
ductions of the Quarry and the Foreſt could make 
them, are demoliſbed; are laid low; are brought to 
the Ground, even to the Duſt 7. 
Where are the Gates, the grand and glittering 
Gates ||, which admitted the triumphant Hoſts, or 
_ poured forth their numerous Legions againſt the 
Day of Battle? Not one Trace remains, to tell the 
Inquiſitive Stranger; „Here the ſpacious Avenues 
<« opened: Here the maſly Portals roſe. Com- 
modious Falks, in which the cluſtering Merchants 
raiſed the buſy Hum, and planned the Schemes of 
Commerce; ample Streets, in which Induſtry drove 
the toiling Car, or ſmote the ſounding Anvil ; are 
ſhrouded with matted Graſs or buried beneath the 
x  Jankeſ 


Mountains, This may be the Reaſen, hy Bodylm, 
though ſituate i in a Plain, is called a Mountain; Behold! 
am againſt Thee, O dt eftroyin Mountain, Jaith the 
| LORD: hough I rather think, the Word 1s to be 
taken in the figurative Senſe, frequently uſed, DY the Pro- 


phets. Who | y Mountain, expreſs a poaer ful, , by For eſt, 

a populous State or City. Jer li, 25. | 

| Toh 5. Antig. Lib. X. 

. Iſai. xxi. g. '+ Jer. i ch. 1 Iſai 
xxv. 12. 


. There were no les than an 105 18 Gates, all of 
folid Braſs. Hence it is, that when JEHOVAH pro- 


miſes to make Cyrus Maſter of Babylon, He ſpeaks i in this 
very remarkable and particularizing Manner.; vill bra 
in Pieces before Thee the Gatgs of Braſs, Tai. xly. 2. 
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rankeſt Weeds. Silence, in both Places, a ſullen 
= Silence reigns; and InaQtivity, a death-like Inac- 
W tivity, ſlumbers. 

What is become of thoſe 1 WEE 
for curious Contrivance, and ſtupendous 1 
were never equaled in any Nation under Heaven? 
Terraces, that overlooked the talleſt Houſes ? Par- 
= zerres, exalted to the Clouds, and opening their 
= fowery Beauties in that ſtrange Region] Groves, 
Ss whoſe very Roots were higher than the Tops of the 
loftieſt Trees“ They are now ſmitten by a dread- 
ful Blaſt. "Their Beauty i is decayed, like a withered 
Leaf. Their very Being is gone, /ike the Chaff of 
the Summer Threſhing-floors ; which the Wind car- 
rieth away, and its Place is no where found t. What 
was once the favourite Retreat of a Queen, and the 
Admiration of the whole World, is now a Neſt for 
| poiſonous Reptiles, and a Kennel for ravenous Beaſts. 
—The Traveler, inſtead of expatiating with De- 
light, where this penſile Paradiſe flouriſhed, is ſtruck 
with Horror ; keeps at a trembling Diſtance ; and, 
lifting his Eyes to Heaven, as He ſurveys the rue- 
ful Spot, cries out; Righteous art Thou, O LORD, 
and true are thy Tee / 

Here ſtands an Obeliſk, maimed by the Stroke of 
revolving Years, like a Mountain-Oak ſhattered by | 
the flaming Bolt. Another, all unhinged and quite 
disjointed, ſeems to tremble before every Blaſt that 
ne ee the Pyramid 4; firm as the ſolid 

2; | Rock, 


2 Penfil ales Horti 9 , fammam Murorum Altitudinem æguan- 


tes, „ mu Larumgue Arborum Umbra & Proceritate amen. 
CURT. Lib, V. 


- + Dan, ii. 38. 
I outs calls 2 Temple of , Lib. XV. 
G 4 But 
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Rock, and ftedfaſt, One would have thought, a 
the perpetual Hills; | wrenched from its mighty 
Baſe, is tumbled headlong i in enormous Ruin, and 
has cruſhed many a Structure by its Fall.—See, 
yonder, the triumphat' Arch; which exhibited, 
through its extenſive and beautiful Bend, an ad- 
vantageous View of the Firmament. It was, once, 
the graceful. Memorial of ſome celebrated Victory; 
it is, now, converted into a Trophy of a very dil. 
ferent Kind. Such is its proud aſ piring Brow ; and 
nothing remains, but two uneven, battered, ragged 
Stumps; which ſerve to recognize the deſtructive 
| Ravages of Time; or ATI _ 1 whos 
geance of Heaven. 
, Spares, that pierced the Clouds, mi Wort into the 
Skies, are leveled with the trodden Soil. | On Pin- 
les, to which the ftrong-winged Bird could hardly 
ſoar, the groveling Worm crawls,” and the ſordid 
"Snail leaves her ſlimy Frack. .— Baths, that contained 
the tranſlucent Wave, and were ſo often perfumed 
with odoriferous Unguents, are choked with Filth; 
the grand Colonade, that ſurrounded them, is ſhivered 
to Pieces; and the elevated Dome, that covered them, 
is daſhed to the Ground. —MW here. the public Aqu- 
Aus conveyed Cleanlineſs and Health, along their 
al Currents; there, croking Vermine ſwarm 
among the Weeds, and noiſome Exhalations ſteam 


from the myo look rpund on the En, the 
5 wo almoſt 


Bot if the Critics i in Hiſtory ſhauld queſtion or deny the 

Exiſtence of Pyramids among the Babylonians, for thi 
and other Liberties uſed by our young: Declaimer, H- 
race hall 4 an Apology: 6 


— Piforibus ads Poetis . 


. ; Salt audenai 8 285 * Poor. 


royal 
: 
L 
Z 
£3 


almoſt 
perial 
Plenty 


curab] 
** 
Aug 


fect th 


in the 
| the cc 


glowee 


jeſtic 


ſuppli: 
nities, 


the (at 


Allis“ 
they ce 
den dot 


1 4 
his Wo 
eight Pi 
aroſe to 
And is 
Part of 
whole E 


rather v 


Tongue 
ſtrong 1] 
City and 
1 . 
an 

tentat 
up in the 
of the $ 
Cubits, | 


p. 95, & 


DIALOGUE XI. my 
almoſt boundleſs Plains, on which this ſuperb im- 
perial City aroſe | They were once à Magazine of 
Plenty, a Source of vegetable Riches, for their 


5 | royal Miſtreſs. What are they now? A foul, in- 


curable Moraſs; a dead, ſtagnating Lake. A Pf 


N ſeſſion for the Bittern, and Pools of Mater 


1 Auguſt and ſtately Temples, which ſeemed: to af- 


fect the Neighbourhood of the Skies +, are proſtrate 


: | in the very Duſt. Who can point the Spot, where 


the conſecrated. Victim bled, or the ſacred Fire 


glowed? Where the ſceptred Image lifted its ma- 
jeſtic Head, or the venerating Crouds bowed: the 


ſuppliant Knee t? Degraded are thoſe ſplendid Va- 
nities, and caſt (according to the Denunciation of 


| 'the- ſacred *Oracles) 70 the Bats and 70 the Moles ſ. 


All is low; low as the ſpurious Dignity of the Idols 
they complimented; low as the Straw, that is trod- 


den drwn for the Dunghil g. 


Sepulchres, 
- + A Tower in the Temple of Belus, and dedicated to 
his Worſhip, was moſt e 4 high. It conſiſted of 
eight Piles of Building, erected one above another. It 
aroſe to the Elevation of fix hundred Feet perpendicular. 
And is thought, by the learned Bochart, to have been 
Part of that ſuperb Work, which was begun when he 

whole Earth was of one Language: but miſcarried, or 


rather was Providentially defeated, by the Confuſion of 


Tongues. In this Structure, there were doubtleſs very 
ſtrong Traces of that arrogant Boaſt ; Ler Us Build Us a 
City and a Tower, whoſe Top may reach 10 Heaven, Gen. 
. SN 


T Alluding to that prodigious Inſtance of Profuſeneſs, 


Oſtentation, and idolatrous Madne's, the golden Image fee 
up in the Plain of Dura: whoſe Height (that is, the Height 
of the Statue and Pedeſtal taken together) aua. 2 
Cubits, Dan. iii. 1. See PRIDEAUX*s Connection, Vol. I. 
p. 95, Sc. p. 567, Ge. e 

| | Lai. ii. 20. | 


9 Iſai. xxv. 10. 
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Sapulchres, venerable Repoſitories of the Dead; 
awful Manſions, deſtined to everlaſting Conceal. 
ment; are cleft and rent aſunder. They diſcloſe 
the horrid Secrets of the Pit, and frightfully yawn 
upon the blaſted Day. | Poſſibly, ſome ravenous 
Creature lurks within, that has already rifled the 
Tomb of its Hero; given the putrid Bones a new 
© Grave; and waits only for the Approach of Night, 
to repeat his Dirge in Vells.—Inſcriptions, deſigned 
to perpetuate ſome illuſtrious Character, or eternize 
ſome heroic Deed, are blended in the promiſcuous 
Maſs. In vain, would the prying Antiquary ſearch 
for a legible or confiſtent Sentence: in vain, at- 
- tempt to find the memorable Names of a Nebuchad- 
nezzar or a Nimrod. Theſe, though engraved on 
Plates of Braſs, or cut in Blocks of Marble, are loſt 
amidft the ſtupendous Lumber ; as Prints on the 
25 unſteady Sand are effaced, when returning Tides 
ſmooth the furrowed Beach. 7 
Here and there a ſtraggling Cypreſs riſes, as it 
were with funeral Solemnity, amidſt the Waſte *, 
| Somewhat like the black Plumes, nodding over the 
mournful Hearſe, they augment the Sadneſs of the 
Scene, and throw a deeper Horror on all below.— 
No human Voice is heard, nor human Face ſeen, 
. amidſt theſe deſolated Heaps. Too dreary, even 
for the Roam of hoary Hermit, or the Cell of gloomy 
Monk. Abandoned they are, totally abandaned, to 


» ® Rauwolf, a German Traveler, who paſſed that Way, 

in the Year of our LORD 1574, ſays; * This Country 

4 is ſo dry and barren, that it cannot be tilled ; and ſo 

bare, that I ſhould have doubted, whether the potent 
4 Babylon did ſtand there, if I had not known it by ſeve- 
* ral antient and delicate Antiquities, that are ſtill ſtand- 
* ing hereabout in great Deſolation.” | 
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DIALOGUE WM. wy 
the Dominion of Solitude; ar elſe, to the unmo- | 
leſted Reſort of ſhaggy Monſters, and feathered 

Hags ; which ſtun the midnight Hours—theſe, with 
W their importunate Shrieks—thoſe, with their exe- 
be = "Ss 6 
- See! to what a deſpicable, what. an abhorred 
State, the proudeſt Monuments of earthly Gran- 
deur, and the moſt coſtly Apparatus for earthly 
Felicity, may be reduced! A pregnant and alarm- 
| ing Proof, that, for laſting Honour, or real Hap- 


They build too low, who build beneath the Skies. 


Aſp. I very much approve the Choice of your 
Subject. The Ruins of Perſepolis, would have given 
Us a View of Magnificence in Abaſement. The 
Ruins of Palmyra, might have ſhewed Us Elegance 
in the Duſt. But the Ruins of Babylon diſplay at 

once, Magnificence and Elegance under an Feliple, 
Scripture and Revelation in their Glory.—The De- 
ſtruction of this City, which was abſolutely un- 
equaled * in every Inſtance of Dignity, and ſeem- 


ingly 


* Unequaled—Repreſented therefore by the golden Head 
in Nebuchgduezzar's prophetic Dream, and emblematic 
Image, Dan. ii. 38.—Deſcribed by an antient Author, 
| as Omnium quas unquam Sol aſperit Urbium maxima.—And 
moſt magnificently pourtrayed, together with its entire 
Demolition, in the Prophet's beautiful Draught. Thou 
haſt made of a City, an Heap; of a deftnced City, a Ruin; 
Way, a Palace o Strangers, to be no City. —A City—a defenced 
ountry City 4 Palace; ſo grand and ſtately, that it ſeemed like 
and ſo one continued Palace. Vet this incomparably grand 
potent WF City, ſhall become a Heap of Rubbiſh—a frightful and 
7 ſeve- WF Tideous- Rain n City; nothing like it; without an 
Rand- WF Indication or Token, that it was ever inhabited. Jai. 

XXV. 2. : 8 
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ingly invincible by any Enemy, muſt certainly hart 4 
been looked upon as the 91 improbable of Events, | 
Nevertheleſs its utter Deſtruction was decreed by 


.FEHOV AH, and denounced by his Prophet, ſe- 8 rious 1 


vb 


veral Ages before the Execution took place. The 
at the | 
WT totally, 
WW threw, d 


awful Sentence was not only denounced, but record. 
ed; andi is ſtill NN in the public Archives of 
dur Religion. © YT Oy, 

©" Ther. Where is this Sentence” recorded, and re- 
maining? FO. gti, ee Ok 

Aſp. In the Prophecy! of Iſaiah. And not 0 re. 
Wee n but in the moſt circumſtantial Manner, and 
- with a minute Detail of the horrible Deſolations, 
Theſe ars the Words of the inſpired Writer; Baz 
LON, the Glory of Kingdoms, the Beauty of the Cha- 
dirt Excellency,” fhall be as when G O D. overthrew 
Sadom and Gomorrah. It fhall never be inhabited; 
neither ſhall it be dwelt. in from Generation to Genera 
tion: Neither ſhall the Arabian pitch Tent there; neither 
Hall the Shepherds make their Bid there. But will 
Beafts of the Deſart ſpall lie there, and their Houſs 
Hall be full of doleful Creatures, and Owls ſhall dui 
there, and Satyrs ſhall dance there. And the will 

Beafts of the Iflands ſhall cry in their deſolate Houſes 
end Dragons i in their pleaſant Palaces s. 

In the two firſt Sentences, is compriſed the mol 
finiſhed Picture of Proſperity and Grandeur. Th 
Gulury ef Kingdoms ; beyond every other royal Seat, 
ſpacious, ornamented, and wealthy; : revered by 
many conquered and tributary Dominions, as: thei 
Miſtreſs," and their Sovereign.—The Beauty. of it 
Chaldees Excellency : The Chaldeans, who excelled all 
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and in Power, even they gloried in this imperial 
City. This was the higheſt Honour of the moſt 
inuſtrious, and chief Strength of the moſt victo- 
rious People; faireſt, where all was conſpicuouſly» 
fair; nobleſt, where all was ſupereminently noble. 


Let this diſtinguiſhed, this crowning City, ball, 
et the blaſting of the Breath of JE H OVA H, b. 
cotally, totally deſtroyed, even as when GOD: over 
W threw: Sodom and Gomarrah. | 
In deſcribing the Overthrow, the Pres: is 
equally admirable; and riſes, by a moſt judicious 
g Gredation, into all the Pomp of Horror. g. d. 
„ Now, indeed, it is thronged with Citizens; but, 
« the Hour is coming, when it ſhall be entirely. 
depopulated, and not ſo much as a ſingle Inha- 
„ bitant left. A eſt Lou ſhould think, that in Pro- 
«ceſs of Time it may be re-edified, and again 
E abound with Joyful Multitudes, it Hall never be 
| © inhabited more; no, never be dwelt in any more, 
« from Generation to Generation; but ſhall continue 
a diſmal Waſte, through all ſucceeding Ages.— | 
A Waſte ſo diſmal, that none of the neighbour- 
hal ing Shepherds ſhall make their Fold, or find fo 
e much as an occaſional Shelter for their Flocks 3 
e where Kings, Grandees, and Crouds of afluent 
Citizens, were wont to repoſe themſelves in 3 
«found Tranquility. Even the rude and roving 
* Arabian, ſhall not venture to pitch bir Tent, nor 
be able to procure for Himſelf the poor Accom- 
modation of a Night's Lodging; where Millions 
« of palite People baſked in the dunſhine of profuſe 
4 Proſperity.— —ln ſhort; it ſhall neither be habit - 
able, nor acceſſible; but a Dwelling-place for 
_; Drazen, and a Court for Owls 3, an A ſteniſt ment 


"+ Bhs... 


cc and @ Hifſing*. What was once the golden City 4, 
c and the Metropolis of the World, ſhall be an 
_ < everlaſting Scene of Deſolation ; a fearful Mo- 

“ nument of divine Vengeance, and an awful Ad- 
< monition to human Pride.” 

All this is foretold in Scripture; and, though to 
human Appearance impoſſible, though to human 

Apprehenſion incredible, was, in the appointed 
Time, moſt minutely accompliſhed. The Memo- 
rials and Evidences of the Accompliſhment remain 
to this very Day f. They are ſo authentic, that 
the moſt inquiſitive Curioſity cannot doubt; ſo in- 
conteſtable, that the moſt bigotted Incredulity dares 

not deny. Should not all this teach Us, to reve- 

On | | Sy rence 
e + Iſai. xiv. 4. 

I Tt is ſaid, by a very learned and ſagacious Author; 
Babylonem uſque eo concidiſſe, ut Nemo cum Fiducia illius Lo- 
cum amplius demonſtrare queat. VIT RING. in Ji. — Which 

Teſtimony is confirmed, and almoſt tranſlated, by a ce- 

lebrated modern Traveler. The Ruins of Babylon are 

te now ſo much effaced, that there are hardly any Veſ- 
ec tiges of them, to point out their Situation.“ . Han- 

, fot 4 role.” | 
Should my Readers prefer this Account, I ſhall neither 

litigate the Point, nor be anxious for the Conſequence. 

It may indeed rank Zuygenio's Compoſition among the 

Works of Fancy. But it will realize 4/pafo's Aſſertion, 

and corroborate his Argument. If We find u Memorials 
of the City, We have the mo/# evident Verification, and 

the full:/t Accompliſhment, of the 'Prophecy. _ 
If this be the Caſe, it gives an amazing Emphaſis to 
that juſt, but terrible Decree, iſſued from the ſupreme 

Tribunal, Jai. xiv. 23. I will faveep it with the Beſam of 
| Deftrufion, ſaith the LORD of Hoſts. © I will not only 

«lay it in Ruins, but extirpate it from the Earth. [ 

« will efface the very Footſteps of its Exiſtence ; and 

«not leave ſo much as a Fragment or a Trace of the maß- 
4 nificent, but wicked Babylon. —Deftroy Hef utterly ; le 

nothing of Her be left. Jer. I. 26. | ” 
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rence the Authority, to admire the Wiſdom, and 


confide in the Promiſes, of that moſt ſure and in- 
n abr ? 


i know, You are not fond of Compliman The- 
Therefore, inſtead of ſpeaking my Opinion of 
| 42 Son's Performance, Iwill endeavour to return 
your Favour.— Vou have entertained me with an 
Account of the moſt memorable Ruins, extant in 
| the material World. Let me preſent my Friend 
with a Picture of Ruins, no leſs remarkable, far 
more deplorable, and unſpeakably intereſting to Us all. 
I ſhall give it, in the Colouring of a great Maſ- 
ter; whoſe Works, this very Day, I happened ta 
be peruſing. 
The Paſſage diſplays a Doctrine, of the utmoſt 
Importance in the Chriſtian Scheme; and by one 
of the fineſt Pieces of Imagery, to be met with in 
elegant Writing. I think, it may be looked upon, 
as a practical Improvement of Eugenio s Declamation. 
It pleaſed me ſo much, that I tranſcribed it; and 
make no Apology for reading it, becauſe I ſhall 
ither expect your 'Thanks.—Only let me hint, that it 
conſiders the human Soul, as originally an Habita- 
Hoon tion of GOD through the SPIRIT; and then, 
orials ſpeaking of its fallen Condition, Ke 
„ and « That He hath withdrawn Himſelf, and left 
„„ © this his Temple deſolate, We have many fad and 
preme plain Proofs before Us. The fately Ruins are 
m F“ viſible to every Eye, that bear in their Front (yet 
« extant) this doleful Inſcription; HERE GOD 
* ONCE DWELT. Enough appears of the ad- 
* mirable Frame and Structure of the Soul of Man, 
* to 0 ſhew the divine Preſence did ſometime reſide 
5 5 « in 
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« in it; more than enough of vicious Deformity, to 
475 —— He is now retired and gone. The Lamjs 
« are extinct, the Altar overturned.; the Light and 
* Love are now vaniſhed, which did the one ſhine, 
| with ſo heavenly Brightneſs ; the other burn, with 
« ſo. pious Fervour. The golden Candle eflick. is diſ- 
=o placed, and thrown away as an uſeleſs Thing, to 
TY make room for the Throne of the Prince of Dart- 
& neſs. The ſacred. Incenſe, which ſent rolling up 
tc jn Clouds its rich Perfumes, is exchanged for : 
* poiſonous helliſh Vapour ; and here is, in/tead if 
4 fweet Savour, a Stench. The comely Order f 
© this Houſe is turned all into Confuſion. The 
<«" Beauties of Holineſs into noiſome Impurities. The 
&« Fuſe of Prayer to a. Den of Thieves, and that of 
the worſt and moſt horrid Kind; for every Luf 
cc is a Thief, and every Theft is Sacrilege. Con- 
<< tinual Rapine and Robbery is committed upon 
<< holy Things. The noble Powers, which were de- 
cc ſigned and dedicated to divine Contemplation and 
Deligbi, are alienated to the Service of the moſt 
VF deſpicable Idols, and employed unto the vileſt 
c Intuitions and Embraces; to behold and admire 
cc Hing V. anities, to inge and _ Luft and 

« Wickedneſs.“ | | 

c There is not how a Syſtem,” a an entire Table 
c off voherent Truths to be found, or a Frame of H. 
W lineſs, but ſome ſhivered Parcels. How many 
_ & Attempts have been made, ſince that fearful Fal. 
<« and Ruin of this Fabric, to compoſe again tht 
« Truths of ſo many ſeveral Kinds into their diftind 
«. Orders, and make up Frames of Science or uſeful 
00 Knowledge | and after ſo many Ages, nothing i 
hs Fu in any Kind. Sometimes, Truths ate 
a 8 miſplaced 


- 
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to miſplaced, and what belongs to one Kind, is tranſ- 
10 . ec ferred to another, where it will not fitly match; 
nd ſometimes, Falſbood inſerted, which ſhatters or di- 
( turbs the whole Frame. And what with much 
„ fruitleſs Pains, is done by one Hand, is daſhed in 
„Pieces by another; and it is the Work of a fol- 


ne, 
ith 
li- 


to «lowing Age to ſweep away the fine-ſpun Cobwebs 
rt. a of a former. And thoſe Truths, which are of 
up WE greateſt Uſe," are leaſt regarded; their Tendency 
ra and Deſign are overlooked, or they are ſo looſened 
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and torn off, that they cannot be wrought i in, ſo 
as to take hold of the Soul; but hover as faint 
. ineffectual Notions, that ſignify Nothing. Its ve 

fundamental Powers are ſhaken and Axjoinited, 
and their Order towards one another confounded 
i and broken.” So that what is judged conſiderable, 
is not confidered;\ what is recommended as eligible 
and lovely; is not loved and choſen. Yea, the 
Truth Which is after Godlineſs, is not ſo much 
Aiſbelicved, as hated, beld in Unrighteouſneſs': _— 
{ſhines as too feeble a Light, in that malignant 
* Darkneſs,” which comprehends it not. You'come, 
* amidſt: all this Confuſion, as into the ruined Pa- 
lace of ſome great Prince, i in which Vou ſee here 
* the Fragments of a noble Pillar, there the ſhat- 


Table , tered Pieces of ſome curious Imagery: and all Iy- 


H. ing neglected and uſeleſs amongſt Heaps of Dirt. 
man He that invites You to take a View of the Soul 
1 Fal of Man, gives You but ſuch another Proſpect, 
in the WF and doth but fay to Vou, Behold the Deſolation, 
;Rtind WF all Things rude and waſte. So that ſhould there 
- uſeful be any Pretence to the divine-Preſence, it might 
hing ö be ſaid, If GOD. be here, why is it thus? The 
ths ar i faded Glory, the Darkneſs, the Diſorder, the 


placed i Vor. II. HR Im- 
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«© Impurity, the decayed State in all Reſpects of 

66 this Temple, too plainly ſhew, The GREAT 
6& INH TAN T is gone 


3 * 3 . 1 1 own, is a | Maſter i in 
his Profeſſion; and ſeems to have a peculiar Falent 
for a Mighr- piece. But why, I beſeech, You, ſo much 
of his Shades and Solemnity? Has He no Colours, 
but the dark? No Lineaments, but the ſour? Could 


He not allow Us one bright Tint, one ſmiling Fea- 
ture? when He was copying the nobleſt Being in 
this. ſublunary World Is it for the Honour of the 
great C RE AT OR, to give ſuch a, deformed 
— 5 of his moſt finiſhed Workmanſhip? 
A. It reflects no kind of Diſhonour upon the 
Architect of Babylan,: that its Palaces are fallen, it 
Edifices « demoliſhed, and its Walls leveled. with the 
Ground. They ak have been, built with. the ex- 
| acteſt Symmetry, and once embelliſhed with ever 
| gracefu} Ornament; notwithſtanding the Stroke oi 
Violence, or the Sap of Years, have now reduced 
them to Heaps of Rubbiſh. The human Soul, when 
was bright with Knowledge, amiable with Virtue, 
and in every Reſpect excellent. But How—to ſpeal 
in the — of the mourning wh acre 2 1 


— Gold > hes E 

Ther. Man's Soul is 1 Bt + Shahi * 
Offspring of the DEIT Vs. and _— of le- 
en ee Ab. 4 


0 See Mr. Howe's Treatiſe ded The hn 2 
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of Ap. What Milton allows to the fallen Archan gel, 
7 LG can i readily allow to fallen Man : = 

Ty An 

nt Ju bis original Brightneſs, nor appear 3 

ich 98 I6 than Archangel ruin'd. 


uld T he grand ws difinguiſhing Faculties of the Soul 


to low:; but flow no longer with Health, flow ra- 
ther with Death in the Stream. Theſe very Facul- 


of Religion, muſt be our preſent Miſery, and will 
prove our exerlaſting Curſe.— “ The Soul,” You 


the Devils poſſeſs the Powers of Reaſon? Is not 
their Exiſtence: alſo of an endleſs: Duration? Vet 
are they, of all Creatures, the moſt execrable and 
the moſt miſerable. 


DELT V. And Tou call it properly, - Muſt We 
wt-then adopt the; Prophet's Exclamation, <* How 
« art Thau Fallen, O Lurifer, Son of. the Morning 
How art Thou degenerated, O Man, Son of the 
« MOST HIGHT Thy glorious Original ſerves. 
+ only to ſet forth, with more Sharing Lridende, 
why deplorable Apoſtacy.” 

: the Capablez You add, of ceſembling its MAKER. 


in this the infernal Spirits have no Share, But this 
Upacity vill an lie dormant; Will never awaken 


* Thai, XIV. 179 


remain; ſo as to beſpeak a Child of Glory ruined, 
When a Fountain is poiſoned, the Waters continue 


ties, unleſs renewed and regulated by the Influence 


lay, „ is rational, is eternal.“ And do not even 


Vou call the human Soul, the Offopring of: the 


This, I acknowledge, is a valuable Prerogative. : 


Nr b r 
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into Act; never be eſtabliſhed in abi 3: unleſs Al- 
mighty GRaAcE intervene. 

Ther. The moſt celebrated Phlloſophers of * 
quity, frequently exhort their Readers to follow Me- 
ture; as a certain Guide to true Excellence, Many 
eloquent Writers of our own Country, enlarge upon 
the Dignity of human Nature; and from this Topic 
derive very forcible Arguments, for a correſpondent 
| Dignity both of Sentiment and Behaviour. Upon 
what can thoſe Principles of the — Cages, and 
of our later Moraliſts, be founded inne s nad 
Hſp. Indeed, Theron; I am at a lle ed tell. If 
they have any Foundation, it is merely Imaginary; 
not laid in Truth, nor confirmed by Experience. 
According to my Apprehenſion, they invert the Or- 

der of Things! They take that for a Peſtulatun, 


which ought to be ranked among ray 
and make an Axiom of à mere Figment. 


Had Man continded, as He was created; to at 
according to Nature, and according to the Law of 
G OD, would have been one and the ſame Thing 
For which Rraſbù, We find n Precepts of Religion, 
no/Delineation'of! Morality, given to Adam in Pa- 
radiſe. Becauſe, Religion and Morality were en- 
graven on his Heart: or rather, they reſulted from 
the very Bent and Tendeney of his perfect Frame. 
But ſince the F all, it is quite able. Ns 
Ther. Have not many of the antientWorthies been 


living Confutations of your Opinion? Wife Philoſo- 
phers,-judicious Lawgivers, and ſteady Miniſters of 


Juſtice? Their Deſires refined, their Affections be- 
nevolent, their whole Conduct upright. 
Ap. Leannot forbear wondering, that Vou Pen 


inſtance in e & in] Mioifters of J _ 
ince 
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[- . Since the very Inſtitution of their Office preſuppoſes 
| WT the Depravity of Mankind. Was human Nature 
a gitated by no irregular or vicious Inclinations, the 
3 Barrier of Laws would be as needleſs in civil Wie 
17 WT cicties, as the vaſt Banks of Holland are needleſs in 
on our upland Counties. 

die But this, Vou will ſay, i is a digreſſive Obſervation. 
Your Queſtion requires'a poſitive Anſwer. And it 
is eaſy to anſwer, That the Painting is beyond the 
Life. If my Author has been too free with the dark, 
my Friend has been too laviſh of the glittering Co- 
lours.—Thoſe famous Men might aim, perhaps, at 
the Excellency You deſcribe. Not one of them 
came up to the Mark.—Or, ſuppoſe they did, this 
would not invalidate my Tenet. - | 


wy Ther. This not invalidate your Tenet ! Then 

40 Demonſtration carries no Conviction. 

8 Aſp. Pray, who is your greateſt Favourite, among 

hp all the renowned Perſons of Antiquity ? | 

wa Ther. Socrates. —He ſtands at the Head of the 

5 Claſs; and was, indiſputably, the wiſeſt and Us, 
5 . 


beſt of the Heathen World. 

Aſp. I think ſo too.—Be pleaſed, Kan" to 
recolle& the Story of the Phyſſognomiſt; who pre- 
tended to diſcover the Diſpoſition of the Mind, by 
the Caſt of the Countenance. The Profeſſor of 
his occult Science undertook, Vou know, to exer- 
ciſe his Skill upon Socrates ; ; and pronounced Him, 
after an Examination of his Features, laſcivious, 
pallonate, and moroſe. This Judgment, ſo extra- 
agantly wide of the Truth, was bringing a Storm 
f Ridicule and Reſentment upon the poor Fortune- 


5 eller. When the ingenuous Philoſopher interpoſed, 
x, 10 ind opned the Deſcription to be exactly true. That 4 
Sin H 3 I for 5 | 
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ſuch was his natural Temper ; and if his Converſa - perata 


tion was of a different Turn, it was owing to the Care 
Aids of Philoſophy.—So that, even in your moſt {ME Charit 
finiſhed “ Character, there was no innate Dignity, WE One vi 
All was adventitiaus. 5 W Decen 


CS £72- 

Ter. If Corruption was derived unto all Men Appeti 
from their Forefather Adam; methinks, all ſhould that ev 
be equally corrupt. But this is contrary to known Cin, or 
Fact. Some We ſee naturally loving and lovely; F Conc 
gentle in their Manners ; and ſubje& to no inordi- ¶ cannot 
nate Appetites. F; | Ther 
App. Some Perſons may be of more gentle, or, if rage, a 
You pleaſe, of Jeſs diſſolute Manners, than the Ge- tion ha 
nerality of other People. Thanks to a better Tem- we aſcr 
hf 355 perature WM Virtue 


y 


DE... „ 5 out any 
Though I love and admire the Character of Socrate, Asp. 

yet I cannot approve the whole of his Conduct. One ſome 41 

Thing which gives me particular Offence is, the habitud Va * 


Practice of Sæuearing, which occurs in all his Conferences i 
with his Pupils. Ma To Ai, Nu As, or ſome ſuch Ap- Bi Circle « 
peal to the DEITY is uſed, not only in every Di. be calle 
courſe, but almoſt in every Page; and that upon the ments 
moſt #rmeceſſary Occaſions.— J have often wondered, that Ay 
ſo polite a Writer as Xenophon, ſhould admit this flagrant I Appelle 
Impropriety into his Dialogues. Which, beſides its irn. Perſons, 
ligious Air, is ſomewhat like the Crambe repetita ; and Pleaſure 
recurs, and recurs, and recurs, till it is really tireſome. . moſt in 
But much more I wonder, that his excellent Maſter, 
ſhould. ſuffer the Sanction of an Oath, to become ſo tn: form Ge 
vial; and make the Honour of his Jupiter, ſo cheap. ' Fame, 
This proves the deplorable Blindneſs of human Reaſon; Wl the ſup! 
which could miſtake ſo notorious a Profanation of the from 
Divine Name, for a genteel Embelliſhment of Speech- MW. _ 5 
It ſhews Us, likewiſe, our extreme Need of that revealed Ther. 
Law, which, among other refined Precepts, unknown to neſs and 
the Religion of Nature, enjoins ; Above all Things, Fu 
And Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the LORD ' 
GOD in vain. | | | 


Ro 


8 Appetites. | 

that ever lived, acknowledges concerning Himſelf ; 
Lin, original Corruption, wrought in me all Manner 
© of Concupiſcence *, 
cannot but confeſs, Omnia in Omnibus Vitia ſunt +. 
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tare of their Conſtitution, or a more watchful 
Care in their Education. —Politeneſs may mimick 
5 Charity, or fine Breeding may perſonate Humility. 
W One vile Affection may check another, or a Senſe of 
| Decency may hold Curb upon all.—But ſhew me the 
unregenerate Man, who is ſubject to no inordinate 
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When the very beſt unregenerate Man, 


And even the Stoic Philoſopher 


Ther. Have We not often obſerved heroic Cou- 
rage, and a Generoſity of Spirit, where the Educa- 
tion has been none of the ſtricteſt? To what can 


| we aſcribe theſe laudable Qualities, but to the innate 


Virtue and Nobleneſs of the Temper, working with- 
out any auxiliary Succours ? 

Aſp. Virtue, Theron, is a complete Aſſemblage, not 
ſome arsfointed Shreds, of laudable Qualities. Thoſe 
You mention, if not accompanied with the whole 


| Circle of amiable Accompliſhments, are no more to 


be called Virtue; than two or three fcattercd Frag- 
ments of an Edifice, are to be honoured with the 
Appellation of an Houſe. How often are thoſe very 
Perſons, with all their Fortitude, Slaves to ignoble 
Pleaſures, or in Bondage to the baſeſt Luſts. A 
moſt infallible Indication, that they have no uni- 
firm Generoſity, nor any real Courage. Deſire of 
Fame, may prompt to many ſuch Acts, as dazzle 


the ſuperficial Eye: which yet are far, very far 


from genuine Virtue. 
Ther. Do You then attribute the Grecian Polite- 
neſs and the * Roman Spirit, with all the gallant 
H 4 | Actions 


92 Sen. De Ben. Lib. IV. 


2 kk. vii. 8. 


and Revelation will - 
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Actions of their Heroes and their Generals, 101 a 
Dee of Fame? 

Aſp. There is Reaſon to ſuſpect, that they derived 
their Origin from, ſome improper Motive. And no 
Motive was more artfully inſtilled, or more aſſidu- 


_ ouſly cheriſhed, than the Spirit of Ambition. View 


their Crowns, their Statues, their triumphal Solem- 
nities—Read their Orators, their Hiſtorians, their 
Poets The former were the School, the latter were 
the Mafters, to inculcate this grand Leſſon. 

Let Us confider the Romans a little more attentive- 
ly ; and not amidſt the Dregs of their Community, 
but in their very beſt Ages; when their Republic 
ſubſiſted, and their Scipios flouriſhed. Many great 
and ſhining Deeds were undoubtedly. performed, 


But did they ſpring from a reverential Regarg to the 


Supreme BEING; from Obedience to his Will, 
or Zeal for his. 3 ? 


If this Principle ſhould. be thought too "refined, 


did they proceed from a Love to their Fellow-cre- 


tures ? In caſe, neither of theſe Motives * aQtuated 
their Conduct, it can never be placed to the Ac- 
count of Virtue. —Had Benevolence been their lead 
ing Principle, why ſuch Inbumanity to Carthage? 


Why a that e * be haid f in Aſhes, and 


her 


: * A Zeal for the ARE of GOD, ad a Concem 
for the Good of our Fellow-creatures, are the true Sources 


of Virtue, 1 Cor. x. 24, 31. When our Actions flow not 


from theſe Principles, Reaſon will put a Query upon then, 
unge them from the Lift of Vir- 


tues.—They may be tous in themſelves ; they ma) 


be.coſtly to the Performer; they may even be ſerviceable 
to Others. But can no more deſerye the Title of Virtut, 
than the Activity of our Sun-fire Officers, in extinguiſt 
ing the Flames on ſome inſured * can mern the 
N ame of Chari Hay. - 
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her numerous Citizens be put to the Sword? Were 


they Enemies to Mankind, or a Nuiſance in the 
World? You well know, that they were only too 
induſtrious, and too powerful. By which Means, 


f | they would be in a Condition, to eclipſe the Mag- 
nificence of the Roman Name, and diſpute the Prize 
of Sovereignty - with the Roman State. 


For this 
Crime—a Crime in Ambition's Eye, abſolutely in- 


: excuſable—even Cat's upright Soul, ſhall doom 


them to utter Deſtruction; and Scipio's 2 Hand, 
ſhall execute the horrid Decree. 

Is this Virtue? Does Virtue ravage Comin 
from the mere Wantonneſs of Pride, or Luſt of Pre- 
eminence? Does Virtue deftroy Millions of Lives, 
only to aggrandize a particular People, or extend the 
Dominion of ſome favourite Empire? If this were 
Virtue, Brutus thought too honourably of her Cha- 
rater, when he termed Her an empty Name. I am 
ſure, my Theron has juſter Notions of Things. He 


need not be informed, that true Virtue, far from per- 


ſonating the rapacious Harpy, acts as a Father to 
Others, as a Father to all. And, like HIM, 


| who is both its Pattern and its ene goes about 


2 — „ nel 


Ther. The moſt elegant Cane, if plunged into 
yonder Baſon, while the Waters are curled by the 
Breeze, will appear both crooked- and coarſe. I 
cannot but think, the Accuſers of human Nature 
examine her State with a prejudiced Underſtanding. 
Which has the ſame perverſe Effect upon their Judg- 
ment, as thoſe ruffled Waves have upon the Sight. 
Or elſe, they contemplate her Condition ich a 
melancholy Mind ; ; which, like a javndiced Eye, gives 
4 EE. every 


„ | | 
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every Object a diſtempered Aſpect; darkens the 
chearful; diſcolours the beautiful; and hangs even 
the Sun in Mourning. 

Ap. Rather let this be the Compariſon, to illuſ. 
trate our Point. View the meaneſt Piece of Earth, 
through the Priſmatic Glaſs; and it will appear, not 
beautiful only, but perfectly ſplendid. Remove the 
deluſory Medium, and all the ſophiſticated Finery 
vaniſhes. The Indigo, the Orange, the Violet are 
gone: and leave nothing to be ſeen, but a rude 
unornamented Lump of Clay.—So, if We conſider 
human Nature, according to the partial Repreſen- 
tations of Self- love; or contemplate it, in the flat- 
tering Mirrour of ſome popular Writings; it may 
ſeem regular, holy, excellent. But, if We behold 
it under the Light, the unerring Light of Revela- 
tion, its fanſied Charms diſappear ; it ſtands clothed 
with Deformity ; and is a RE of Commiſera- 
tion, if not of Horrour. 

Ther. What Reaſon have You to Faces: ſuch 3 
Notion upon the ſacred Writings?—The ſacred 
Writings inform Us, - that Man was made after the 
| image of GOD. This, ſure, could not be ſo dif- 
honourable and depraved a Pattern, as pour Diſcourſe 
would inſinuate. 

Ap. Far, very far from a diſhonourable Pattern 
The Image of GOD is the conſummate Standard of 
all Perfection.— In Conformity to this admirable 


Exemplar, our firſt Parents were created; and in 


this admirable Condition they continued, till by 


Tranſgreſſion they fell. Fell from the moſt holy 


and happy State, into Guilt, Condemnation, and 
Ruin.— Therefore, when this fatal Cataſtrophe had 


takon Akan * ſacred Hiſtorian varies his Style; 
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7 and with 2 remarkable Peculiarity, as well as Pro- 
- priety of Speech, ſays, Adam begat a Son in his own *, 
not in the DIVINE, Likeneſs. That every — Si 
der may advert to this melancholy, but important 
Truth; it is marked more ſtrongly ſtill; it is en- 
forced by a very emphatical Repetition. After his 
nun Image t, now fallen and corrupted; and there- 
fore contradiſtinguiſhed to the Image of G.OD, 
mentioned in a preceding Verſe. Which Expreſ- 
| fions are evidently. intended, to denote the Differ- 
ence between the State, in which Adam was created, 
and Seth was begotten. ; 

- Ther. Pray, let me have a ſuccinct, but full Ac- 
count of this tragical Story. Since all your ortho- 
dox Divines lay ſuch a mighty Streſs upon the Doc- 
trine of the Fall. 

Ab. GOD, having formed the human: Body out 
of the Ground, animated the Structure with a living 
Soul ; and tranſcribed upon this Soul the Image of 
cha his bleſſed SELF. All was Light in the Under- 
cred ſanding ; all was Rectitude in the Will; and no- 
the thing but Harmony in the Affections Man, thus 

diſ- WW endowed, was placed in the delightful Garden of 
zurſe Edn; and furniſhed with every Accommodation, 
2; which was neceſſary to ſupport his Being, or de- 
ern! ſrable to gratify his Senſes. —He was conſtituted 
rd of Lord of this lower Creation, and, amidſt number- 
rable Wl less Indulgences, received only one—ecaſj—negative' 
id in. Command—not to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of. 
11 by Bi Good and Evil. —F rom this He was to abſtain, as a 


holy a . Pledge 


e had C This is ea: not of Cain, but of Seth, the moſt 
;tyle; excellent af * 5 Children, and Father of the TY 


deed, 


1 bro won Gen. v. 3. 


— 
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Pledge of his Subjection, and as an Exerciſe of his 


Obedience. Bliſs and Immortality were to be the 
Reward of Duty; Miſery and Death the Puniſh- 
ment of Diſobedience. In the Day Thou eate/? thereof, 
Thou ſhalt ſurely die y was hrs Sanction 5 the di- 
vine Law. | te. 
How Ghatabl61 1 How gracious the Terms! Yet, 
neither the Goodneſs of G0 D, could induce Him 
to keep them; nor the Authority of GOD, deter 
Him from breaking them. —Unreaſonably diſcon- 
tented even with ſuch advantageous Circumſtances, 
and preſumptuouſſy aſpiring to'be Hike the MOST 
HIGH, He hearkened to the Suggeſtions of the 
evil Spirit. In a Word; He violated the Precept, 
and incurred u the Penalty. GOD was juſt, and 
Man was undone. He loſt his Uprightneſs ; be- 
came ſubject to Mortality; and, as the nervous Ori. 
ginal expreſſes it, Died the Death. n 

Wer. True; He became ſubject to many bodily 
Infirmities, and to the Neceflity of final Diſſolution. 
— But, what has this Sentence, or what have theſe 
Sufferings to do with your Notion of univerſal De- 
pravity in the Mind? The Death, which the Al. 
mighty LEGISLAT OR threatened, can be op- 
poſed only to the Life, which the "Almighty O. REA. 
TOR gov.” 

Afb. Be it fo.—The CREATOR ONT and 
Man poſſeſſed a Life, incomparably more excellent, 


than that which the Pulſe imparts, or the Beaſts en- 


A | „ joy. 
* Gen. ii. 17. | 5 5 
+,———— Innocence, that as.a Veil A el 
Had ſhadow'd them from knowing Ill. was au. 
| J e and native Righteouſneſs,” 
| e — Book IX, 1054 
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joys, He poſſeſſed a divine Lie. Which, according 
W to the Definition of the Apoſtle, conſiſted in 3 


lage, in Righteouſneſs; and true Holineſs . This 


which was the diſtinguiſhing Glory, and the ſupreme 


© Felicity: of his Nature this, alas Was, extinct. 


His Underſtanding, originally enlightened with 


5 Wiſdom, was clouded and overwhelmed with Igno- 


or introduced by the. Fall ? . 


rance- His Heart, ONCE: filled with religious Vene- 
ration, and warmed with heayenly Love, became 
alienated. from G O D, his MAK ER. His Paſ- 


ſions and Appetites, :Fational and regular before, 


ſhook off the Government of Order and Reaſon. 


The whole moral Frame was unhinged, disjointed, 
broken; or, in other Words, the Tale of. 0D a 


departed from; the, Soul.. 
Wer. What Cauſe have Vou to Ct. 4 
this Miſery Was. cither.ipoluded in,the, {LAreatenings 
119390 9412-1 b 5 
bp, The. Ignorance of fallen Alam was palpable. 
Witneſs that abſurd Attempt, to hide Himſelf from 


| the-Eye / of OMNISCIENGE +; among the, 


Trees of the Garden, His Averſion to the All-gra-. 
cious G OD was equally. plain. , Otherwiſe, He 
would never have fled from his MAKER; but. 
rather have haſted, and on the Wings of Defre 
into the Place of the divine Manifeſtation. | 

A ſtrange Variety of diſorderliy . Paſſions t, were 


| a ene in his Rreafhe=-Prices for He 


23 ln, ns lh wm kefuſes 


® 55 ir. 24. el iii. 10. This i is what Moſes calls, 
The Image of GOD. 


f Llocne Br av tw To hes; ; Toy > us. Tov wales wafoila, 
T0 ra hab vila HV, Tor xD ao bers erexupey ;- Chry ſoſt. 

1 Milton, ſpeaking of the unhappy Pair, n dbierib- | 
Up the e their Fall, lays: 


” 
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—— H rats; for He —— not ſo 
braide the CREATOR with his Gift, as though I the cl 
it had been 2 Snare, rather than a Bleffing; 7 IM 
Moman, whos Thou gaveft me—IWant of natural 
Aﬀettion; for He endeavours to caſt all the Blame 
upon the weaker Veſſel ; and to acquit his obnoxi- 
ous Self, by impeaching the Wife of his Boſom.— 
The female Criminal acts the ſame unhumblei 
Part. She neither takes Shame to Herſelf; not 
gives Glory to GOD; nor pas- up # lingle Pe 
tition for Pardon. 
As all theſe Diſaſters enſued; upon the Breach of 
the Commandment they furniſh Us, I think, with 
the beſt Key to open the Meaning of the prohibitory 
Sanction. They prove, beyond any Argument, that 
ſpiritual Death; and all its Conſequences, were com- 
prehended in the Extent of the Threatening. 
Wer. How could one Act of Diſobedienee pro- 
duce ſuch deſtructive Effects! Erafe the fair Image 
of the GOD HEAD; and ſtamp the Monſter, 
ſtamp the very Devil, in its k —And fo ſmall 
an Ac of rern too * MT th 


—ͤͤ—1I—: e e | 
Raid at their Eyes ; but high Winds within | 
Began to riſe; bigb Paſſions, Anger, Hate 
"py Suſpicion, Diſcord, e fore 
\ Their inward State of Mind; calm Region once, * 
And Full of Peace; now toft. and turbulent: himſelf 
For, Underſtanding rul'd not, and the Will _ ſon, 1 
| Heard not her Lore! But, in Subjefion now what C 
Jo ſenſual Appetite, wvho from beneath wh 
Uſurping, over ſovereign Reaſon che e 

Superior Sway. 

* Book IX. nan 
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As. The Prohibition, if You pleaſe, was ſmall; 
W not ſo the Tranſgreſſion. It was committed againſt 
W the cleareſt Knowledge of Duty, and the ſtrongeſt 
Obligations to Obedience. It argued Ingratitude 


for the richeſt Favours, and Unbelief of the moſt 
ſolemn Declarations. It was an Act of the moſt 
horrid Preſumption in the Creature, and of the moſt 
impious Rebellion againſt the CREATOR. | 
As to the Smallneſs, or rather the gentle and be- 

nign Import of the Command, this aggravates, be- 

yond Meaſure, the Crime of Diſobedienee. Allud- | 
ing to the Words, once addreſſed to the Syrian Ge- 


| neral, we may juſtly expoſtulate (O thou Adam, 
„if thy LORD had bid Thee do ſome great 


« Thing *; in Submiſſion to his high Authority, 
and out of Gratitude for his unſpeakable Good- 
“ neſs, oughteſt Thou not to have done it? How 
“ much more, when He ſays to Thee ?—Freely eat 
&« of all, except this fingle Tree. Thouſands, Thou- 
« fdr of Honours, Privileges, and Gifts be thine ; 
2 only one Acknowledgment of thy Subjection, 
« mine. And that the ee, which thy Heart can | 
« wiſh, or even thy Fancy conceive.” | 
You aſk, Hou could one Act of Difobotience | 
produce ſuch deſtructive Effects? I anſwer; The 
Reality of the Fact, in numberleſs Inſtances of ma- 
terial Nature, is plain to a Demonſtration; while 
the Manner of Operation, remains an impenetrable 
Secret. © Every Child perceives the former; Newton 
himſelf is at a loſs for the latter. For which Rea- 
ſon, I have always thought it better, to believe 
what G OD has taught, than attempt to explain, 
That GO N has concealed, Let us forego. this 
cmious, 
K Kings v. 13. 
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curious, perhaps fruitleſs. Enquity's and ſubſtitute : moſt 
a Remark,” which naturally ariſes from the Subject, wbat 
and may:confiterably edify our Minds. 2 


Der. Edify I Is it poſſible to render this diſbo- 
a and afflictive Notion diſying? Can any 
generous Fruit ſpring from ſuch a penurious Soil? 

Aſpi Samſom, I believe hed-nDο Expectation: of 
finding any Thinglvaluable, in che Reliques of his 

ſlain Lion. But, to his agreeable Difappointment, 
there ' was Honey: in-the Caraaſe n f our Doctrine 
appear ghafiiy as the Ons, it mays yield a Benefit 
fiveet as the Other. h % c 0% 
From hence We-may learn (what, when rightly 
learnt, is more ſerviceable than all the Sciences) the 
extreme Malignity of Sin. When Volcanoes open their 
tremendous Jaws, and diſgorge a ñery Inundation; 
they confine their Fury to a ſingle Territory When 
Famine lifts her mildewed Hand, and deſtroys the 
Supports of animal Pife; She ĩs content with ruin- 
ing a Kingdom or a Nation. Mhen Mur drenches 


his Sword in Blood, or the Pgfilince impregnates the 

Air with Poiſon; they alſo; even they obſeryt ſome Cor 

Limits, and never make the whole Compaſs of Na- 0 
ture the Scene of their! Rauages.— But Sia leveled Rez 
its —— at the whole aca, Race. S1N poured Reaſo 
Contagion, and ſpread Deſtruction, through all Who c 
Countries, and all Ages. — ſingis Act. of Sin WW the Fe 
brought Confuſion and a Curſe upon the material, pure? 
and Miſeries, infinite Millions of Miſeries, on the "FU 
ration en me then ſhould We fear this . 
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moſt horrible and pernicious of all Evils! With 
what Carefulneſs guard againſt its inſidious Allure- 
ments! With what Reſolution fly from its killing 
Careſſes ! . 2 


Ther, I muſt 3 43 chat * n 


5 granted, what remains to be proved. For, ſup- 


poſing your Account true, with regard to Adam; 
yet, how does this affect his Children? Why muſt 


unbis Poſterity be contaminated, becauſe their Fore- 


father has played the Prodigal? Such a heavy Charge 
againſt the whole Body of Mankind will not be ad- 
mitted, without very cogent Proofs. 

Ap. The Proofs are cogent 3 ; perkage irrefra« 
gable. I 

Poetry, adirefing fallen Alam, is ray, clear i in 
her Depoſition: | 95 | 


" _— we Than, who never touch'd 
4 TV excepted Tree, nor with the Snake conſpir d, 
i Nor inn d * Sin, yet 1 that Sin derive 


"IT ®, 


AR 0 0 turn Evidence in che Caſe. 
Reaſon, in Concurrence with Revelation, demands; 
Who can bring a clean Thing out of an unclean 4? If 
the Fountain be polluted, how can the Streams be 
pure? And if the Root i is corrupt, "tis impoſſible to 

Yo * r con- 


6 Mile ; who, peaking 6 of the ſame weak AQ, 
Heb . 


. 
Brought D Into the 7 el, and all our . de. 6 


* Mirrox. + Job xiv. 4+ 
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concejve; how the Branch es 
Fruit good . 8 1 e | 
"The ſcriptural Tei s are el Wald 
ble. They pour their Evidence from every Quar- 
ter; and conſtitute, not two or three only, but: 
Whole Cloud of Witneſſes OD nad Mam wp 
75 ght, ſays the royal Preacher. The human Natuft 
in its plinth Seals” was all Regularity, and with. 
out any improper. Blafs. But, ever ſince the firſ 
| Tranſgreffion, Men have been inclined” to Erl. 
And, in Conſequence of this Depravity, they hav 
fought out many Inventlons f. Don't You obferie 
the very peculiar, and no leſs fignificant; Structute 
of the Language? 60D made, not He mal. 
Man, at his firſt Creation; not Men, in their fue- 
ceſſive Generations.” Then He was wiſe and hoh 
now they are fooliſh and depraved. ' Our Nature, 
as proceeding from a gracious CREATOR, ws 
without Fault and without Defect; but as props- 
ated from a fallen Tarent, is dba me 

Fana n 

' Ther, I don't Say. dur Multitudes of Peopl, 
ſeduced by bad Example, or betrayed by their own 
' Tradvertenty, h have neee from the Rule: of Duty, 
TITS MTS 1% atk 


1 > Milton 1 3 7 e ObjeAion and, in 
. 8 Soliloquy, very judiciouſly | ſolved it. 
— 4b! why ould all Mankind 
5 7 7. or one Man's Fault, 2 guiltleſs be condemin'd, | 
% puiltleſs ? But from me what can proceed 
But all corrupt, both Boch and Mind 8 
Nor 10 do only, but to will the ſame © 
Wah me! How can they arpuitted fond... | 
In Sigh of COD? "5H v " Book X. 81 
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| Have, as the wiſe-Man affirms, tried many focliſh 
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eee to acquire Happineſs, and deviſed as 

many idle Exeuſes for their Folly. But, this is no 
ſuch irrefragable Proof, that their very Nature was 
depraved. It only implies, that, not taking proper 
heed.ts their Ways, they warped from their native 


Uprightneſs. As yonder Tulips, though perfectly 


beautiful at preſent, if not attended with the ne- 
eeſſary Cultivation, will degenerate into homely 


Flowers; and, at Lack, be no better than W 


Weeds. 
Ape No, my P rg. 


Iniquity is not an adven- 


titious Thing, catched from Example, or contracted 


by Careleſſneſs. Theſe may increaſe, but theſe do 
not occaſion, the moral Malady. A ſinful Diſpo- 
ſition is early as our Being: is the very Mould, in 
which all our Faculties are caſt. David bears very 
expreſs 'Teftimony to this humbling Truth. Be- 

bold ! He ſets his N. B. * upon the Paſſage. Tis 
a ſad, but certain Fact. Such as ſhould never de- 
part from my Memory, nor ever be omitted in my 
Confeſſions. I was ſhapen in Wickedneſs, and in Sin 


4 my Mother conceive me f. As though he had ſaid 


* Alas LORD, this Crime, though extremely 
6 *.horrid, is but a little Part of my Guilt, I have 
F . not 


. T a not bern my Reads, chat . B. points 
out the ſpecial Importance of a Paſſage, and is a Call 
for peculiar Attention. An Obſervation of another Kind 
may, perhaps, be more worthy of their Notice. That 
David ſets not'the diſtinguiſhing Mark upon his actual 
Tranſgreſſions, but upon his original Sin. As that, 
which was the fatal Source of all; ſhould cauſe the 


deepeſt Humiliation in Himſelf; ay ſhould þ be moſt at- 
tentively regarded by the Reader. 


+ Pal, li. 5 


132 Da A MIA U, 5 


not only ſinned in F ractice, but I am uh aud 
* univerfally corrupt in my very Nature.“ 611 
This He acknowledges. mat to qxtenuate. his Of. 
fence, but to lay pen his exceſſiye Vileneſs. And 
indeed it is nat poffble, to form, a right Juden 
of Ourſelves, or tobe, duly: humbled before G0, 
unleſs We add the Depravation d our Natuxe to ie 
Tranſgreſſions of our Life. Juſt as it is imapoſlible 
to diſcern, what monſtrous, and voracious Animals 
lie hid in the Ocean, if We only glance an Bye 
upon the Surface of the Waters: ay BO. ee 
Wer. This, You know, Was Written by che ropa 
Penitent,. under the Pangs of a ſevere Remorſe. 
Does not a Senſe of his enormous Iniguity,,, toge: 
| ther, with the Apprehenſion of. divine VW.rath,..caul 
his Hand to ſhake, and lead Him to aggravate Fea 
tures ?—Or, ſuppoſe it were true of the adulterous 
King, is it equally applicable 10 Others, who dur Friend, 
_ eſcaped ſuch groſs Pollution? Species, 
Aſp. It is no exaggerating Draught, hut a faithful a pattic 
Delineation; and exactly repreſents every Child of 
Adam. It was written with the utmoſt Nel iberation; 


and therefore is introduced with that Call for, pecu- confirm 
liar Attention, Behold — And, though David. was Opigion 
ſcandalouſly criminal i in his Intrigue: with the Wife f M E 
of Uriah; yet, the general Tenour of, his Life. was Mr RI 


not only irreproachable, but exemplary. Who ſo 
zealous for the Houſe of GO D, or ſo devoted _ Nen on 
Admirer,of, the. divine Word ? His Heart was an WW; aid 
Ter ever flaming With heavenly. Love; 3. and his he Refu 
agg A Trumpet, ce found: the. P raiſes. of, J E. ut all! 
AH 7 N Moran ho it; # Wor, 

d Reeſo 9 ls Judg 


of Reve 


| 8 e 
Ly "OE. -- * n a... on, 8 
ennie. & 4 | 


BIA L OOGCUE XxX rg 
is che Perfon;' that can think Himſelf Au by 
ſharing in the Tinputation ? N ant 


One of our moſt eminent Martyrs 5 when He 
heard of any Malefactor, condemned * ſuffer an 
jphomInious: Death, ' uſed to lay his Hand upon his 
3 ſay 

«"which brought that unhappy Wretch to the Gib- 
het, were ſown Here. If they have not ſprung 
up into the fame deteſtable Deeds, unto divine 
Grace, unto Wins Grace: u e be all the 
Glory!“ Bhd os 

. Your Martyr had honeſt Heats! but not 
vays the cleareſt Heads. I admire their Zeal, 


ind reverence their Memories. But 1 can no more 


fective their Opinion as an Oracle, than 1 can be | 


perſuaded to worſhip their Relics. 

"ſp. I have no Intention to palm Popery on my 
Friend, nor any Deſire to calumniate the human 
Species. If it be diſingenuous and ſinful, to aſperſe 
a patticular Character; how much more unjuſtifi- 
able, to traduce our Nature in general! WEE. 

My Account, dark and diſguſtful as it is, ſtands 


confirmed by a higher Authority, than any private 


Opinion. It is confirmed from an univerſal Survey 
of Mankind; taken by the Eye of the CRE A- 

OR Himſelf, and left 1 upon Record in the Books 
pf Revelation. 'The LORD looked down from Hea- 


Ven upon the Children of Men, to ſee if there * were Any. — 


that did under ſtag, and ſeel after G OD. —W hat i is 
he Refult of this grand Enquiry? It muſt, with⸗ 
but all Peradventure, be infallibly true. Becauſe 

OD's' Tnſpection is too Teal, FRE be eluded; an 
ls W err to be biaſſed,” This is 
12 5 the 


Fhe Seeds of all thoſe Villanies, 
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. genie, — ene Ks _- Ix” 


the Report; made by the infinitely wiſe OBS ER. to a 
VER: They are. all gone afide, they are all together natu. 
become Key * e 17 Nous that . (Good n no nat 75 
One. In 
Ther. This] e ache Character of the You! 
beſotted Creatures, thoſe mot egregious of all Fools, by E. 
Who ſay, There in, hb D. Ta them the P Cedin 
relates, and. to then the abandoned Obaracter is ap- If th 
. 1 — * 18 if 1 may . Then; Cun gone: 
Privi ; | Good 
Ah. "It is meant bet 'of practical, man of ſpe- Eurer 
eulative Atheiſts; Who fay, if not explicitly with fully ? 
their Mouths, yet implicitly in their Hearts, Ther Wi -- 74+ 
is no GOD. Who live, as if there was no ALL- which 
SEEING EYE, to take Cognizance of their theſe, 
preſent Conduct; 0 Supreme J UDG E, to cal Time 
them to a future Reckoning. Now I dare appel the. 7 
to Yourſelf, though perhaps the fondeſt of Fathers, Specie 
Whether this Inſtance of Poaliſpneſs, is not bound uy Wi -- 4þ 
in the le ls fe our Children 1. Nay, 1 dare appeal Die 
e Os by e 

33 1 | | every 
. > PLL, x xiv, 5 3. The t. two at Words 8 * be fou. 

are metaphorical Expreſſions; taken from Mines, that Bl 
are become ſeur—and Meats, that are in a Sate of Pu 
Faction. Þ believe, it is impoſſible to find Images, mot , ne 
grongly expreſſive of a fetal Depravity, and of the 1. Poulifhy 
moſt Degeneracy. Vet both theſe Images St, Paul ha WM fung g. 
| Tunk"de 
N in one Wordt d οονπν ⁰ 75% 17. Im. der p 1 
"} 75 Promi. xxii. 1 * Let Ry think, that by Folie wi 
ths facred Writer means only,thoſe filly Tricks, which 's Þ, 
 Riſcoveria Weakneſs of Underſtanding in Children. 5 Geng 
11 Fool is not the Ther, but the Sper ; and the Fol ther d0 
, tigmatized:throughout:the Proverbs, denotes, not 2. 
anus: in the NIN Ne e e rehtty! 
| haratte: 10 122000 de ee e I were w. 


| does's ngt ſo exactly auſwer the Scope 
tber does it 10 fölidly eſtablim the Apoſtle's Argument, 
1 © hay be fund's | 
rently Hadle to m 
pere written of Old, and were quoted by St. Faul, not 
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to any 


3 


natural to 


forget our CR. E ATOR? | 

In this Caſe, Theron, there is no Vnepoy 
Vour Right. and mine, are too ſtrongly eſtabliſhed 
by Expe ience, and too clearly expreſſed in the pre- 
ceding 8 ctipture, to admit of any Controverſy.— 
If there Wy An Dh. that underſtood—They are all 
gone qut of the ay—There i is None, that doeth 
Ge —No, not On Could any Conveyaticer i in 
Eurape, have contrived a Form of Words, more 
fully to aſcertain our unhappy Title? 

.. Ther. 1 There may be ſome Texts in Seripturs, 
which ſeem to countenance your, Aſſertion. But 


theſe refer to the worſt of Men, in the worſt of 


Times. : And can You, with any Juſtice, aſcribe 


Properties of a few Reprobates to the whole 
Species . 

Ap. N 5 his very Paſſage, and others of a like I 
port, are adopted by St. Paul, and applied both to 
Fews and Gentiles ; ; with this profeſſed Deſign, that 
every Mouth may be ſtopped, and all the World may 


be Fug vill. * Agr, GOD. Which evinces, I 


1 4 5 A old 


** 4 
1 9 a * 


The werde in this! Paſſage, are peculiarly forcible. 
a 7s in the Heart; implanted in the very Nature; 


ſunk deep into the inmolt Faculties. And not o ſunk 


deep, but adheres almoſt inſeparably: wp is aurabt, 


the 918. bound : wines like the Ivy, and is rooted like 
a — 2 855 wo . 
"he Row. It. 19. ede varia 2 May Libs guilty,” 


ulty;” be fully convicted, and appa- 
'jult-Gondertination.—Thoſe Things 


to Tender Men criminal, but to Fer, them ſo. 


unprejudiced Perſon; Whether it be not 
Us all, both in Vouth and Manhood, to 


* 


of the Context, nei- 


ö 
! 
| 
| 
i 
' 


136 » 4 Or 0 U xr 
ſhould think, beyond all Dee; the Univerſal 1 
its Extent. 

If to the Unltetclith We 200 the ibu of 
this Fact, it will bear the two grand CharaGeriſtics 
of Truth, Far from being a novel Opinion, it was 
received as a Maxim, in the early Age of Jeb. What 
is Man, that He ſhould pretend to be clean ? And H: 
that is born of a Woman, that He ſbouli preſume to 
be righteous ? Righteous before the infinitely y JUST 
and HOLY ONE! Behold! He pro 4 no Truf 
in his Saints, though the moſt exalted: of all intelli 
gent Beings. Yea, the Heavens, thoſe brighteſt 
Parts of the material Creation, are not clean in bis 
Sight. How much more abominable and filthy is Man *? 
Who drinketh Iniquity ; though lotheſome to GOD, 
and worſe than Poiſon to his own Soul; yetdrinketh 
it like Water; witheut any Heſitation or the leaſt 
Fear, with an eager and profuſe Delight. 

This, Vou will obſerve, was alledged i in a Di 
pute, carried on with no ſmall Vehemency. Vet i 
admitted, on all Hands, as unexceptionably true. 
Be pleaſed alſo to take Notice, That the Charge is 
not confined to ſome very notorious Sinners, but is 

laid againſt the whole Body of Mankind. Whatever 
Figure they may make, each in his own Conceit; 
they ate all deſcribed in the Word of -G O D- 
Being, inſatiably athirſt after Evil from 'Objott 
Which We cannot endure to behold; or cannot be. 
9 r bel 

th fu 47 EPE. I; by ** R O0 91 


vv. 14, 15, 75. The immaculate Purity of th 
ec 905. and the utter Depravity of fallen Man, 
Are fats of ſo great Tmportatice in the ſeriptural Syſten 

or Divinity, chat: they are 11 gulèated no leſs than hu 

5 Ar ithin the Compaſs pf this ſingle Book. And b 
Aal the ame tioble Contraſt of ſtfiking . Chu 
Iv. I7, N 14, 1 16. N + 10 . 


hold without Abhorrence *. —Buch i is Man. by Na- 
ture! People muſt have Eyes very different from 
mine, a ba enn any Hienim 3 in this N 5 


Ap 


ty of 
iſtics. 


t was 
WV bat 


d He 
ne. to 
JST 


& of 


WR ak. ta 1 Dich, EET let it pals 
the firſt Repute are on my Side That We enter the 
Stage of Life, in a State of Indiſference either to 

ar or, Evil That the Affections are like 2 Ba- 


Truf WY lance, nicely poiſed, and preponderating neither 
telli- one Way nor the other, —The whole Soul, like a 
rhtelt Shett of fair Paper, is equally ſuſceptible of ſtrait 
in bis or crooked Lines; and will as readily receive the 


an *? 
OD, 
nketh 


amiable Features of an Angel, as * hideous De- 
formity of a Devil. 44 


leaſt Sinile,” L think, confutes the Sentiment. F or, to 
_ be in Suſpe enſes whether We ſhall love the LORD | 
Di our GOD, the Giver of all Good, and the: Source 
Vet is of all Perfection; this, ſurely: muſt be. condemned 
ue,— as an irreligious Temper.— This is a criminal Halt- 
rge bh ing between GOD and Baal. — A Nee which ; 
but is is no better than Hoftilict 7. 
atever 1 fear, the Writers Leu mention, pay def little | 
nceit; Deference to the inſpired Volume. Our Eſeutcheon 
) — WT is very differently blazoned, in that Office of ſpiritual 
all . 4 Ti Traverſe r 7008 WA Wimb ti is one 
ot be- of 1 * 4 hy : 0 £0, * on IX *. FELLER 7 7 8 Ruth | 15 of 
hol 55 
? | 2 „ The original Wards are N 2yn Lies is uſed 
of the to ſignify; that. abominable Practice, N the . ä 
i Man, ape by — e Pitt oh ver. 3508 . 
Syſtem ver, 26. Engl. Bib. — The other e 8 
Wen Aualid to be viewed without lothing. Js 8 
And by + hai. xIvii. 8. A Truth ſo apparent. and. ui 
Chap. ale that Seneca band e N it, * Ry was 


"af ; an 
* 5 »- * 4 * 1 3 
5 >< 
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But his I muſt inſiſt upon, and, feveral Writers of | 


4p: With regard to your firſt Illoftration —The | 


— . anabetAdth. ALES; ante cop — 1 — 


1 DME N, 
of aur; hereditar 
dong internal Propenſity 3 even before 
greſs, in outward 4 | Nn IT ard 
Obſerve the young ber Plants, ww. nich have 
unfolded. their. green, Leaves, in vonder, Nurſery; 
Put have, ſcarce, learned, to ſpread. the . Bloſſom, 
F: Is. there in thoſe. Plants an equal Aptitude, to pro 
duce the luſcious / Juicy Grape, or their own © coarſe 


e tranſ- 


and huſky Berry! By no means. They will (un- 


leſs grafted; with ſome generpus Cyon) certainh, 
_ whiiverſally,: conflantly. bear the, ſame harſh, Fruit, 
with-their-parent Tree. 80 certainly, will the hu- 


2 * A 


a Man Mind, if not renewed by the 8 PIRIT of 


OHR IST; branch out into ungodly; Tempers, and 
werf forth wicked Practices. 5 
Sher. Tha Nobleman, mentioned by. Xenaphon , 


| 1 his Excuſe the Notion of two Souls; one, that 
inclined Him to Vice; another, that prompted! Him 
to Virtue. This Was a e Carieatura a cb com- 
paredavith my Friend's. He will allow nothing! re- 
gular ot graceful in the buman Heart. Vou have 
metamorphoſed the Maſter- piece of the Creation, 
into ſuch a deformed Object; as may juſtly render 
Him a Terror to Himſelf. Can there be a groſſer 
Libel upon the CREATOR, dee Dif 
. couras ment t t to Mae R 5 


8 . 1 Ye wm 1 25 We . AV S 
"SY 4905 


. as He A Ys . Hate ged. 5 Condition 


2 Kar Ric. 33 N eo 2 . 5 \s 7 851 


- x 1 9 3s . 2 3 


4 104 9:1 © 10 "A; EY tak A ” A 
bo 5 Ei d by. ab elrabjan . % . 


| Reſerblancs r VF. "ridiculous, Fi 35 


" 


a Titles. Dranſgreffors W i arty by 


n overcome by an alluring Temptation, e HRP 


| ae Jurhus:-- - Animalia ob noxia non paurieribus Aaini quan 


DTATVO'G&UE XL 13g: 
Asp. If this be a deformed Piece, what will Vou 


call the following Deſcription ? & O D ſaw that the 


Wickedneſs of Man was great upon the Earth; and 
that every Imagination of the Thoughts of his Heart was. 


only. evil continually. * Tig perhaps, may be rec- 


koned a more monſtrous Drawing ſtill. Vet it came 


from that Hand, which painted the Canopy of the 
Skies, and touched all the Pictures of N ature into 
ſuch inimitable Perfection. a 
Pray, let us examine the moſt Uſinguilſbag Fea- 
tures in this Draught.—Not barely the Works of his 
Hand, or the Words of his Tongue, but the Tna-. 


 ginations of. his, Heart, are evil. The Cantagion 


has ſpread itſelf through the inner Man. It has 
tainted the Seat of his Principles, and the Source of 


his Actions 4. — Is there not, You will ſay; fome.. 
Mixture of Good? No; they are a#ly Evil. There 
is no hopeful Tendency. Not fo much as a little 


Leaven of Piety ;. that may have a Chance to dif- 
fuſe itſelf, and meliorate the whole Lump.—But 
are there no lucid Intervals ? No bar Moments, 
when Virtue 3 * WN >; He is 

by * "the pings: oply 


* q 95 a 
i y y » = . 
* 4 — 1 1 


A Gen. vi. FA 


1 The GN is very exact in Its e as + well 55 


as very emphatical in its Meaning. h The Heart, or 
grand Principle - πνuᷓnn The Thoughts. of the Heart, 
or the various Actings of that Wige The Inca- 


gination of the Thoughts, or the Produce and Reſult of 


„Deſires and Affections, Cousſels 


thoſe Actings; na 
and pofpocks. Of w Ache not one, a few only, or the 
greateſt Part, but a theſe. are evil. —Somewhat, like, this, 
is St. Paul's Analyſis of the intellectual Qeconomy : w, 
nice,  Noſiqurs. All which He repreſents, as in a State 
27625 As Forts or Bulwarke, | 


of Enmity againſt. 'G; HRI 


erected to maintain à Siege, againſt the rt Or of and 
nnn his N 2 Cor, ** "yo 21s: 


= 2 0 3 e —— in is to- 

tal and its Ty vFranny perpetual. . 8 daddor 1 Seil i 
What 1 have advanced, therefore, 4s: Abe, 
upon the. CR EATQR's. Benjgnity:;4 Beckuſe, it:is 
the very Echo of his ] Determination. —Neither 
is it ſo properly diſopuraging, as humbbing and 
| alarming to. ur Fellow creatuxes.Humbling, to 
make Us ſenſible of our Ruin: des e anake 
Us defirous of a Recovery. E N av cif 3: 

Wer. Is not the Ne Wüleh bade 
produced, peculiar to the Men of that Wicked Ge- 
neration hoſe: F le Was as unparalleled, as their. 
Punichment? 1 1 S dane een e ee ne 

Asp. It is deshlab both to them and their Sue- 
2 The Wiſdom of GO D repeats the Charge, 
and fixes it upon the Race, which, ſurvived- the! 
Flood The Depravity of human Nature con- 
tine, nor could the Waters of an univerſal 
Deluge purge it away. 80 deep alas! is the 
Stain, and ſo incorrigible the Virulenoy, of origi- 
nal Corruption; that it will yield to nothing -o 


„ 
** 


| nothing will t yield,. but to the Waſhing of Regents | 


ana . 1 1 HOLE, . 


. EP viii. ERS Where, 1 TY 84 Particle 2 i 
_uſeGin the advirſative, not the cauſal Signification ; and 
ſhould be rendered 7bough; rather chan for —Where, it 
may be.pleafing, if not ſo directly pertinent, to obſerve; 
chat the orbearance of the righteous GOD, is aſcrided 

to tte great: Atonement; typefied-by | Noab's./Burnt-of- 
Pe: and eee by. Se Paul: in "Hin Epiſtle to the 
10 W. ro . alludes, 10 this: Faſlage. The 
i a $ 0 anche for 

atone RMP ior 


at — 


e . 1 1 
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5. V. 2; * He | 4 2 anne > 
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Till this takes place, every Heart of Man muſt 


o- 

24 wear the Prophet's ſtigmatizing Motto, Di 
&. WE aove all Things; and deſperatelywicked; | 
is Der. This Paſſage, I am informed, is not rightly 
er tranſlated ; ;- eſpecially, in the 74 Expreſſion. The 
nd Hebrew Original does not bear ſo hard upon the 
to human Character, as the Engliſh Verſion. — 
ke Asp. You allow then, that the Heart is deceitful. 
Ny And of this We have a glaring Proof, in the Con- 
ave; duct of Hazasl. He thought it impoſſible, that He 
3e. ſhould ever perpetrate ſuch horrid Barbarities, as the 


Prophet foreſaw.  [s thy Servant a Dog, that He 


ne- i ever Thou mayeſt imagine Thyſelf gentle as a 
Lamb, thou art fierce as a Dog, and ſavage as a 


ſhould do this great Thing *? Yes, Hazael; how- 


tha Tyger.— Which was moſt n, Gee ne by 


ON+'; the Event +. 1 


rſal Suppoſe, we tranſlate the other Word ſomewhat 


igi- ess Service to your Cauſe. | Inſtead of deſperately 
o {Wl wicked, You may, if You pleaſe, read deplorably diſ- = 
ener- ordered . This is the exact Import of the Phraſe.— 
It. tis a Metaphor, derived from a very diſtempered 
Til Body. In which, the whole Head is ſick, and the 
__ wole Heart faint. From the Gao 75 whoſe R 
2 18 RS 1 
and N eee eee e ee een 
re, it M ee a oy 2 Kings viii. 13. ; 
erve; +-This ſelf me Hazael, murdered his. ro * ater 2 
ribed and uſurped the Throne-of S yria; burnt the Cities of . 
A1. 0. ral, and flew their Inhabitants with the Sword; daſhed 
o the the Infants in Pieces, and rip 1 up tlie Women wich a 
The Child. Thus cruelly did He haraſs the Hrathies, til 
0 I Het eruſned their Strength 5 broke their Spirits ; ruined 


be cuil i mphatically, Ee müdt chews like "the 57% 5 ee | 
git * xiii. Ho 1 wy 


EF bay wi 9 om | 


the more accurately. The little Alteration will be of 


their Nation 3 or, às che faered Hiſtorian ſpeaks moſt 


"4,55. Y 
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142 06 UE N. 
Ki be vol of whoſe Fret, there is nothing but con. 

fuming Difeaſe, and enfeebling Languors *.—Th, 
Rules of Civility, tis true, may ſet a ſpecious Var. 
niſh on the Converſation. | But until Grace, ſanc. 
tifying Grace adminiſters the Remedy, the mol 
civilized Heart will be only like the pale emaciatel 
Cheeks that is poorly enlivened with Paint. 
Der. What ſay the Writers of the New Teſts 
ey Is not their Way of thinking more libeni 
and benign ?—If human Nature wore fo hideous a 
Aſpect, under the legal Diſpenſatien; ſince the 
*Coming of our LORD, and che Publiſhing d 
his Goſpel, One may eee, an eee and mort 


bug ow ing Face of Things. {uy 

As. Human Nature in au Period: wh. Tims 

*and- under every Diſpenſation of Religion, is (ll 

the ſame.” It was the SPIRIT of! CHRIST, 

AT indited the Old Teſtament, and He cannot 
vary wing: Himſelf, in the: Derbe of the 

New. NW 5 0s TT WO TN oO To; OS 


rolled 
benigl 
GOC 
rance 
all the 
then, 
the ad. 


I am ns much inclined te benere, That all n ſublim 
od Diſeaſes, which our Divine PHY SICTAN prayitz 
healed, during his Abode on Earth, were ſo many {quaint 
emblematical Repreſentations of. ſpiri rithal Diſorden DEE 

Which, like certain Family Diſtempers, may be ſad Mi confo, 

to run in the Blood of all Mankind. Will you git Stead. 

me leave, Theron, to explain myſelf? I don't like v Merits 

pe engroſs the Diſcourſe. Fer Tyeould willingly er Truth, 
5 - lite upon this Subject. | 

- Ther. By all means. . . 8 of Argument „ 

Iſeparats. rere Indulge encies c een Md WA 

Na * 1. $a xe A; * ok #+ ae $7 _ + 2 the laſt 
Apes eee LL OT! PL wer Ko e ledge of 
. i FY 8 og reezble UID Sine; and coul by atter 

| [nant to is Metapl or, 18 LY 9 t Litwr) hem 
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| So 


 con- ¶ you a Warrant to urge, whatever may ſupport your 
-The C⸗uſe.—Beſides, ſhall be glad to hear: . Sen- 


timents upon 2 Point ſo curious. 

Asp. The poor Leper, covered with noiſome ares; 
Wis che very Picture of a polluted Sinner. Was tlie 
One, for his contagious Impurities, ſeparated from 
the Society of his Fellow-citizens? So ſhall the 
other, for His abominable Uncleanneſs, be baniſhed 
from the beatific Preſence : Unleſs He be cleanſed 
Wby por and e 5 the Righteouſneſs of 
$82 E8US. . 


ture, WhO was born blind. His Eyes rolled, but 


oolled in vain, to find the dawning Ray. Such is the 
Time benighted State of the human Mind, till Almighty 
is fill GOODNESS command the Scales of Igno- 
R 187, ande to fall off, and pour heavenly Day through 
canndt all the intellectual Faculties. Then, and not till 
of the then, we begin to know the Holineſs, the Juſtice, 
che adorable Excellencies of GO D. - We ſee the 
all tie ſublime. Parity of his Law, and the extreme De- 
CIA pravity: of our own Hearts. We are brought ac- 
o mam quainted with the tranſcendent Glories of our R E- 
ſorden. DEE ME R's: Perſon, and apprehend that moſt 
be ſal i comfortable Myſtery. of his | Subſtitution in our 
ou git: I Stead. We diſcern the ineffable Perfection of his 
t like u Merits, and the divinely rich Freeneſs of his Grace *. 
ighy en. we r hore e to the Soul, 

5 than 
gument ff n ere 
ip; ad hs „ This; and g Partichlart are Pens of 
pe the laſt Importance in the Chriſtian School. The Know- 
„ ledge of them deſerves to be moſt ſolicitouſly ſought, both 
id conf by attentive Contemplation, and. by earneſt Prayer. For, 
Litwg IM? know. them, is to be ruh 4010 3 10 be, influenced by 


” — 


them,” is to be 9 Lal. . 
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Von pity the Condition of that nb res- 
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Chriſtianity; or even to turn Ourſelves unto GOD, 
Do not you, my Friend, experience ſomething of 
this Inability ? For my Part, I muſt lay my Hand on 


<< and with a full Aſſurance of Faith, the Promiſe 


$74 Co venly in all my Deſires; and wholly reſigned to 
the divine Will. But, alas ! my Sufficjency for 
e theſe Things, is like the ls Nun. or the 
8 withered Arm.” 


. 


dies, Which were Emblems of our Miſery, and tl: 
Triumphs of out LORD's Power. Let me only 
remark— That their Bodies were: afflicted with a fing! 
Diſorder; our Souls labour under a Complication oſ 
Evils.— They felt their Affliction, and were deſirous, 


chan all the deleQable Scenes of Creation Are to 


to grind at a Mill; to run in a Race ;. or to turn 
Himſelf on His Bed? $0 unable are We, to fight 


C i, Here. Though not altogether dead in Sin 
„ (blefſed be CHRIST FESUS, and his quicken- 
& ing SPIRIT!) yet how languid is my Zeal, 
* how enfeebled my Induſtry, in the great Affi 


4 fain love, and with the warmeſt Gratitude, my 
4 ever-merciful and moſt beneficent GOD. But 
„ Oh what Coldneſs benumbs my Affections - 


a 
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the Sight. 
The Paralytic's enervatell Limbs too truly repre 
ſent the Impotence of our Nature. Was He unable 


the good Fight of Faith ; to exerciſe the Graces of 


my Breaſt, and daily, hourly confeſs, <* The Pag, 


ec of everlaſting Salvation !—TI would fain believe, 


e of the unchangeable JEHOVAH. - But hoy 
« often do I ſtagger through Unbelief 1 woul 


c J wiſh to be humble in every Thought; bes- 


It would be endleſs t to e all the Mal 


n defray; of Relief. We are, til 
K's e  awakene 


W argy,,, or an extravagant. 


” 
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awakened f from above „ inſenſible of 90 r cu ni State 
and our loſt 3 yi We add, a fa! 5 


to-all our other Indifpaſitiens,, 2 Rupilying' Leth- 
75 clirjum. Jen $52; 144 #2 
er. Such oh Fpoſitiqns af Eeripture 
5 eee de pres, You yourſelf 
cannot, Fg > 5 For m o 
t, A, OY Ak, tt 97 K e 
* Reaſon, * on . 
nat. th] ink, that, the aftegorical Saſs 
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or without its We eight. Howe ver, I have no De- 
ſign, to preclude your Appeal.— Wil the avowed, 
f will the reiterated Deciſion of ; an Apoſtle," ſatisfy 
W ty. F riend, and be admitted as the Verdi of Rea- 
: n St. Pau has declated of Himfelf; In meg 
' that i is, 75 i Th, or unrenewed Nature, dwelleth 
10 Cod demper, nor ſo much as any 
good Pele. re e affirms; 5 That the car- 
| nal Mind, or. 5 Soul, 4s not ſubjeff't ro the 
4 of 600. Nay, is an Enemy, or rather En- 
10 itſelf + — agaihſt what —Againſt Sin? That 
were 2 noble Antipathy. — Againſt the World? 
That Were a laudable Difaffection. — No; ; but 


Jof his amiable. PerfeQions, and the faultleſs Moe 
of all Virtue. 7 


Der. This, 1 foppole, 15 the Character of Shut 
the Phariſee,, not of Paul” the 1 N 
f Vor. II. i # 
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of his Condition, when He was © a Blaſphemer, 


a Perſecutor, and injurious.” . 
Ap. It relates not to Himſelf alone, but is appli- 
cable to All, who continue in a State of Nature.— 
The bleſſed AUTHOR of our Being, ſpeaking 
of Mankind in general, fays; That He is even 
Fleſh *. mere Fleſh, altogether Fleſh, his very Soul, 
and all its Powers, are wholly enſlaved to fleſhly 
Appetites. — The beneficent RESTORER of 
our Happineſs, pronounces the ſame Sentence, in 
the very fame Words: That which" is born of the 
Fleſh, is Fleſh + : The Faculties, which Men re- 
ceive by their natural Birth, have a vitiated Taſte, 
and a carnal Biaſs. They reliſh not the refined, 
the heavenly, the godlike. They incline only to 
ſelfiſh Aims, and groveling Purſuits. —Our S AVI. 
OUR reinculcates the Admonition, and illuſtrates 
it by a very remarkable Alluſion. You cannot for- 
get his Anſwer to a procraſtinating Diſciple ; Let tl! 
Dead bury their Dead . Intimating, that as many 
as are unſanRified by the HOLY. GHOST, 
though poſſeſſed of an animal, are 6 8 of the 
ES REI RI dine 


Gen. vi. 3. The Word Fleſs, by which the All-wiſz 
CREATOR characterizes Man, fignifies, in the ſacred 
Writings, whatever is 4;/ponourable in itſelf ; proviting to 
80D; or introductory to the Ruin of Man.— The 
Works of the Fleſh, are a Compendium of all Iniquity: 


Gal. v. 19, 20, 21.—To'walk after the Fleſh, is the ver) 


| Reverſe of walking in the. SPIRIT . diametrically op- 
poſite to the divine Law and true Holineſs, Rom. vill. 4 


—To be carnally minded, or to have the Influence, the 
Savour, the Reliſh of the Fleſh {@pornue Crpr©-) predomi- 
nant in our Minds, is the ſpiritual Death of the Soul; 
and a Preſage of eternal Death, both in Body and Soul. 


"Ron is 6:4. fe 
1 John iii. 6. 


1 Matt. viii. 22. 
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divine Life. Are no more able to pertorm any pi- 


ritual and holy Duty, than a pale Corpſe in che 
Coffin, or dry Bones in the Charnel-houſe, are 


qualified to tranſact any ſecular Buſineſs. 


St. Paul ſets the Seal of Heaven to this moment- 


ous Truth, in various Paſſages of his Epiſtles. From 


a Multitude let me ſelect one, and recommend it to 


your ſerious Conſideration. You, that were ſometime 


alienated and Enemies : the Coloffians, and all Man- 
kind were alienated from the living GOD; had 
no true Knowledge of Him; and, what is worſe, 
had no fincere Deſire after Him. Nay ; they were 
not only Strangers, but Enemies ; in a State of Hoſ- 
tility to his holy Nature and heavenly Will. What 
can expreſs a greater Degeneracy ? Nothing, unleſs 
it be the following Clauſe: by a Mind intent upon 


wicked Works *, A Mind, not only averſe from 


all Good, but paſſionately prone to all Evil. 
_ Ther. A few picked Paſſages, of a figurative Im- 


port, and artfully cogged by ſome dextrous Inter- 


pretation, may ſeem to ſupport your Cauſe, _ 
Aſp. Ah! Theron, there is no need to uſe Sleight 

of Hind. He that runs, may read this Doctrine in 

the ſacred Authors. It is interwoven with the whole 


Series of their hifforical, and makes a profeſſed Part. 


of their practical Writings. 1 
3 . What 
5 Coloſ. 1. 21. Ty Ave 65 To epſ26; role Woynpoig, Mente 


malis Operibus intenta. A very diſcerning” Critic. would 
thus point, and thus tranſlate the Words. For which 


Alteration, He aſſigns the following Reaſon 3 Mens enim 


dicitur eſſe in ea Re, quam ſemper cegitat, ad quam Cupidine 


fertar & inclinatur.  DavEnNanT in loc. —Let the Words 


be pointed and tranſlated, either in this or the received 
Manner, they ſpeak the Language, and confirm the Sen- 
timents, of this whole Dialogue. . 


5 — — I — — — — — — 9 — 
2 = — <1 0 nth — — FE — — — — — 
2 P - — SER Fra ——— SIS 7 8 — —— — 
- . " » — 249936 ——_——— NOI > 2 Gr 1 2 Err 2 k 
* " : - \ 2 by - * 8 8 Mo : = . — - 4 © 
- N {7 tw Ls CERES. s Reo * 89 933 . 3 0 * * . * 2 9 Bras r = , 
6 e * * 5 CE GE —.— 8 — 1 5 A * p E * SELL - 2 72 
ISS REI I ˙ PEA TOC a na T7 7 Las > * — N 2 r = . 8 3 2 ol. ed — 
3 FONG: —_— — — —— 3 42 LH. bY bg TEES ION rr 2 * —— ans, 12 We > * : — — 
- Jn 2 4 _ : q g — x 
2 * fr LP ITC A l = 
3 — LE 2 
ß i or ergy 


— 


0 
r Wi * 


gs — es. he — 
d NE er ee ts ee I i aaa aaa — —— — — — Se 
wind — 
— 


67 
— 


— 2 - * 
. ie LIED on 


—_ 3 


3 

— — 
N 
* 4 watt 


—— CO Ine 


en 


E 
2 URL > 9 heS 
Gy #6 
2 


2 
„ 2 


— 
— 


e n 
Sa 1 n £4 
AE n 
. 4 
—— — — — ; ma. 
3 1 — — n 


TFF o we OL" 

bo ras et ˙ ren ne DL BK. —D— <2 r 
— "EU 2 8 þ — . ck 5 
>. te — = 


7 — Dear 
* 2 
A 
yo. Ci oo tg ty A 
"1 "F< 7 
CE . AL þ 
. cd _ — 
” »: int whey 
1 11 5 — 24 
1 lbs ae a 
CS -- 


148 DIALOGUE XI 


What is more common with the inſpired Penmen, 


than to expreſs a profligate Courſe of Life, by follow- 


ing our own Imaginations, and walking in our own 
Ways? When Immorality and Licentiouſneſs were 
predominant in Iſrael; knew no Reſtraints, and kept 
no Bounds; how does the unerring Hiſtorian de- 
ſcribe this horrible State of Things ? Every One did 
that”. which was right in his own, Eyes. Nothing 
can more ſtrongly imply the extreme Depravity of 
Mankind, than fuch a Phraſeology. Which makes 
it one and the ſame Thing, to purſue. our natural 
Inclinations, and to act the abandoned Sinner. 
St. Jude cannot write a few Lines, but He muſt 
touch upon this Subject; muſt teach this humbling 
Leffon, Senſual +, He ſays, not having the SPIRIT. 
According to his Eſtimate, not to be actuated by the 
Power of Grace, is to remain under the Dominion 
of Senſuality. If We may credit this Ambaſſador 
of CHRIST, every Man, while unrenewed by 
the Divine SPIRIT, is governed by Fleſh and 
Senſe. Can any Man then pretend to be originally 
Free from the ignoble Influence of Corruption? 
St. Paul exempts not Himſelf, no, nor any of the 
higheſt Saints, from the opprobrious Charge: Ve 
all walked according to the Deſires of the Fleſh and of 
the Mind. Which Defires in Us, as well as in the 
idolatrous Heathens, were baſe, ſordid, and con- 
JS Os | ; taminating. 
Judg. xvii. 6.—See alſo Plal. Ixxxi. 12. Eccl. xi. 9. 
6. 008 e e, e one won 
I Jude 19. The original Expreſſion is not (aps 
but CvN,ꝰẽꝓ“ Which denotes, what ſome People reckon 
; the Glory off our Nature, the rational Soul. Yet thoſe 
Perſons, who have no higher a Principle, are, with all 


their Accomplithments and Improvements, the very Re- 


verſe of loi, ſpiritual. 
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taminating. Inſomuch that We, who are Fews by 
Birth ; who are Sons of GOD, by our new Birth ; 
even We were, by Nature, the Children of Wrath *; 
Creatures, in whom G OD could take no Pleas 
ſure, and againſt whom his Wrath was revealed 
from Heaven. If ſo, then, doubtleſs, ſubject to 
Depravity, and chargeable with Sin. 

Ther. What ſays St. James? You have ſuppreſſed, 
and I had almoſt forgot, his Teſtimony ; though it 
is ſo very pertinent to my Purpoſe, and ſo very ex- 

plicit in my Favour. . Men, who are made after the 
Similitude of GOD. — The Similitude of GO 
ſignifies, in the ſacred Books, thoſe moral Endow- 
ments, which VBikinguim the Poſſeſſor both from the 
Brute and the Devil. And if Men are made after 
this Image; if they are created with theſe Endow- 
ments; where is your Doctrine of original Sin ? 

Aſp. I began to flatter myſelf, that your Objections 
were exhauſted, But, ſince I am miſtaken. in this 
Particular, ſurely it muſt be as great a Miſtake to 
imagine, that our Apoſtle would maintain an Opi- 
nion, ſo repugnant to the aforementioned Texts, and 
ſo contrary to univerſal Obſervation. Do not You 
perceive the very Reverſe true, with regard to your 
own Children? Why do You addreſs them with ſuch 
tender Entreaties; with ſuch warm Exhortations ; 
ſuch repeated Arguments? Why do You allure them 
to Duty by Promiſes, and deter them from Tranſ- 
greffion by Threatenings ? Is all this Regimen, all 
this Diſcipline, neceſſary for Creatures, that dear | 


' the holy 1 of GOD? . 

K 3 | | They 

1 * Eph. 11. 3 3. Hoc und Loco, ſays BEZ A, quaſi Fulmine, | 
of tots Homo, quan! US guantus eſt, profternitur, Negue enim 


aturam dicit lzſam, n 42 mortuam, le Wen 3 e | 
Iræ obmexiam. 
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They made after the Similitude of GOD !—Then | 


they have no need of the renewing Influences of the 
HOLY GHOST, in caſe they live; and no 
need of the Atonement of CHRIST's Blood, in 
_ caſe they die. Would James, the LOR D's Brother, 
aſſert ſuch an egregious Error; as not only oppoſes 
2 ſingle Article, but undermines the whole Conſtitu- 
gon of Chriſtianity ? Sets aſide the Sanctification of 
the Divine SPIRIT, and the Propitiation of the 


REDEEME R's Death? —Impoſlible for Him 


to afſert ! Impoſlible, I ſhould think, for Us to 
A 1 . 8 


St. James ſpeaks of a Fact that is paſt : ſpeaks of 


Men collectively, as they were all included in their 
firſt Parent. The Paſſage, I apprehend, ſhould be 
tranſlated, not, Men that are; but, Men that were * 
created; whoſe human Nature was formed. —The 
Scripture conſiders Adam, as the common Parent of 
Us all: nay more, conſiders Us all as exiſting in 
our great Progenitor. Which is ſo far from over- 
throwing, that it eſtabliſhes, the Point in Debate. 
For, if We were all created after the Similitude of 
GOD, in and with Adam; it muſt follow, that 
We all fell from our Conformity to GOD, in and 
with Adam. If ſo — let me for once retort my 

Bee outs. e, ee Friend's 


| 1 Ns. hs | Ag. 2 8 a | 5 „ . 4 
* 7am. iii. 9. That this is the preciſe Signification 


of the Participle Yeſenslag, may be gathered from 1 Tin. 


v. 9. Where vel is "tranſlated hawing been; and 
muſt neceſſarily refer, not to the preſent, but to the pa 


Condition of the Widow. We have a ſimilar Manner of 


3 and Repreſentation, 1 Cor. xi. 8. Which 
Paſſage moſt evidently deſcribes, not the ſucceſſive Pro- 
duction, but the % Creation of the human Species.— 
All this exactly accords with the divine Declaration, I. 
thi Inage f GOD made He Man. du not my ; e 
ſays the Septuagint, not wuw ; did make, not does male. 
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Friend's Interrogatory Where, or in whom, 18 
nat original Sin: | 

IT am very ſure, this Doctrine runs 1s through our 
Liturgy 3 is an eſſential Part of our Articles; and 
moſt ſtrongly delineated in our Homilies. Shall I 
produce ſome of thoſe Teſtimonies ; which are as 
clear, as they are copious? _ 


Ver. No more of your Teſtimonies, good Aſpa- 


155 o. Inform me rather, what Advantage can accrue 


from your inculcating, or my adopting ſuch a Doc- 


trine. Suppoſe, it were undeniably true; diſagree- 
able Truths, like diſagreeable Objects, ſhould be 
conſigned over to Obſcurity, not obtruded upon our 
View. — On ſuch an Occaſion, the Reply of Themi/- 
tocles ſhould be mine. One of the Literati of Greece, 
offered to communicate an elaborate and curious In- 
vention. By means of which, his Memory ſhould 
be ſo wenderfully ſtrengthened, as to retain what- 
ever He read or heard. My F riend, replied the 
« Hero, You quite miſtake the Way to ſerve me. 
« I want to learn the Art, not of remembering, but 
Hof forgetting.” 

Ah. If to forget our Diſeaſe, were a likely Me- 
thod to re/tore our Health, I ſhould readily concur 
in your Hero's Way of Thinking, As this will 


hardly be allowed, I cannot but judge it more ad- 
viſeable, to give ſome Attention to our Diſeaſe, that 


We may enquire after a Remedy. | 

They, Where is'this Remedy to be had! J 

App. Not on Earth, but from Heaven. — The 
Schools of Science cannot diſcover it. The Courts 


of Kings are unable to procure it. The College of 


Phyficians know not how to preſcribe it. But the 
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Goſpel of our Salvation rotheibig;” prepares, and 
diſpenſes it. The Language of CHRIST in his 
holy Word is, I will bring ber Health and Cure *, 
And the Beginning of our Cure is, to be ſenſible 
of our Diſorder. 
Hence We are taught to be humble.—To review 
the Catalogue of our actual Tranſgreſſions, is 2 
mortifying Employ. But that which lays the Soul 
in the loweſt Abaſement, is the Conviction of in- 
bred Iniquity. This ſtrikes at the Root of human 
Vanity, and cuts aſunder the very Sinews of Self- 
conceit. A total Loſs of Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs; an utter Impotency to all Good, and an 
impetuous Propenſity to all Evil; theſe are not 
Viſitants, but + Inhabitants ; engen with our 
Frame, and ingrained i in our Conſtitution. How 
then—O! how can Ve be vain of our moral 
Beauty, who haye ſuch an hereditary Defilement 
and Deformity cleaving toall our Faculties? Surely, 
this muſt baniſh the Phariſee from our Breaſt, and 
Inſpire Us with the Sentiments of that ſincere 
Penitent, Behold! 7 am vile +1 Muſt teach Us 
the Language of the abaſhed Leper, Uncleav' 
Unclean 3 
Ther. I ſhould think, it would make Us melat- 
choly, rather than humble. Serve no other Purpoſe, 
than to introduce an afflictive Senſe of extreme 
Wretchedneſs. „ 
4h 


[2 ine nn kl 

+ 3 this Corruption 5 is ayled, not barely 
n a Seegarten. that which is at our Elbow. Rom. vii 21. 
E eumefigccog, t that which eafily furrounds Us. Heb. X11, l. 


but 7 o , that which davelleth in Us. Rem. vii. and 


n Sehens, that which, like a ſtrong Man arme. 
ſleepelh Garriſon i in our Souls, Luke xi. 21. 
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Af. Did We intend to reſt Here, your Appre- 

henſions would be juſt. But We urge the Doctrine 

of original Corruption, as a Preparative for the Re- 
demption of CHRIST. 

It is obſervable, that very Few nonliad 4 to the 

bleſſed FESUS in the Days of his Fleſh, but the 


Sons and Daughters of Affliction. The Levee of 
that PRINCE of Peace, was crouded by the 


Lame, the Blind, the Diſeaſed. Theſe, being ſen- 
ſible of Diſtreſs, and longing for Relief, fell as hum- 
ble Supplicants at his Feet. While Others, who 


were firm in their Health, and gay in their Spirits, 


rejected Him with contemptuous Scorn. When We 
perceive the Plague of our Heart, and feel thoſe 
worſe than ulcerous Sores, which overſpread our Na- 


ture; We alſo ſhall ardently ſeek to the LOR D 
our Healer. When we find Qurſelves ſubject to the 


Curſe of the Law, in Bondage to the Tyranny of 
Satan, and liable to everlaſting Damnation; then 
the Divine PHYSICIAN, and the Divine RE- 
DEEMER will be precious indeed. —Whereas, 
if We remain inſenſible of our Miſery, the Goſpel, 
which is ſaving Health to the contrite Soul, will be 
an unaffecting Story to our Ears. We may hear 


it, We may read it, as an amuſing Narrative; but 
ſhall not receive it, as a ſovereign Remedy. 


Ther. Not receive the Goſpel, 4/þaſio ! I hardly 


underſtand what You mean. I often ſtudy the Go- 


ipel; I believe it to be a divine Revelation; and 
endeavour to follow its Dire@ions.—l lob upon 


it, as containing the moſt refined Syſtem of Mo- 
rality; as enforcing every Virtue, by the ſtrongeſt 
Motives; and recommending all, by the moſt * 


fect Example. 
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Asp. To which You ſhould add — as/ revealing 


that great MED IATOR, who has fulfilled a 


Righteouſneſs, to effect our Juſtification ; who has 
alſo the Fulneſs of the SPIRIT, to accompliſh 
our Regeneration. Otherwiſe, what You mention, 
is bin ſhort of the Goſfel.— It brings no glad 
Tidinęs to fallen Creatures. It adminiſters no Sue- 
cours to ruined Sinners. It is like writing a correct 
Copy for the Blind; or ſetting a laborious Taſk to 
the Diſzbled. Which would rather be an inſult on 
their Impotence, than a Relief of their Diſtreſs, 
The firſt Particular I wave at preſent. Only let 
me aſk. your Opinion of the laſt ; which is a grand 
Doctrine, and a very diſtinguiſhing Privilege of the 
Goſpel. I mean the Doctrine and the Privilege of 


ppiritudl Regeneration. Excluſive of which, all your 
Endeavours to poſſeſs Virtue and practiſe Morality, 
will be no better than Endeavours, to iy without 


Wings, or to run without Feet. 

While unimpreſſed with a Senſe of our original 
nen We ſhall probably fit down contented 
with ſome ſuperſicial Reformation, and not aſpire 
after a Renewal of the Heart. Civility will paſs for 
Sanctity, and a zemperate Diſpoſition for a gracious 


Habit. —Why is the New Birth, why are all the 


ſaving Operations of the bleſſed SPIRIT, diſre- 
garded by ſome, derided by Others? Becauſe, theſe 
Perſons are inſenſible of their utter Inability to all 


Good, and of their abject. Slavery to all Evil. 


Therefore, they ſee no Reaſon for this divine 


n. or for that univerſal Change. 


You alſo, my dear Friend, while unaequainted 


+ ——_ your natural Corruption, cannot apprehend 
either the Reaſonableneſs or the Neceſſity, of being 
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renewed in the Spirit of your Mind x. But when Ex- 
perience has taught You the former, You will want 
no Arguments to convince You of the latter. Can 
Creatures, who are blind in their Underſtandings, 
diſcern the Things which belong to their eternal 
peace? — Can Creatures, who are deud in Sin, ex- 
erciſe the Graces, or diſcharge the Duties, of a 
Chriſtian Life ?—Can Creatures, whoſe Hearts are 
at Enmity againſt GOD, either delight to do his 
Will Here, or be meet 3 his beatific Prefence 
Hereafter ? | | 

Under the Influence of ſuch 3 that 
New Birth, which the Goſpel of CHRISI＋ pro- 
miſes, which the SPIRIT of GOD produces, 
will appear as neceſſary for your State, and be as 
welcome to your Soul, as theſe gentle Dews are 
neceſſary for the, languiſhing Herbs, and welcome 
to the thirſty Soil. 

Ther. The Dews, though 8 to the Flow- 
ers, may be too chilly "og our Conſtitutions. And 
fee! The Star of Evening, by proclaiming the Ap- 
proach of Night, has given Us a Warning to quit 
our Arbour.— Some other Time We muſt reſume 
this Enquiry., For I am by no means ſatisfied, 

that your Theory agrees with Experience. 
Aſp. 1 fear, I have already kept You out too 


8 }V_ WO ——— WY 


eſe long. Let me juſt obſerve, as We go in — That 
all the Doctrine, however diſagrecable j in itſelf, is con- 
vil. WH ducted to an advantageous Iſſue. It is productive of 
ine àa much more ſubſtantial Conſolation, than Hiſtory 


zfizns to the great, but exiled Marius. When he 
fled, with his ruined Circumſtances, to linger out 
the poor Remains of Life among the Ruins of Car- 
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thage, what was his chief Support? Contem- 
4 plating, ſays my Author, that famous City in 
* the Duſt, He was the leſs afflicted with his own 
« Downfal *.” 
We have not been ant off wich ſuch cold Tow 
| forts, ſuch negative Benefits. The Belief of origi- 
nal Sin has a Tendency—To make Us humble To 
ſhew Us our Need of CHRIST—To create in 
Us a Hunger and Thirſt after the renewing Influ- 
ences of his SPIRIT, and the juſtifying Merit 
of his Righteouſneſs. —So that it muſt be owing to 
our own Perverſeneſs, or our own Negligence, i 
We do not levy a Tax upon our 2. and * eyen 
by our Fall. 


| | * Incgens Vitam in Tugurio Leoni 3 | 
oi 2 — 


tolera vit cum Marius aſpiciens Carthaginem, 7 


Marium, alter alteri paſent e Solatio. * 'Y ing Hear 
: | tent Inf. 

Nothing 
Hum of 
Inſects.— 
rihing I 
began to 
poſed un 
and hung 
rounding 
Aſpaſic 
tell, whi 
| Tea-Equ 
Mood. 
tened to 
ſerpentin 
You. wit 


'VeuL. Parc, 
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HE Sun was fiercely bright, and the 
sky without a Cloud. Nor a Breath 
= fanned the Woods; not a Gale curled 

? the Stream, — The Fields, expoſed to 

: all the fiery Beams, were like a glow» 
ing Hearth, —The little Birds, overcome by the po- 
tent Influence, loſt for a while their tuneful Notes. 
Nothing was heard in the Garden, but the drowſy 
Hum of Bees, and the Moan-like Buz of winged 
Inſects.— All Nature ſeemed to languiſp. The flou- 
riſhing Meads looked ſickly ; the gayeft Bloſſoms 
began to fade; the ſprightlieſt Animals, if not re- 
poſed under ſome cooling Shelter, panted for Breath, 
and hung their drooping Heads, amidft the all- ſur- 
rounding Blaze and the unſufferable Heat. 
Aſpaſia diſappeared ſince Dinner. None could 
tell, whither He was gone. Theron, as ſoon as the 
| Tea-Equipage was removed, took his Way to the 
Mood. Longing for the thickeſt Shade, He haf- 
tened to the Center. The Avenue confiſted of a 
ſerpentine Walk. Which, after having preſented 
You with ſeveral Species of Plants, and ſeveral 
| . | Degrees 
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Degrees of Verdure, nds if large circular Area: 
not covered with a Grecian or Roman Temple, un- 
meaning Imitation of Pagan Idolatry: but fur. 
rounded with aged and princely Oaks. The Coali. 
tion of whoſe Branches, threw over the graſſy Plat: 
majeſtic rural Dome; and their unpierced Foliage, 
zmbrowned the Noon tide Hours. 

In the Midſt, and elevated on a ſquare Baſe, wa 
A Statue repreſenting the venerable Elijab—in a Pof. 
ture of Worſhip—with his Hands ftretched out, and 
Eyes lifted up to Heaven. His Attitude, his Air, 
his every Feature, were a moſt lively Comment on 
- thoſe ſtrong energetic Expreſſions of Scripture; 
fake hold on GOD *; wreſtle with the AL MIGH- 
TY +; pour out your Hearts before H I M j.—0n 
one Side of the Pedeſtal, were engraven the Prieſt 
of Baal; in frantic Emotions calling upon their 
ſenſeleſs Deity, and gaſhing themſelves with un- 
availing Wounds. —On the other was exhibited, in 
Baſſo-relievo, the adoring Tiſhbite's Altar; his Vice 
tim burning with Fire from the LORD, eren 
while the Water ran from every Limb, ang over- 
flowed the Trench below. 

A rema te Caſcade tumbled from a craggy Rock 
The very Stream, like its Maſter, ſeemed in haſt 
to eſcape from the intenſe and raging Heat. W ith 
Hurry and Impetuoſity, it ruſhed into this grand Ar- 
bour. But here, impreſſed, as it were, with the un- 


expected Solemnity of the Scene, it ſuddenly checked 


the tumultuous Wave. And, having juſt ſaluted, 
or kiſſed the ſkirts of this revered Spot, turned aſide 
, into a more 15 515 Path. As ſome beedliſ 
3 | . 5 T rifler, 
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Trifler, who bolts unawares into the royal Preſence, 


ſtands ſtruck with Reverence and Awe, or retires 
with Precipitance and Confuſion, 


Te deep Gloom, ſhedding a Kind of Night, 
even while the Sun glared in tae Sky—Not a Whiſ- 
per ſtirring, among ſo many Millions of Leaves ; 


and all their warbling Natives huſhed. in Silence. 
The ſonorous Toll of the diſtant Caſcade, and the 
tinkling Chime of the nearer Rill—The profound 
Adoration, and fervent Devotion, which lived in 
the Lineaments of the impaſſioned Stone—All theſe 
Circumſtances rendered the Place peculiarly penſive 
and auguſt. Not much unlike the antient Orato- 
ries &; where holy People withdrew from the giddy 
Wee | Ring, 

It is thought by ſome eminent Critics, that, when 
our LORD continued all Night © @powyn Ow, Luke 


vi. 12. the Phraſe denotes his Continuance in an Oratory 3 
a Place ſet apart for Prayer, Meditation, and a devout 


Intercourſe with GOD. 


That there were Places of this Kind among the Jerws, 
is indiſputable ; and that the Opinion is ingenious, can- 
not be denied. But I very much doubt, whether it gives 
Us the true Meaning of the Evangeliſt. Having men- 
tioned a Mountain, it would hardly ſuit his conciſe Man- 
ner, to be more particular with regard to the Place; nei- 
ther was the Circumſtance ſo important, as to deſerve a 


ſecond Mention. I am apt to think alſo, that fuch a Place 


would have defeated the Deſign of our SAVIOU R's 
Retirement, which ſeems to have been Privacy; and that 


fach a Title, as G OD's Place of Prayer, was wholly ap- 


propriated to the Temple. i 
1 apprehend, We ſhall have a more def2»fible, I am 
perſuaded, We ſhall have a more exalted Senſe, if We 
ſuppoſe the Clauſe to ſignify—the Copiouſneſs and Fer- 
vour of our LORD's Devotion—the vaſt Importance, 
and the unequaled Succeſs, of this his prolonged Prayer. 
All which is expreſſed, according to the Hebrew Idiom, 
by the Addition of the divine Name. And, ſo expreſſed, 
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Ning, and the buſtling Croud, to ennoble their 
Minds, with ſublime Contemplation. Where, they 
bid a temporary Adieu to the tumultuotis World, 
its gay Impertinence; in order to maintain a more 
uninterrupted Communion with that Mighty BE- 
IN G, who ffieteth upon the Circle of the Earth, and 
the Inhabitants thereof are as Graſhoppers before 
HIM. | | | 


Welcome to Theron, was the ſhady Bower ; wel- | 


come the cool Aſpect, and the muſical Flow of the 
Water; but more welcome than all, was the Sight 
of his Friend, Who lay reclined at the Foot of an 
Oak; with a Book half open in his Hand, and his 
Eye fixed upon the Statue. EY „ 
Ther. I know not, Aſpaſio, whether I muſt make 
an Apology, for breaking in upon your Retirement; 
or call You to an Account, for depriving the Ladies 
of your Company at the Tea-table. | 
Aſp. Indeed, Theron, I have been ſo much de- 
lighted with the Place; with the alluring Companion 
in my Hand; and the commanding Object before 


me; 


is much more emphatical, than any /aper/ative Degree, 
uſed by the Greeks or Romans. He continued all Night in 
the Prayer of GOD. 33 
Jai. xl. 22. What a noble Image is here, and what 
an exquiſitely fine ee GOD, the great GOD, 
fitteth on thoſe lofty and immenſe Heavens, which, at 
an inconceivable Diſtance, ſurround this penſile Globe. 
From that moſt ſublime and magnificent Throne, be 
looks down upon the Inhabitants of the Earth. Who 
in all their Pomp and Splendor—amidſt all their admired 
Works, and boaſted. Acquiſitions—are, mean and impotent 
in his Sight. Mean and impotent as the poor Inſe6s, 
which wander over the parched Heath for Suſtenance: 
which ſpend all the Day in idle inſignificant Chirpings 
and, at Night, take up their contemptible Habitation on 
a Blade of Graſs. . | 
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me; that 1 ſcarce obſerved, how the Time ſtole 


away.. I flatter myſelf, if You will take a Seat by 
my Side, and ſhare my Entertainment ; You will 
be more inclined to excuſe, than to AST my 


Fault. 


Ther, Is Tully then (for J obſerve his Name on 
the Volume) your alluring Companion? And can 
ſuch a devoted Admirer of the Bible, be ſo highly 


charmed with a Heathen Claſſic? — St. Auguſtine 


ſomewhere declares, that, though paſfionately fond, 
before his Converſion, of Tulh's Writings ; yet, 
after that memorable Change, He could no longer 


reliſh thoſe once admired Compoſitions ; becauſe + 


they were not ſweetened, as He expreſſes Himſelf, 
with the mellifluous Name of 7E SUS. 

Aſp. J am far from pretending to ſuch an exalted 
Pitch of Devotion, as that ſeraphic Father attained. 
I can ſpend a vacant Minute on the delicate Odes 
of Horace; I can taſte a refined Entertainment in 
Virgil's beautiful Poem; and not. be chagrined, 
though J find no Mention of my SAVIOUR.— 
But when I hear a Sermon, or peruſe a religious T rea- 
tiſe, which borrows neither Dignity nor Charms from 
that amiable and glorious Name, I own myſelf ex- 


tremely diſappointed. Without the Offices, the. 


Merits, - or the Grace of CHRIST, the Sermon 
and the Treatiſe appear as defective, as a Body that 


is neither adorned with the Head, nor enlivened 


with the Heart. | 
Ther, I ſuppoſe then You cultivate an Acquain- 


tance with the Grecian and Roman Authors, in order 


to improve your Taſte, and poliſh your Style. 


ſp. Theſe, and, I am apt to think, more con- 


iderable Advantages, may. be derived from a proper 
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Application to their Works. They may ſerve a; 
ſo many Shades, to ſet off, with heightened Luftre, 
the Beauty and Glory of the ſacred Oracles. 
While I peruſe Plato's ornamented Page, or liſten 
to Cicero's lowing Periods, I am ſomewhat like the 
Perſon, who amuſes Himſelf in a Gallery of painted 
Flowers. He is pleaſed with the curious Creation 
of the Pencil. But, finds none of that delicious Fra- 
grance, none of thoſe breathing Sweets, which. meet 
| Lim in the Garden, and regale his Senſe from the 
blooming Parterre.—$So, here are brilliant Senti- 
ments, and a florid Diction; delicate Touches of 
Wit, and bold Strokes of Deſcription, But, no 
Diſcoveries of CHRIST FESUS—no Diſplays 
of his ineffable Love—no Overtures of Reconcilia- 

tion with the bleſſed GOD. Nothing to yield 

Us ſolid Comfort, in our preſent State; or any 

Joyful Expectations, with regard to the a approach- 
ing Eternity. 

Beſides ; ; when I eonverſe with thoſe celebrated 
Geniuſes of Antiquity, who. were at once the mot 
erroneous, and the moſt judicious—the me/? judicious, 
in their Taſte of polite Literature; the moſt. errontaus, 
in their Apprehenſions of inviſible Things; they 
| ſhew me, what they never intended, the inexpreſſible 
Need of Revelation. They teach me to.ſet a higher 
Value on that ineſtimable Gift. I bleſs the diſtin- 
guiſhing Goodneſs of Providence, which has cal 


_y Lot *, not at Athens, but in r | 


Land. 


i» Alluding to the Story of the Philoſopher, who uſed 


to hleſs the Gods for three Privileges. —That He was 
made, not a Brute, but a rationg] Creature.—That He 
was born, not in &arbarous Climes, but in Greece. —That 


He lived, not in the more ancultivated Ages, but in aa 


Time and under the Tuition of Socrates, 
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Land. I ſay, with Wonder and Gratitude - Why 
did not my Exiſtence commence, in thoſe Aras 
« of religious Dotage ? Why did not my Heritage 
e lie in thoſe Regions of Barbariſm and Deluſion ? 

« Why am not I burning Incenſe to Idols; pay- 
© ing ſenſeleſs. Adoration to ſculptured Stone; or 
| « worſhipping, with deteſtable Ceremonies, a Set 
« of laſcivious, debauched, and ſcandalous * Dei- 
« ties ?” Surely, Theron, from every Peruſal of 
thoſe Volumes, attended with ſuch a Reflection, 
We ſhall ſee the utmoſt Reaſon to magnify the ten- 
der Mercies of our GOD; whereby the Day- ſpring 
from on high hath viſited Us 4, and brought Us out 


. of Darkneſs into the marvelous Light of the 
d Goſpel. | : 4 IE 
Permit me to mention another Benefit, which 
h- may reſult from an occaſional Correſpondence with 
| thoſe maſterly Writers.—The Streams may lead Us 
ed to the inexhauſtible Fountain, Lead Us to admire 
off che only 0% GOD our SAVIOUR, who has 
vs, eiven ſuch a ſhining Vein of Ingenuity to his ra- 
u, tional Creatures. As I read their Works, and am 
ey 5 Ks A: charmed 
_ * This, I think, gives Us the moſt deplorable and 
x horrid Idea of the B/zzaneſs of our fallen Nature. The 
In- | Heathens, even amidſt all the Politeneſs of their Taſte, 


and notwithſtanding their ſuperior Advancement in the 
ine Arts, were Haters of the true GOD, and robbed 
Him of his Honour: nay, what is unſpeakably worſe, 
they paid it to Monſters—Monſters of Lewdneſs and Trea- 
chery, and Vice and Immorality. Egregious, ſottiſh, 
was almoſt incredible Stupidity! To avorſbip thoſe Beings, 
He which deſerved univerſal Ab horrence ! To deify thoſe Cha- 
That ters, which could never be ſufficiently dete/ted ! 


And Devils to adore for Deities ! 
+ Luke i. 78. 
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chafmed with their Beauties, I would frequently 
reflect If the Eſſays of a finite Mind, and the 
„% Compoſitions of a mortal Pen, yield ſuch high 
% Satisfaction; what rapturous, what unknown De- 
5 light muſt ariſe, from an uninterrupted Com- 
& munion with infinite Wiſdom? To ſtand— not 
<« at the Feet of Homer, and attend the Flights of 
«< his elevated Imagination not in the Preſence of 
0 Solomon, and hear the Dictates of his ſagacious 
* Soul * — but, to ſtand in the Courts "of the 
« LORD, and before the Throne of the LAMB. 
« There to contemplate, without any interpoling 
& Veil, the Counſels of his unerring Providence; 
% to have the Myſteries of his redeeming Love, 
c laid fully open to our View; and receive the 
& brighteſt Manifeſtations of all his amiable, his 
<« adorable, his unſpeakble Attributes! 


Ther. Theſe are Advantages, truly defirable, and | 
Methinks, it ſerpriſes me, that 10 


equally obvious. 
ſhould never ſo much as propoſe them; and grieve 


me, that I ſhould ſo long be deprived of them. A 


View to fuch very ſuperior Improvements will, | 


hope, render my future Intercourſe with thoſe fa- 


vourite Authors, ſtill more agreeable, and abun- 
dantly more beneficial. 


Bat let me aſk, what Paſſage was engaging your 


Attention, this Aiterncon ? _ 
Ap. The great Orator's Treatiſe, concernin 4 the 
Nature ef You Divine BEING +. That Part eſpe- 


cially, which proves his Exiſtence and Perfections, 


from the Formation of the human . Thar 


48 e fays the. Che of Sheba to Solomon, are 1% 

Men, and bappy. are re thy Servants, which ta; I con- 

liuua lly before IU ee, aud bear th; Wiſdom. 2 Chron. IX. 7. 
De Natura Deorum. 


The? 
molt a 
as he 


CAU 


| jmitab. 


in tho. 


the [nj 
| had ſc: 


Many 


moſt a 


40. 


more A 


ture? 
Ther 
from tl 
pectati. 
correct, 
out an 


| ora ſm: 


ing; w 
One, o 
ler and 


* As 


| Meanin 


planatio 
Apelle 
in the V 
He uſed 
general 
tain, an 
made. 
ner, exh 
curious | 
taking 


10 Apell 41 


* 


DIALOGUE: M ö 

Ther. Don't You perceive, that the Orator is al- 
moſt as deficient, in the Knowledge of his Subject; 
as he is miſtaken, in his Ideas of the Supreme 
CAUSE ?—The exquiſite Contrivance and in- 
imitable Workmanſhip of the human Frame, were, 
in thoſe early Ages, but dimly diſcerned. It was 
the Infancy of Anatomy : when the very Profeſſors 
had ſcarcely the Qualifications of a modern Pupil. 
Many of the received Notions, were childiſh ; al- 
moſt all of them, ſuperticial. 

Aſp. Will my Theron then entertain me with a 
more accurate Deſcription of this wonderful Struc- 
ture ? 5 | 

Ther. How could You take occaſion, Aſpaſio, 
from the Hint I dropped, to conceive any ſuch Ex- 
pectation? It is one Thing to 4//cover,. another to 
correct, what is amiſs. Many Spectators can point 
out an accidental Defe& in ſome celebrated Statue, 
ora ſmall Indelicacy in ſome valuable Piece of Paint- 
ing; who are abſolutely incapable of retouching the 
One, or ſupplying the Other. Remember the Cob- 
ler and Apelles ®, | | 


Aſp. 


As ſome Perſons will be at loſs to underſtand the 
| Meaning of this Hint, a Word or two by Way of Ex- 
planation, may, to them at leaſt, not be impertinent. 
Aßpelles was the moſt maſterly Painter in Greece, perhaps, 
in the World. After He had finiſhed any noble Work, 
He uſed to expoſe it, in ſome Place of Concourſe, for 
general Examination: Himſelf ſtanding behind a Cur- 
tam, and liſtening to the Remarks, which the Spectators 
made. When one of his fineſt Pieces was, in this Man- 
ner, exhibited to public View, Multitudes flocked to the 
curious Spectacle. Among others, came a Cobler. Who, 
king particular Notice of the Foot, cried out; © Here 
Aßelles has blundered. The Strop is too big for the 
L 3 | Shoe.“ 
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App. I remember the Story, but without relin. 
quithing my Requeſt. No; fince We are fallen 
upon this Point, I cannot, I had almoſt ſaid, I will 
not diſmiſs it, till I am favoured with your Expla- 
nations and Remarks.—Eſpecially, as You have 
made this Branch of Science, a Part of your Amuſe- 
ment; and not without the Advantage of anatsmical 
Diſſections. Whereas, I have very ſeldom applied 
my Thoughts to the former, and never had an Op- 
portunity of being preſent at the latter. 
Let me alſo obſerve, that our very Situation fa- 


vours, or rather ſuggeſts ſuch a Topic of Converſa- 


tion. This deep embowering Shade has drawn a 
Curtain between Us and the World. All the fine 
Proſpects of the Country are excluded. We have 
ſearce any Thing left, but Ourſelves, to contem- 
plate. And. ſhall this be the only Theme We 
neglect ? | 5 
Ther. It is ſomewhat prepoſterous, I muſt confeſs, 
to pry into the Receſſes of Libraries; to ranſack 
the Cabinets of the Virtuoſi; and carry our Search 
through the whole Compaſs of external Nature. 


Vet- 


“ Shoe.“ — Truly, Friend, Thou art right; replied the 
Artiſt. There is a Diſproportion; and it ſhall be cor- 
rected.— The poor Mechanie, tranſported with the Ho- 
nour paid to his Judgment, muſt. needs deliver his Opi- 
nion upon other Parts of the Piture.—Hold, ſays 4pelies, 


with a ſcornful Sneer ; Ne Sutor ultra Crepidam. That is; 


& Cobler, keep to thy Laſt. Here, Thou art a Critic; 
£ eliewhere, an Ideot,” 

The Sarcaſm paſſed into a Proverb; and is very juſtly 
applied, When human Reaſon would brow-beat divine 


Revelation—When the moral Senſe would ſupplant the. 


Grace of CHRIST—When the Righteouſneſs of Works 
would, in the important Article of Juſtification, ſhats 


wit: or ſet aſide the Rig hreonſagſi which is by Faith. 
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vet overlook the far more ſurpriſing Curioſities, 
which abound in the Compoſition of our own Bo- 


dies. The Rarities, the Myſteries, the Miracles, 


inlaid or locked up in theſe Cabinets of Fleſh and 
Blood. 

Since you inſiſt upon it, my Obſervations, crude 
and extemporaneous as they are, ſhall ſubmit them- 
ſelves to your Judgment. Provided, You will be 
content to receive, only a few of the Outlines, and 
nothing like a finiſbed Draught. 

Ap. Let me juſt hint, that the more circumſtan- 
tial your Account is, ſo much the more welcome 
will it be to your Friend, and ſo much the more ho- 
nourable to our common CREATOR. Let me 
alſo remind Vou of Galen's Declaration: which, as 
it is judicious and important, will, I hope, induce 


You to enlarge your Plan, and give full Scope to 
your Imagination. —** Thoſe TFreatiſes, which diſ- 


« play the tranſcendent Excellencies of the great 
« CREATOR, compoſe one of the nobleſt and 
moſt acceptable Hymns. To acquaint Ourſelves 
« with his ſublime Perfections; and point out to 
« Others his infinite Power, his unerring Wiſdom, 
„his boundleſs Benignity; this is, according to 


% my Opinion, a more ſubſlantial Act of Devotion, 
than to flay Hecatombs of Victims at his Altar, 


or kindle Mountains of Spices into Incenſe *.“ — 


Theron, after pauſing : a few uns; thus reſumed 
the Diſcourſe. 


Ther. When 1 Maſter- builder undertakes to f 


erect a magnificent Edifice, He begins with the leſs 
ecorated, but more ſubſtantial Parts. Thoſe which 


L 4 are 


* Gal, 4 Uſe Port. Lib. III. 
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are to ſupport, or thoſe which are to contain the 
reſt. . This Order, if You pleaſe, We will follow, 
in conſidering “ the earthly Houſe of our Ta- 
© bernacle *. mn 

Firſt, You have a Syſtem of Bones; caſt into a 
Variety of Moulds; enlarged or contracted into a 
Variety of Sizes. Al; firong, that they may com- 
modiouſly bear up the Machine; yet light, that 
they may not encumber or clog the Animal. Some 
continuous, and ſolid throughout. Some bored with 
an internal Cavity, to contain the moiſtening Mar- 
row; and perforated with exceedingly fine Ducts, to 
admit the nouriſhing Veſſels.—Inſenſible themſelves, 
they are covered with a Membrane + of exquiſite Sen- 
ſibility. Which warns them of the Approach, and 
ſecures them from-the Annoyance, of any injurious 


Friction. At the ſame Time, it preſerves the ad- 


joining muſcular Parts, from being fretted in their 
Action, by the hard and rough Subſtance of the 
Bones. — Their Figures are always moſt preciſely 
fitted to their Uſes. They are generally larger at 
the Extremities, than in the Middle; that they may 

„ | . 


* 2 Cor. v. 1. St. Paul very pertinently compares the 
bodily Structure to a Heute. And adds, in that Strain 
of godly Edifying, which runs through all his Writings, 
our earthly and tent-like Habitation, emiſeiog amr TE (amvegs 
Referring to its mean Original, as it was formed out of 
the Duſt; and to its Hort Continuance, as it muſt ſoon 


return to Duſt again. Being, though commodious as 4 


Houſe, yet tranſitory as a Tent : not like the everlaſting 
Mountains, which ſtand fixed and rooted to the Center; 
but like thoſe portable Tenements, which are ſet up in the 
Evening, are taken down in the Morning, and then their 


Place is known no more. The Word Booth, would give 


a more clear and exact Idea to the Ezgliſb Reader, than 
Labernacle. e 1 


+ The Periofteum. 
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be jojned more firmly, and not ſo eaſily diſlocated. 


— The Manner of their Articulation is truly admi- 
rable *, and remarkably various: yet never varied, 


without demonſtrating ſome wiſe Deſign, and an- 


ſwering ſome valuable End. Frequently, when two 
are united, the one is nicely rounded, and capped 
with a ſmooth Subſtance; the other is ſcooped into 


2 Hollow of the ſame Dimenſions, to receive the 


poliſhed Knob; and both are Jubricated with an 
unctuous Fluid, to yield the readieſt Rotation in the 
Socket. 

The Feet compoſe the firmeſt and neateſt Pede- 
tal : infinitely beyond all that Statuary or Archi- 


tecture can accompliſh; capable of altering its Form, 
and extending its Size, as different Circumſtances 


require. Beſides performing the Office of a Pede- 
ſta}, they contain a Set of the niceſt Springs; which 
place the Body in a Variety of graceful Attitudes, 
and qualiiy it for a Multiplicity of advantageous 


Motions. For the decent Step, and the ſtately 


Stride; the Dance which ſwims, and the Race We 
run. The undermoſt Part of the Heel, and the Ex- 
tremity of the Sole, are ſhod with a tough, inſen- 


ſible, finewy Subſtance. This We may call, a 
Kind of natural Sandal. It never wears out; never 


wants Repair; and always prevents that undue Com- 
preſſion of the Veſſels, which the Weight of the 
Body, in walking or ſtanding, might otherwife oc- 
cafion.—The Legs and Thighs, are like ſubſtantial 


and ſtately Columns + ; articulated in ſuch a AMan- 


ner, 


* Mirabiles Cemmiſaras latent. ö 
+ Styled therefore by the ſacred Philoſopher, 77e 


frong Men, Eccleſ. xii, 3. And compared, by the ſawe 
4 | beautiful 
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ner, that they adminiſter moſt commodioully to the 
Act of Walking, yet obſtruct not the eaſy Poſture 
of Sitting. The Legs ſwell out, towards the Top, 
with a gentec! Projection; and are wrought off, to- 
wards the Bottom, with neat Diminutions. Which 
Variation leſſens their Bulk, at the ſame Time that 
it increaſes their Beauty. | 

The Ribs, turned into a regular Arch, are gently 
moveable, for the Act of Reſpiration. They form 
a ſecure Lodgment for the Lungs and the Heart: 
which, being ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed and 
important Organs of Life, have their Reſidence for- 
tified by this ſtrong ſemicircular Rarapart *.—The 


| Backbone is intended, not only to ſtrengthen the 


Body, and ſuitain its moſt capacious Store-rooms; 
but alſo to bring down that Communication of the 
Brain, which is uſually termed the ſp:nal Marra. 
As an open Channel, it conveys, as a well-cloſed 


Caſe, 


beautiful Writer, to Pillars of Marble, Cant v. 15.—As 
theſe are the ſtrongeſt Parts of the Body, and the Support 
of all the other, hence, I preſume, aroſe that proverbial 
Expreſſion, which occurs in the Hiſtory of Samſeon, 
Try pw Judg. xv. 8. Rendered by the Septuagint, 
not very exactly, xyiuαινπνο ETT6 Hopes; by Our Engliſh Tranſ- 
lators, rather too vulgarly, as well as ſomewhat inaccu- 
rately, Hip and Thigh. I believe, the Word dw fignt- 


fies Here, as it certainly ſignifies in many other Places, 


what the Latins call Arius. And that the Image istaken 
from ſome robuſt and fierce Animal, whoſe Shoulders be- 
fore, and whoſe Thighs behind, are broken in Pieces. 
Then, what Miſchief can He do? What Reſiſtance can 
He make? He is utterly diſabled. So that the Expreſ- 
fion ſeems to denote (and might perhaps, without Vio- 
lence to the Original, be tranſlated) A total Owerthrow. 
bon haſt fenced me, ſecured my inward and vital 


Parts, awith Bones and Sinewvs, Job x. 11;—Crates Peftorirs 


is Virgil's Expreſſion. 


Caſe, 


comme 
ſure in 
ſtrait, 
ral Pu 


inflexi 


cution 


his Ex 
mort! 


| Cartilz 
Diſloc 


Frame 
the Fi. 
of con 
withou 
fills its 


| Fluid, 


| ſervoir 


ceſſary 
matior 
muſt h 
cies, - 
for W. 
creatin 

The 
propor 
the Str 
ing thi 


which 


* 
ſeribes 
on Ace 
Colour. 

7. 
Araton 
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Caſe, it guards this vital Silver &; and, by ſeveral 
commodious Outlets, tranſmits the animating Trea- 
ſure into all the inferior Parts. Was it only large, 
ſtrait, and hollow, it might have ſerved theſe ſeve- 
ral Purpoſes. But then the Loins muſt have been 
inflexible, and every Man impaled (not by the Exe- 
cutioner, but by Nature) on a Stake co-eval with 
his Exiſtence. To avoid which, it conſiſts of very 
ſhort Bones, cloſely knit together by intervening 


| Cartilages. This Peculiarity of Structure prevents 
Diſlocation; and gives the main Pillar of our 


Frame the Pliancy of an Oſier, even while it retains 
the Firmneſs of an 1 Oak.—By this Means, it is a Kind 
of continued Joint; capable of various Inflections, 


without bruiſing the ſoft medullary Subſtance, which 
| fills its Cavity; without intercepting the nervous 


Fluid, which is to be detached from this grand Re- 
ſervoir; or diminiſhing that Strength, which is ne- 
ceſſary to ſupport all the upper Stories. A For- 
mation ſo very peculiar in any other of the Solids, 
muſt have been attended with great Inconvenien- 
cies. - Here, it is unſpeakably ſerviceable. Is, both 


for Workmanſhip and Situation, a Maſter- piece of 


creating Skill, never enough to be admired. 
The Arms, pendent on either Side, are exactly 


proportioned to each other; that the Equilibrium of f 


the Structure may not be diſconcerted: Theſe, be- 
ing the Guards which defend 4, and the Miniſters 


which ſerve the whole Body, are fitted for tlie moſt _ 
diver- 
* This 4 is ſuppoſed to be the Part, which Solomon de- | 


ſcribes by The ſilver Cord: and is indeed like a Cord, 


on AE of its Shape; - like Silver, on Account of its 


Colour. Eccleſ. xii. 6. 


+ Called, in Solomon's figurative but ele x Gor Sketch of 


An atomy, The Keepers of the —_ Ecclef, xii. 3. 
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fible *. Which, notwithſtanding the Delicacy of 
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diver ified and extenſive Operations. Firm with 


Bone, yet not weighty with Fleſh ; and capable of 


performing, with ſingular Expedition and Eaſe, all 
Manner of uſeful Motions. They bend inwards, and 


turn outwards, they riſe upwards, and ſtoop down- 
wards; they wheel about, and throw themſelves into 


whatever Direction We pleaſe. To theſe are annexed 
the Hands; and all terminated by the Fingers. Which 
are, not like the Arms, of the ſame Length, and 
of an equal Bigneſs; but in both Reſpects different. 
Which gives them a more graceſul Appearance, and 
a much greater Degree of Uſefulneſs. Were they 
all Fleſh, they would be comparatively impotent: 
were they one entire Bone, they would be wtterh 
inflexible. But conſiſting of various little Bones, 
and a Multitude of Muſcles, what Shape can they 
not aſſume? What Service can they not perform?— 
Being placed at the End of the Arm, the Sphere of 


their Action is exceedingly enlarged. This advanta- 
geous Situation realizes the Fable of Briareus; and 


renders a Pair of Hands, as ſerviceable as an Hun- 
dred.—The Extremities of the Fingers, are an Aſ- 
ſemblage of tendonous Fibres, moſt acutely ſen- 

their 


80 very acute is the Senſibility of theſe Parts, that, 


I am informed, it furniſhes the Tribunal of Inquiſition, with 


one of the moſt refined Expedients in the At of Torture, 


Aſtrong Quill, ſharpened by the Pen-knife, and dipped | 


in ſome inflammable Liquor, is thruſt deep between the 
Nail and the Finger. When the Quill has cut its Way 
through the ſhivering Nerves; and ſtands planted, like a 
Dagger, amidſt the guſhing Blood; ſome barbarous Hand 


ſets Fire to the Extremity. The keen Point, the flow. 
Flame, and both in the Seat of the moſt lively Senſa- 


tion, Put the miſerable Sufferer to the mof? excrucia''n; 
Pain, | ; | 
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W their Texture, are deſtined to almoſt inceſſant Em- 
Y ploy, and frequently exerciſed among rugged *Ob- 
jects. For this Reaſon, they are overlaid with the 
W Nails, a Sort of horny Expanſion : which, like a 
Perule, hinders the Fleſh from being ungracefully 
| flattened ; and, like a Sheath *, preſerves the ten- 
der Parts from injurious Impreſſions. | 
In the Miniſtry of the Hands, and Activity of the 
W Fingers, We poſleſs a Caſe of the fing Inſtruments, 
| ora Collection of the nobleſt Utenſils. Qualifying Us. 
for the Execution of every Work, which the project- 
ing Genius can deviſe, or the laviſh Fancy crave. — 
To theſe We are obliged for the beautiful Statues, 
which have often entertained our Eyes, in yonder 
ſolitary Walks; and even for that melodious Trum- 
pet, which now addreſles our Ears, from the Summer- 
houſe on the Fiſh-pond. — Theſe raiſe the lofty Co- 
lumn, and turn the ſpacious Arch. Theſe ſwell the 
majeſtic Dome, and adjuſt the commodious Apart- 
ment. Architecture, with all her ſtriking Beauties, 
and all her rich Benefits, are the Creation of the 
human Hand. Vielding to the Strengthof the Hand, 
the talleſt Firs fall to the Ground, and the #4 
| Oaks deſcend from the Mountains. Faſhioned by 
| the Dexterity of the Hand, they accommodate the 
dailor with a floating Warehouſe ; and circulate, from 
| Britain to Japan, the Productions of Nature, and 
the Improvements of Art.—Obedient to the human 
Hand, Metals afcend from their ſubterraneous Beds ; 
and compoſe the moſt ſubſtantial Parts of that ca- 
rious Machine +, which tranſmits far and near, to 
the Monarch's Palace, and to the Peaſant's Hut, 
, 
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5 Digitis Munimina, + The Printing-preſs, 
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174 DIALO „ 
ſuch Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, as the 
Gold and Cryſtal cannot equal ?. 
Among the Egyptians, the Hand was the Symbel 
of Strength: among the Romans, it was an Emblem 
of Fidelity: and I think, it may, among all Na. 
tions, be looked upon as the Enſign of Authority. It 


is the original and the univerſal Sceptre ; that which 
not only repreſents, but aſeertains our Dominion, 


over all the Elements, and over every Creature.— 

Though Providence has not given Us the Strength 

of the Horſe, tae Swiftnefs of the Greyhound 4, or 

| | 5 „ "0 
8 | 25 % 

+ TI once heard a Gentleman, famous for his philoſo- 

—.— Abilities, cenſure the Formation of the human 


dy; becauſe it is not ſo commodiouſly fitted for Sawifi- 


neſs, as the Bodies of ſome other Animals. But I think 
this Objector's Sagacity, notwithſtanding his great Re- 
putation, was no more to be admired than his Modeſty. 

His Medefty, it is certain, was none of the moſt emi- 
nent. Becauſe, it preſumed to diſpute the Propriety, 
or rather to deny the Truth of that grand Encomium, 
which OMn1SCIENCE itſelf pronounced on the Works 
of Creation; Behold! they are good; all good; all ven 


od. Neither was his Sagacity the moſt extraordinary. 


cauſe, it found Fault with a magnificent Monarch, for 
not breeding up the young Prince to the Buſineſs of a 
Running-footman. Shall the royal Heir be ſet to per- 
form this Drudgery of the Heels ? Shall He not rather 
command and enjoy the Performance of it from his 
Vaſſals? | 


This Odjection is no leſs „ale, than ſour, It was 


made in St. Chryſaſtom's Time, and is very judicioully 
anſwered by his Pen. The learned Reader, I hope, will 
not be diſpleaſed, to peruſe the Paſſage in the Original; 
and the Unlearned, I promiſe myſelf, will allow me the 
Honour of being his Interpreter. 

T. dundie u Prom Twy wnoſwy eriv © av0pwrog, nas gon 1 
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tee ſagacious Scent of the Spaniel; yet, directed by 

W the Underſtanding, and enabled by the Hand, We 
| | Se Can 
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h | If Man ts, as yeur religious Folks pretend, Lord of the 
* irrational Creation; haw comes it to paſs, that many Ani- 
| mals exceed Him in Vigour, in Speed, and other bodily En- 
| dewments ? The Horſe is fevifter, and the Ox more rabuſt; 

the Eagle ſoars to greater Heights, and the Lion poſſeſſes ſuperiour 

0- Strength. — How ſhall We reply to ſuch Cawils? We will 
at more than confute them. They ſhall ſerve as an Argument, 
f- to prove the unſearchable Wiſdom of the CREATOR; and 
nk as a Topic, to diſplay the honourable Regard, which He hath 
e- ſhewn to Mankind. We allow, that the Horſe is fwifter 
7 than his Maſter. Yet, with all his Swiftneſs, He is not able 
ni- to take ſuch long Journies, or to perform them Jo expediticuſly. 
ty, | 4 Horſe, be He the fleeteſt and ſtrongeſt of the Kind, will 
in, | hardly hold out, to go fourſcore Miles in à Day. Whereas 
ks Man, by taking ſeveral Changes of Horſes for his Saddle, or 
yery ſeveral Sets of Horſes for his Chaiſe, will travel, in the {ame 
1 Time, a greater Number of Miles. Therefore, what the di- 
* gorous Sinew and the nimble Foot are to the Horſe; that, and 
1K 


| abundantly more, the contriving Head and the executing Hand 
er- ere to Man. 


ther | Let me add the eloquent Preacher's Expoſtulation. 
his Which is pertinent and ſpirited; and not the worſe, for 


a Spice of aubolęſome Invective; mingled with a Spark of 


was * decent Indignation. Oray e o drang, o amo z wn oilog wig 
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can ſubject them to our Will ; turn them fo our 


Advantage; and, in this Senſe, make them all o- 
awn.—Theſe Hands (ſurpriſing to relate !) theſe 
Hands have found out a Way, whereby they 


can dive to the Bottom of the Ocean; can penetrate 


the Bowels of the Earth; and reach from Shore to 
Shore. "Theſe feeble Hands can manage the Wings 
of the Wind; can arm themſelves with the Rage 
of the Fire; and preſs into their Service the forcible 
Impetuoſity of the Waters. — How eminent is 
the Dignity ! How extenſive the Agency of the 
Hand! It would require more Eloquence, than 
your Orator poſſeſſed, to diſplay the former; and 
more Pages, than your Book contains, to deſcribe 
the latter.— How greatly then are We indebted to 


our indulgent CREATOR, for accommodating 
Us with this moſt uſeful, this moſt diſtinguiſhing, 


this invaluable Member Kt 
Above all, is the Head; a majeſtic Dome, ele- 
vated on the Neck, and deſigned for the Reſidence 
of the Brain. It is framed in exact Conformity to 
this important Purpoſe; ample, to receive; ſtrong, 


to uphold; and firm, to defend, what is the Origin 


of all our Senſe and all our Motion. — As the Head 
reſembles the General's Tent in an Army, or the 


Monarch's Palace in a City; it has a Communica- 


tion eſtabliſned with all, even the moſt inferior and 
remote, Parts of the Syſtem! It has Outlets and 


Avenues, for the ready Diſpatch of Couriers te all 
Pe 121 $ > „ 6 Quar- 5 
Galen, if I remember aright, allowed Epicarus an hun- 


dred Years, to find out a more commodious Shape, Situa- 
tion, or Texture, for any one Part of the human Body. 


And believe, if all the Angels in Heaven had ſtudie“ 


to this Day, they could not have given a fairer or 3 
more correct Edition of this living Volume. 


fended 


copious 


| the par 


mantlir 
der $ 2 
cate, tl 


know h 
it no y 
the We 

Vor. 


* 4b 
his 1020 
Church, 
Is diſpla) 
Flack of ( 
dent Att 
agreeably 


= tor's Eye 
Montanus, 
m a Cirer 
ſitiom of t 
tract; ar 
accurate 


Froſpect: 


— 


DIALO GVU E XII. 277 
Quarters ; and for the Reception of ſpeedy Intelli- 


gence, on every intereſting Occaſion. It is fur- 
* niſhed with Lodgments, wherein to poſt Centinels 
5 of various Characters, and appointed for various 
te Offices. — To expedite their Operations, whether 
0 they are employed in reconnoitring what paſſes 
9 without, or examining what claims Admittance 
ge bin; the whole turns upon a curious Pivot, moſt 
4 nicely contrived, to afford the largeſt and freeſt 
1 Circumvolutions. ny 7 | 
he This ſtately Capital, is ſcreened from Heat; de- 
_ fended from Cold; and very much beautified, by a 
nd copious Growth of Hair. Which flows down from 
be che parted Forelock in decent Curls; and hangs, 
| to mantling on the Checks, cluſtering on the Shoul- 
ing ders—A Decoration *, incomparably more deli- 
ng; cate, than any or all the Orders of Architecture 
| know how to compoſe ; and ſo perfectly light, that 
le- it no way encumbers, nor any way incommodes 
nee the Wearer. 1 e ee 
7 to Vol. II. 1 While 
oh gh Abſalon's Hair was reckoned a diſtinguiſhing Part of 
Teal of OY 2 Sam. xiv. 26.— The Amiableneſs of the 
in the exemplary Converſation of true Believers, 
the is diſplayed by the ſame Ornament. Thy Hair is as @ 
ca- Flat of Goars, that are ſeen afar off, and appear in a pen- 
= dent Attitude From the Summit of Mount Gilead ; moſt 
i agreeably adorning the Place, and detaining the Specta- 


tor's Eye. Cant. iv. 1. I prefer the Expoſition of Arias 
Montanus, WPI quæ pendent, quæ prominent. As it takes 


war- na Circumſtance, which correſponds with the penile Po- 
iom of the Hair; renders the Compariſon more F and 
Hut: erat; and is, according to the Obſervation of a moſt 
"e” Xurate Judge, one of the chief Remarkables in ſuch a 
zody- P Wipe | | . 8 ä 

1die] | ” Ws © 

or 3 Non ego vor poſthac, wiridi projectus in Autro, 
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158 DIALOGUE XII. 
While many Animals ereep on the Ground: 
-while all of them are prone in their Poſture, or 
their Aſpect: the Attitude of Man is ere& *,— 
Which is by far the moſt graceful ; has an Air of 
| Dignity, and beſpeaks Superiority, and is ſuited t 
the Poſt of Command. It is by far the moſt an- 
modious; enables Us to ſurvey the Univerſe, and 
_ contemplate the Heavens; fits Us for the Profics 
tion of every grand Scheme, and facilitates the 
Succeſs of all our extenſive Deſigns.—It is likewiſe 
attended with the greateſt Safety; being, if not les 
than any other Poſition expoſed to Dangers, jet 
more happily contrived to repel or avoid them. 
Aſp. May it not likewiſe remind Us of our ex- 
alted Original, and our ſublime End? Our Org: 
nal, which was the Breath of the ALMIGHTY, 
and the Spirit of the MOST HIGH. Our Bu, 
which is not, the Soil We tread on, or any of its 
low Productions, but the Heaven of _— and 
the Things that are above. n 


But not to 0 from our Subject which, in 

my Friend's Manner of handling it, is as entertain- 
ing as it is inſtructive.— The Bones (to carry an 
| your own Alluſion) are only the Rafters, the Beam, 
the Shell of the living Edifice. You have raiſed the 
Walls, and laid the Floors. You have made tht 
proper Diviſions, and left the neceſſary Aperture 
But, in every finiſhed Houſe, the Roof is covert) 
and the Rooms are wainfcoted. The Saſhes at 


hung, and the Doors: turn upon their Hinges. Ti 
Grate 


- E 40 of * i Shape, ere and tall, 
Godlike ere ! With native Honour clag, 
In naked Majeſty, Seem'd Lords of all. 
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| Grates are fixed, and the Stairs aſcend. Mithin, 
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the Lodgings are furniſhed ; without, the Front is 


ornamented. All is rendered commodious for do- 


meſtic Uſe, and graceful to the external View. 
Ther. This likewiſe is executed by the ſovereign, 
the Divine ART IFICER *.—Here are Liga- 
ments; a tough and ftrong Arrangement of Fibres ; 
to unite the ſeveral Limbs ; and render, what would 


otherwiſe be a disjointed unwieldy Jumble, a well- 


compacted and ſelf-manageable Syſtem, — Mem- 


| branes; or-thin and flexile Tunicles ; appointed to 


enwrap the fleſhy Parts; to form a Connection 
between ſome, and make a Separation between. 

Arteries, the Rivers of our little World tf, or the 
Aqueducts of the organized Metropolis. Some of 
which aſcend to the Head : others ſpread themſelves 
over the Shoulders: ſomeextend to the Arms: ſome 


deſcend to the Feet: and ſtriking out, as they go, 


into numberleſs ſmaller Canals, viſit the Streets, the 
Alleys, and every individual Apartment of the vital 
City.—Theſe, being wide at their Origin, and lef- 
ſening as they branch themſelves, check the rapid 
Impetus of the Blood. To ſuſtain this Shock, they 
are endued with uncommon Strength: by perform- 


M 2 5 ing 


O apgdeym; GEO. a” 

+ The Inteſtines are faftened to each other by the 
Meſentery. The Breaſt is divided into two Cavities by 
the Mediaſtinum. Both which are reckoned among the 
Membranes. i OY ge 3 
t A human Body was called by the Antients, The 
Microcoſm 5 that is, The World in Miniature. An 
Abridgmant or Epitome, of all that is convenient and 


uſeful, of all that is elegant and majeſtic, in the whole 


Syſtem of created Things. 
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180 DIALOGUE XII. 
Ang this Service, they oblige the crimſon Current 
to paſs into the narrotuęſt Defiles, and diſtribute itſelf 


into all Quarters.— The Blood, thrown. from the 
Heart, dilates the Arteries, and their own elaſtic 


Force contracts them. By which Means, they vi- 


brate, in proper Places, very perceivably againſt 
the Finger; bring Advices of the utmoſt Impor- 
tance to the Phyſician ; and very much aſſiſt Him, 
both in diſcovering the Nature of Diſeaſes, and 
preſcribing for their reſpective Cures.— The larger 
\ Arteries, where-ever the Body is formed for Incur- 
| vation, are fituate on the bending Side: leſt, being 
ſtretched to an improper Length by the Inflection, 
their Dimenſions ſhould be leſſened, and the circu- 
lating Fluid, retarded. —They are not, like ſeveral 
of the conſiderable Veins, laid ſo near the Surface, 
as to be protruſive of the Skin ; but are depoſited to 
a proper Depth in the Fleſh. And, generally ſpeak- 
ing, the larger their Size, the deeper is their Situa- 
tion. Which renders them more ſecure from ex- 
ternal Accidents; and enables them, like a main 
Pipe lodged in the Center of a Street, to tranſmit 
their ſmaller Ducts, more eaſily and more ſpeedily, 
to the Extremity of their ſeveral Spheres. Thu 
Situation conceals likewiſe thoſe Starts and Rel- 
litions of the Pulſe, which, if apparent, would 
diſcompoſe the moſt ſedate, and disfigure the moſt 
comely Countenance. Could We caſt our Eye 
upon the River, which runs through the neigb- 
bouring Meadow, We might obſerve ſeveral Mills 
interſecting the Stream. The Waters at thoſe 
Places, if not entirely topped, drain away very 
| lowly. In Conſequence of this Obſtruction, the 


lower Channels W be ſunk * and the "On 
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Ones ſwelled into a Flood. To obviate both theſe 
Inconveniencies, Low-/hots are provided: which, 
carrying off the Surcharge, prevent a Glut above, 
and ſupply the Banks below. In thoſe Parts of the 


| Body, which are moſt liable to Preſſure, much the 


fame Expedient takes place. The Arteries no/- 
culate; or, breaking into a new Track, they fetch 
alittle Circuit, in order to return and communicate 
again with the main Road. So that, if any Ob- 


ſtacle blocks up or ſtraitens the direct Paſſage; the 


Current, by diverting to this new Channel, eludes 
the Impediment ; maintains an uninterrupted Flow; 


and ſoon regains its wonted Courſe. 


Veins are appointed to receive the Blood from the 
Arteries, and reconvey it to the Heart.—Small at 
their Riſe, and enlarging as they advance, they are 
void of any Pulſation. In theſe, the Preſſure of the 
circulating Fluid, is not near ſo forcible as in the 
aterial Tubes: for which Reaſon, their Texture 
is conſiderably lighter. Such an exact Occonomi/t 


s Nature, even amidſt all her Liberality * In 


many of theſe Canals, the Current, though widen- 
ng continually, and acquiring a proportionable In- 
creaſe of Gravity, is obliged to puſh its Way againſt 
the Perpendicular. - By which Circumſtance, it is 
txpoſed to the Hazard of falling back, and over- 
loading the Veſſels ; if not of ſuppreſſing the animal 
Motion. For a Security againſt this Danger, Values 


Wii ae interpoſed at proper Diſtances. Which are no 
llindrance to the regular Paſſage, but prevent the 
een e 


ven Song, | ja Reflux * 

n, we A parallel Inflance of Frugality is obſervable in the 
uppel rteries. Whoſe Coats are ſpun thinner, as the Diame- 
Ons 


er of the Veſſels becomes ſnaller, and the Preſſure of 
e lood Weaker. 1 2 | 
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Reflux; ſuſtain the augmented Weight; and facili. ans 
tate a Progreſs to the grand Receptacle. This aux- The 
iliary Contrivance comes in, where the Blood is like t 
conſtrained to climb; but is diſmiſſed where the bling 
ſeep Aſcent ceaſes, and ſuch a Precaution would Partit 
be needleſs. Cont 
Here are Glands, whoſe Office it is, to filtrate the inſert 
paſſing Fluid. Each of theſe Glands is an Aſſem- | cuts 
blage of Veſſels, complicated and intervolved, with as th 
ſeeming Confuſion, but with perfect Regularity. deriy c 
As ſome Kind of Sieves tranſmit the Duſt, and re- quifit 
tain the Corn ; others bolt out the Meal, and hold Muſc 
back the Bran; ſo, ſome of theſe glandulous Strain- 6 5 
ers draw off the fineſt, others the groſſeſt Parts of = | 
the Blood. Some, like the Diſtillers Alembie, 1 05 
ſublimate * others, like the common Sewers, d- ba 3 
Færcate +. Each forms a Secretion, far more Cu- es 
rious than the moſt admired Operations of Chemi- be II 
try; while all are neceſſary for the Support of Life, 2010 , 
or conducive to the Comfort of the Animal.— — | 
Muſcles, wove in Nature's niceſt Loom ; compoſed It ; 
of the ſlendereſt Fibres, yet endued with incredible of te 
Strength; faſhioned after a Variety of Patterns, Fs 
but all in the higheſt Taſte for Elegance, Conve- a 
nieney, and . — Theſe, with their Tendom ; 
Os 2 annexed, 
a 17 


» The glandulous Subſtance of the Brain which ſe e 
cretes the animal Spirits. | the gy 
+ The Liver and Kidneys. The former of which ſe 


parates the Gall. The 48 drains off a Fluid, which, ike a 
being ſufficiently known, need not be named. I cou hive 


wiſh, it had not been fo explicitly and coarſely men. lat 
tioned, in our Tranſlation of the beſt of Books. But * 
that We had rendered the Original in 1 Kings xiv. lo. 
Exery Male; in Hai. xxxvi. 12. Eat and gin their pun 
: xc. ments. | 
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annexed, conſtitute the Inſtruments of Motion. 


The former, contracting their Subſtance, operate 
like the Pulley in Mechanics. The latter, reſem- 


bling the Cord, are faſtened to a Bone, or ſome 


partition of Fleſh : and, following the muſcular 
Contraction, aCtuate the Part into which they are 
inſerted. This, and all their Functions they exe- 


cute, not like a ſluggiſh Beaſt of Burden, but quick 


as the Lightning. Nerves, very minute Tubes; 
derived from the Brain, and permeated by an ex- 


quiſitely fubtle Fluid. Which, gliding into the 


Muſcles, ſets them on work ; diffuſes the Power 


of Senſation through the Body; or, returning upon 


any Impreſſion from without, gives all needful In- 
telligence to the Soul. —Veſicles, diſtended with an 
unctuous Matter; in ſome Places, compoſe a ſoft 
Cuſhion * for Nature; in other Places, they fill 
up her Vacuities, and ſmooth her Inequalities. In- 


wardly, they ſupple the ſeveral Movements of the 
active Machine. Outwardly, they render its Appear- 


ance plump, well proportioned, and graceful, 

It is ſaid of the virtuous Woman ; She is not afraid 
of the Snow for her Houſpold; for all her Houſpold are 
cothed with Scarlet +; or, as We read in the Mar- 


gin, with double Garments f. Whether the admitted 


OT 


The Calf of the Leg, for Inſtance. Whoſe large Col- 


lection of Muſcles, intermingled with Fat, is of fingular 
dervice to thoſe important Bones. It flanks and fortifies 
them, like a frong Baſtion. It ſupports and cheriſhes them, 
like a % Pillow, What is no leſs pleaſing to obſerve, it 


accommodates and defends them on that very Side, where 


leaſt capable of being guarded by the Eye. 
+ Prov. xxxi. 21. 


they moſt frequently reſt their Weight, and where they are 


I See Ger, Vi. 19, 20. Where the Word H - occurs 
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or the ejected Tranſlation is beſt, I am not a com- 


petent Judge. But that the ever - bountiful G OD 


has, in this moſt warm, comfortable, and ſecure 
Manner, clothed our vital Parts, is an undoubted 


Fact. One of the two Garments, the Fleſb, has 


already been, examined. Another, the Sin *, is 


ſtill to be conſidered. R is a Kind of Surtout, | 


exactly fitted, and ſuperinduced over the Whole. 
Like our LOR D's Veſture, it is without Seam, 
From the Top throughout. 


whoſe Threads are ꝓ multiplied, even to a Prodigy. 
— The Meſhes ſo minute, that nothing paſſes them, 
| which 


in this Signification. Which may, in the Place quoted 


above, not W be rendered, auß Pairs or wwith 


two Suits. 

* There are-two Coats: ok Skin on the human Fleſh. 
Though T heron ſeems to take Notice of one only; or 
elſe to compriſe them both in one Repreſentation. The 

coutermoſt is ſtyled Cuficula, or the Scarfeftin. The in- 
nermoſt, called Calis, is the true and proper Skin. The 
Arſt is that ſoft whitiſh Te gument, which riſes in the 
Puſtule of a Bliſter. The 3 is that reddiſh and very 
tender Part, which appears, when the Bliſter is broke, 


and the dead Skin taken off. The former is totally void 
of Senſe; and very happily provided to ſereen the latter. 


Screen it not only from the Stroke of Injuries, but even 
from the Impreſſions of the Air. Which, mild as it 


may feel to the — would be too rough and ſharp 


for the zaked Nerves. - 

There ſeems to be an Alluſion to this Particular, in 
that remarkable. Expreſſion, Skin for Shin, Wy . 
Job ii. 4. Shin "even unto Shin; the very inmoſt Skin, 
which cannot be taken away, without the greateſt Loſs, 
and ſevereſt Pain. Vet, even this Los a Man would ſuf- 


fer, this Pain He would earn in order to 85 pre · 


cious Life. 
+ The Pores of ths Cuticula, 3 
5 The nervous 8 Fibres, and other Veſt of the 3 


It conſiſts of the moſt de- 
licate Net-work ; whoſe Meſhes. 4 are minute, and 
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vnich is diſcernable by the Eye; though they diſ- 
charge, every Moment, Myriads and Myriads of ſu- 


perfluous Incumbrances from the Body. The Steam, 
ariſing from the warm Buſineſs tranſacted within, is 
carried off by theſe real, though imperceptible Fun- 
nels L. This Evacuation conſtitutes, what We 
uſually call, inſenſible Perſpiration.— The Threads 
ſo multiplied, that neither the Point of the ſmalleſt 
Needle, nor the incomparably nicer Spear of a Gnat, 
nor even the inviſible Lancet of a Flea, can pierce 
any ſingle Part, without cauſing an uneaſy Senſa- 
tion and a Suffuſion of Blood: conſequently, wich- 


i 


out wounding, even by ſo ſmall a Puncture, both 


2 Nerve and a Vein 4. 
The Veins, either pervading, or lying parallel 
with, this fine tranſparent Coat, beautify the human 
Structure; thoſe Parts eſpecially, which are moſt 
conſpicuous, and intended for public View. The 
pliant Wriſt, and the taper Arm, they variegate 
with an Inlay of living Sapphire. They ſpread 

E | | Ver- 


Theſe are ſomewhere prettily ſtyled, cutaneus Chim- 
ms; and no Wonder they are imperceptible, if, as Mr. 
Lewenhoeck affirms, a ſingle Grain of Sand will cover no 
leſs than 125, ooo. . 1 „ 
+ A Blood-wefel at leaſt. Compared with theſe Ve: 

ſels, the fine filmy Threads, which, on ſome bright au- 
tumnal Morning, float in the Air, or hang on the Stub- 
ble, muſt be large as a Bell- rope, or bulky as a Cable. 


such Tubes, One would think, ſhould burſ at every 


Breath We draw, or even breat with their own Fineneſs. 

Yet, they are the Conduit- pipes, which convey the vital 
Fluid from and to the grand Reſervoir. And ſo admi- 
rable is their Texture, that they will out- laſt the Strength 
of Lead, or the Heart of Oak: 7he/e wearing awey, thofe: 
growing ſtronger, by Uſe. e . 
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Vermillion over the Lips *, and plant Roſes in the 
Cheeks., While the Eye, tinged with gloſly Jet, 
or ſparkling with the Blue of Heaven, is fixed in 
an Orb of poliſhed Cryſtal f. Infomuch that the 
earthly Tabernacle exhibits the niceſt Proportions, 


and diſplays the richeſt Graces. Such x:ce Propor- 


tions, as afford the moſt correct Model for Statuary 
and Architecture: ſuch r:ch Graces, as the Canvaſs 
never bore, as Painting imitates in vain. 


Aſp. How juſt in itſelf, and how pertinent to our 


Purpoſe, is that well-known Acknowledgment of 
the ſacred and royal Anatomiſt; * am curwuſy 
C wreught |}! There is a Variety, a Regularity, 
« and an Elegance, in the Texture of my Body; 
| ee in 
0:05 Thy Lips are Lite a Thread f Scarlet, Cant. iv, z. 


Like a Thread, for their delicate Shape; like a Thread 


of Scarlet, for their glowing Colour. 
+ Solomon has compared the Eyes to T he Fiſh-pook i in 
Heſhbon. A Compariſon, as juſt, as it is noble. —Ob- 


ſeiorve the Eye in the human Structure, and a fine Piece of 


Water in the rural Proſpect. Each is a very ſmall Part, 
yet eminently ornamental to the Whole. —Each enlivens 
the Scene. Without Water, the Landſchape is dull and 
_ dreary ; without an Eye, the Countenance would be blank 
and hagged.—A ſhining Kind of Luſtre, ſparkles in one; 
trembles in the other; radiants from both. Both are a 
Source of innumerable Advantages, to their reſpective 
Subjects. — Tis probable, thoſe Fiſh-pools in Heſpbon, 
being artificially made, were exactly correſpondent in 
Size, in Form, and Situation. If fo, the Parallel 1s re- 


markably perfe&, and the Simile receives the higheſt 


Finiſhing. See Cant. vii. 4. 
t The Original Pups ſignifies fac wrought, or elk 


a. fleariſhed with a Needle. — The Tranflation adopted 


our Ops is, in this Place, flat and inexpreſſive. 
The Engliſb Word faſhioned, has juſt the ſame n 
to the beautiful — Phraſe ; as the Badge, tacked 


upon ſome poor Penſioner's Coat, has to the Star em- 


— on a Nobleman's Breaſt, Liar EXXXIX. 14. 
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& in the Formation and Arrangement of theſe 
« Bones and Muſcles, theſe Veins and Arteries ; _ 


« —reſembling, ſhall I ſay ?—rather, infinitely 


« ſurpaſſing, the moſt coſtly and admired Pieces of 
6 Embroidery.” Even thoſe, which were wrought 
under the Direction of inſpired Wiſdom ; and com- 
poſe the rich ſacerdotal Veſtments , or the grand 
15 ſacred Ornaments of the Tabernacle +. 
It is one of the fineſt Similitudes, which the whole 
Circle of polite Arts could afford. And, as uſed 
by the Hebrew Poet as referring to the venerable 


| Embelliſhments of the Sanctuary, receives a pe- 


culiar Dignity. Yet every Compariſon, fetched 
from the Performances of Mankind, muſt neceſ- 
farily debaſe the matchleſs Subjet.—All the En- 
richments, which the Needle can give, or the moſt 


ſplendid Silks receive, are rude, are coarſe, are mere 


Sack-cloth, when ſet in Oppoſition to the conſum- 
mate Perfection of the fleſhly Web. As indeed all 
the celebrated Palaces, Ampbitheatres, Temples, which 


ever adorned the moſt magnificent Cities in the 


World, are but a Heap of Confuſion, if compared 


with the Symmetry and Beauty of the bodily Fabric. 


—And, what is beyond meaſure marvelous, all theſe 
Wonders of Mechaniſm and Decoration aroſe—not - 
from the purer Elements—not from the more refined 
Parts of the Creation—but from Duſt, Duft of the 
Ground S How eaſily, Tauren can that ſtupendous 

5 | ART I- 


MF Exod. xxviii. 39. 9 Exod. xxvi. 36. 5 

t The LORD GOD formed Man of the Duſt of the 
Ground, Gen. ii. 7. Upon this Circumſtance, St. Chry- 
2 m very juſtly remarks; s To eule 2e V T&lo dev 
HENS Th TEX ING To EUTOpov X48 EVAN , Oh e wo x48 TsPp% 
Togavlny ever cep, x vu ee Bw W³%˙tü g 126 
ralldaxag. Ardg. 1a, 
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our Sauls into his own Image! Who could raiſe 
ſuch delicate and majeſtic Edifices; the blooming 
Countenance, and the graceful Mien; the fine 
Turn of Shape, and the enchanting Harmony of 
Features; could raiſe them all from Particles 
deſpicable Partieles of the trodden Soil! 

I could not forbear interpoſing this Renk. Be- 


cauſe, it tends to manifeſt our CRE AT ORS 


Glory, to encourage our Hopes, and ſtrengthen our 


Faith. Otherwiſe, I ſhould be angry with myſelf, 
for interrupting your Diſcourſe.—Pray, go on with 


your Deſcription of the animal Qeconomy. Only 


let me obſerve, That ſuch a Courſe of inceſſant 


Action, muſt exhauſt the Fluids; muſt waſte the 


Solids ; and, unleſs both are ſupplied - with proper 


Recruits, muſt gradually weaken,” and at 9 


: Py 92 the Machine, DEF 


Ther. For ls Reaſon, it is Fan KOT 11 


Organs, and endued with the Powers of Nutrition, 


—Teeth; the foremoſt, thin and ſharp; fitted to 
bite aſunder the Food, or cut * off ſuch a Portion, 
as the Mouth can conveniently manage. The hin- 
dermoſt, broad and ſtrong ; indented, like the Sur- 
face of a Mill-ſtone +, with fmall Cavities, and 
jagged with little Aſperities, Bet ind bras 
to 


7% 7 


= Called therefore, We. | OT 
+ Styled accordingly, Molayes. We find neither of 
theſe Kinds in the new-born Babe. As Milk is, for a 
confiderable Time, its apparent Food, Teeth. would be 
of no Service to the Infant itſelf. ' As it is to preſs the 
tender Nipple for this milky Suſtenance, Teeth would be 
painful and prejudicial to the Nurſe. Therefore Na- 


dare has peſgponed the Formation of theſe fine 8 


cill they become both neceſſary and NYSE 


(” 5 RO 08 
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to grind in Pieces, whatever is tranſmitted to their | 


Operation. Were the Teeth, like our other Bones, 


covered with the uſual Membrane, the Act of Chew- 
ing would always occaſion great Uneaſineſs; and, 


when any hard Subſtance is eaten, might even la- 


cerate the tender Tegument. Were they left with- 


out any Sort of Covering; they would ſuffer from 


the Inclemencies of the Air, and be liable to the 
Penetration of Liquors. In which Caſe, they muſt 
ſoon become ſoft and unfit for Service, or be cot- 
rupted, and entirely periſh. To guard againſt 
theſe Diſadvantages, they are curiouſſy glazed, or 
overlaid with a neat Enamel; as white as. Ivory, 
and harder than the Bone itſelf. » Which renders 
them an Ornament to the Mouth * ; ſecures them 
from various Injuries; and exempts them from 
Pain in the Office of Maſtication. 5 
As the Rims and Cuſhions of a Billiard- table, 
keep the Ball from flying off; and ſend it back into 
the green Area, for repeated Eſſays of Skill; ſo the 
Lips prevent the Food from flipping out of the 
Mouth; and, affifted by the Tongue, return it to 
the renewed Attrition of the Grinders, —While the 
* This ornamental Furniture of the Mouth, is, in the 
grand oriental Manner, deſcribed by Solomon. Thy Teeth 
are like a Flock of Sheep, that are even ſhorn, which come 
up from the Waſhing, Cant. iv. 2. Growing, not ſingle, 
like the. Noſe ; not in Pairs, like the Eyes; but in Rows 
conſiderably numerous, lite a Flock. — None riſing higher 
than tke other; none ſtanding unduly prominent beyond 
another; but all ſet as true, as if they were ranged by 
the Compaſs; and making as regular an Appearance, as 
the Flocks that are. even Porn. — They are clean alſo as 
the Fleeces which have no Spot, and white as the Colour 


woſhing in the cryſtal Stream. | up 
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Lips, in Concert with the Cheeks, are employed in 
this Work, their Motion compreſſes the circumja- 
cent Glands; and, from innumerable little Ori. 
fices, a thin pellucid Diquor *, exſudes. Which 
moiſtens the attenuated Food, and prepares it for 
more eaſy Digeſtion.—When the Mouth remain 
inactive, theſe Fountains are cloſed. But, when it 
is exerciſed, either in ſpeaking or eating, their Moiſ- 
ture then being peculiarly neceſſary, they never fail 
to give out a ſufficient Quantity. ee 
When the Soldier charges his Carbine, the Cart- 
ridge could not make its way to the Bottom, with- 
out the Protruſion of the Rammer 4. Neither 


could 
The Saliva or Spittle. 3 55 
+ This, and the other Similitudes, it muſt be con- 
feſſed, are too mean for the noble Occafion. Neither do 
they, in every Circumſtance, quadrate with the Functions 
deſcribed. There is very little Affinity, between the 
Motion of the Muſcles, which miniſter to the Act of 
Swallowing, and the perpendicular Protrufion of tlie - 
Rammer. The Compariſon is introduced, only to de- 
monſtrate the Neceſſity of ſome propelling Force, in order 
to convey the Aliment into the proper Receptacle. 
When We deſcant upon a Subject, of ſuch extenſive 
Contrivance, and of ſuch-finiſhed Perfection, as the hu- 
man Structure; it is ſcarce poſſible to find Similitudes, 
that will correſpond in all Particulars,” or that can ne 
to the Dignity of the Original. Yet if they tend, in any 
© tolerable Degree, to explain its Formation, to diſplay 
its Uſes, and render its wonderful Oeconomy ſomewhat 
more intelligible, perhaps they may be allowed to take 
place. N . | 
5 1 hope, it will be remembered, that Theron ſpeaks, 
not as an Adept in the Science, but as one whoſe highel 
Pretenfions are, to admire the Work, and adore the AR. 
FIFICER. Which Acknowledgment may entitle Him 
to ſome candid "Indulgence, in caſe He-ſhould offend 
- againſt the preciſe anatomical Exactneſs, either of Sent 
ment, or Ex preſſion. ES | 


; 
5 
{ 
: 


_ DIALOGUE: XII. 292 
could the Food, which We receive at the Mouth, 
deſcend, by the Force of its own Weight, through 
a narrow and elammy Channel, into the Stomach. 
To effectuate therefore, and expedite its Paſſage, 
Muſcles, both rait and circular, are provided. 
The former, enlarge the Cavity of the Throat, 
and afford a more eaſy Admittance; the latter, 
cloſing behind the deſcending Aliment, preſs it 
downwards, and finiſh the Deglutition.— Before 
the Food enters the Gullet, it muſt of neceſſity paſs 
over the Orifice of the Wind- pipe; conſequently, 
muſt be in no ſmall Danger of falling upon the 
Lungs. Which would, if not entirely obſtruct the 
Breath, yet occaſion violent Coughing *, and great 
Inconveniencies. To obviate this Evil, the all- 
foreſeeing CONTRIVER has placed a moveable 
Lid, or hung a cartilaginous Draw-bridzge f. When 
any the ſmalleſt Particle of Food advances to the 


| Stomach, this Lid is pulled down and ſhut cloſe; 


but, the very Moment the Morſel is ſwallowed, 
the Cover, inſtinctive as it were, ſprings up and 
leaves the Paſſage open. By this two-fold Artifice, 
the important Paſſage is always barred and made 


| ſure, againſt any noxious Approaches; yet, is al- 
ways left free for the neceſſary Acceſſion of Air, and 


commodious for the Purpoſes of Reſpiration. 
When the Maltſter prepares his Grain for the 
Trading of the Brewhouſe; He ſuffers it to 


lie, feveral Hours, ſteeping in the Ciſtern ; before 
it is fit, to be cheer upon the Floor, or ried on the 


— 


. This ; is what We experience, when, in cating os 

mking, any Thing goes (as is commonly, and not im- 

properly ſaid) the wrong Way. | 
2» Called the W 


1 
(I 
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Kiln. The Meat and Drink likewiſe muſt remain, 
- conſiderable Time; in the Stomach; before they are 
of a proper Conſiſtence and Temperature, either for 
the tender Coats, or the delicate Operation of the 
Bowels. For which Purpoſe, that great Receiver is 
made ſtrong 'to'bear—capacious- to hold —and ſo 
curiouſly contrived, as to lay a t-1porary Embargo 
upon its Contents. Here, they are lodged in the 
very Center of Warnſth, and eoncocted by the moſ 
kindly Combination! of Heat and Humidity. Here, 
they are ſaturated trith other fermenting or diluting 
Juices | arid are'kneaded;/as it were, by ithe Motion 
of the Scbmach, aid Compreed of the neighbour- 
ing Parts. So that every the chlifuteſ Fragment ö i 
ſeparated ; the Whole is reduced to a Tenni), abun- 
daritly finer than the exafteſt Grinding could effet; 
and ll is worked uß into the ſinobthefly moſt with 
mixed Pulp imaginable. From henee it is diſlodged, 
bya gently aRing-F orte; ; and paſſes; by a 
Tranſition, into the Cavity of the Inteſtines. 

Near the Enttance, 'punQual as a Porter in his 
Lodge, waits th 3 Bladder ; ready to transfuſe 
its acrimonio but falutary Juices, on the adyanc- 
ing 4 Alime! 1 Ai ſelbe its reimaining Viſcidi- 
ties; 1 the Faſſag E of ch. Inteſtisies; and keep 
alk f its 5 ures TON —This Bag: „as the Sto- 


N 
mach emp 5 is propO 4 tex prefled.” The for- 


bris Diftarge, tue latter dea 
mer Foſtu 3916 ings ol oy 200 hace FL; '* fhons 
Safin 41 bas ble foro 503 0163} K __ he 
mch (js quite, copzary +407 the Qeconomy, of the 
Oelke; zo though they are col Ser to each 
other! at a Continuation of the ame Tube. 
+ The Gall-Bladder is fituate upon the lower 15 72 
of the Liver; and to Scrat lions ulee, i typ 
to be the principal Uſe of that Were Glas” 


1 Digertiof; as che $to- 


| myſt h 
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ain, ſions a Suppreſſion, of the Bile. It is furniſhed alſo 
are with a Valve, of a very peculiar, but moſt conve- 
for nient Form “;; through which the deterſive Liquid, 
the cannot haſtily pour, but muſt gently oe. Admi- 
rn nable Conſtruction ! Which, without any Care or 
J ſo Conſciouſneſs of ours, prohibits an inimoderate Ef- 
90 * fuſion, yet aſcertains the needful Supply. 
| - Sufficiently charged with this adventitious F luid, 
nolt the nutritive Maſs purſues its Way through the 2 
6 tflints. Whoſe Meanders, are incomparably more 
curious and wonderful, than the Mazes of the De- 
dakanTabyrinth. , They are actuated with a worm- 
like. or undulatory Motion : which protrudes the 
received. Aliment, and forces i its fine milky Particles 
into the Lacteal Ve effels. Theſe are a Series of the 
moſt, delicate Strainers; ranged, in countleſs Mul- 
titudes; all along the Sides of the winding Paſſage. 
Each ſo nicely framed, as to admit the nutrimen- 
tal balmy Juices, and reject the groſs excrementi- : 
daous Dregs.—Had the Inteſtines been frat, they 
is mut have been fort, Then the Food might have 
fuſe gone through and eſcaped, without reſigning a ſuf- 
| ficient Quantity of its nouriſhing Particles. There- 
TY fore, this grandeft of all the vital Ducts, is artfully 
ceep/ conyglyed, that it may be greatly extended : that 

" it may afford Nature an Opportunity, of /ifting 

more thoroughly whatever paſſes, and of detaining 
vhateyer may ſerye her Purpoſes. — Left ſuch 

W Lengths of Entrails, ſhould: be entangled among 
themſelyes, or be cumbrous to the Wearer, they 

| ire packed into the neateſt Folds, and lie within 
narrow Compaſs. | "hey 

Vo. | 
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longer , than the Body which contains then, 
-Yet are "they lodged, not crhuded; in a Part, not i 
the whole Reg egion, of che lower Belly. And amid 
-this mall wen have luffcient Room t to execute the 
-niceſt and moſt important FupEions.—Thoug b th 
- alimentary Subſtance, can never mi alte its Way; 
yet it may, through ſome accidental Impedimen, 
attempt to return backward. In this Cale, a a Vale 
- intervenes z and renders, what would © extre m I 
- pernicious, almoſt? always impraQticable. c 
Whole proceeds in this ſerpentine Courſe, it iz 
- perpetually / ſending. off Detachments of. 7 e 
Juices. In Conſequence of Which, it would lol 
its ſoft Temperature might become rugged, anl 
pain the tender Parts; wuz Wh be W from 
"ling, on 0 its final Wee 


3 ee a 3 F Juid; kick: Aid th 
Progreſs of the Maſs, and renews the Seeretion of 
the Chyle. Till all that remains of the One, is 
clean drawn off; and the Other—But. here You 

muſt eule pa: and for toy. Nester of feu 


gilde USlym TOW 


„ dae this ciel tl ey 0 off 1 


in a prett tall Man, more than hirtytſir Feet. 
„ ſtance of the Bowels, Se thin to a Delicacy, 3 15 yk 
tc a Wonder. he Skin of an Ox-gut, Lam told, i wil 
| "endure t Ef Plone of the Gold- beater s Haier, or 
Months, ay for ſeveral Years... 14 1 
I In the Bowels, Which lie neareſt the $tamze 
nes are aller 0 Shoes beeauſe, int 
ide ns e furniſhed with TEN 1 
8 wels, more 7 
Au fecelve "the 2050 1 nk ined of 2 Conn. 
ofe #5 Chyle, the N 76 Gland ER 
or — A moſt a ently a. 
verſiſied, according to the! ſeveral Cb ge e vb 
on * * 40 We In of tke Anjmal. - 
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Particularity, your Author ſhall make an Apology ; 
Quemadmedum autem Religuiæ Cibi depallantur, tum 
dfringentibus ſe Inteſtinis,, tum relaxanizbus, haud ſane 
difficile diclu oft : ſed tamen prætercundum en, ne quid 
habent Injutunditatis Oratio * 

The Chyle, drawn off by all the ſecretory Orifices, 

is carried along Millions of the fineſt Dua +, and 
lods di in ſeveral commadious Cells 4 As a Traveler, 
by baiting, upon the Road, and taking proper Re- 
clhment, is better qualified to purſue his Journey: 
ths Chyle, diverting, to thoſe little Inns, i is mixed 


©)! 

1 | with. a. thin, diluting, watery Subſtance ; which ren- 
25 ders 1 it more apt to flow, and more ft for Uſe.— 
15 From hence it is conveyed to one common 2 
rom 


zacle I, and mounts through a perpendicular Tube. 
When, Proviſion or Ammunition is tranſmitted to 


i an Army, it generally paſſes under an Eſcort of 
1 a aſc DIPS As this milky F luid i is the immediate 


N „ Vuppqgt, 


ow. * = 
£ 2 144 . + * 0 * 
: ov * 4 LI £ {> £57 # 4 * £ 
2 '> 4 # ; * — 1 24 + 4 5 


* Ws * OT RET De Nat, Dos. A Theron N meddling 
arther with a Subject, which is become uſeleſs and putreſcent, 
Par- I think myſelf obliged to imitate his Delicacy. Only I 


ug: would add one Remark in the Notes, and ſhall beg leave 
glu, to uy it in Greek. That if it ſhould prove, in any 


e dab Degte ai u it may have, at leaſt,” the negative 
1 Merit, tg 1 805 12 9 Readers. _ Emu & 7a ne 
,, W A TYluv ie 7 Pvc, Ns amiſs n Ovretles 
Wa be yet ptr 'SoEr aT. Memorab. 

+ _ Fine indeed | Since their Orifices, through which 
Nv the yadmit'the Chy le, a re not diſcoyerable even by the 
to, ue den Be Microſeap his giouff | nice Conſtruc- | 
400 tion it is OWig that nochn ente g the $ubYance" of the 
25 bd büt W a is ſmaller than ths ſmallef Arteries in 
1 2 5 and thereby fitted to paſs through the fine 
166. ehe eflels, without cauſing any Obſtruction. 
1 112 The Glands of the Meſentery. | = 
4:48 The N Nec e Chyli; 34 * youre near 


nal. dhe left Kid dne 
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Sußport tz amd principal Nouriſhment of the wht 
its Conveyance is guarded with fing 
Gude, Phe perpendicular Tube, not having (uf. 
felent Foree of its own, is laid contiguous to tie 
great Artery; Whoſe. firong Pulſation drives on th 
_ creeping Fluid ; enables it to overcome the ſire 
Aſcent, and unload its precidus Preaſure -at-the 
ee re. Heart.—Here, it enters the Trunk 
of a large Vein, moſt conveniently opened for i 
Neception. Ttenters in 4, or obligus Dire 
tion. By this Method bf Approtch, Teavoids tha 
-ing;\and coincides with ths purple Stream; which, 
| Inſtead of obſtructing its Admiſſion, expedins i 
"Paſſage; and, inſtead of being A Bar to exelude it 

becomes a Vehicle to waft it. Ats Entrance is fit- 
ther ſecured byaValye, whoſe Miniſtration is doybl 
ſerviceable: futting the Aperture againſt the reſuent 

| Blood, in caſe it ſnhould offer to obtrude itſelf; but 
' opening. a free, ſafe, and ay Wee, Wintel 
5 Manna of Nature. 
The Blood, through every Stags of its 1 
exit; having fuſtzined great -Expences; »being - 

under Conttiition, by e very Gland im the 

| —— plted . e ee 
" oy Lore ae Matter for inſenſible Perſpiration; 
in y nruch in mpo MAN 8888 
5 ted, by this Ace Che 
Vet though-rconited, i it is not 76 A 
ſent crude State, it is abſolutely unqu nalified.to'pi- 
. form the vitz1 Tour, or Earry on the” 75 19 ii 


dions., Therefore, by a grand, Ap 
eular Pibres it is afted ĩnta/ W de 
"4 Vioufifidy! oa fand 8 igither. ev pr 
err 


e Wee Tooth Cent of this ee e 


17190 N 


A N 18H. of 


5 
— 
* 2 
— 
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| doj;ridimbibes aberlafluences; of che; excernal Ain; 


ita hetar oe ne dus Parts arethoroughly,ingorporaje ; 
ail gts ue Subſtancg is made.cog],; ſmapth, ang 


| forid. Phus:4mproved, thus exalted, it;is, tranſ- 


mitted to thie left Ventricle of the HE an. a frongy 


thug! indefatigable q Muſcle.;: placed in the very 
Center⸗ uf tha Syſtem: Impelled by this beating 


age, Part ſhoote upward; and ſweeps, with a 


howidingAmpeturs. into che Head. There, it im- 
Meiſflates the prolific, Fields: of the Brain z, and 
2 — en * 


idw: 82 Slqwy Ni 35s hin ty 
n etibequs egQimba . wniinrdids 10 f 82 un 
ot —— nm 15 ny: diſtinguiſbing. 5 no 
7 e Heart. The Jr e Muſcles 
rm, or be er of 4d high, are ſoon 
40 * K „era Day's Joathey, will ex- 
Mol aheit⸗ — —— conſtitutes 


the Heart, Wan Anek bete, Witekss: 1 MOL | 
Wok Years and, neyer hecemes weapy..,. Is equally a 
(ranger to Intern: on and Fa tue. . Nom is 
mae the ſame Remark conc! the Eye! Een 
a e — 
D907 Hat Tah, AN wolte: 


7 To ah 253 Ns, dn n jo. ood 
epos, ANT) 07 106 
ne, et e Car 757 bee, Spar- uA 


— — 2 d, that Senſation ig cad, ythe 
f Mation N RO Mee Fs 
Re BNA fo BRO FEA ICE nt nl; t ae of cheſe 
Ort Food, With the Texture of thoſe fine 
reer the Nature of the F lyjdeabey: et 
ieve, in the guage 
Ns which e ke? and Ar 
wy ct the M erte el the ER an — Oe 
ahy On wondey/ te find ſome Doctrines in 
rde Jurpaſs the Reach of human UInder- 
I, Fhen there zr0 {a many, Operations Jn the 
be, com lily and abſolutely e by the moſt 
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gene to every Nerve, and communicate Motion ts 
every Limb. Part flows downward z rolls the reek- 
ing urrent through all the lower Quarters; and 
diſpenſes the nutrimental Stores, even to the meaneſ 
Member, and the minuteſt Veſſel. | ia 


Obſerve, how the ſtately Thames; benches xk; 


Rhine; refreſhi the Foreſts and the Groves; water 

the Towns, which eroud their Banks; and make 

the Meadows they interſect, laugh and fing. 80, 

only with an incomparably richer Fluid, and with 

iuffnitely more numerous Streams, this human River 

haves the ſeveral. Regions of the Body. Transfuſing 

8 3 n pn age the 
Whole: - ERR 211. 

But, how wn A enen divided into Myriads of 

| 8 and pervading innumerable Tracts, how 

ſhall' this be brought back again to its Source? 

Shoinld any Portion, like your Lahe-waters after 4 

An- flood, deviate from their Courſe, or be unable 


to return Putrefaction would take place—A Nui 


ſance would ariſe Death might enſue. Therefore, 
the All-wife CREATOR has connected the Ex- 
emfty of the Arteries, with the Beginning of the 
Veins. So that the ſame Force, which darts the 


erimſen Wave through the former, drives it through 


the latter. Thus it is reconducted, without the 
leaſt a e to LIE great ſalient Ciftern 5 


* abi ſo of of this Similieude—Or | ever the 


9255 brofith ar nbe Fountain; ur Ihe Wiheel broken at ll 
% 7 
Blood, are thy repreſentetl by a Ci/ter:; and the contre: 
file Force of their Fibres, acts like the Water-wheel in 
Hydraultez -The Pircber, uchich receives the. Water at 
the —— for. che Lane 5 

„ rviee, 


. 


* 


The two Ventricles of the Heart. repleniſhed with 


There 
the vit⸗ 

Whe 
oft claf] 
which, 
each, 2 
—Whe 
either 
ſen in t 
to be 7. 
Convol 
to a na 
Rules; 
living J 
Tide: 


There played off afreſh, it renews «6s perpotuates- 
the vital Functions =; 

Where two — 1 ml in {chin 
of :claſhingy; a fibrous Excreſcence  interpoſes *; 
which, like a projecting Hier, breaks the Stroke of | 


pid each, and:throws: both into their proper Receptacle. 
ater When the W afture is to be./peedy, the Channels 
lake either forbear to wind in their Courſe:+, O. to leſ 0 
$0, ſen in their Dimenſions f. When the Progreſs is 
vith to be retarded, the Tubes are twined into various 
iver Convolutions , or their Diameter is contracted in- 
ſing o a narrower Size. Modeled by theſe judicious 
the Rules; guarded. by theſe wiſe Precautions; the 
liring Flood never diſcontinues its interchangeable 
ls of Tide: but; Night and Day, whether We fleep or 
how wake, ſtil]. perſeveres to ſally briſely through the 
re? Arteries, and return ſaftly through the Veins. 
er 4 ouch-aſtoniſhing Expedients are uſed, to concoR, - 
able Geſt, - aſſimilate the Food! To convert it into 
Jui-Chyle— to blend it with the Blood—and to diſtri- 
fore, bute both through the Body! . By means of. which, 
Ex- the animal Conſtitution is nouriſhed and main- 


* the tained. In Youth, its Bulk is increaſed; in Age, 


the its Decays are repaired; and: it is kept in tenant- 


ugh able Condition for the ark ane the 3 of... 


the N n n „„ 
n“ 15 33} N 4 "T3047 | Theſe. 
here es may ay ſignify the Aorta, and the pulmo- 


| tary Artery 3; whoſe Functions ee with the 1 
er the of fuch-a Veſſel. ' Beclsſe) xii. 6. WEIS 


at tht In the Point, where the Streams, from. the 2 | 


[with eue and Lena aſcenders, meet. 
ura 1 In theigreat Artery, which defrentn to the Feet. 


eel in In every Interval, between all the Ramifications, - -- . 


ter at In the Veſſels, which carry the Blood to the Brain z. 


ner's ahieh form the viſcous Secretions ; and * which 


ice, woallitute all the Glands. 
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Theſe are v few and but a very few Inſtances of 
that Contrivance; Regularity, and Beauty, 1 
are obſervable in the human Frame. + Attentive En- 
quirers diſcover deeper Footſteps of Deſign, and 
more refined Strokes of Skill. Diſcover them, not 
only in the grand and moſt diſtinguiſhed Parts, but 
in every Limb, and in every Organ: I may venture 
to add, in every Fibre that is A g and i in 
* 9 * _ ee 


* Ah. * various is e 8 of is Body! 
Various, in the Subſtance, as well as in the Shape, 
of the ſeveral Parts! Vet all wrought of one and 
the ſame original Maſs Is it not ſtrange, that the 
very ſame Speck of Matter, ſ ſhould ſpread itſelf into 
2 Lining of Skin, and ſwell into Beds of Fleſh; 
ſhould be extended into tough Sinews, and har- 
dened into ſtrong Bones; - ſhould here be: i impene- 
trable as the ſolid Rock, there be tranſparent as 
the fineſt Gaaſe 18 it not exceedingly ſtrange, 
that one and the fame Scrap of ſimple uncompounded 
Materials, ſhould- 5 the Columns and the Raf- 
ters; thoyfd Eompo ſe the AqueduQsand Reſervoirs; 
ſhould. be ſünelent to execute both the Maſoury 
and the Joinery: zan ſhort; to conſtitute the Shell, 
the Furniture; and, alt ae of ow 


n Edifice in the Wall old} l 
+ 31 ; a4 owt” 2} Herald « 05 gs "If Ty The 
„ente MLB UTICA on -4,n07950t #5 


* The extreme ene, of che Globules,\whichforn 
1 Part of our Blood, id ene Exemplification of this 
Remark. If, as Mr. Let abend conte, every Glo. 
bule be eee ſmaller,” than the Imalleſt Grain of | 
Sand. Fr off 54511} 160 eu. n 181 Bi 15 nne NiB 

4 Rock, = TINO is. particularly obſervable, in 


| the Conſtruction or he! Teeth; and the 1 9 err | 
the Gums. : = 
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The Syſtem, 1 obſerve, though various, is uni- 
forme Amidſt the greateſt Multiplicity of Parts, 
the moſt perfect Harmony ſubſiſts. No one hin- 
ders, but each aſſiſts, the Operation of another; 
and all conſpire to the Benefit and Preſervation of 
the Whole. Moſt judicioufly has the great Apoſtle· 
touched this Subject! Moſt happily has He applied 
it, to illuſtrate the Reaſonableneſs, and enforce tlie 
practice, both of perſonal and ſocial Duties, of pri- 
vate Content and public Concord. 

The" Body, He obſerves, is not one Member, but 
may. © To each of which ſome peculiar and needful 
Office is aſſigned. So that the Foot, though placed 
in the loweſt Order, and deſtined to ſerve on the very 
Ground, has no Reaſon to reckon itſelf a worthleſs 
Outcaſt; or to ſay, Becauſe I am not the Head, I am 
not of the Body *. Neither has the Head, in its ex- 
alted Station, and amidſt its honourable Functions, 

any Cauſe to deſpiſe the inferior Limbs; or to ſay, 
| 9 NO 1 RTE e ee 4 watch 'no Need 


. 
A. | 


» I Cor... xii. * Te ie. There "AN to ah a curiaus Be 
afneſs in this Proſopopœia, not obſerved by r but 
very juſtly remarked by St. Chryſoſtom. Ob wolli To Wole - 
ro te Nu, waz TH jor erabrommpa NU, T1 & 
_ ie oÞbaruns: ere Yag ou olg (@:%pz. ure Bow, aka 
To oe aveeCeCmoot Oboen gc lter, Ne reo x24 o glow Wotsllas | 
m ¶ fou. The Apoſtle does not ſuppoſe the Foot 1 re- 
monſtrating againſt the Head. But the Foot is intro- 
cuced, as lodging the Complaint againſt the Hand. 
While the.Ear, za more moble Organs exerciſes Emula- 
tion againſt the; Eye. Each reſpecting. ac Part. Which 
bears ſome Affin! 157.97 Reſemblance to itſelf, For We 
are, — — {to;envy Thoſe whe move in the moſt 
2 Spheres, and far ſurpaſs Us; but Thoſe only, 
who are on, Levels with; OQurſelyes, or butia ſmall Re- 


more above Us. Therefore the ſacred. Waben bed this 
judicious Aſſociation. | £ 
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of Fouc—If chere were no Feet; what would be- 
come of the locomotive Faculty? Or how could 


the Body convey itſelf from one Place to another? 
If there were no Hands, what ſhould we do for the 
Inſtruments of Action? Or how could the animal 
Frame be defended and accommodated ?f—Nay, the 


Parts, which ſeem to be leſs: honourable, are neceſſary. 
Even thoſe, Which form the Sediments, or throw 


off the Dregs, are of the laſt Importance to Life 


and its Comforts. Should thoſe be obſtructed in 
their Actic "Hy the moſt raging Torment enſues; 
ſhould the Obſtruction continue, Death is the in- 


evitable Conſequence. By this wiſe Adjuſtment, 


there is no Schiſm in the Body; no ſeparate or inter- 


fering Ends are purſued by the Members; but the 


Safety and Support of each are the one undivided 
Care of all. 

Thus ſhould it be among Men, e rl 
tians; in the Civil Community, and in the Catho- 
lic Church. There is in both a Suberdination of Per- 
ſons, but a Concatenation of Intereſts. For which 
Reaſon, a general Agreement ſhould take place, 


and a mutual Subſerviency to each other's Welfare. 
Abe Meaneft;have no Cauſe to be diſſatisfied with 

their Condition; but to acquieſce in the unerring 
Diſpoſal of Providence, and chearfully contribute 


their Share to the common Good.— The Higheſt 
ſhould condeſcend to Men of low Eſtate ; and main- 
tain a Regard: for the Well-being of the Pooreſt, as 


that which is intimately connected with their own. 
An a Word; each ſhould feel a tender Concern 
for all 3 rejoicing, in their Happineſs, and ſtudying 
to eſtabliſh it; ſympathizing with their n, 


and endeavouring to relieve them. 


5 


Wo 


9 
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I am ſure, my Theron will be pleaſed with this 
fine Compariſon, uſed by the Apoſtle; and adapted 
to Purpoſes, at once ſo noble and ſo benevolent. 
Eſpecially, as it receives additional Propriety and 
Farce from his own Obſervations.— But *. one 
more Enquiry to make. |» 

- Your Syſtem, though W ach een 
with a Principle of Motion, and furniſhed: with the 
Powers of Nutrition, is ſtill deſtitute of Senſe. The 
Creation abounds with Objects, fitted to yield the 
moſt refined Entertainment. The Sun impurples 
the Robe of Morning, and Stars beſpangle the Cur- 
tains of Night. Flowers of ſilver Whiteneſs, and 
of golden Luſtre, enamel the Ground. Fruits of 
all radiant Hues, and of every delicious Taſte, 
hang amiably dangling on the Boughs. _ 


yrs wa alſo, - * Airs, 
— e ah Smell wr mann Ts aun | 
Ga I Leaves." RE | 1885 * 


But We hear of no Capacities, formed for the En- 
joyment of theſe'various Delights. Without which, 
the Breath of Fields muſt loſe its reviving Fragrance; 
the whiſpering Grove muſt degenerate into ſullen 
silence; and Nature's Book of Knowledge, all fair 
and inſtruckibe, be no better than! a alt as 
Blank, DB VOL 34 2 $554} N 
Wer. Therefore, he Paar © R PAT OR, pro- 
fuſely gr: racious to Mankind, has made Us a Preſent, 


an ineſtimable Preſent; of the Senſes. To be the 


Inlets of 'innamerable Pleaſures, and the Means of 
adminiſtering innümerable 77 hes : N 


3 * bs | 85 High 
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High inithe)Heed, b hright and confpicudus as a 
Stan ins the- Brenmmof Evening, is phrdodhe Bw. 
Lu. this aleuated / Situation dike a Centineb paſted: in 
Wis Watthstowet; it:oommandsithe modb\enlarged 
Profpe&t + Gonkiting only ef- ſimple Fluids, in- 
__eloſett in chino Lumſcles; if eonveys ti ounAppie- 
benſton all ther Cracus of::bJooming;: Natutez i ahd 
nb the Glories df the wtble\Ntavens:<-How prodi- 
gioally wonderful: Fhat an Image off the. g 
Madntains, andoa Pranſcript bf the: moſt: diurr fied 
| Eand'capes, ſhall enter the ſmalb-Girelet of the 
Pupil !—How furprifingly. artful ! That the Rays 
of Lights lib, an, e fant men 
. = p11 moan TP 
pant in their ref ©olours,/ 15 Ln 
ments, .exery Species of external EY 
+a he-Bys is.{6.tender, that . 
berckirable by lone other Parts of che Rodyr ould 
be ve injurious ts it +dhcatt' Ax. l It t is Fuge 
heretoic. with IA Circun 9c 9 80K. the 
| Glicirous Cares, Wich a Sasse, Sritendg be. 
pertioned to its nice. T 9 and 1257 re 7 0 
ety! {Tv is? r tb cep im 5 e 
= Fi, Sides Pet. 9. roms, Fe tig 
Bones.—As the-dagurfienot the Gaatieb F e 
inο¹mede tho poliſhed Surface, 1 | 
fende boa: ſub frarlefal Cur, high. jag. fit 30 


a eff nes, Kc NN, 25 I, fr 
„WB 


Lend ne, ar tilagi Wo | 
n wander e 


1 but lo from ae uo 7 7 r AI e 
. Sg hy n. "the 5 Seo ton eite * 
bt ede Nees 07 bre g he © 


ae Curtains yt :cloſe! —— 
Ti ng wit, Ln ge 
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as the Alarm of Fear, I had almoſt ſaid, quicker 
than Thought ätfelf. At all Times, they are lined 
with an extremely fine Sponge *, wet with its own 
nativerDewss: Which lubricate the Eye+bally oil, 
as it were, its Wheels; and fit it for- a Courſe f 
unwearied Activity.— At the End of this ſkinny 
Mantelet (i I may uſe the militagy Style) is planted 
2 Range of briſtly Palliſadoes f. Which keep dut 


the leaſt Mote ; ward off even the ſtraggling Atom; 
and moderate the otherwiſe too potent Impreſſioms 


ft,» 119 { 


of the Sun-beams F. $7 4 5 
The Glindula Lac brymalit and its Duẽts; opefing on 
the inner Pant; of the Eye- lid, and ſecreting: the Fluid, 
which T heron calls his Oil; becauſe, it irtigates the Eye, 
ball, and facilitates its Motion. 
+ The Hairs, which ariſe upon the Extremities of the 
Eye-laſh, ' grow only to a certain convenient Length, and 
never ſtand. in need of CY are not flaccid and 


Rles. The firſt Sort would be troubleſoine, the laſt 
is beneficial—Add to this, that their Points ftand out of 


upwards, and thoſe of the lower downwards:—So nicgl 7 


attentive is PROVIDENCE, even to ſuch very ſmall 
atters! Or rather, ſo gracious is our Almighty CREA. 
OR, that He counts nothing ſmall, which ſtands chn- 


nected witk our Com fort and Advantaggmmee. 


t The inceſſant, the more S 
e LORD GOD ALMIGHTY takes of his Peo- 
le, is repreſented” in Scripture by this extraordinary 


one of the fit: Images, that Fancy can form; and: one 

; kept. Him as the Ape of His He, Deut, xxxii. 10,— 

He that toucherh You, toucheth the Apple of his Eye; Zech. 

n. $.—The Reader will'eafily ſet, that the Comparifen; 

ae ** {png oa eden 2 70 Pick of. 

Y A 8 r by.the ſacred Writers. Not bargly 

th The 13 2 Pupil bf the Eye; the 2 
Part even of the moſt tender Member. „ 


end but fiff and prominent 


ſion, made for the Security of the Eye. Which is 


— — — : _ ——— 
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he Bros ate A Kind of flatural Pet. ba „ 
ed and 2rchet' with curibus Wreaths of Hair, 
e Thatch lies *s ſmooth; as the Linen that is 
— plaited, and newly ironed. It ſerves to di- 
vert the Sweat, from trickling into the Ryes, and 
offending them with Its Brine. The Arches are ſo 
finely coloured, and ſo elegat ay turned; 2. chat they 
et off the Whiteneſs of the Forehead, and beſtow 
additional Grace o the whole Oountenance.—ge. | 
caiiſe, in our waking Hours, there is almoſt : an in- 
ceſſant Call for thoſe little Orbs, they run upon 
"the fineſt Cz ers; 3 rolling upwards, or. a 
to the'Ri >ht-hand or to the Left; with the utmoſt 
Speed,” and with equal Eaſe. Which Circumſtance 
added to the Flexibility of the De Feen our 
7 Eyes as uſeful, as I the w ole Bod 
living Creature in St. Jab. 8 Viten, = ful of Hye 
before and behind - .& . 
The Ear conſiſts of an outward Porch and inner 
Rooms, with Tools of the moſt Admitable Contrir- 
ance and finiſhed Workmanſhip. "The Contrivance 
and the Workmanſhip incomparably nicer, than the 
Deſigns of Palladio, or the Architecture of. Solomon's 
Temple; though the former were drawn from the 
magnificent Monuments of Rome, though the latter 
was built in the Taſte of Heauen. Lea; ſo con- 
fſummately nice is the Structure gf this Organ, that 
60D, the only, wiſe. G OD, is nat aſhemtd to 
£ be ana its ene. He 'that- Planted the Bar . 
IA 5 0 r uns ah Four. =} a Wits is 
nn Ke. 87562 Ag bis :25008 r 
5 => The Pelwin * the Word ANCE to Jeſcribe the 
Situation of the Far; and the Word formed, 20 defiote 
the Structure, of the Eye. In both Which Expreſſons, 
there a: i IN TG anche 
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i to 7 _ n the Titles of the exalted JE- | 


HOV AH. one very remarkable Peculiarity, 
this minute. ae reſembles that ſacred Edifice, 


the Porch, being loftier *. than, A other 1. 
the Building. 

140 he \Parch, Leal that ſemicircular Tock n 

s ſomewhat prominent from. the Head; and is 

—not t ſoff r and ſinking as Fleſh, left j it ſhould abſorb 

the RAY rather than promote the Repercuſfion ; 

not bard and |. fubborn : as Bone, left. it ſhould OCCa- 

ſion painful Inconyeniencies, when We repoſe Our- 

ſelves on either Side—but of a cartilaginous Subftanee, 

covered 1 5 ati 15 D of eee and rc 


„ Af 4. 


ue ne Sk a | vigorous L to 2 
finely ſtretched Membrane of the e 4.— 


3 0 2 The 
ine 
; = 


per The, Nene 6 kan, e a Robe 


ante 2 the Earth, Is ſunk deep into the Head, 
plane 57 public v View. Whereas, the Ball of 


the Eye, like ca *finely-wroaght (9) Pilaſter on A 


Building, 4s-praminent on the F ace, and e to 


We Og cot Pal. xciv.'g 


ompare 1 Kings vi. 2. with 2 5 a 4. 


I Alluding to thöfe expreſſive Lines, where Echo ſcems 


to ive in the Sound, as well as in the Leue: 


. — Vbtengu inclifa valutant © Wee 
kee fulſati Collio Clamort ay.” ' Vine. 


80 called; becauſe it reſembles a PX both in N. 
gore and Uſe. Being a fine Skin, expanded upon a Circle. 
of Bones, and over a poliſhed reverberatin Cavity.—It 
15 ear my by the. Vibrations of the external Air, as the 
: vi-the Warddrum is by the Impreffions of the 
oo Alt is; alſorfurniſhed with 'B-aces} which ſtraifl or 

relax it at- pleaſure : and actommodate its W either 
to loud or 8 Sounds. 
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Tue Avenue, or narrow Entry, is ſecured from the 
inſinuating Attempts of Inſects, by a Jdoraſs (ſhall 


I fay?) of bitter and viſcous Matter: | _diſguſtful to 


their Taſte, and embarraſſing to their Feet.— The 
Hammer and the Anvil; the Stirrup and the Drum; 
the winding Labyrinths *, and the ſounding Gal- 
leries; theſe, and other n of Mechaniſm, all 
inftrumental 2 R of e, are . 


© Amazingly nice, ſt be the Fe eimation, and 
ce y exact the Tenſion of the auditory 


. they. correſpond with the ſmalleſt 


Premors of the Atmoſphere, and eaſily diftinguifh 
' their met ſubtile Variations. With the gentle 
- Gales that fan Us, or even with the ruder Blaſts 
that aſſault Us, theſe delicate Strings are but little 
affected. Whereas, they are perfect Uniſons with 


. -thoſe: fine, thoſe ſgniſſcant Agitations of the Air, 


Which the acuteſt Touch is unable to diſcern. 
Theſe living Clrords, tuned by an- Almighty Hand, 
and diffuſed through the echoing. Iſles, and ſono- 
' rous'Cells—theſe receive. the Impreſſions of Sound, 
and Proragate cg to t. — * Theſe + give 

| Exiſtenee 


. of this Kind f is s the 3 Tube; : bs TM to 


Hen and guali 1 te, ruſhing Sound. Left, if the Iocur 
ſion were it might be cod impetuous, and injure 
the orien Bx banks of of the- 

dieſigned to m er the Concavities of the inner 'Struc- 
amn are: prepared to heighten and invigerate'the Sound, 
enſling in the en Force of an Echo. Such I- 
dae {0 fo. TEA nay fo of. concur Fen this 
denies e | 
1 leans, liyied, The eng liens of Muſe. For thi 
"Phraſe. may refer, as well iy the Orgs mhich 4 2 


2 * n FL * "x q 4 oe f y vo” 0 
; . 5 * "ga : N : 70 * : A $! ko g q mo 
* * S8 2 2 £3 g by * a D 7 . 
# * | "7 - 4 5 : 


num. — While this is 


2 Reſour 
one of th 


ous MA 
As the 
theAir, 0 


DEAL L OG U'E! xu 20g 


Exiſtence to the Charms of Muſic, and reciprocate 
the rational Entertainments of Difcourſe. Theſe 
treat my Aſpaſio with the Melody of the Woodland 
Choirs, and afford ne the ſuperior Pleaſure of _ 
Friend's Converſation. | 
The Eye perceives only the Objects that a are bes 
fare it; whereas, the Ear warns Us of Tranſactions, 
that paſs above Us, behind Us, all around Us. The 
Eye is uſeleſs, amidft the Gloom of Night ʒ and can- 
not carry its Obſervation, through the bolted Door, 
or the eloſed Window - futter. But enen 
her Intelligence, through the darig#:Medium;: and 
the minute Cranny.— The Eye is upon Duty, only 
in dur waking Hours; but the Bar ig uways ex- 
panded, and always acceſſible *: a, Courier, which 
never tires: a Centry, ever in his Box. To ſecurt 
a Reſource, in caſe any Misfortune ſfiould diſable 
ne of the hearing or ſeeing Organs, our all-graci- 
ous MAK ER has given Us Duplicates of each. 
As there are tremulous Concuſſions impreſſed upon 
the Air, diſcernable only by the Inſtruments of Hear- 
ing; there are lid odbriferous Particles, wafted by 
the ſame aerial Vehicle, which are perceivable only 
by the Fel. The Noſtrils are wide at the Bottom, 
Vor. I. Rs 0 1 Hts that 


* 


11 


*. 4 Fc Ive | fam Aſi TEARS to add any ap- 
polite Ex preſſion, or mann the BiBLE. 
AF Tate and 


1 and Writers iteneſs are ſtudious 
to embellim their Works, with 3 from the CIa 
A A effuade myſelf, the] mh E remt ad 
if this vourite Inclination, Becauſe, every Portion 
of that ineffimable Book, however minute, is like the 
ings: of Guld; or the Sparks of a Diamond. Is ſure, 
properly applied, to add Forth, and impart Beau. 
*  Auditus autem femper pater. Ejus enim Senſus etiam der. 
nientes egemus,” A m— cum Sonus eff acetptut, etiam ? dom 
. ' De Nat, D * » 


en * : po | "AF 4 « A * * 
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that a large Quantity of Effluvia may enter; nar. 
rom at the Top; chat, hen entered, they may cloſe 
their Ranks, and act with greater Vigour.—Fine, 
beyond all Imagination, are the Steams which ex- 
hale from fetid or fragrant Bodies. The very beſt 
ſands of Animalcules in a Drop of putrified Water, 


cannot bring one Individual, among all theſe evan- 


eſcent Legions, to our Sight. They ſail, cin num- 
berleſs Squadrons, cloſe to our Eyes, cloſe by our 


Ears; yet are ſo amazingly attenuated, that they 


elude the Search of both. Nevertheleſs, ſo Judi- 
ciouſly * are the olfactory Nets laid, and ſo artfully 
ED as P, . Sage! LE Es "I «3 Va * 80. their 

el N 18 5.4 ; ' 4A Yes DN ' 


— \ 
K 2 


cis 


The Keenne/s and Sagacity of this Senſe, furniſhed 
the evangelical Prophet with a beautiful Metaphor, to 
diſplay the Accuracy of the ME SSIA H's Judgment in 
ſpiritual Things: ai. xi. oor ont 0 

un implies his Faculty or Senſe of Sling; 0 
Expreſſion 1s accommodated to our Lang uage, and po- 
perly enough tranſlated, Shall make Him of quick Undrr- 
fanding. q. d. He ſhall judge, not according to ex. 
<< ternal Appearance, but according to the State of the 
« inner Man. Unfeigned Self-abaſement, Affiance in à 
«© REDEEMER's Righteouſneſs, aud Faith purifying 
« the Heart; theſe Endowments, though not obſerved, 
« or, if obſerved, not valued by the World; 256% hall 
ebe the Teſt of his Approbation, and the Objects of 
his Eſteem. Theſe conſtitute, what is culled in the 
«© next Words, 7 he Fear of the LORD. 


In determining the Reality of theſe Qualities, Ile 


<< ſhall be unerringly exact, and ifibly trut. Let Hñy· 
<«<.pocriſy put on every Maſk,” and practiſe all her Wiles 
e they ſhall avail nothing before the ROOT and-OFF- 
„% SPRING of David (Ver. 1) As thoſe extremelj 
eſubtle Kffluvia, which eſcape the Inquiſition of every 

<« other Senſe; are eaſily and perfectly diſtiuguiſned bi 
the Gcli; ſo, thoſe Receſſes of the Breaſt, and tho 
* Secrets of the Heart, which lie too deep for 9 


their Me 
Fugitive 
which-fl 
take in 


the exp! 


Fragrami 
of Autut: 


Imacins 
lyte to the 
to his Regs 
thies. II 
Whim, 0 
ſeems juſt 
Harlequin 
look ſor tl 
Numbers 
rectneſa ar 
Poem, -wh 
high Perfc 


their Meſhes ſized, that they — vaniſhing; 
Fugitives: © They! catch the roaming Perfumes, 
which fly off from the opening Honeyſuckle; and 
take in the ſtationed Sweets; Which hover round 
the expanded Roſe; They imbibe all the balmy 
Fragrance of Spring, all the aromatic -Exhalations 
of Autumn and enable Us to banquet” even on ebe 
muſt Dainties: of Nature. 1D 4k BYE 

Furniſhed as We are with theſe ſeverul: Organsy 


* 46 21018 5 10 iy |; 
fre Net 4 Fee BI 


„l eee eee 0 Cloud imbibes 
| 8 ſetting Sun's Effulgence, not a Strain 
From all the Tenants of the warbling Shade 


1 Mſeends, but Weeds our Senſes can partafs 
re Plea ure * ith 


D 1 1+ e 
Another AR for frequent Pleaſure,ourboun- 
tful CREATOR has beſtowed, in granting Us 
the Powers of Taſte. By means of which, the Food 
n ſupports our Body, ane our Palate 3 q firſt, 
- by ave, 51g 0 Ae 'O * rtrreats 


„us Vi, + 2 


* man Diſeertiment ; even they are naked and open, 


* Underftanding.” - 

* See that: very elegant Poem, Tur PLEASURES OF 
IAN ATio xz Book III. Tis true, I am no Proſe- 
lyte to the Author's Principles, either political or moral; 
to his Renu blican Adminiſtration, or his Shafte/buriar E- 
tries. Much leſs ean I admire that pompoꝑs and ſolemn 
Whimy of making Nidicule the Te e Truth. Which 
ſeems juſt as fuitable to the Fitneſs of Ihings, as to place 
Harlequin in the Seat of Lord Chief juſtice.— Bub if f We 
wr for the Glow of Imagination, and the Harmony of 

Numbers ; Energy and. Euſtre of Deſcription, with Cor- 
reftueſs:and Delieaey of Taſte; I know not any didactic 
Poem; which -preſents Us with 1 theſe Graces in ſuch 
high Perfection. 
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are obvious and palpable, to his divinely edu 
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' treats Us with a pleaſing Regale; then, diftribute 
its beneficial Recruits. —The Hone bedewed with 
Oil, whets the Razor into the utmoſt Keenneſ,, 
The Saliva, flowing upon the Tongue, and moiſ- 
tening its Nerves, quickens them into the livelieſt 
Acts 6f Senſation.— This Senſe is circumſtanced, 
in a Manner. peculiarly benign and wiſe ; fo as to 
be a Randing, though filent Plea for Temperanc, 
Without recurring to. the Vengeance of GOD, or 
the Terrors of eternal Judgment, it is a powerful 
Diſſuaſive from irregular and exceſſive Indulgen- 
cies. Becauſe, the Exerciſe of Sobriety, ſets the 
fineſt Edge on its Faculties; and adds the moſt poig- 
nant Reliſh to its Enjoyments. Whereas, Riot and 
Voluptuouſneſs pall the Appetite ; blunt its Senſ- 
bility ; and render the Gratifications extremely lan- 
guid, if not perfectly inſipid.— The Sight, the 
Smell, the Taſte are, not only ſo many ſeparate 
Sources of Delight, but a joint Security to our 


Health. | They are the vigilant and accurate Inſpec- | 


tors, which examine our Food, and enquire into 
its Properties; whether it be pleaſant or difagree- 
able; wholeſome or noxious. For the. Diſcharge 
of this Office, they are excellently qualified, and 
moſt commodiouſly ſituate, So that nothing can 
gain Admiſſion through the Mouth, till it has un- 


dergone the Scrutiny, and obtained the Paſſport of 
them all. 3 


To all theſe, as a moſt neceſſary 255 advantageon | 


Supplement, is added the Senſe of Feeling. Which 
renders the whole Aſſemblage 9 — While 
other Senſes have a particular Place of Reſidence; 
this is diffuſed throughout the whole Body, In the 


Palms of the Hands, on the Tips of 1 8 Fi * 


1 4 


der, with 
rade the 
Act of Fe 
between 
Membrar 
of the He 
tinual Pa 
very Dow 


numb the 


DIALOGUE XII. 273 
and indeed through all the extreme Parts of the Fleſh, 
it is moſt quick and lively: as the advanced Guards, | 
or Scouts upon the Frontiers, are or ought to be 
peculiarly attentive and wakeful. Scouts did I fay? 
The whole Army of Nerxel, drawn out in Battle 
amy, with his Mims of fupernumerary Atten- 
its ®, were but like à few Cleaner“ ſtraggling in 
de Field; if compared, either in Number or Or- 
ler, with thoſe nervous Detachnients, which per- 
tade the Texture of the Skin, and minifter to the 
Act of Feeling. How happily is this Senſe tempered 
between the two Extremes! Neither fo acute, as the 
Membranes of the Eye; nor ſo baſe, as che Callus 
of the Heel. The former would expoſe Us to con- 
tinual Pain; render our Clothes galling, and the 
very Down opbre ve. The latter would quite be- 
numb the Body, and almoſt annihilate the Touch. 
Nor this — but all the Senſes are moſt ex- 
Aly adapted to their feſpective Offices, and to the 
fereral Exigencies of our pteſent State. Were 
they frained to à much higher Tone, they would 
de Avenues' of Anguiſh. Were they relaxed into 
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PO How admirable 3 i Is. "AY Provi 
8 which the bleſſed GOD has made, to ac- 


commodate Us with delightful Senſations; and in- 


ſtructive Ideas !-—The' Taſte, the Touch, and the 
Smell, are ſomewhat /fraitened inthe Extent of their 
Operations. The Ear carries on a Correſpondence 
with a larger Circle of Objects. But the Sight moſt 
amply ſupplies, whatever is wanting in all the other 


'Senſes: The Sight fpreads itſelf to an infinite Mul- 


titude of Bodies ; and brings within our Notice ſome 
of the remore/?-Parts' of the Univerſe.—The Taſte, 
the 'Touch, the Smell, perceive nothing but what 
is brought to their very Doors. Whereas, the Eye 


extends its Obſervation, as far as the Orbit of 8. 


turn; nay glances, and in an Inſtant of-Time, to 
the inconceiyable Diſtance of the Stars. The Com- 
paſs of the Earth, together with the Immenliy a 
the Skies, are its unlimited Range. | 
From this remarkable Variety, with regard 1 
| Sphere and Aaivity, the Acuteneſs and Vivacity df 
the Senſes, St. Paul forms one of the finsſt, boldeſt, 
and moſt important Compariſons in the World. 
By this He illuſtrates the Difference between the 
Wiſdom, - which is derived from the Word of di- 
vine Revelation; and the Wiſdom, which is ⁊c- 
quired by Dint of human Application. —In his 
Oration to the Athenians, ſpeaking of their moſt 
celebrated Sages, He ſays; If ſo be, they might fee] 
after, and you WM te. In uy ene to yu He 
005 5 Nash O01 en, 
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brnws; ſpeaking, of the Man Mo ſes, our Author ob- 
ſerves ; That He endured as ſeeing Him who. is in- 
viſible *. Writing to his Corinthian Converts, He 
adds, as 2 farther Heightening of the Contraſt; We 


all beholding with open Face the Glory of the LORD r. 
The Knowledge of the Philoſopher, is like that 
obſcure and ſcanty Information, which is but diffi- 
cultly obtained by groping with the Hand, in the 
Gloom of a dark Night. The Knowledge of the 
Chriſtian, is like that copious Influx of clear and 
enlarged Ideas, which We receive by the Media- 
tion of the . 1 the —_— of a N 
Day . 

4% We find, 4 in 0 Book vaſes us, hit 
upon ſome of the moſt general and obvious Uſes, 


to which the ſeveral Parts of the human Body are 


adapted. Yet how ſuperficial and deficient appears 
his Penetration, when We take in the much deeper 


Diſcoveries, and the much higher Improvements of 


ur modern Anatomy] Thus, and abundantly more 
defective, is his Knowledge of moral Duties and di- 


vine Doctrines; when compared with what ĩs taught 0 
Us, in the plain Sermon on the Mount, and the un- 

ſtudied Epiſtles of the Jerbiſh Tent- maker. 
Therefore, though I would bleſs the beneficent | 


G OD, for the- Miniftration of all the Senſes, and 
particularly for the noble Organs of Viſion: I would 


be more eſpecially thankful for that Light of the 


World, CHRIST FESUS and his glorious Go- 
ſpel ; as well as for that ſpiritual Eye, by which the 
One is underſtood, and the Other ſeen — a lively 
Faith, - T would alſo long for that Place of beatific 


Enjoyment, where our Views of the adorable GOD- 
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HEAD, and our Acquaintance with the ſublimeſt 


Truths, will as much tranſcend all our preſent Ap. - 


prehenſions, as the _ TS Saint * 
the benighted n Hills 29Tf £5 


| Ther. The crowning Gift, that which i improves 


But why am I ſo prolix ? Why ſhould I reſume a 


Subject, already ſpun out to a Degree of Tediouſ- 
neſs? Why weary my Aſpaſio, and put his Atten- 
tion to Penance ? 
Aſp. Dear Theron, why do Sam talk i in this Man- 
4 How can You admit ſuch a Suſpicion? How 
can You offer to drop your Narrative, juſt at this 
intereſting Point? Weary! No; I am. almoſt in- 
clined to ſpeak, what perhaps your n. will 
diſlike to hear ſpeak— 
Ther. Enough, F orbear. I proceed. — That 
1 which, improves the Satisfaction, and augments the 
beneficial Effects, accruing from all the Senſes, is 
Speech.—Speech makes me a Gainer, from the Eyes 
and Ears of other People; from the Ideas they con- 
ceive, and the Obſervations they make, What an 
- admirable Inſtrument, for articulating the Voice, 
and modifying it into Speech, is the Tongue /—The 
Tongue has neither Bone nor Joint; yet faſhions 
itſelf, with the utmoſt Volubility, into every Shape 
| and every Poſture, which can expreſs Sentiment, 
or conſtitute Harmony. . 


CREATOR, is the Artificer of our _ 
| 57 


. 8 am ſenfible, that the Gotti 1 a a conſiderable 
Share; in modulating the Sound and forming the Voice. 
But, as the Nature and Office of this moſt curious Apel. 
dure, are _ little known by the Generality of Toes! ; 


This little Collection of 
muſcular Fibres, under the conducting Skill of the 
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By this We communicate the Secrets of the Breaſt, 
and make our very Thoughts audible. By this We 
inſtru the Ignorant, and comfort the Diſtreſſed; 
We glorify G OD, and edify each Other *; the 
Academic explains the abſtruſeſt Sciences, and the 
Eccleſiaſtic preaches the everlaſting nN 


Who would not bleſs, for this, the Gift of Seed? 
And in the Tongue s Beneficence be rich? 


This i is like wiſe che Efficient of Mare. It i is PR 
28 the Lyre, or ſhrill as the Trumpet; it can warble 
25 the Lute, or reſound like the Organ, Connect- 
ing the Sweetneſs of its Melody, with the Solem- 


nities of Devotion, We tune the ſpititual Song, 
and raiſe the ſacred Anthem. We ſooth the Cares, 


and beguile the Toils of Life: We imitate the An- 
gelic Choirs, and anticipate, in ſome Degree, their 


celeſtial Joys, —As the Tongue requires full Scope, 


and an eaſy Play, it is lodged in an ample Cavity; 
and ſurrounded with Reſervoirs of Spittle, always 
ready to diſtil the lubricating Dews. It moves un- 
* concave Roof, which ſerves as a Sounding- 


We | 


£% 4 


We a to follow the popula Opinion fo meaty de 


ſcribed by the Poet, 


al "4; 10 nn Dwedala Lingun, © 
Lingua Sx Perborum, r Apt 
r J Auti-Lbrek, 


»The articulating Tongue i is called Our Glory, Pſal. 
vii. 8. And ſuch indeed it is, when devoted to the/e 
Purpoſes, - It is then a Diſtinctien, not only ef Man 
from the brutal Herd, but of the Righteous: from :the 


| Congregation of the Ungodly. It i is then like choice Sil- 


wer, or as a Tree of Lift. 
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heard to the Voice; giuing it much the ſame addi. 


tional Vigour and Grace, as the Sbell of a Violin 


adds to the Language of the Stzings N n!: 


Wiſe - wonderfully wiſe, and eminently: gracious 


is the Regulation both of /pontaneous.and involuntary 
Motion. Was this Regulation reverſed, what de- 
plorable Inconveniencies would take place; nay, 
what unavoidable Ruin muſt enſue -l-—Deplorable In- 


conveniencies ; if the Diſcharges: of: the: Bowels, or 


Evacuations of the Bladder, were quite indepen- 
dent on our Leave. Unavoidable Ruin; if the Ac- 
tion of the Heart, required the Co-operation of our 
Thoughts ; .or the Buſineſs of- Reſpiration, waited 
for the Concurrence of our Will.) 
The Will, in ſome Cafes, has not fo — 80 as 2 


| ſing le Vote. In others, She determines and commands, 


like an abſolute Sovereign; nor is there a Monarch 
upon Earth ſo punctually obeyed, as this Queen of 
the human Syſtem. If She but intimate her Pleaſure, 
the Spirits run, they fly, to execute her Orders; to 
ſtretch the Arm, or cloſe the Hand; to furrow the 


Brow with  Frowns, or dimple the Cheek with 


Smiles, —How eaſily, as well as pun&ually, are theſe 
Orders carried into Execution I To turn the Screw, 
or work the Lever, is laborious and weariſome. But 
We move the Vertebræ, with all their appendent 


Chambers; We advance the Leg, with the whole | 


incumbent Body; We riſe from our Seat; We ſpring 


from the Ground; and, though much Force is ex- 


erted, though a very conſiderable Weight is raiſed, 
We meet with no Nifficulty,. We complain of no 
Fatigue. 3 
Tbat all this ſhould be effected, without any Tail, 
and by a hare 48 of ag WEN is very ſurprifing But 
vale that 
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that the various Motions ſhould be made, renewed, 
continued, even while We remain entirely igno- 
rant of the Manner, in which they are performed, 
this is ſtill more aſtoniſhing. Who can play ſo 
much as a ſingle Tune upon the Spinnet, without 
learning the Difference of the Keys, or ſtudying the 
Rudiments of Muſic? Impoſfible ! Yet the Mind 


of Man touches every Spring of the human Ma- 


chine, with the moſt maſterly Skill; though She 
knows nothing at all, concerning the Nature of her 
Implements, or the Proceſs of her Operations. 
We walk, We run, We leap; We throw Our- 
ſelves into a Variety of Poſtures, and go through 
a Multitude of Exerciſes; yet are utterly unable to 
ſay, Which Nerve ſhould be active; which Muſcle 


ſhould ſwell ; or which Tendon approximate, in 


order to produce any one of theſe. Effects. | 
Put a German Flute into the Hand even of a fen- 
fible Perſon : without a Maſter to inſtruct Him, He 
is at a Loſs to make the Inſtrument: ſpeak: much 
leſs is He able to fink and ſoften the Sound, to ex- 


alt and extend the Note juſt as He pleaſes, Vet 
We are ſelf-taught | in the Method of forming, re- 


kulating, and varying the Voice. Naturally, and 


with unpremeditated Fluency, We give it the lan- 


kuiſning Cadence of Sorrow, or the ſprightly Airs 
of Joy; the low faultering Accents of Fear, or the 


elevated Tone and rapid Sallies of Anger. | 
. The Eye of a Ruſtic, who has no Notion of Op- 


ties, or any of 1 its Laws, ſhall lengthen and horten its 
Axis; dilate and contract its Pupil, without the leaſt 
Heſitation, and with the utmoſt Propriety : adapting 
Itſelf, even with mathematical Exactneſs, to the par- 
ticular Diſtance of Objects,” and the different De- 
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grees of Light. By which Means, it performs ſome 

of the moſt curious Experiments in the improved 
Newtonian Philoſophy, without the leaſt Knowledge 

of the Science, or fo 1 as any Conſiolſhefi of 
of its own Dexterity. 

T'can' never ſuſiciently admite' this Multiplicity 
of animated Organs; their | finifhed Form; their 
faultleſs Order; and the exquiſite Regulation of al 

their Movements. Yet I muſt confeſs myſelf ſtruck 
with greater Admiration at the Power, the truly / 
terious Power and Sway, which the Soul exerciſes 
over the Whole. Ten thouſand Reins are put into 
her Hand. She is not acquainted with their Office, 
their Uſe, or their Name. She has not learnt f6 
much as to diſtinguiſh one from another. Never- 
theleſs, ſhe manages all, conducts all, without the 
leaft Perplexity or the leaſt Irregularity: nay, with 
2 Promptitude, a Conſiſteney, 1 2 een which 

nothing elſe can equal! 
Upon the Whole — Great Reaſon had n 


55 to call the human Body, 


Tops raſſor c- u wo. 


T believe, the preceding Obſervations will juſtify us 
if we give a fuller Meaning to the Poet, iy tranl- 

late his Words—The inimitably fine Warkmanſhlp, Ui 
| à great, ſupreme, unerring ARTIST: * Or, as Vir- 

gil ſpeaks; with a Pertinency and a Spirir, which 
| epitomizes all T have ſaid, and expreſſes afl 1 would 
ſay; This bodily Sernclure is 3 in e enat- 
rabile + wear . 
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. Wonderfully, I perceive, and fearfully are we 
* 2 Made of ſuch complicated Parts; each fo 
correctly faſhioned, and all ſo exactly arranged t; 
euery one executing ſuch curious Functions, and 
many of them operating in ſo myſterious a Manner; 
as may juſtly render Us a Wonder to Ourſelves.— 
Since Health depends upon ſo many minute Requi- 
fites; upon ſuch a numerous Aſſemblage of moving 
Organs, ſince a ſingle Secretion ſtopped, may de- 
ſtroy the ſalutary Temperature of the Fluids; or a 
fingle Wheel clogged, may put an End to the vital 
Motion of the Solids: with what holy Fear, ſhould 
Mie paſs the Time of our Sojaurning Here belotu g. 
Truſting, for continual Preſervation, not merely 


on our own Care; not merely on alimentary Re- 


cruits; but on that Omnipotent Hand, which 
formed the admirable Machine. That the. ſame 
Hand, which prepared the Pullies, and hung on 


the Weights, may daily wind up the Wheels. 


May never ceaſe to ſuperintend their A geney, and 


. our erg J. | 
. When 


338 Pal. exxxix. 14. 
+ St. PauPs Language on the Subject is cxcentivighs 


beautiful and . de Tvꝛc pH xc. ( uu οαν,jↄ¼ ä 


Epb. iv. 16. The ſeveral Parts moſt nicely adapted to 
each other,” and moſt perfectly harmonizing with the 
Whole: All affeciated with that Propriety, and connected 
2 that (+ org which are the very Foundation of 
ymmetry, Vigour, and Agility. — Both the Images uſed 
the pode 6 hr Pract... wan in one in Word, 
my aptavit, ſtabiliwit. Job xxxi. 15. | 
{-1 Pet. i. 17. | | 
| Agreeably to that philoſophical Maziin, Creatio & 
Conſervatio eadem eft Afio: and to thoſe ſcriptural Ac- 
owiedpments, It is GOD, soo boldeth our Soul in 


Life; He is the ** of our Days; his 10 if tation # prgſin oe 
gur Spirit 7 | 
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222 DI AL OG U. E XII. 
When We conſider the extenſive Contrivanee, 


and delicate Mechaniſm What Plans of Geome- 


try *, have been laid; what Operations ꝗ of Che- 
miſtry, are performed. ; in a Word, what Miracles 
ofart and Elegance are executed; in order to fur- 


niſh Us with the neceſſary Recruits, and the ſeve- 


ral Delights of Life Is there not abundant Reaſon 
to cry out, with the ſame inſpired Writer; Hoy 
dun are thy. Counſels unto me, O COD Thy 
<c ————— ereating Wiſdom . Thou haſt not 
ſparing, but even laviſh of thy artificial 

GR elaborate Deſigns. Thou: haſt omitted no 
<< Expedient, which might eſtabliſh my Eaſe; en- 


<c large my Comfort ; and promote, yea complete 


<, my bodily . Happineſs !” And is not this a moſt 
endearing Obligation, 10 preſent. our Bodies à living 


Sacrifice, holy and acceptable to GOD $f 
Should We not, every One, acknowledge with 
Devid ? Thy Hands have made me, and faſhioned nem 
pray with David? O give me ſpiritual Under/tanding 
and godly Zeal—and reſolve with David? that 1 
may learn and keep thy Commandments || 9 * What 


« Thou, LORD, haſt, with ſo much Curioſity 


60 * contriveds: with ſo much. Accuracy framed, and 


F f 25 cc with 
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* 


In the Muſcles alone, bs Mr. Rar, there ſeems to 
be more Geometry, than in all. the artificial Engines in 
the World. 


+: Plans, Operations Fab, 8 "of, the. Cr 
theſe. Ideas. 


Structure, uſes a Word expreſſive of both. 
Thy Hands have made me, ſays our Fr — But tho 
Original MANY ſignifies abundantly more. It is applied 
to Artificers, who undertake ſome curious and elaborate 
Work; which coſts them much Study, and great Pain, 
Much —_— to plans ; and great Pains, to erecui⸗ 
Fob x. 8. 

1 Rom. xii. 1. 


| Prat. CxIXx. 73. £ 
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«. with ſo much Liberality adorned; I would fain 
« devote to thy Glory. Never, O] never let me 
« debaſe to the Drudgery of Satan, nor proſtitute 
ceito the Slavery of my Luſts, thoſe Members and 
«thoſe Faculties, on which Thou haſt beſtowed 
« ſo much divine Coſt and heavenly Skill. Let 
« them: all he Servants f Righteouſneſs,” and Inſtru - 


« Honour; ſanctified and & meet for their indulgent 
« RE AT O Rs Service. That I may glorify 
«the. great Al THOR of —— with my 
« Bady and with my Spirit, which are, as to Work- 
« manſhip, . ab ans; Amen en 
6c bis f.“ — 

Ther. With my. 8 ; kay is this In 
of Fleſh, though ſo exquiſitely wrought, compared 


with that Is * immortal nnen ne 
reſides within? 


e * vy OCT TATE 


— . intelleftual 3 b a 
17 Thoughts, which wander through Breniy 3 1! f 


if KÞ 
* 


This Conſideration inclines me to think, chat, it 
the Caſket be ſo highly poliſhed, the Jewel cannot 


be ſo cxceſſively coarſe, as my Aſpaſios Doctrine of 
original Corruption ſuppoſes. 


Ap. = perceive your Aim, Theron. But muſt beg 


pute. If my Arguments have failed, your Deſcrip- 
tion has anſwered its End.—I cannot ſuffer my 
Thoughts to be diverted from à Subject, which is ſo 
ery engseing, a 0 > rarely ue. 1 have ſuch 


; 2 
1499; 2 > , 881 3 
, 2 Tim. ü. 21. + 1 Cor. vi. 206: 5: 
+ - +4;M1LTON. 5 


« ments of Holineſs. Let them all be Jeſſælt of 


leave, at preſent, to decline all Overtures for a Diſ- 
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+ ſtrong Deſire to recollect and retain what has been 
obſerved, that even your Converſation will, at this 
— _ its Relifh,' Here therefore I put : 
Diſcourſe, and muſt break away from 
your Ge in order to ruminate and dipeſt | 
Notions in ſome ſequeſtred lonely Walk. Unlef 
Vou will permit me, beſore I retire, to make one 
Remark.—And let it got ſtartle my Friend, if 1 


venture to'ſay; That, amidſt all his curious Ob- 


ſervations, He has forgot the prineipal Cireumftance 
of Honour and Excellence, which Gightfcs ws er. 
Bod 

"Ther. 1 have omited many fine and adm. 
Properties, I confeſs. But ſure T have not aan 
the principal and moſt diſtinguiſhing-. 

Aþp. You need not be diſpleaſed with Von 
It argues no Defect in your Diſſertation. The Cir- 
cumſtance I have in my View, could never be dif- 
covered, by following the Diſſecting- knife. It is 
learnt, not from Cbeſelen's Draughts, or the Table 
of Albinus; but from the Word: of Revelation. 
What T mean, is This The human Body was ex- 
alted to à moſt intimate and perſonal Union, with 
the etetnal 8S ON of GOD. He who decorated 
the Heaven with Stars, and crowned the Stars with 
Luſtre; HE vouchſafed to be made Fleſh , and un 

" Faſhion at a Mun f. Nay, this is, even 
pens the 9 - of that niajeſtic and adorable 
PERSON. He is clothed with our Nature; He 
wears our very Limbs ; and appears in che Dreſs of 
Humanity, even at the Right-hand of GOD, 1 
| 4. the Head of all me e Accel 
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* John i. 14. | + Phil, ll. 8. 
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a nuch gr 
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35 the Ro 
was mira 
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ering! the 
Dittinctie 


What chin Vou of another Privilege, mentioned 
by the Apoſtle? Your. Bodies are the Temple F the 
HOLY GHOST *," Not your Souls only, but 
your very ery Bodies, are the Shrine, in which the High 
md Holy ON E,. that inbabiteth Eternity, conde- 
ſcends to dwell. HE, who ſitteth detween the 
cherubim, and walketir in the Circuit of the Skies, 
is pleaſed to ſanckify theſe earthly. Tenements, and. 
to chooſe them for his own Habitation. Ts not this 
amuch grander Embelliſhment, chan all their match- 
leſs Contrivance and maſterly Workmanſfiip? Juſt 
2 the Rod which budded, and the Manna which 
"= miraculouſly preſerved ; the ſacred Oracle of 


„ ¶ß¶ũ/ 2 9 


ering! the Mercy-ſeat; were a much more eminent 
Diſtinction to Solomon's Temple, than the moſt 
heightened Beauties of Architecture. 

Nor muſt T omit the Dignity — the tanleertzene 
and amazing Di; gnity which is reſerved for theſe 
Syſtems" of *Flefts,. at the Reſurrection of the Juſt. 
They will then be refined and improved, into the 


Suyaſſing! whatever is reſplendent and amiable in 


ture. hey Will be purer than the unſpotted Fir- 
mment; brighter than the moſt brilliant Stars; 
nd, which exceeds all Parallel, which compre= 
bends all Perfection, they will be made like unto 
HRIST*: glorious Bedy . Like that incom- 
arably. glotious 8225 which the bleſſed FE SUS. 
Nor. A. E 2 | wears 


— 


1 10. ni. 10. # Phil, u. fl, 2, 
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Urim, and Dummim; with the Chud of Glory co- 


moſt perfect State, and the moſt beauteous Fo orm. 


the mol ornamental Appearances of material Na- 
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wears, in his celeſtial Kiogloms. * on his trium- 


phant Throne *. 


When We add all thefs 888 Fr baue | 


which are revealed in Scripture, to all thoſe inini- 
table Niceties, which are diſplayed by Anatomiſts, 
what Thankfulneſs, what GS can equal 
ſuch a Profuſion of F avours? Mn 


ien all thy Ee 0 my 0 OD, 
u riſing Soul ſurveys, * 
 Tranſported with the View I'm bot 
n Wander, Love, and Praiſe i, / 


- "This is a Circumſtance, rather intxpreſibly mar. 


vellous. Let the Chriſtian, who, like the Writer of this 


Note, languiſhes under a ſickly Conſtitution, think upon 
it with peculiar Attention, and with peculiar Pleaſure.— 


The Body of CHRIST is, if I miflake not, the nobleſ 


and moſt finiſhed Part of the material Creation. To have 
Formed it in the Womb of the Virgin, is, perhaps, the 
ſtrongeſt Proof of the Omnipotence and Divinity of the 


dleſſed SPIRI T.— This Body ſtands, as the Firſt-born in 


the Family of GOD, ofleſling the Excellency of Diga 
and the Excellency ot Power.—In the Mount of Tran: 

figuration, it ſhone like the Sun.“ To Saul, in bu 
Journey towards Damaſcus, it ſhone C above the Bright 
«© neſs of the Sun.” And who can tell how illuftriouſy 


it will ſhine; when the Man CHRIST JESUS comes 


in the Clouds of Heaven, and takes his Seat on the preat 
Tribunal? But this We can tell; of this We are ſure; 
that theſe Bodies of ours; _— now” (ala rue Tau 
og Phil. i iii. 21.) enfeebled b y Sickneſs, polluted by 
Sin, and ſoon to be degraded in the Duſt ; that theſe ver) 
Bodies will, at our REDEEMER's "Appearing, be 


exalted to the ſame State of Purity and Parfedion, the 


ſane Life of Immortality and Glory, with his own 
Bleſſed be GOD for this delightful Hope! No Reſts 
tative ſo Aerion, | No Cordial ſo foyereig. . 
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the Rain ceaſed. But the Heavens ſtill 
continued gloomy.— Towards Even 
ing, a gentle eaſtern Gale ſprung up; 
= which diſſipated the dead Calm, and 
cleared the Face of the Sky.— The Sun, which had 


i been muffled in Clouds, dropped the Veil. Diſen- 
- WY caped from the duſky Shroud, He ſhone forth with 
n. £:culiar Splendor. His Beams, endeared by their 


duced unuſual Gaiety. 
They walked alternately on the Terraces; one of 


guous to the Parterre. Where the Gales, impreg- 
nated with the freſbeſt Exhalations of Nature, breath- 
ed the Smell of Meads, and Fields, and Groves.— 
Or elſe, ſhaking the Cluſters of Roſes, and ſweep- 


Vdeurs through the Air. 
PF * +: — 
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late Suſpenſion, were doubly welcome, and pro- 
At this Juncture, Theron and Aſpaſis walked abroad. 


which was oppoſite to the Country, the other conti- 


ing the Beds of Fragrance, they flung Balm and 
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At a Diſtance, were heard tlie Bleatings of the 
Flock, mingled with the Lowings of the milky Mo- 


thers. While more melodious Muſic, warbled fron | 


the neighbouring Boughs, and ſpoke aloud the Joy 
of their feathered Inhabitants.—And not only ſpoke 
their Joy, but ſpread an additional Charm over all 
| the Landſcape. For, amidſt ſuch Strains of native 
| Harmony, the breathing Perfumes ſmell more ſweet; 
the ſtreaming Rills ſhine more clear; and the uni- 
verſal· Proſpect looks more gay. 

Then was experienced, what Milton fo dela 
| deſcribes; ; 


As when, from Mountain-tops the duſty Clouds 
Aſcending, "while the North Wind ſleeps,  erſpread 
-  Heav'n's chearful Face, the lowring Element 
* Scowls o'er the darken'd Landſcape Stow or be ur: 
If chance the radiant Sun with farewel Sweet 
. Extend his Evening Beam, the Fields revive, 
| The Birds their Notes renew, and bleating Herd: 
| Hirſt their Joy, that Hill and Fay int. 


A "With Wonder and Delig ht our 1 obſervel 
both the exquiſite r and the immenſe Mag 
nificence of Things. They were ſtruck with the 
moſt profound Veneration of that Almighty MA- 
JESTY ; who hung the Sun in Vaults of Azure, 
and clothed his Orb with Robes of Luftre: W hoſe 
Right-hand ſpanneth the Heavens *, and ſtretebetb then 
dut as a Tent, for innumerable Creatures, World, 
Syſtems to dibell i in f Charmed they were, 2 at the 
.  Confideration of the CRE AT O R's boundleſs Be- 
nefeence. Who lifts * = Light of his Counte- 


N nance, 


* Ifai. xlviii. 13. 4 Ifai. xl. 22. 
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nance, and Joy is ſhed; who opens his munificent 
Hand, and Plenty is poured, throughout all the 
Regions of the Univerſe. Inſomuch, that even 
| inanimate Beings ſeem to ſmile under a Senſe of 
the Bleſſings : and though they find not a Tongue 
to praiſe, yet ſpeak their Acclamatipns by their 


gladdened Looks. 


_ Ther. How very different, AIſpaſio, is this delight- 
ful Appearance of Things, from your ill-favoured 
Doctrine of original Guilt, and original Depravity ! 
Your Doctrine is a Contradiction to the Language 
of Nature. Nature ſays, through all her Works, 
That GOD is goed, and Men are made to be 
* happy.” Whereas, your Opinion would turn 
the whole World into a vaſt Hoſpital, and make 
every. individual Perſon, a Lepær or a Lazarus. 

Aſp. T Join with my Theron, and with univerſal 
Nature, in bearing witneſs to the Goodneſs of our 
GOD. And nothing, I am perſuaded, diſplays it 
more, nothing manifeſts ſo much, as the Doctrine | 
of our Fall in Adam, connected with our Recovery 
in CHRIST. Only! in one Particular I am obliged 
to diſſent. It is not my Opinion that would male, 
but the Sin of our Forefather which has made, the 
whole World an Infirmary, and erg individual 
Perſon a Leper. 

Ther, At this Rate, You would croud into that 
fingle AQ of Diſobedience, Evils more, numerous, 
and more fatal, than the Plagues which were lodged 
in Pandora's Box, or the Troops which were ſtowed 
in the Trojan Horſe. | | 

4ſp. Far, more numerous, 2 infinitely more 
pernicious.— The F able of Pandoras Box ſeems t 

5 5 3 17 Ns have 


a. a 
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have been a Shred. of the Doctrine, picked up by 
the Heathen Wits, and faſhioned according to their 
ſportive Fancy. This would, if there was any Oc. 
caſion for ſuch weak Aſſiſtance, bring in the Pagan 
Theology, as a ſubſidiary Evidence to our Cauſe, 


—The Trojan Horſe poured Ruin upon a ſingle 


City; but the primitive Tranſgreſſion entailed 
Miſery upon all Generations. 

Ther. You have advanced this heavy Charge pretty 
| ſtrenuouſiy, F muſt confeſs. © But without deſcend- 
ing to Facts, or appealing to Experience. All the 
Invectives are general and declamatory, none point- 
ing and particular. 

Afp. It is eaſy, my dear Friend, too ay to draw 
up a particular Bill of Indictment; and not only to 


55 ſpecify the Facts, but to demonſlrate” the Charge, 


Experience, ſad Experience will furniſh Us with 
Cloud of Witneſſes, and prove my Remonſtrance 
to be more than Invectives. | 

Were we to diſſect human Nature, as, in our lf 
| Conference; You treated the animal Syſtem, we 
ſhould find the Leproſy of Corruption, ſpreading 
itſelf through our whole Frame. For which Rez- 
ſon, it is ſtyled, by an inſpired Writer, „The Old 
cc Man *.“ Old; becauſe, in its Commencement, 
it was early as the Fall; and, in its Communica- 
tion to Individuals, is coeval with their Being.— 
Man; becauſe it has tainted the Body, infected the 
Soul, and diſordered the whole Perſon. 

St. Paul, deſcribing a profligate Converſation, 
| ſpeaks i in this remarkable Manner; fulfilling the De- 
fires of the Fleſh, and of the Mind f. By the Deſires 

of the Fleſh, He means thoſe ere Inclinations, 
| which 
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which correſpond with the animal Part of our Con- 
ſtitution. By the Deſires of the Mind, He denotes 
thoſe evil Propenſities, which are more immediately 
ſeated in the intellectual Faculties. And by both, 


He very ftrongly expreſſes the total e of 


our Nature. 

Ther. What You call ac Propenſities, I am ER 
to thinks are not really ſinful, but appointed for 
the Tryal of our Virtue. —Nay, ſince they are con- 
feſledly natural, they cannot be in themſelves evil. 
Becauſe, upon this Suppoſition, GOD, who is 


the Author of our Nature, would be the Author 


alio of our din. 
As. Then Lou! imagine, that Propenſities to Evil, 
are void of Guilt. This is the Popiſh Notion, but 
neither the Moſaic nor the Apaſtolic DoQrine.—In 
the Law of Moſes it is written, Thou ſhalt not covet *. 
The Divine LEGISLATOR prohibits, not only 
the iniquitous Practice, but the evil Deſire.— The 
Apoſtle gives it in charge to the Coloſſians, Mortis 


your Members, which are upon the Earth; Fornication, 


Uncleanneſs, inordinate Acsßtection, and, which is the 
Source of all, evil Concupiſcence f. Now, muſt not 
that be ſinful, which is contrary to G O D's holy 
Nature, and a Tranſgreſſion of his holy Law? Can 


that be free from Guilt, which We are commanded | 
to mortify ? Which, if not mortified, denominates 
Us Children of Diſobedience, and FU Us to 


the Wrath of GOD? 

Though theſe Propenſities are confeſſedly natu- 
ral, they may be evil notwithſtanding. The ſacred 
Writers repreſent what is natural, as contrary to 
what is ſpiritual. Inſtead of commending it, as 


8 innocent; 


1 Exod, XX, 17. 8 ; 4; Col. liz. © 1 Col. 152 6. 
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innocent; they condemn. it, as fooliſþ * *, baſe "0 


and criminal 1.—Neither does. this make the AU. 
THOR of our Nature, the Author of our Sin. 
But it proves, that our Nature has. ſuſtained a de- 
ſtructive Blaſt: that it is quite different from its 


original State: that, what is ſpoken of the Irael- 


itiſb People, is applicable to the human Race; | 
planted Thee a noble Vine, whally a right Seed: bow 


then art Thou turned into the degenerate Plant of a 


ftrange Vine 2 | 

However, let Us chere your Propoſal : dwell 
no longer on general Hints, but deſcend to a parti- 
cular Examination. As our Examination will chiefly 


reſpect the Soul, let me engines What are ber prin- 


cipal F aculties | . 

Ther. The Under flanding, the Will, and the Af- 
feftions, Theſe are the moſt diſtinguiſhing Powers, 
which that Queen of the human Qeconomy retains 
in her Service. Theſe, like the ſeveral Diſtribu- 
tions of ſome ample River, run through the whole 
Man; to quicken, fertilize, and enrich all his Con- 
verſation.— But You repreſent them bitter, as the 


Waters of Marah; unwholeſome, as the Streams 


of Jericho; noxious, as the Pottage e for 
the Sons of the Prophets. 


Aſp. Nor is this a e on. Yor, ſuch 
they. really are; till divine Grace, like Moſes's 


Wood $, like Eliſpa's Salt 4, or the Meal ** caſt 
in by that holy Man of GOD, frvceten them, heal 


them, and render their Operations ſalutary. 
The Underſtanding claims our firſt Regard.— 
This, however e to ſores: the 1 of ct- 


vil - 


7 . 1 Cor. ii, 2 — + 2 Pet. ii. 12. Eph. ii. 4 
| I Jer. H. 21. & Exod, xv. 25. © | Kings Th 
21, 22. | 


2 Kings iv. 41. 
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DIALOGUE XIII. 233 
vil Life, is unable to diſcover the Truths, in which 
Wiſdom conſiſts; or to form the Tempers, from 
which Happineſs flows. | 
Let Us take our Specimen, not from the uncul- 
tivated Savages of Afric, but from the politeſt Na- 
tion in Europe. The Grecians piqued themſelves on 
their intellectual Accompliſhments. They termed. 
all the reſt of Mankind Barbarians. Yet, even theſe 
Sons of Science, profeſſing themſelves wiſe, were, in 
Fact, egregious Fools *.—Not to enumerate the 
ſhocking Immoralities, which the Poets aſcribed to 
their Deities, ” Not to inſiſt upon the groſs Idola- 
tries, which the common People practiſed in their 
Worſhip. Even their Philoſophers, the moſt im- 
proved and penetrating Geniuſes, were unacquainted 
with the very fir Principle + of true Religion. Even 
they could not pronounce, with an unfaultering 
Tongue f, That GOD is ons,” “ 
; Ther. 


1 „ | 
+ The firſt of all the Commandments is, Hear, O Iſrael, 
The LORD our GOD is one LORD; and Thou 
Halt love the LORD, &c. Mark xii. 29. From which 
it appears, that the Unity of the GOD HEAD, is the 
Foundation of all the divine Commandments, and of 
all human Worſhip. That it is impoſſible to give the 
LORD the Honour due unto his Name, unleſs We re- 
gard Him as the Poſſeſſor of all Perfection; to whom no 
"OE equal, or ſecond, or in any Degree comparable. 
1 Unfaultering—For though, in Plato's Book of Laws, 
We meet with e ©:;—Ts Or Ot again and again; 
yet He ſoon departs from this /ound Speech, and relapſes 
into the Language of Idolatf r. | | 
A learned and ingenious Friend, would fain have So- 
crates exempted from this Charge.—I wiſh, I could gra- 
1 his benevolent Temper, and ſpare that amiable Phi- 
loſopher. But, however juſtly He may expreſs Himſelf | 
on tome Occaſions, at other Times He wavers ; He evi- 
25 | 1 dently 
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_ © Ther, With regard to the Philoſophers, the Pre- 


ä judices of a wrong Education, might pervert their 


Judgment; or, in compliance with the prevailing 

Mode, they might adopt Cuſtoms, and aſſent to 

Notions, which they did not thoroughly approve. 
Ap. A poor Compliment this to their Integrity! 


Had I been their Advocate, methinks, I would have 


given up the Sagacity of my Clients, rather than their 
Fidelity to the Cauſe of GOD and of Truth. 


With reference to the ſupreme GOOD, they 


were equally at a loſs. There's not one among all 
the inferior Creatures; not even the crawling 


dently revolts; and is moſt pitiably inconſiſtent with | 


Himſelf.,—Even in his excellent Conference with Ariſo- 
daumus, where He argues admirably well for the Eæiſfence, 
He cannot ſteadily adhere to the Unity of the GOD- 
'_ HE AD:—Nay; in his laſt folemn Apology before his 
E He publicly renounces the Truth; declares, that 
e worſhipped thoſe Gods, which were acknowledged 
by his Countrymen; worſhipped them, and no other; 
on the ſame Feſtivals, at the ſame Altars, and in the 
ſame (idolatrous) Manner.—No other: theſe are his Words, 
Ole ae iſoſe li Alog, xa; Hag, xai 7 2 elo Ow, gl; 
Hoa rio Kao Azam, gs ou, gle Vopr Gur ang; Org; d 
m. SOC RAT. Memor. Lib. I. c. i. Set. 11, 24. 
Let none conclude, from this or any other Paſſage, 
That We would conſign over all the Heathens to Dam- 
nation. This is as far from our Intention, as it is foreign 


to the Argument. We are only like Witneſſes, ſummon- 


ed to give in our Evidence. From which it appears, 
that the very beſt among the Gentiles, were ignorant of 
the true GOD; or, if ey kneab Him, in any Degree, 
they glorified Him not as GOD; but became wain in their 
Imagination, and vile in their Worſhip. —Whether they 
ſhalf obtain Mercy, or which of them ſhall be Objects of 
tvine Clemency, is left /olely to the Determination 
their ſupreme, unerring, righteous JUDGE: 


Xe neſerum eff tantas componere Lites. Vine 
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DIALOGUE NI. 235 
Worm, or the buzzing Fly; but perceives what is 
beneficial, and purſues it; diſcerns what is pernicious, 
and avoids it. Yonder Caterpillar, whoſe Nouriſh- 
ment is from one particular Species of Vegetables, 
never makes a wrong Application to another: never 
is allured by the Fragrance of the Auricula, or 
dazzled by the Splendor of the Tulip; but con- 
ſtantly diſtinguiſhes, and as conſtantly adheres to 
the Leaf, which affords her the proper Food. So 
ſagacious are the meaneſt Animals, with relation fo 
their reſpective Happineſs! While the moſt cele- 

brated of the Heathen Sages were, on a Subject of 
the very fame Import, mere Dotards. Varro reckons 
up no leſs than two hundred and eighty-eight dif- 
ferent Opinions, concerning the true Good; and 
not one of them dexives it from the true Source. I 
mean a Conformity to the ever- bleſſed GOD, and 
an Enjoyment of his infinite Perfections. | 
If, on theſe leading Points, they were ſo erroneous; 
no Wonder, that they were bewildered in their other 
Reſearches. No Wonder, that, being thus fool, 
they were alſo diſobedient; that, having leſt * their 
May to Happineſs, they took every Deceiver for a 
Guide, and ſerved divers Luſfls and Pleaſures. 


Ther. We are not enquiring into the Circum- 
ſtances of this or that particular Nation; but into 
the State of Mankind in general. | 3 

App. Caſt your Eye, Theron, upon thoſe Swallows. 
They ſhoot themſelves, with ſurpriſing Rapidity, 
N 8 through 
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* Tz. iii. 3. The Original is . The Caſe. 
of the Grecians and Romans was touched upon, pag. 120. 
But the true Deciſion of this Enquiry, and the true Cha- 
racter of thoſe People, may be ſeen, Rom. i. 21, 22, &c. 
to the End of the Chapter. 5 
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236 DIALOGUE XIII. 
through the Air: I ſhould take them for ſo many 
living Arrows, were it not for their ſhifting, wind. 
ing, wanton Motions.—Are not theſe what You 
call Birds of Paſſage? 

Ther. Theſe, and ſome other of the feathered 
Race, are our conftant Viſitants in Summer ; but 
leave Us, at the Approach of Winter. As ſoon as 


the Weather becomes cold, they aſſemble themſelves 


in a Body ; and concert Meaſures, for their Depar- 
ture. M bo convenes the Aſſembly hat Debates 
ariſe—Or boo they communicate the Reſolution 
taken -I do not preſume to ſay. This is certain, that 
not one of them diſlodges, till the Affair is ſettled, 
and the Proclamation has been publiſhed. Not 2 
fingle Loiterer is to be ſeen, when the Troops are 
preparing for their Decampment ; nor a ſingle Strag- 
gler to be found, when they have once begun their 
March. Having finiſhed their Journey through the 
Land, their Wings become a ſort of Sails *; and 
they launch, though not into, yet over the Ocean. 
Without any Compaſs, to regulate their Courſe ; or 


any Chart, to make Obſervations in their Voyage; 


they arrive fafely at the deſired Shore. And what 


zs ſtill more extraordinary, they "—_— find the 


readieſt Way, and the ſhorteſt Cut. | 
Ap. The Stork in the Heavens knoweth her POET 


Times: and the Turtle, and the Crane, and the Swal- 


tow, obſerve the Time of their Coming : but my People 
now nat the Fudgment of their GOD +. The young 
Ones of thoſe Birds perceive, how abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary it is, to forfake the Land of their Nativity, and 
travel in queſt of milder Climes. But our Offspring, 

_ when 9 Minds begin to opens are brutiſh in 


v.06 | 
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their Knowledge *. Born they are, and too long con- 
tinue, lite the wild Aſg's Colt + Not only quite deſ- 
titute of heavenly wiſdom, but ſtupid to apprehend 
it, and averſe to receive it. As ſoon as they are born, 
they go aſtray, and— 5 Þ. 5 


Wer. Go aftray—To what is this owing, but to 
the bad Examples they behold? They catch the 


wayward. Habit, from the irregular Converſation 
—A. 2 oi 5 3:20 rr RS 
App. Is not this a Confirmation of my Point? 
Why are they yielding Clay to each bad Impreſ- 
fion ?—Caſe-hardened Steel to every edifying Appli- 


cation? To do Miſchief, to be proud of their Ap- 
parel, to ſeek Revenge ||, they are not teachable 


only, but ſelf-taught. Whereas, if You would 
affect them with a Senſe of divine Things, or bring 


them acquainted with GOD their Maker; Line 


muſt be upon Line, Line upon Line: Precept maſt be 
upon Precept, Precept upon Precept : Here a little, 


 ® Jer. x. 14. 


| 4 Jeb xi.12. How keenly is this Compariſon point- 


ed !—Like the 4/'s, an Animal remarkable for its Stu- 
pidity, even to a Proverb.—Like the 's Colt, which 
muſt be ſtill more egregiouſly ſtupid than the Dam.—Like 
the wild A/s's Colt, which is not only blockiſh,, but ſtub- 
born and intractable; neither poſſeſſes valuable Qualities 
by Nature, nor will eafily receive them by Diſcipline.— 
The Image, in the Original, is yet more ſtrongly touch- 
ed. The comparitive Particle /;4e is not in the Hebrew; 
born a wild 4js's Colt; or, as We ſhould ſay in Egli, 
a mere wild, &C. © „„ Th | 
I Cereus in Vitium flecti. | 


1 This is evident, from the Succeſs of u Method, R. 


quently but injudiciouſly uſed to quiet Children. The 
Method I mean, of beating the Thing, which has raiſed 
their Indignation. 8 „ 
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2386 DTLALOGUE XIII. 
and there a little . What farther corroborates my 
Sentiment, is, That all theſe tender Toils of Eru- 
dition are generally unwelcome; are too often un- 
ſucceſsful; nay, will always be ineffectual, with- 
out the Concurrence of Almighty Grace. 
HgBeſides, Theron, if this Propenſity to Evil be ob- 
ſervable in all Children, it ſeems more than probable, 
that the unhappy Bias is derived from their Parents, 
rather than catched from their Neighbours ; and 
owing, not-to the Influence of external Examples, 
but to a Principle of internal Corruption . Neglect 
the Education of Children, and Vou are ſure to have 
their Manners evil, their Lives unprofitable. Nay, 
only remit your Endeavours, and they loſe what has 
been gained: they ſtart aſide, like a broken Bow f. 
And wherefore this? Why do they not, without the 


Rules 
„4 great 2 has laid down che following Rule, to 


be obſerved in fine Writing; | 


*Trs not enough no Harſhneſs gives Offence, 

T he Sound muſt be an Echo to the Senſe. 
. 55 Porz E/ay on Criticiſm. 
Never was this delicate Maxim more nicely exemplified, 
than in the above-cited Paſſage of 1/aiab, Chap. xxviil. 
13.—Another Inſtance of the ſame kind occurs in the 


ſeventh Verſe. Where the Language ſeems to mimic the 


reeling, ſiraggling, giddy Motions of a Drunkard': while i 
iterates and reiterates the Idea; expreſſes the ſame Thing, 
in a different and ſtill different Manner; with an appa- 
Words. C238 HR =" 
+ St. Paul confeſſes, that He and his Fellow-ſaints 
were, in their unconverted State, depraved : and this, not 
Aa n eki, by Cuſſtom or Habit, but von, by Nature. 


Eph. ii. 3. 


Damnatos, fixa & mutari neſtia. 


rent, and, in this Caſe, a ſignificant Circumrotation of 


Ad Moves Matura recurrit * | 
Juvx. 


will it 
Grow 
can t. 
Wiſh 
percei 
nated 
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Rules of Diſcipline or Leſſons of Inſtruction, ſpan- 
taneouſiy addict themſelves to the Exerciſe. of every 
Virtue? Juſt as the Cygnets, in yonder Canal, ſpon- 


taneouſly take to the Element of Tens and -the 
Att of Swimming. | 


That Bed, in the Garden before Us, wil ſure 
the Reaſon. , It has been digged and dreſſed this very 
Day. It now lies ſmooth and clean. Not a ſingle 
Weed appears on its Surface. Yet, how certainly 
will it, in a very little Time, produce a plenteous 
Growth of thoſe vegetable Nuiſances ?—Whence 
can this proceed? No Hand will ſow them. No 
Wiſh will invite them. But the Seeds, though un- 


perceived by any Eye, are already there. Diſſemi- 
nated by the Winds, they have mixed themſelves 
with the Mold, and are ſunk into the Soil —S$0 


jult ſo, it is with our Children. The Seeds of Ini- 


quity are within * them; and, unleſs proper Dili- 


gence be exerted by Us, unleſs gracious Aſſiſtance 
de vouchſafed from above, they will aſſuredly ſpring 
up; over-run their Souls; and 1 — their 
Lives. | | | 


Ther, Let Us feand hs Children, and make Mer 


the Subject of our Enquiry. 


_ Aſp. In this Reſpect, Theron, 
| Men are but Children of a larger Growth. L 
We may leave the Veſt or Hanging- -ſleeve Coat, but 


. We Gull Rill da ahe Follies: of the Child, In 


Youth, 


Whoever thookes to examine th Seeds, the poiſon- 
ous Seeds, which are lodged in this Nurſery of all Evil, 
1 {ce a Sample of them in our L OR D's- Deſeription. 

Mark vii. 20, 21, 22, 23. Where He characterizes the 
Heart, not barely of the hypocritical Phariſee, or the 
abandoned Publican, but o Mankind: in * 
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24% DIALOGUE XL 
Youth, whatt low Ambition, and Fondneſs for deſpi- 
cable Pleaſures.— In Manbood, what a keen Purſuit 
of tranſitory Wealth; yet What a cold Inattention 
to GOD and Holineſs Men, and Men too of 
enlarged Underſtanding, whoſe: Penetration on 
other Subjects, is piercing as the Eagle's Sight, 
are; on the moſt menen ns. * as = 
incaverned Mole. 
Wer. What! ietbe Uaberttan dig like hem 
dim-ſighted Animal, when lodged in her darkeſt Re- 
tirement ? That ſublime Faculty of the Soul; which 
lends her Eye to all the reſt ; fits at the es. and 
directs their Motions ! 1954} 

Ap. Lou ee 1 prefuake "ang beauriful 
Paſſage: in Milton *; which Mr. Aaddiſon ſo highly 
admires, and ſo judiciouſly illuſtrates. The Paſſage 
I mean, where the Archangel Jdichaet comes down, 
to advertiſe Adam of future. Events, and 10 execute 
the Sentence of divine Juſtice. 
Der. 1 remember it perfectly well n OD Eaſt, 
the great Light of Day lies under an Eclipſe. In 
the Weſt, a bright Cloud deſcends, more luminous 
than the Sun itſelf. The whole Theatre of Nature 
88 darkened, that this gloriqus Machine may appear 
in all its Magnificence and Beauty;—From this 
radiant Meteor, the Patentate of Heaven alights ; 
and advances, with a majeſtic 8 to meet 
Adam. 


Ap. Should Vou few ſuch un auguſt Plenikage; 
alighting from his ſplendid Chariot, and walking 
amidft the thronged Streets of a.City.?—Should You 
behold every One intent upon his Buſineſs or Diver- 

ions; RES with no Awe 7 paying no reverential 


ny” 
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Regard to this celeſtial Vifitant; what would Vou 
ian? 

Ther. 1 ſhould etl ſulpect, chat ſome 3 
rior Power had drawn a Veil over their Sight, and 
hid this wonderful Spectacle from their View. 

Ip. Such is really the Caſe with all Mankind by 
Nature, and with the Generality of People, yh 
their whole Life. GO, the infinitely great 
G0, is in every Place. Yet how few advert to 


his Preſence - All Nature exhibits Him to their 
Senſes; yet, perhaps, He is not in any of their 


Thoughts. 

The Sun, clothed in tranſcendent Brightneſs, 
moſt illuſtriouſſy diſplays: his MAK E R's Glory. 
The Moon, though dreft in fainter Beams, has 
Luſtre enough to ſhew Us the adorable DEITY, 
and his marvelous Perfections. The Stars, fixed as 
they are at an unmeaſurable Diſtance, and leſſened 


almoſt to a Point, come in with their Evidence, 
and magniſy their CREATOR to a gazing but 


unaffected 'World.- 

The Air whiſpers his Clemency i in the gentle, the 
refreſhing Gales-of Spring. If We take-no Notice 
of this ſoft perſuaſive Addreſs, the Tone is elevated 3 


the Majeſty of JEHOVAH- ſounds: aloud, in roar- 


ing Winds, and rending Storms. Yet both Expe- 


| dients- fail; Man is like the deaf Adder, that 
ſtoppeth her Ears. He refuſeth to hear the Voice 


of the Charmers, n "—_— never ſo e, ne- 
ver ſo/forcibly, - 

Each Flower, i in Beauty, and breathing 
Perfume, courts our Affections for its infinitely ami- 
able AUT H OR. Not a Bird that ſings among 


the Branches, nor à Brook that murmurs over the 
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Pebbles, bat invites but Praiſe, or chides our In- 
Lrzätitüde.— All che Clafles of Fruits depoſit thei 
KAtteſtatien on 61 r Palätes, yet ſeldom reach 'our 
Hes. They give Us Tree br the divine Be- 
nignity 4 Pf 5 „ 48 ne) og is ann 
ate len . 222 ee 
| In ſhort; the whole Creation is a Kind of mag. 
nifteent Embaſſy from its Almighty LORD; de. 
FT} puted to proclaim his Excellencies, and demand our 
| Homage. Yet, who has not diſregarded the former, 
| and with- held the latter? How Few walk, as ſee- 
| ing HIM that is inviſible, or have Fellowſhip with 
the FATHER of Spirits? Though, to walk be- 
fore Him, is our higheft Dignity ; and to ur Fel 
owdup with Him, is our only Felicity? 
Der. This is owing to [nattention, Ane its 
any Blindneſs or Defe& in Man's Underſtanding, 
The many Works of Genius, which have been pro- 
duced in various Ages, are an abundant Proof of his 
intellectual Capacity.—Have not the Seas been tra. 
verſed, and the Skies meaſured? Has not the Earth 
been difemboiweted of its choĩceſt Freaſures; 5 While 
its Surface is beautified with Towns, Cities, Pi- 
laces, innumerable ? What fine Arts are invented 
and exerciſed; and to what a Pitch of Perfection are 
they carried? Arts that ſeem, if not to exceed, 1 
leaſt to rival Nature. It was the Underſtanding, 
ich formed all theſe great Deſigns. It was the 
Underſtanding, which contrived a Means, and 
: conducted the Execution. And are not hefe u un- 
— 2 able Evidences of her y ſuperior Abi 
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5 7 "Then the is lite Kit great Empreſs; be 
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Hin Who extends her Regulations, into foreign 
Climes, while;hen domeſtic Aff e are inyolyed. in 
— Mou dont the Fey of this Re- 


be Fryths. Hex deſultery, h ow. A e are 
your 


houghts ?— Charge them to, be collected. 
Thaydifobry your Orders. Rally the undiſeiplined 


Vagrantz. ( Agein they deſert, the Taſk. —Exert all 


yaur-Powery and Keep. them cloſe to their Buſineſs. 
Still, they clude your Endeavours. , , 

The. other Nay N 1 could not forbear ſmiling, 8 — 
little Adv nturę of your youngeſt Son's. Some Duck 
bende Which happened to be ſpilt upon the Floor, 
panted into ſeveral Globules. The ſhining Balls look- 
ed ſo prettily, he longed to make t them his own,, But 

when he offered to take them up, they ſlipt from his 


Hand. As often as he; renewed, the Attempt, ſo 


often, He met with a Diſappointment. The cloſer 


He ſtrove to graſp; them, the more ſpeedily they 


eſcaped. from his Fingers. He ſeemed, at firſt, to 
ed; then became quite angry, that the little 
Fugitives, ſhould ſo conſtantly baffle his repeated Et- 
forts,+T'bus, anageable I very often find my 


xcearding to the original Creation- L 
ME apply; Qurſelves, to converſe with the cyctlaſt- 
ing-GOD in Prqyer. Here, One would expect to 


have the Thoughts all Clearneſs, and all Compoſure. 


But Riepe J/7 ge no i/uffcient. gf. Het ta think 
a Thing, as, af Qurſelues ., All thoſe, ho ly. Ideas, 
which create Hy 

lieben Love, come from thi the F A ATHER. of Lights. 
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M 8 ry 2 Cor. 1 Ill, 3. 
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on, Thoughts. If yours fare under na better Regi- | 
men, this may convince Us. both, that all f 18 not 


everence, or Ls Faith, & 
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2% DTALOGUE NMI. 
Slduld HE withtlraw His Influence, all will be 
dull, and dark; and dead It may be, We are 
ſomewhat enlivened in this ſacred Exerciſe; before 
We are aware; perhaps in the very Midſt of the ſo- 
lemn Office, our Attention is di Dhαỹdd; and not 
diſſipated only; but ſcatterad to the Endꝭ of the Earth. 
Nhe GOD of all Glory is forſaken, and the De- 


votion paid to ſome ſenſeleſs Foppery. A Malefac- 


tor, begging his Lift at the Knees of his Sovereign; 
and Aifopetinuing is Suit, i in Adee tocarefga 1 


theVanity which attends ———— e 
Reaſon, which ought to correct theſe Irregularities, 
is treated like the incredulous Lordi; who, inſtead of 
gontrouling the rr 
their Impetuoſity, and trodden under Foot . 
dince then the Reins are ſtruck out of our Hands, 
and We have loſt the Rule over our own Faculties; 
ſutely, We are in à State different, very different 
from our primitive Conſtitutio?n˖ on 


-: Ther: However inſenſible to refined Speculation, 


the Underſtanding; when /zteref is in the Caſe, is 
-appreherifive nag. % ofdy rr: 
Ap. In temporal 4, not in ſpiritual Affairs. 
will ſuppoſe Him at the Sea- ſide Within a fmall 
Difſtance of the Veſſel, on which a conſiderable Part 
of his Subſtance is embarked. We will ſuppoſe the 
Veſſel in the utmoſt Diſtreſs; ready to founder with 
her Leaks, or to ſtrike upon the Rocks. If be diſ- 
covers no Sign of ane — 
yore atgsgties 227 e meh rows to from 
24 MK Fit} 
| 514 3051 95 A 
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from the Country makes no Effort to ſaus the 
Crewy and ſecuretthe Cargo; would You hot think 


himobereaved off his: Underſtanding; ur deprived of 


his Sight?+»C6uld You conceiue amore favourable 


Opinion of his Eyes or his Intellect ? If, inſtead of 
trying every Method to prevent a Shipwreck, He 
ſhould amuſe Himſelf with picking Sl from the 
Ocean, or drawing Figures on the Sand? 
We, and every Gne of our F $a have 
an Intereſt in Jeopardy, unſpeakably more precious, 
than all the rich Lading of a thouſand Fleets. Our 
Souls, our immortal Souls, are expoſed, every Day, 


every Hour, to the Peril of everlaſting Deſtruction. 


Every Temptation is threatening to their endleſs 
Welfare, as a Ridge of craggy Rocks to a Ship 
that drives before the ſtrongeſt Gale. Vet, how 
unconcerned are Mankind? Where is their holy 
Fear? Where their godly Jealouſy? Where their 
wakeful Cireumſpection? Rather, what a gay Inſen- 
ſibility is obſervable in their Behaviour? Or elſe, 
what a Jrfeleſs For mality prevails in their Supplica- 
tions:?} Their Supplications to that Almighty. BE- 
ING, who alone is able to ſave and to deſtroy.— 
Was not the human Underſtanding both darkened 
aid beſotted, We ſhould ſee our Neighbours, We 
.lhould feel Ourſelyes awakened, into much the ſame 
eatneſt Solicitude, as the Diſciples expreſſed; when, 
perdeiying the Waves poiſtrous, and their Bark ſink- 


ing, they oried z LORD] (Save Us! Mie periſp ! 


But alas in Things of an unſren Nature, though 
-of:6terdal:Carſequence, Inter, that habitual Dar- 
ling of every Heart, loſes its engaging Influence. 
Nay; when Eternity, all important Eternity is at 


as Even wa Elantra is ſcarce any lopger "8 
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govetnli 8 Prihciple. WHA ein be more deplor: 
ble ?. nd if We adiiit fo the octrine of ori- 
ginaf orr! ption, wh at fo unaccol table? 
FI Thich Th mul Af 15 ie) with regard 
" de uschi ee, F. them! may be ac- 
ms emark 6f l 722 Who, When 
ie _ ſome 7 Pots emales,” Bos ing Apes in their 
inte 0 Pann "af ook or ie Courtiers; 
ce Wonelt Of ne Cntries ns Children, 
os jAt- they ate o, fon a of fach deſpicable Ani. 
eats WP ie Vülgat are folftmerſed in ſeculir 
Els that "Ons might indeed bE edpted to alk; 
e of rec 0 Shui Ut Biiyih ng ad 
ja Selling, Eat and Drinkihg, engroſs their 
© whole CSB rn! 8 Bü Ferien of Rink and 
| 2 " RON km 1 AiniGre'ehaltka Manner. * 
2 T4 Ap. "Ds you the en ima. id, that an Elevation of 
Circumſtance { ts the By colt en Thin 85 
ie gar, 
W in a Weil Pente Gold, 1 beni eve, ib Hefe 
Ks ely | to increaſe, than to difſip ate, a on die 
intellectual Faculties. Apund aflce of Pbffemtons, 
inſtea bf difcngag Zing the Heart, faften fe More in- 
'ſeparably to the 13 "Eyen fup eff Attalnftelts 
in Teantig, itn 5 1 an critted by Glack, erb e vill 
to render the Owner Wesen more refined in his 
Follies, dr vainiy to puff up his: fleſhly Mind *. — But 
"Comp rig! Ins, rf Vid Gade ef Man- 
kind, are as Alete z 2s they a are : nvidious. / None, 


in either Condition, attend to the Things which 
"make f. for eh mt till they are awakened T 
their Lethargy; y che Aulckening 8 PTRTT' o 
CHRIST. And ker By 5 ee hut. ob- 
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ſerve * 8 of med remaining Blind- 
neſs. anmaholt | 


How apt are ſuch Perſons to miſtake the Way of 


Salyation?, To place their own Works for a Foun- 


dation of Hope, inſtead of CHRIS T, the Rock of | 


Ages ? Thinking, by their own Performances to 
win, not ſeeking from unmerited Grace to receive, 
the Inheritance of eternal Glory. Which is more 
abſurdly vain, than to offer Toys as an Equivalent 
for Thrones; or to dream of purchaſing Diadems 
with a Mite.—They are alſo prone to miſapprehend 

the Nature of Holineſs, Are zealous to regulate 
| the external Conduct, without attending to the Re- 
| novation of. the Heart : in outward F Orms - elabo- 
_ mates; with reſpe& to inward Sanctity, leſs if it all 
exact. A Labour juſt as prepoſterous, as to ſkin 
over the Surface of a Wound, while it feſters at the 
Bottom, and conſumes the Bone. 

_ Give me Leave to aſk, Theron; When our ir LORD 
geclares, Unleſs a Man be born again, He cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven * when He ſpeaks of 
eating bis. Fleſh, and drinking his Blood + : when You 
hear or read of Union with the bleſſed FE SUS, 
or Communion with the moſt high GOD: : is there 
n 2a pod, if not total Darkneſs 8 Gn your Mind t? 

| —How 


bo ef I 


CARS 


uf * \ Jobn 5 Finz. - Jab 4 


1 With regard to the Myſteries of CHR To the | 


To Proficients are but Obtuſe acuti, Dull even in 
their Acuteneſs.— What ſays the wiſe Agur? An invalu- 
able Fragment of whoſe Works, is preſerved: in the 


Book of Proverbs. . Surely, I am more brutiſh than any Man, 


_ and have not the Underſtanding of a Man: even though the 
followj ing Verſes beſſ ry the w_ ſingular Elevation and 
Extent of his Knowledge. Prov. xxx. 2. —Conformably 
to the Experience of is excellent Man, I have always 

| PEE | obſerved, 
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How erroneous Was the P/almif himſelf, in his 
udgment concerning the, divine Diſpoſals? 6, 
yy, was I and ignonant, euem as. were a Beaſt, or 
a the verieſt Beaſt, befare, Three f. I he Voice of 


* 


Experience thereſorę will atteſt} hat the Word of 


Revelation has averred That the natural Man, be 


Dis intellectual Abilities ever ſo pregnant, or ever 


ſo improved, . cannot know the: Things of the $ PIRIT 
of GOD + : He has no Sight to diſcern their Beauty; 


no Taſte to reliſh their Sweetneſs. Nay, though 


2 


— 


Cop tian oil i053 HOT693 172% 
\ * 1 — 


D e they 


obſerved, that the ore enlightened People are, the more 
they lament their Ignorance; the more they pant after a 
continual. Progreſs in heavenly: Knowledge; the more 


comprehenfible GO PD, and his. tranſcendently rich 
Grac in CHRIST +£ 3. 4 e Pr 


they pray for clearer, fill. clearer Manifeſtations of the 


>a hbbſtion; whetkes Apaſio's Tranſlation comes fully 
up to the 


Farticle is omitted in the Hebrew. i; As ſoftens and palli- 


deepeſt Senſe of his Ignorance, ſays, 7 was a Bea,, yea 


he weng Bea, IIA, Pfal. boi. 22. —In 'Figites 


_equally. ſtrong, and equally abaſing, is this Blindneſs of 
our fallen Nature deſcribed, by the Writers of the Nen 
| Teſtament. Men, in their natural Stats, are Children 


of cAarkngſ5 3) nurſed up by Ignorance, and totally fab. 
Ject to ite Influence. 1 The v. 5. They alk in 


Darkneſs; it is the very Element, in which they lire 


and move. John xii. 38. Nay; they are not only i! 
Di Dae”; elf . by 8 Their Souls 

; vhich Fob, with Tuch inimitable 
rg, feſcribes 3) and of Darkni/, gloomy and hot: 
e 4 the, Shadow. of Death; where all is Confuſion, 


932 2 


11 


chen any Order; and the wery Light, or that which 
aftidate the diſtal Shades, , . Bla, 
Darda. Job x. 22. Let me cloſe my Note, with the 


ſhould SHami 


c2ndid. but weighty Sentence, which cloſes Xenophor's 
Hiſtory of Cyrus. EI os Tig Thi, 51408 /IWOREs, Ta iſſa TW 
Ty ETITKOF Wy,  EUpNoEs ala pepuperla, 70% org Roſarg, 
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they are che pureſt Light; and the moft perfect Wil. | 
dom, to Him they appear, not N Uark and ob- 
ſcure, but even Fookſhnefs 1tſelf. IS | 
Would this be the Caſe; if the Undettandin ng was 
ot greatly depraved Should it be difficult for y 

Far, to diſtinguiſſi the Diverfity of Sounds; or for 
jour Eye, to diſcern the Variety of Colburs; Would 
You not conclude, that the rr were very much 


| inbaird s- 0 lg ON 2f „ 
5 Aveo ol en eee of ite: 07 1388 8 ON 
ö Der. 1 think, You have KT Pt n 
, ng, as Zopyrus ſerved his own Body *,.when he went 
y over tothe Enemy. Bo You, intend to mangle che 
re other F aculties, at the ſame unmerciful Rate? 

* Hp. That Nobleman made the Wounds,” which 
h disfigured his Fleſh.” ' THave.only projed the Sores) 
1 which were found in;the Underſtanding.) If I have 
5 touched the Quick, and put he Patient to Pain, it 
i is only - to facilitate the Operation of Medicine, and 
he ne for for a Cure.— But permit me to aſk, Where 
wi un dees a K E Excellency of the human ill conſiſt? 
af 3 the Guidance of Reaſon, and 


ſubriitting/to the Influence of proper 5 Authority. 
5 y he Will, * fear, rejects the, Gaveramtnt | 


FR Aon; — it is undeniably certain, that it re 
ire bels againſt the Authority of GO 

in Caſt your Eye upon that Team. of "Horſes, es; - * ; 
1 which yon er | ORE 1s ploughing his fallow” 
of Ground. No leſs than ſive of thoſe robuſt Animals 


ion, are linked together, x and yield their ſubmiſſive Necks 
cl to the Draught. They, have. more. Strength than 
147 twenty Men, yet are managed by a ſingle Lud. Jab 
15 not (only Kan in awe of, the fondly TOE e to 

1 TW | 8 . : 


* \ . by 
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Voice of their Driver. They turn to the Right. Fre 


handler to the Lefezr they quicken their: Pace, or iy | 
ſtop ort in the Furrow; at the bare Intimation of dort 
his Pleafure.— Are Ve equally obedie nt to the Calls, den 90 
to the EK hortations, the expreſs: Injunctions of our The! 
heavenly LORD The bleſſed FESUS. ſpoke ür a 
at the Beginning, and the World was made. He Mint 
ſpeaks by his Providence, and the Univerſe is upheld, ſelves; 
When He ſhall ſpeak at the laſt Day, the Heavens tene; 
will paſs away, and the Earth be diſſolved. Vet He lboſe 
fpeaks to Usb in hit divine Word, and We turn z precau 
deaf Ear to his Addreſs. He ſpeaks in tender Ex- the 8k 
poſtulations; and no Melting of Heart enſues. He even v 
ſpeaks in precious Promiſes, and no ardent Defires ; Ib. 
Ark enkindled.— The Will, which, in theſe Caſes, Oppor 
"ought to be turned as Max to the Seal, . nity. 
and inflexible; as an iron Sinio. | Perſons 
Ter. The human Will is coliftantly' inclined to Senfibl 

| | mars accommodate, and make its Poſſeſſor hap- be lrrec 
Is not this the right Poſition, in which it ſhould Silke) 
awiys ſtand ? Or the moſt defirable Na, thit Us, Pa 
yarn given to its Motions? © our fin: 
App. I ſhould be glad, if Fact bore Send to awful « 
5 Aſſertion. But Fact, I apprehend, is on the in orde! 
contrary Side. —T took: notice, as we came along, Thoug] 
"of ſome Ants buſily employed on a little Hillock. rection 
Habe Lou made any ere ed on by ging, iI 
reptile Community? in a Sta 
Tyer. It is a little Ripiublit " They Jkbabits -BRID 
"Kind of oblong City, divided into various Streets. Thoſ 
"Thiey are governed by Laws, and regulated by Pol- I Tet they, 
"tics, of their own. © Their Magazines are commod:- their Fog 
Lech forrfied,” and judicioufly guarded againſt the In: neglect, 


juris 
35 "P 9 I. £ 
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' urles of” the Weather! Some afe defended by an 
Arch made of Earth, and cemented with a peculiar 
f Sort of Glue. e gone are covered with Rafters of 
, fender Wood; and thatched with Ruſhes or Grafs: 
r The Roof is always raiſed with a double Slope; to 
e turn away the Current of the Waters, and ſhoot the 
e Rain from their Store -houſes. "They: all beftir them- 
. ſelves,” with inceſſant Aſfiduity, while the Air is ſe- 
| rene; while the Roads are good; and Abundance of 
looſe Grain lies ſeattered over the Fields. By theſe 
Precautions, they live ſecure, when Storms embroil 
the Sky; they want no Manner of Conveniency, 
een when Winter lays waſte the Plains. 
A. Do V improve, ſo diligently, - our oſs 

Opportunities ? This Life is the Seed-time of Eter- 
nity, Do We huſband the precious Moments, like 
| Perſons ſenſible of their unſpeakable Importance? 
denſible, that if We trifle and are indolent, they will 
be irrecoverably gone, and We irretrievably ruined. 
'Sitkneſs,; We know not how ſoon, may invade 
Vs, Pain may torment Us, and both may iſſue in 
our final Diſſolution. Are We duly aware of theſe 
awful" Changes, and properly ſolicitous to put all 
in order for their Approach? —We walk (alarming 
Thought) upon the very Brink of Death, Reſur- 
reftion, and Judgment. Do We walk like wiſe Fix- 
bins with our Loins girt; with our Lamps, trimmed; 
| In a State of continual Readineſs, for a dee 
.BRIDEGRO OM'sAdvyent?, | 

Those Ants haue 10 Guide, Ouerſerrs er Ruter. 
Tet they prepare their Meat in the Summer, and gather 
their Food in the Harugt *.- We have all theſe, yet 
| e the Tias of our Mig en We have 
G 0 D. $ 
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GOD's unerning Words to guide UNS; G OD MI WI 
ever- watchful / Eye, to overſeg Us 680 D's ſove- puity 1 


reign, Command, to rule and quicken Us. Not- while 


withſtanding, all theſe Motives, is, not, the Speech wee 
of the Sluggard,. the very Language of our Con- opta 
duct ? A little mare Sleep, à little more Slumber, a litth Metar 
more Folding of the Hands to fleep w. The moſt ſu- 91 
pine Indiffarence, where all poſſible Diligence is but Objec 
juſt ſufficient!-—This, Vou muſt allow, is the true Ante 
Character of Mankind in general. And does this . 735 
demonſtrate the Reclitude of their Will. You w 
Der. The Underſtanding may be ſaid to carry the 27 
Toreh, the Will to hold the Balance. Now, the Meaſu 
Perfection of a Balance conſiſts, in being ſo nicely tags 
-Poiſed,: as to incline at the lag Touch, and prepon- 04 5 
derate with the /ighte/t Weight. This Property be- wre bo 
longs, without all Diſpute, to the human Will. opel 
Ap. What? If one of your Scales ſhould deſcend Obſero 
to the Ground, though charged with Trifles, that ar ſonl 7 
light as Air? If the other ſhould, kick the Beam, Readin 
though its Contents be weighter, than Palents of Wich 
Gold eee als an exact. Mn of our if it we 
* TK VUITTON 2f 1 W.23CIVED 503-03 I Will, form it! 
9111 Aids maten: innen 22 1 od Ie 0 and, of 
N There i 15, 5 I * * 8 a nice Gradation, i in i ben 
pech of the Sluggard; ſuch as very naturally mimte Ne N 
the Manner of that lazy Creature. —He pleads, firſt, for ol nt 
| F Degre ree of Indulgence, _ A little Slet.— Th 

too much to granted; e me ſmaller ! 775 
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Wil, When the floating Pleaſures of Senſe, or _ 
piiiy Interelts of Pime, excite our Wiſhes; even 
while the fold Delights of — Qͤ—k im- 
netfely rich Treaſures of Immortality, can hardly 
obtain our Attention -Hewever, let Us quit the 
Metapher; and examine Fact. Suppoſe, I make it 
per, that! inſtead of chovſing the: moſt eligible 
Objects, che Will is fo-deplorably vitiatedꝭ as to lor 
what is ſalutary, and be fond of hat is baneful. 
ber If Vbu pieve this to be univerſally the-Caſe 
You will prove your favourite Point with a witneſs. 
id When Providence is pleaſed! to thwart bur 
Meaſures, or defeat our Endeavours; to bring Ut 
under the Cloud of Diſgrace; or lay upon Us the 
Nod of Affliction? what is our Behaviour -D 
We bow our Heads in humble Refignation'? Do We 
open our Mouths in thankful Acknowledsments ? 
Obſerve the Waters in that elegant octangular Ba- 
ſon! They aſſimilate themſelves,” with the utmoſt 
Neadineſs, and with equal Exactneſs, to the Veſſel 
Wiſely eontainb them. Ss would the human Will, 
if it were not extremely froward and fooliſſi, con 
fort itſelf to the divine: which is unerringly wiſe, 
and, of all poſſible Contingencies, incomparably the 
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jp i Uprig ne A Senſe, ich the Conſtru 
111 but difficultly admit 3 which, 4 
fy Cong, is hardly Gen 5 Hum og 
195555 nen er, to Agde 2 GeV 

Way to\ the 7 17 5 1255 7; Of, Kill more emph 
call 0 in pt Reſpects irreprovable, en- 
e; ſuited, perfectly ſuited, to every 
fiered 2 of Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Trac. 
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ae: * e bow apt are We to fret with Diſ- 
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quietude 3 and: ſtruggle under alucuivg; Diſpenſa- 
ere as U Un, Bull in a Netl+2i1 5) * 

' 1 Ther. This is a very imperfect 1145 
correſponds with only Part of your: Aeguſation. We 
may diſlike what is wholeſome, eſpecially if it be 
unpalatable, yet not be fond of our Bane. 

App. Should You ſee 4 . — who thirſts after 
thi putrid Lake, but difteliſlies he eleat ruining 
Fountain z who.longs far the poi 50 Betries l 
the Nighiſhade, but abhors the. Aelicicus Fruit ofthe 
Orchard, would Vou applaud the Regularity of hi 
A petite LE don't. wait for your: An er. Hit! 
more than, ſuſpe&,;this is a trusPjRure of fal ur 
rogenerate People, dee how they affeRDreſsand 
external Ornament; but ate wnwillin mee 


g& fifqus, to de dbtbed with "Hamility *. gd d 40 put 
. CHR $ Tab "Amuſement. will enga 8805 86% Pla 
animate, and Diverſion fire them: Shut as te the 
Worthip'of the living GOD, O e, 
neſs; 15.7t X/. Abe Novels , ang flat be t WIt, k 
galecbeir Taſte; w. Marromcand Kat ks 
the divine Word, are 66 a8 their ſorrowful Meat i. 
Platter tdem; and, though yojur Speech isn luſcious 
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moni them; and though your Service is an excel- 
ent Oil *, Diſſatis faction Jours on their Brow.— 
What ial this, but to' lothe the eee * 
e „ eee, not 

e 20.44 Int tie 1 51 — 


Er I 21 SY 2 5 1 Pia. erli. — 


ps Would the Render ſee this unhappy, Contraſt drawn 
in the ſtron 1288 Colours, and by the moſt rhetorical 
Ackümulation of Words? He may compare the royal 
Preacher, and the mourning Prophet.—Becaufe I have 
called; and Ve 1 J have ftretchtd out my Hand, and 
11d 70 reg ge But ye haus ſet at nought all my Coun- 


would age of my Raproaf. What a Croud of 
pong a Em] ESA Sing the moſt incorri- 


gible 'Petvetfenefs whieh is Proof againſt every Method 
of Reformation ; againſt all the Arts even of divine Per- 
1E Prou. i. 24, 25.— The Hoſt of Heaven, an 


ave loved, and whom they have ſerved, and after 
de walked; and aubom they have ſoright, and 
wry: yr have worſhipped. What a Heap of ſynoni- 
— Significantly deſcribing the moſt im- 
Vier us; Ardour and Avidity, in the Ways of Sin; an 
dbur, Which no Prohibitions can reſtrain ; and an 
Avidity, which cape knows when to ſay, * Rei 15 nn 4 
* _ Sto: 5 
| 33 to add anecker Example of this Kind, 
it is 1 cb y. far, the Sake of clearing up an obſcure Paſ- 
10 in the P/alms ; which ſeems to have been miſtaken 
the Authors of both our Verſions.— David, to ſet - 
forth the barbarous Aſſiduity of his Perſecutors, — 
They wand{r . and doau s. They pry into every Corner 
they ſearch Re and examine the Country; 5255 
Mur; (Which, in this Connection, is” 2 Senſe 
foreign to Yew Subject, and very jejune indeed) 
. To devour me the deftined Victim of 
K 3 7 is if they cannot | 
| Dals hate Been d by 5 e cbt Rage? 
| Nog 2 they 4510 cominue 7 br, i in the Profecut 
9s of tr, Purpoſe,” Neither Cal nor Darknefs' can re- 
eee 
3 r Atten ; 
ls BN Malice'is inplazable; PR . rg ? 
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Let, me, from the ſame. Compariſon, propoſe one 


Queſtion more; which may be applicable both to the 
Will and to;the Underſtanding. Should You hear 


of another Perſon, the State of whoſe Stomach Was 


fo. diſpoſed, that it turned the moſt nouriſhing Food 


into Phlegm; and derived Matter of Dijſaſt, from 
the moſt ſovereign Supports of Health ; wha at would 
Van 3 of his Conſtitution ?. _ 

Ther. I ſhould. certainly think it very mych dib. 


2 wed. 
Ap. Without the fe ofio OUT r LORD JE $US 


CHRIS 7, our Souls turn every Ocqurrence into 


an Increaſe of their ſinful Depravity *. Our very 
Table is a Snare; and inſtead of exciting Us to 
Gratitude, is a Provocative to Gluttony. —How dif- 
ficult, is it, when We flow in Plenty, not to be 
clated ; when We are preſſed with Poverty, not to 
repine Have We Buſineſs in the World ? It cum- 
hers our Thoughts, or tempts Us to Avarice. _ Haye 
We no Buſineſs to manage ? We fink into Sloth, 
and ſettle on the Lees of Voluptuouſneſs.—If our 
Schemes are proſperous, it is odds but they attach 
Vs to the Intereſts of Time. If they prove unſuc- 
ceſsful, We too often are chagrined with the Diſ- 
appointment, and ſin againſt Meekneſs, Even the 


holy Commandment, inſtead of reſtraining Sin, or 


ptodueing Obedience, irritates the inbred Depra- 
vity ; ; and renders it more reſtleſs, more impetuous, 
more ungovernable g. — Thoſe © very "Things, which 
ſhould have been for our Welfare (ſo malignant 2 and 
raging is our. CON ') 4 are converted into as 
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er. The Wilt 3 is under 0 Nerat, of miſem- 
115 Aae Powers. he is fret t to act in this Man- 
ner or in that. Aud, bo a fenden ies 'Þ is not A 
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4 I Mead Wie Hrs tothe Beda Oikos 
nomy,/ WWE is ünqdueſtionably Tree: © | "She cart 
contrack the Forehead” inte u Frown; or expand it 
with a gn the ordinary Affairs of Life, She 
18 ane "ng Controul. We can 3 de- 
dine a Journey, carry on or diſcontinue an Empl 
jut W 1 215 the outward Acts of "Ci 
ve allo, che Will is her own Miſtreſs. We tan 
read the Word of GOD, of go to the Place of dis 
vine Worſhip, without any extraorditi inary Aid from 
above. But in Matters which : are more intimately 
connected with our Salvation, the Caſe i is s widely 
tiferent.” "_ + 09: 75 
' What [ays bur fimous old Poet $ penſer ? Amidſt 
A fi rich Fate and bright Imagery, He ſpeaks 


1 det ue this Subject," as Theron's ſerious 


Friend.” fon que 


10718 IR As 3; To 8 


M * the Meow afeite i it fo his Still, 3 9 8: 


W brd Grate ha?” git'the Viborg. lets: 


"if a 1 yy Sf irons 47 WW; have, i is to It; afodqn 
foal the Good i is I 00 55 the Power and che the Wi vil 


Mentor mio ee ova 28 2: ions Forres 
her. This Wants onfirmation. p Mo ore auchen- 


. . Confirmation, than the fanciful Flights, of 4 
det. ba 


Aſp. "Would 2 N a Pelfon Lüste Himſele 
in the LORD; take pleaſure in Devotion ; and 
ſet his Affections on Things above ?—All this is 
both his Duty and his Intereſt. But alas! His In- 
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| clinations gravitate the quite contrary Way. His 


Will is in the Condition of that diſtreſſed Woman, 
who was bawed down with a Spirit of Infirmity, and 
could in 10 wiſe lift up Herſelf Corruption, like 
Mountain oppreſſes his Mind. Neither can He ſhake 
off the Propenſity, or ſtruggle away from the Load: 
until Grace, almighty Grace, interpoſes for his 
Releaſe.¶ here the SPIRIT of the LORD is, 
there, and there alone, is Liberty +; that ſacred 
and glorious Liberty, which is not the common 
Privilege of all Men, but the high * of 
the Children of G OD. 

Would You have a Perſon apply to the great 


REDEEMER, apply with a real Ardor of De- 


ſire; as Bartimæus of old, or the Syrephœnician Mo- 
ther ? Counting all Things but Dung, for the tranſ- 
cendent Excellency of CHRIST ? To do this, 
is to p leſs true Wiſdom; and the only Expedient, 
to acquire true Minas.” But the human Will is 
like the withered Arm; cannot ſtretch forth itſelf 
to the all-gracious SAVIOUR: cannot hunger 
and thirſt after his everlaſting Righteouſneſs: and 
infinite Merit : cannot do this, till the 8 A- 
VIOUR Himſelf ſpeaks Power into the enfeebled, 
the perverted Faculty.—If You think otherwiſe; 
try the Experiment. Perſuade Men to this neceſ- 
ſary Practice. Urge the moſt weighty Arguments: 
devife the moſt pathetic Expoſtulations: let Zeal 


exert all her Force; and Rhetoric: employ all her 


Art. Without being a Prophet, I dare venture te 
foretel the Iſſue. Diſappointments, repeated Diſ- 


appointments, will cony Ince Neu bat our Di- 
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vine M ASTER knew what He ſaid, when He 


ſolemnly dec'ared; No Man can come to Me, except 


the FATHE R, which hath ſent Me, draw Him &. 


—That our Church has not taught Us to play the 
Hypocrite, when She teaches Us to confeſs ; *© We 
« be tied and bound with the Chain of our Sins.” 
Ther. Are We Slaves then? Will Chriſtianity 
ſend Us to feek pur Brethren, in the Mines or in 
Aþþ. Chriſtianity does not ſend, but find Us there. 
There, or in a worſe Slayery 1.—It is doubtleſs a 


PRE - 


* John vi. 44. It is not ſaid, The FATHER 
drives, but draaus not by violent, irrational, compul- 
five Means; but by clear Conviction, ſweet Perſuaſion, 
aud Indycements ſuited to 2 reaſonable Being. Tho/e are 
the Cords of a Beaſt, zhe/e of a Man. So that We are 
not acted upon as Clock-work, or influenced as mere 
Machines, - but made willing in the Day of his Power, 
P/al. cx. 3.— This Point is Rated, . with great Propriety, 
and equal Clearneſs, in our zenth Article. The Con- 
* dition of Man, after the Fall of Adam, is ſuch, that 
He cannot turn and prepare Himſelf by his own na- 
* tural Strength and good Works, to Faith and calling 
* upon GOD. Wherefore, We have no Power to do 
„good Works, pleaſant and acceptable to GOD, 
* without the Grace of GOD by CHRIST prevent- 
«ing Us, that We may have a good Will; and work- 
ing with Us when We have that good Will,” | 
St. Paul ſays of Chriftians, and reckons Himſelf in 
the Number, that naturally they /e: p:d (not gan, 
but Nehevrileg, were abfolute Slaves to) divers Lufts and 
Pleaſures, Tit. iii. 3, The whole Verſe is very remark- 


able, and nothing can be more appoſiie to 4/þa/io's Pur- 


poſe. It ſhews Us, What They were by Nature, who 
rough Grace became living Images of the bleſſed 


This mortifying Doctrine is often" acknowledged by 


eur Church. Thus begins one of her public Supplica- 


* tions; 
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moſt abject State, to wear the Yoke, and truckle in 
Chains. Yet ſuch, I apprehend, is is the State of our 
Minds by Nature. Ts prove this, We need not 20 
down to the loweſt Ranks of Life. Theſe, You 


might ſay with the Prophet, a are poor ; theſe are fooliſh; 


they have not hnown the Way of the LORD, mor the 
Fudgment of thetr G OD. — will get me there- 
fore 10 che great Men * J and examine their Dif- 
_ poſition. 

Have You not known Perſons of the greateſt In- 
trepidity, and firmeſt Reſolution, hurried away by 
their Luſts, as „ a rolling Thing before the Whirl- 
« wind +?” Perhaps, they were bold enough to 
face Danger, and defy the Sword, in the Field of 
Battle. Yet; were no more able to renounce the 
wanton Allurements of Beauty, or the ſoft Solicita- 
tions of Pleaſure; ; than the th can forbear flut- 
tering about the Flame, even though it ſinges her 
Wings, and is ſcorching her to death.— Others, 
poſſelſed of a refined Imagination, diſdain the groſs 

ndulgencies of Senſuality ; yet are Slaves to their 
own domineering Paſſions. They are blown into the 


moſt intemperate Rage, and puſhed on to the moſt 


extravagant Actions, by every little ruffling Acci- 
dent. 1 ſee the Meanneſs, which ſuch an un- 
governable Spirit un, : they feel the, Miſery, 
Which 
- Abnigh 0 D. PTY TEN cas 7 ord the unrul 
N. ane . 77 nful Man. It ſe eems, nf Lead 
determine our own 15 9„ nor regulate our own Aﬀec- 
tions. What is this but Bondage 
tolten? What does this imply? 
But lapſed Powers bea 7 
Ey Sin th yu roger ages Defires ? 


"NR Mirron, Boek III. 


"Jet 4.5. + Ifai, xvii. 13. 
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which ſych, internal Tempeſts create: : nay, they 
re ol to ſuppreſs the Impetuoſity of their Temper. 


like a Feather bore away by the T orrent, 
1455 yield to the very. firſt Provocation,, and are as 
furiouſly reſentful as ever, Will You call theſe 
Perſons free, becauſe their Taſk-maſters and their 
Tyrants are lodged within 22 Becauſe the Fetters 
xe forged, not for the meaner, but for the i immer- 
tal Part of their Nature! 2 


* 


"Ther. Let Us paſs to the en Thee are 
to the Soul, what Wings are to the Eagle, or Sails 
to the Ship. Theſe always ſtand ready, to catch 
the Gales of Intereſt, and to ſpring at the Signal 
of Reaſon. 

Aßp. O] that they did But, if the Wings are 

clogged with Mire; if the Sails are diſproportioned 
to the Ballaſt; what Advantage will accrue, either 
to the Animal; or to the Veſſel ?—The One will, 
probably, be overſet in the Voyage; the Other 
muſt lie groveling on the Ground, 
Ther. Defire ſeems to be the firſt, which & opens 
* the Mouth, or moves the Wing, or peeps +.” 
Deſire is active as a F lame, and ever in Purſuit of 
Happineſs. 8 ( | 

Aſp. What if your Plume, inflead of ſhooting up- 
wards, ſhould point its iaverted Spires to the Earth ? 
Would not this be ſtrange, anda Sign of great Diſ- 
order 60D is the Center of Perfection, and the 
Source of F elicity. All that is amiable in itſelf, is 
1 in n A, Dare 18 Ln to 


Roy, ” . 
2 — IM 


— ws df in ö -” 1 80 | 
Naſeuntur Dania. = 4” - 


+ Iſai, x. 14. 


— 


188 

17 

E 
9 
19 
: * 
25 * 

1 

74 
i. 

* 

5 

1 
LS 

11 
15 
4 m i 

1 

- BY 
2 
8 
1 

N 
1 

} : 
i: 4 
Fat : 
” G 
1 
MF; | 
* = 

£65 4 

, = 

1 

1 

18 
HF 

3 
* | 
— [4] 

+ fol 
. 
: 

- 
AK: 4 
if 
ME + 
1 
th, * 
ti 1 
=: 
1 
* 
y & 2 
4% 
1460S 
4218 
Iv 
© 7 
BW} 
bs I 
an 
Wt 
15 
17 
BY 
** 
4b; 

1 
» of 4 
1 

LOU * 
17 
15. 

1 Cid 
ES. © 
ws 
mg. 
47 
2 
73 
. 

5 ; 10 
1 
TS 
N 
Fu 
1738 
qa 
= 
ih 
Pl 
{238 2 
N. 

9 
4 
i% 

4 

+» 
* 
In r 

N. 
9 
4 
x 

23 
|. 1 
7 1 

p 5 

0 8 
* KT 
d 2 

511. 2 
1 

14 
ui * © 

115 * 
4 

ohh 4 
1 
1 1 

+ 4 
7 

7% 

WE 
# 

of ©! : 
2 
19 9 
* A 
" | 
l 
368. 
45+." 
$5" ; 
ot | 

"© r 1 
35% .- 
M3 
83 1 
"it 4 
2 34 

1 
1 

5 

& + . 

3 ; 

1} © 

171 
7119 
Bl, 

1 
{ 

1 


is DIALOGUE xi. 
Us, proceeds from GOD. Do our Deſires uni- 
formly tend to this ſuper- excellent Being? Do our 
Wiſhes terminate in the Enjoyment of his ever-glo- 
rious Majeſty? Alas! We are naturally eſtranged 
from Him: We covet no Communion with Him. 
We are wedded to Trifles, and dote upon Vanity. 
But to GOD we ſay—it is evidently the Language 
of our Condut—Depart from Us; We defire not the 
Knowledge of thy Ways *. N 
If Deſire is the Firſt- born among the Affections, 
obſerve it in Children. There it appears in its Dawn, 
and has moſt of pure Nature. — See, how thoſe Flies 
exulting in the ſunny Gleam, vibrate with all the 
Rapidity of Motion their little Wings +. So prompt 
and expedite , are the Deſires of Children, to any 
corrupting Diverſion. See, how fluggiſhly that 
Snail, crawling forth amidſt the refreſhing Moiſture, 
_ drags her flow Length along. So dull ||, if not re- 
luctant, are the Diſpoſitions of our Children, to 
any improving Exerciſe. Rewards will hardly win 
them to the latter; the Rod can hardly deter them 
from the former.-And None, None but G OD, 
„ by his ſpectral Grace preventing them, can put 
© into their Minds good Deſires $.” "$50 
PEE $ 
F;; 88 8 
I The Wings of a Fly are ſuppoſed to have the yuick/ 
Motion, of any material Subſtance which lives. And if 
they make, as Naturaliſts imagine, ſome Hundreds of 
V ibrations in a Second. of Time, I think, there can be 
no Competition in the Caſe. 5 | 
t This is what the Greeks call exdwoſic. Which, with 
a Propriety not to be equalled by any Tranſlation, ex- 


preſſes both the Prompritude of the Agent, and the In. 


rity of the Action. Ads xiii. 10. 
[| Nofps yiſarzis. Heb. v. 11. 
$ Cult for £after-Day. 
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Is our Love under better Regulation? How eaſily 
are We captivated with a fair Complexion and grace- 
ful Form; eſpecially, when ſet off with the Deco- 
rations of Dreſs. But how little affected with the 
Beauty of internal Character; with the Ornaments 
of Virtue, and the Graces of Chri/tianity ? Can it 
be ſuppoſed, that the Pulſe of the Soul beats regu- 
larly; where there is ſuch a paſſionate Fondneſs for 
fading Embelliſhments, and ſuch a cold Indifference 
for the moſt ſubſtantial Endowments ?—How eaſily 
are We ſmitten with Riches * and Splendour! How 
our Hearts dance under a Senſe of Diſtinction, Su- 
periority, or Preferment ! Yet how backward to love 
that infinitely loving and lovely RE DE EME R, 
who would die Himſelf, rather chan We ſhould be- 
come a Prey to Death! Tinder We are, perfect 
Tinder to the Sparks of irrational and diſſolute Af- 
fection. Harder than Adamant, colder than Ice, 
to this heavenly Flame. 

Ther. If our Love is blind, our Fear has not t loſt 
her Eyes, Fear is quick of Apprehenſion : and, in- 
ſtead of being ſtupidly inſenſible, is ready to © riſe 
< up at the Voice of a Bird +.” 

Aſp. The Paſſion of Fear is ſufficiently active, but 
deplorably miſapplied, We fear the Reproach of 
Men. But are We alarmed at the View of that 
everlaſting Shame, which the LORD, the righte- 
ous Judge, ſhall pour upon the Ungodly ? We ſhud- 


der at the drawn Dagger, and ſtand appalled at the 
R 4 head- 


* On this Account, becauſe We are naturally Lovers 
of Riches, of Pleaſure, and of the Werld, more than of 
GOD our SAVIOUR, the Scripture arraigns Us as 
Adulterers and Adulierę efſes. James 1 iv. 4. 


1 Eccleſ. xii. 4. 


e 
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headlong Precipice. But how often babe We defied 
the Sword of almighty Vengeance, and ſported 25 
on the Brink of irretrievable Perdition? 


Sin it is the moſt pernicious of all Evils. Sin vio- 


lates the divine Command, and provokes the Divine 
MAJEST Yr Sin offers Defpite to the Bleſſed 


SPIRIT, and tramples upon the Blood of JE. 


SUS. For Sin, the Tranſgreſſor is baniſhed from 
the bliſsful Preſence of GOD, and doomed to dwell 


CS wr 4 f £ 


with inextinguiſhable Burnings, Do We dread this 
grand Deſtroyer. of our Happineſs ? Dread it more 
than any Calamities, more than all Plagues?— Take 
6 one of thoſe fine May-dukes, which low: with ſuch 


an inviting Scarlet, 'on, yonder Eſpalier. Offer it 


to the Blackbird, that ſerenades us from the neigh- 


bouring Elm. The Creature, though fond of the 
Dainty, will fly from your Hand, as haſtily as from 
a leveled Fowling- piece. He ſuſpects a Deſign up- 
on his Liberty; and therefore will endure any Ex- 
tremity, will even ſtarve to death, rather than taſte 
the moſt tempting Delicacy in ſuch hazardous Cir- 
cumftances.—Are We equally fearful of an infi- 
nitely greater Danger? Do We fly, with equal So- 
licitude à, from the delufive but deſtructive Wiles 


of Sin ? 5 TE s Do not We too often fallow the 


Bait, even when We plainly diſcover the; fatal 
Hook? Do We not ſnatch the forbidden Fr rut, 


though Conſcience remonſtrates; „ though G OD 


Phi . 0 2 Death eternal threatens * 
| Ther, 


* "The inftigatin, Fan tranſmitted to Brentins 
by an anonymous Letter, when the Papiſts had formed 
a Plot againſt his Life, ſhould be the Rule of our Con- 


dutr on ſuch an O F. wee! Taped ine 


citifflm?.. 
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Der. Conſcience then, according to your on 
Account, has eſcaped the general Shipwreck.” Con- 
ſcience is GO D's Vicegerent in the Soul, and exe- 
cutes her Office faithfully. 'Even the Geritiles ſhew 
the Wark of the Law toritten in their Hearts, their Con- 
ſcience alſo bearing witneſs, and their Thoughts the mean 
while accuſing or elſe excuſing one another x. 

Aſp. If there be any Remains of the divine 1 | 
perhaps, ' they are to be found in the Conſcience. 
But even this is not exempt from the common Ruin. 
—Confider its Light. It is like a dim Taper, feebly 
glimmering; and juſt ſerving to make the Darkneſs | 
viſible. Or, if it diſcovers, it diſcovers only an 
obſcure Something, We know not what. Which, 
inſtead of informing, tantalizes Us; and inſtead of 
guiding, bewilders Us. As falſe and deluſory Lights 
on the Shore, put a Cheat upon the Mariner; and, 
inſtead of directing Him to Safety, miſlead Hin! in- 
to Danger +. —Conſider its Operations. It is eithep 
dumb or dead, or both. Dumb; or elſe how ve- 
hemently would it upbraid Us, for our ſhocking * 
e N to our e Omnipotent B E N E- 


6 5 FACTOR? 


Rom. ii. 15. - Modidale, I ald not tranſlate the 
1 lalla Ey the mean while, hut alternately or interchange- 
H accùſii ing or excuſing; : ſometimes. One, ſometimes the 
| 7 er; in i to the different Circumltances of 
their Temper and Behaviour. 
+ This ſeems to have been the Caſe with the Heathen | 
World.—Conſcience. arzaigned, and found them guilty, 
This put them upon practiſing their abomirnble, ſome- 
times their ihn Idolatries. —Nay, this induced them 
to invent and propagate the moſt impious Miſrepreſenta- - 
tons of the DEITY. That they might Gealb the 
2 of Conſcience, and find ſome Salwo for their OWN 
Iniquities; they made even the Objects of their Worſhip, 5 
the Patrons and the Precedents of their favourite Vices. 


-# 
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FACTOR? How loudly would it inveigh 
againſt our ſtupid Neglect of ſpiritual Intereſts, 


and eternal Ages? Dead; otherwiſe how keenly 


would it ſmart, when gaſbed with Wounds—nune- 
7045, as our repeated Violations of the divine Law 
— deep, as the horrid Aggravations of our various 
Iniquities. 

Ther. Do You call this an Anſwer to my Ob- 
jection, Aſpaſio? If it be an Anſwer, it reſembles, 
in Point of ſatisfactory Evidence, the Light which 
You aſcribe unto the Conſcience. | 
Aſp. The Gentiles, We own, ſhew the Mord, but 
Not the Love of the Law, written on their Hearts, 
Some leading Notices of Right and Wrong they 
have: ſome ſpeculative Strictures of Good and Evil, 
But without a real Abhorrence of the One, or a cr- 
dial Delight in the Other. Which, far from enno- 

bling cheir Nature, far from vindicating their Prac- 
- tice, argues the exceeding Depravity of the former, 
and renders the latter abſolutely without Excuſe. 

No; You fay, Conſcience excuſes the Heathens. 
Rather, their Conſcience bears witneſs to the Equity 
of the Law; while their Thoughts make ſome weak 
Apology *, for the Tenour of their Conduct. This 
is far from acquitting, far from juſtifying them.— 
Beſides, theſe weak Attempts to excuſe, are always 
founded on Ignorance. Did they know themſelves, 
their Duty, or their GOD, Conſcience would, 
without the leaſt Heſitation, bring in her ee 

5 | ES (Guilty, 


»The Word is awonoſuumur, ſignifying the Artemp! of 
an acouſed Perſon to vindicate Himſelf ; not . aſbfeilo, 
the Depoſition of a Witneſs, atteſting his Innocence; 
much leſs dus, the Sentence of a Judge, pronout- 
cing Him upright. : 
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Guilty. — The Apoſtle aſſures Us, that, till Faith, 
which is 4 divine Principle, takes place in our 
Breaſts, both the Mind and Conſcience are defilcd *. 
Here, aid elſewhere, plainly intimating ; that the 
Conſcience is evil, and ever will be evil, till it is 
ſprinkled with the Blood of CHRIST Þ+. 

It accuſes ſome, and it ought to accuſe, yea, to 
condernn All 1. But even Here it evidences itſelf 
to be corrupt. For, its Accuſations are ſometimes 
erroneous ||, and no better than falſe Witneſs; ſome- 
times partial $, and ſuborned by Appetite; and 


very, 


* Tit. 1. 16. + Heb. x. 22. 


t The Apoſtle, I think, intimates as much, in the 


— 


very peculiar Turn of his Expreſſion, » xas awoMoſuumun, 
acculing or even apologizing. As though the latter was a 
ſtrange Act; quite unexpected, and utterly unreaſonable, 
in Creatures altogether become abominable. | 
I} Erroneous—What elſe was that grand Article in the 
Accuſations of Conſcience, mentioned, with ſuch parti- 
cular Diſtinction, by Virgil . | 


—Phleg yaſque miſerrimus omnes 
Admonet, S magna teſtatur Voce per Unbrat, 


Diiſcite Fuſtitiam moniti, & non temnere Divos. 


For Men to deſpiſe ſuch dunghil, worſe than dunghil Dei- 

ties, had been their Virtue if done, and was their Duty 
to do. —What elſe was that Voice of Conſcience, men- 
tioned by our LORD, Job xvi. 2. or that, confeſſed 
by the Apoſtle, Ads xxvi. g. | 

$ Partial —Otherwiſe, how could the moſt celebrated 
among the antient Heroes applaud and practiſe, that exe- 
trable Crime, Sef-murder How could their firſt-rate 
Hiſtorians extol and almoſt conſecrate, that diabolical 
Principle of Action, Pride? How oould their ableſt 


Teachers of Morality, not only tolerate, but eſtabliſh 


the Error, by neglecting to find ſo much as a Name for 
that amiable Virtue, Humility? Or, which is till worſe, 
by ufing the Word to ſignify a di/ingenuons ſordid Practice, 
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very, very often TreffeFual.— —Na wo when they do 
take Effect, they produce no Fruit that is truly 
good. They work not a genuine Humiliation, or 
1 unfeigned Repentance; but either a laviſh Dread 
of G 'O'D; as a ſevere Judge; or Hatred of Him, 
as an inexorable Enemy. 

Ther. Hatred of G OÞ—ARcniſhiiig Impiety | | 1s 
it poſſible for the human Heart to admit ſuch enor- 


mous, Almoſt incredible Wickedneſs ? 
Aſp. Vo may \ well be aſtoniſhed, Theron; : and 


G OD may july demand; Mai Triquit ty Fave n UM 


People found" in me, that they are gone far from me *? 
<c ] created them out of Nothing, and endowed 
e them with an immortal Soul. As a Father, I 


ce have provided for them. As a Nurſe, J have 


* 


* 


cheriſhed them, —T have given them the Earth, 
and the Fulneſs thereof, for their preſent / Accom- 
« modation. I have prepared Heaven, and i its.un- 
C ſpeakable Happineſs, for their future Enjoyment. 
ce All my Creatures do them Service, and even 


7 


< 


N. 


KR 


« my Angels miniſter unto their Good. —Do they 


2 deſire greater Demonſtrations of my Love? | 
60 haye iven, what was dearer to me than all 
. Angels, than all Worlds. 1 have given my 
« SON from my Boſom, to die i in their Stead.— 
1 Would they have farther Eyidences of my diſ- 
4D tinguiſhed Rega rd? Behold ! L touch, the Moun- 
<« tains, and they ſmoke: I look upon the Earth, 


<c and it trembles : : 1 caſt even the Princes of Hea- 


6 ven, when they break my Law, into Chains of 


1 nn 60 Dark- 
an an abies aaftardy Spirit; \ Que omnia, partim infa- 


ann, parti humilia, al que ab Home, ate remota. Corn. 


Nep. in Pref. Org av Tar Trirlals XA | iuxa bed ell. 
Xenoph. Pe Inſt. Cyr. Eb: . 


. Jer. 1 ii. . 
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cc Darkneſs. But to diſobedient and rebellious 
„Men, I condeſcend to act as a Supplicant.. 


« Though, highly injured, and horribly affronted, 


« I beſeech them—again and again I beſeech them 
6 ſaying, BE YE RECONCILED To GOD.“ 

To hate * ſuch a GOD, is indeed the moſt de- 
teſtable Impiety, almoſt incredible Wickedneſs. 
Yet Man, foolifh Man, praiſes this Impiety, 
whenever, for the Sake of a vile Luſt, an ignoble 
Pleaſure, or an unruly Paſſion, He tranſgreſfes the 
Command of his CREATOR. 


Shall I exemplify the Doctrine, in another of the 
Affections? 


Ther. In Truth, paß , I begin to be e ſick of the 
dubject. If human Nature is ſo ulcerated, the leſs 


You touch it the better.— However, let us not quite 
omit the iraſcible Appetite. 

Ap. Of this We have already taken a Side-view z 
if You chooſe to fee it in fuller Proportion, make 
your Obſervation on Fervidus.—PFervidus comes 
home in a Rage. See his fierce indignant Eye? 
Mark his wild irregular Gait! Now, his Cheek 
kindles into Flame; in a Moment, it is pale as 
the Corpſe. His Liok quiver, and Words are half 
choaked in their Utterance. Yet, though He can 
hardly ſpeak, He vows Revenge, and utters Im- 
precations,—What, I beſeech You, is the Cauſe 
of all this wondrous Fe erment ? bbs truly, a Neigh- 


0 bour 


\ Rowell + of G OD is fo ſacking an . that 
one would almoſt wiſh, never to hear or read it. But it 
occurs in our unerring Book; is too often exemplified in 
common Life; and is engraven by corrupt Nature on 


_ human Heart. See Rom. i. 30. Exod. xx. 5. 
XV. 28. Nom. viii. 7. Fo 
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bour has dropt ſome reflecting Hint, or a Servant 
has blundered in ſome triſling Meſſage. Such Uſage, 
Fervidus ſays, is intolerable; and ſuch Negligence 
unpardonable. — T his fame Fervidus has offered 
numberleſs Affronts to his MAK ER; He has 

moſt ſcandaiouſly neglected the Will of his Almighty 
LORD; yet feels no Indignation againſt Himſelf. 
— He is all Fury, when his own Credit is touched, 
But when the Intereſt of CHRIST is wounded, 
He can fit unconcerned, or paſs it off with a Laugh, 


Anger, I acknowledge, is ſometimes becoming 


and uſeful. But is is its right * ? Thi 
its proper Application? 

Ther. This is the Practice only of ſome few tur- 
bulent and boiſterous Spirits. To ſaddle their Qua- 
lities upon every Perſon, is a Procedure juſt as equi- 
table, as the Madman's * Calculation was reaſon- 
able; who took an Account of every Ship, which 
cen the Harbour, and ſet it down for his own. 

Aſp. The latter Part of my Charge, I fear, is ap- 
plicable to more than a few.—However, let Us con- 
ſider the moſt calm and ſedate Minds. How are they 
affected under Injurics? Do they never aggravate 


Failings into Crimes? Do they find it eaſy to ab- 
ſtain from every Emotion of III-will? Eaſy to love 


their Enemies, and do Good to Thoſe who. hate 
them ? Theſe godlike Tempers, if our Nature was 
not degenerated, would be the ſpontaneous Produce 
of the "Soul, 
without much Difficulty ; ſeldom come to any con- 
ſiderable Degree- of Eminence; never arrive at 3 
State of true Perfection. An undoubted Proof, that 
they are £Zxotics, not Natives of the Soil. Non 


But now, alas] they are not raiſed, 
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Now We are ſpeaking of Plants, caſt your Eye 
upon the Kitchen-garden. Many of thoſe Herbs, 
will perfume the hard Hand, which cruſhes them; 
and embalm the rude Foot, which tramples on them. 


Such was the benign Conduct of our LORD. 


| He always overcame Evil with Good. When his 


Diſciples diſregarded Him, in his bitter Agony, He 
made the Eindeſt Excuſe for their ungrateful Stupi- 
dity *. When his Enemies, with unparalleled Bar- 
barity, ſpilt his very Blood ; He pleaded their Igno- 
tance, as an Extenuation of their Guilt +. Is the 
ſame Spirit in Us, which was alſo in our Divine 
MASTER ? Then are our Paſſions rightly poiſed, 
and duly tempered. But if Reſentment kindles, and 
Animoſity rankles in our Hearts; this is an infallible 
Sign, that We ſwerve from our SAVIOUR's s Pat- 
tern; conſequently, are fallen from our primitive 
Rectitude. 

Ther, What ſay You of the Fancy? This ſure, if 
no other Faculty, retains the primitive Rectitude. 
What Pictures does ſhe form, and what Excurſions 
does ſhe make? She can dive to the Bottom of the 
Ocean; can ſoar to the Height of the Stars; and 
walk upon the Boundaries of Creation. 

Aſp. That the Fancy is lively and excurſive, I 
readily grant. It can out-travel the Poſt, or out- fly 
the Eagle. But if it travel, only to pick Shells; or 
fy abroad, to bring home Miſchief; then, I appre- 
hend, though You ſhould admire the Faculty, You ' 
will hardly be in Raptures with its Agency.—T his 
is the real Truth. Our Fancy, till divine Grace 
regulate and exalt its Operations, is generally em- 
ployed in picking painted Shells, or culling venomous 

Herbs. 
Matt. xxvi. 41. + Luke xxiii. 34. 


1118 3 8 | 
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| "+l Weaving (as the Prophet very elegant, and 
no leſs exactly deſcribes the Caſe) the Spider's We, 
er hatching Coctatrice Eggs *. Bufied i in the moſt ab- 
ſurd Impertinencies; or acting in Speculation, the 
| vileſt Iniquities. That, which ſhould be 4 Garden 
| incleſed, a Fountain fealed + for the RINCE of 
Peace, is the * horoughfare of Vanity. —And even 
| when We are renewed from above, O! how neceſ- 
ſary is it, to keep an inceſſant Watch, and exerciſe 
a ſtrict Diſcipline, over this volatile, variable, trea- 
cherous Vagrant ! 0 
| The Memory, as well as the Fancy, is — 7 
or, if not impaired, is debauched. Why elſe does it 
fo firmly retain the Impreſſions of an Injury, but ſo 


eaſily. let ſip the Remembrance of a Benefit? Any 


idle Fopperies, which ſooth our r Vanity, and increaſe 
our Corruption, cleave to the Thoughts, as the vexa- 
tious Burr to our Clothes. While the noble Truths 
of the Goſpel, and the rich Mercies of a gracious 
G OD, flide away from the Mind (as Water from 
the Feathers of a Swan) and leave no laſting Trace 
behind them, This double Perverſeneſs is very em- 
phatically, and too truly repreſented by Feremiah; 
Can a Maid forget her Ornaments, or a Bride her At- 
tire? Yet my People have forgotten me, Days without 
number t.—If We hear a looſe Hint, or read an 
immodeſt Ex preflion, they are almoſt ſure to faſten 
themſelves on our Memory. If ſhaken off, they 
follow Us with a troubleſome Importunity. If ex- 
cluded, as unwelcome Viſitants, they force them- 
ſelves, again and again, upon our Imagination. 


They dog Us to the Cloſet; they haunt our moſt 


retired Hours; ; and too often diſturb our very De- 
28 3 votions. 


* W nr . + Cant. 5 iv. 12. I Jer. i. 32. 
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rotions—Tell me now, can that Faculty be up- 
right and uncorrupted, which is a perforated Sieve, 
to tranſmit the Benehicial ; 2 a n N to 


| imbibe eee e * 


Ther. Well, my F nend, e Guile b 9 or 
Others have contracted, Hlattery, I. dare be politive, 
is none of yours. Human Nature has receiyed Ng 
heightening or adulatory Touches from your Pen- 

ell, You have pourtrayed Her foohſp and beaſtly, 
and every Thing bad but deviliſb. 

Abb. And this, even this Abominations I muſt 
not ſecrete, , I dare not except. Euty is a deviliſh 
Diſpoſition It ſubſiſts no where, but in damned 
Spirits, and fallen Souls. Vet, infernal as it is, it 
has been found in Perſons of the moſt exalted Cha- 
rater... The magnanimous 72 o/pua felt its cancrous 
Tooth f. The Diſciples of the bleſſed FESUS 
were ſoured with its malignant Leaven f. An 
Apoſtle declares, that the Spirit which diuelleth in 
Us Iufteth to Envy || ; is eee prone to that 
deteſtable Temper. 

Lying is confeſſedly a diabolical Practice. Yet, 
haw unaccountably forward. are our Children, to 
utter Falſhood ? As ſoon a8 they are born, they g 

Vo, = 8 „5 Ay 


2 27 
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This Bak fi tegel 4 ſolid. Confutation of that 


ſpecious Argume . uſed in Behalf of ſome 
faſhinable But 4% 92 Diverſions, © They are inter- 


* ſperſed, fay their Admirers, with Sentiments/of- Vir- 


tue, and Maxims of Morality,” —Should We admit 
the Truth of this Plea; yet the depraved Piſpoſition of 
ankind, is pretty ſure to drop che Es and N 


— . — Dec its 
Turpibus ac pravis omnes ſumus. 


7 Numb. 41.29. + Matt. xx. 24. II James iv. 5. 
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aſtray; and as ſoon as they ſ peak, they ſpeak Lies, 
I ſaid anaccountably. But I recal the Expreſſion, 
The Cauſe is evident. They have loſt the Image 
of the GOD of Truth; and are become like that 
apoſtate Spirit, who 7s a Lyar, and the Father of it *, 
What think You of Malice, of Hate, and Re- 
venge? Are they not each a Species of Murder, and 
the Seed of the old Serpent? Unleſs, therefore, 
We are entirely free from all theſe helliſh Emo- 
tions, We muſt, Ve muſt acknowledge, that the 
Prince of this World 4 has his Party within Us, 
May the Almighty Hand of our GO D man 
and ſubdue it, Day by Day! | 


'You'tell me, Iam no Flatterer.—Should a Perſon, 


who profeſſes Himſelf the Friend of his Fellow-crea- 
tures, ' ſoothe them into a falſe Peace? Should He 
bolſter them up in a groundleſs Conceit of their Ex. 
cellency, when they really are no better than © an 
„ unclean Thing ?*—Shall the Surgeon aſſure his 
Patient, „ All is well ;” even when the Mortifica: 
tion has taken place, and the Gangrene is ſpreading! 
This were to refine the firſt out of all Benevolence, 


=, aer to flatter the laſt into his Grave. 


A iſputant of leſs Complaiſance than my 7 *. 
P probably aſk, with a contemptuous dneer; 
Have You then been drawing your own Picture! 
To Whom I would reply, with Confuſion and 
Sorrow, „ Thave.“ Alledging this only, to mode- 
rate my Confuſſon; That J am daily ſeeking, by Prayer 
and Watchfulneſs, more and more #9 put off this ld 
Mun, which is corrupt according to the. dectit ful Luftf. . 
And, to alleviate y Ferro I am endeawouring 


contiwudlly to remember ; - That, however unworthy 


- John viii. 44+ 5 


f Eph. iv. 22. 


+ * Kir. 30. 
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Jam, however vile I may have been, my adored 


R EDEEMER's, Righteouſneſs, is perfect; and 

in this RaghMWanſneſs every Believer is to make his 
Booſt, 8 

Ther. $0. then Mani is blind ; in os Vnderflandings ; 
perverſe i in his Will; diſorderly i in his Aﬀections 
influenced: by Diſpoſitions, which are partly brutal, 
and partly diabolical. I have often heard You extol; 
in Terms of high Admiration, the Virtue of Humi- 
lin. Vou have laviſhed all the Riches of Eloquence, 
when haranguing on Poverty of Spirit. If ſuch be 
the Condition of Mankind, they have infinite Cauſe 
to be poor in Spirit. They muſt, therefore, have 
ene Excellency left; and according to your own Ac- 


count, a very diſtinguiſhing one. 
Asp. Scarce any Thing diſplays, in a more glar- 


ing Light, the extreme Depravity of Man, than his 


ſtrong Propenſity to Pride; notwithſtanding ſo much 


Vileneſs, and ſo many Deformities.— Should the 
noiſome Leper admire the Beauty of his Complexion, 
or the impotent Paralytic glory in the Strength of 
his Sinews; would they not be miſtaken, even ts 
a Degree of Sottiſhneſs and Frenzy? Yet, for. Man, 
fallen Man, who has loſt his original Righteouſneſs, 


which was the true Ornament of his Nature; whv 


is become ſubject to baſe and ſordid Luſts, or, as 


ak Apoſtle fpeaks, is earthly and ſenſual for Him 


to de proud, is ſtill more abſurdly wicked. And 
lince this is the Caſe, I cannot acquit Him from 


the laſt and heavieſt Article of the ſacred Writer's 


Charge; I have a freſh and more convincing Proof, 


that We do Him no Wrong, when We call his 
Nature, his Diſpoſition, his Vi /dam—devilifh 95 


3.3. | | Ther. 


8. 5 James 1 Ut, 15. 
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Ther. Why do You. reckon Pride an univerſally 
prevailing Corruption ? 1 ſee no Ground for ſuch a 
diſhonourable Suſpicion. I hope, I my/elf am an 


| Inſtance of the contrary, To unguarded Sallies of 


Paſſion, to ſeveral other Faults, - I confeſs myſelf 
ſubject. But cannot think, that 1 am proud. 
Ap. Ah! Theron, if You was not proud, You 


would not be paſſionate. , Unreaſonable Anger al- 


ways proceeds from an over-weening Opinion of our 
own Worth. One who, beſides his acquired Know- 


ledge of human Nature, had the ſupernatural Gift 


of diſcerning Spirits, is obſerved to join Humility 


and Meekneſs x. Intimating, that they. are amiable 
Twins; and where the former exifts, the latter can- 
not be abſent. —Always. conſiſtent with Himſelf, 
He links together the oppoſite Vices, heady and high- 


minded + : not obſcurely hinting, that thoſe who 
are eaſily provoked, are certainly proud. —Shall 1 


add, without Offence? If we fanſy our Minds to 
be clear from the Weeds of Vanity, and our 
Thoughts free from the Workings of Self-admira- 


tion; it is a moſt pregnant Symptom, that We are 
over-run with the firſt ; are abandoned to the laft; 


and blinded by both. 

Pride was the firſt Sin, that fd Fotrance into 
our Nature; and it is, perhaps, the laſt that will be 
lied What: are all our Afflictions, but a Re- 


medy provided for this inveterate Diſeaſe ? Intended 
| to o hide Py ide 1 For Man. W is the e 


$ © % 1 * 
3 3 ELLE»: ie , 
» TT Oy 2 2 


d. iv. 2. The ye dense is ate 67 our 
10 RD; Tears e of ME, for I am mite and lowly. 


1＋ 2 T. iii. 4. In the ſame Strain 1 Jiaiah 3 


| His Pride and his Wrath. Fog Xvi. 2 
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of the Goſpel, but a Battery erected againſt this 


Strong-hold of Satan ? Ordained to caſt dewn every 


high Imagination *.—Though that Remedy is often 
applied, though this Battery is continually playing; 
yet the peccant Humour is not entirely purged off, 
nor the Elatement of Spirit totally ſubdued, till 
Mortality is ſwallowed up of Life. | L 

Pride is the Sin, which moſt eaſily beſets Us. 
Who can ſay, I have made my Heart clean + from this 
Iniquity ? It defiles our Duties, and intermingles it- 
ſelf with our very Virtues. It ſtarts up, I know not 


how, in our moſt ſolemn Hours, and our moſt ſacred 


Employs.—The good Hezekiah, whoſe Prayers were 
more powerful than all the Forces of Sennacherib, 
was not Proof againſt the Wiles of this ſubtle Sor- 
cereſs f. Even the holy Apoſtle, who had been 
caught up into the third Heavens, was in Danger 
of being puffed up with Pride. In ſuch great Dan- 
ger, that it was neceſſary to put a Lancet into the 
gathering Tumour; or, as He Himſelf expreſſes it, 
to fix a Thorn in his Fleſh ||, and permit the Meſ- 


2 Cor. x. 1. 8 t 2 Chron. 


"H + Prov. XX. 9. 
XRXU, a6. e 

. 2 Cor. xii. 7. This Thorn has given as much Per- 
plexity to the Commentators, as it gave Pain to oy 
Apoſtle. Some have found paralytic Symptoms in the 

aſlage, with ridiculous Diſtortions of the Countenance. 
Some have felt a violent Head-ach, or a grievous ne- 
phritic Diſeaſe. Others have been peſtered with, or ra- 
ther dreamt of, I know not what importunate Luſts. 


To me the Senſe is perfectly clear, and ſeems fully ex- 


Plained by the Apoſtle Himſelf.— The Thorn was in the 
776% a Tribulation that affected, not his ſpiritual, but 
his bodily State. —It was inflicted by « Meſenger of Sa- 
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How pathetically is this Corruption lamented, 
and how truly deſcribed, by © a ſweet Singer of 
„„ Seo pe, = oa ES 


EE 


But Pride, that buſy Sin, 
 Spoils all that T perform. 
. Curs'd Pride! x that creeps ſecurely in, 
And ſwells a haughty Warm. 


Thy Glories I abate, 

Or praiſe Thee with Deſign ; 
Hart of thy Favours I forget, 
_ Or-think the Merit mine. Thi 
tan; by periecuting Zealots, who were the Emiſſaries 
and Agents of Hell; whom Satan inſtigated to harrafs 
and torment this eminent Miniſter of CHRIST. —In 
what it conſiſted, the tenth Verſe declares; in Reproaches, 
Neceſſities, Perſecutions, Diſtreſes. - Theſe were the Infr- 
mities, theſe the Calamities, which, at the firſt Onſet, 
ftartled and fhocked the unexperienced Soldier: from 
which He ?hrice, or repeatedly, prayed to be delivered: 
but with which the Wiſdom of GOD ſaw it proper, to 
have Him almoſt continually exerciſed: Theſe are what 
He means by (ai) the ignominious and painful Bf 
Fetings. In ſhort; theſe both pointed the Thorn, and 

" pramed ie in i , ĩð 27S} | 
The ative Particles 2, No, and the comparative Ad- 
— verb A Nο, I think not only chuntenance, but reguire this 
Interpretation. g. d. Therefore, ſince the divine Grace 
will be ſufficient for me; enable me to improve from, 
e and triumph over, the ſharpeſt Trials: ſince, in accom. 


I pliſhing this, the Strength and Power of C HRISIH 


will be illuftriouſly diſplayed: I will, henceforward. 
rather welcome than dread, rather acquieſce in thin 
gdeprecate, the afflictive Circumftances.——Since ths 
% Thorn is made to bear Fruit fo advantageous to m. 
«© felf, and fo honourable to my SAVIOUR, it al 
* no longer be the Subject of my Complaint, but of m 
*< Complacency (wixw;) and the Cauſe, not of my Re- 
get, but of my Glorying (noauynonuas.)" 
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: The very Songs 1 f „ | TAS 
Are faithleſs to thy Cauſe ; Gs WEE 
And ſteal the Honours of thy Name, ED. 
To build their oron Applauſe *. . 


Ther. Now, I preſume, You have given the laſt 
Touches to your diſtorted Pourtrait. 

Aſp. There are other diſagreeable and ſhocking 
Features. But thoſe I ſhall caſt into Shades, or hide 
under a Veil. One Particular You muſt allow me 
to add ; which, like a ſullen Air in the Countenance, 
throws aggravated Horror over the Whole. I mean, 
An Inclination to be fond of our Slavery.—Do You 


remember the Story of Demaratus, the Lacedemonian 


Prince? 

Ther. Being depoſed by his Countrymen, and 
baniſhed from Sparta, He was conſtrained to ſeek 
Protection in the Perſian Court. For a while He 
might ſeem reconciled to his Vaſſalage, and ſuppreſs 
the Spartan in his Breaſt. But when He beheld 
Leonidas and his gallant Troops preparing to defend 
the Paſs of Thermopylæ, He could diſguiſe Himſelf 
no longer. The Tears trickled down his Cheeks. 
He bitterly lamented his diſhonourable Situation. 
He extolled the Grecians to Xerxes's Face ; and 
longed to join thoſe brave Patrons of Liberty. But 


was detained, ftill detained, by his bard Circum- 


ſtances, among the vile Stipendaries of Tyranny +. 
Aſp. Yes; in this Inſtance, and in others, the 
cptiv Exile baſteth to be ages 1. But We alas ! 
* War r s': Hor. Lyr. „ 
+ The generous Spi ũt, but calm; tous Fate, * this 


royal Exile, are fine! y deſcripes i Mr. GLQYER's 
Leonidas, Book III. | : 
Lai, li. 1 1 
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We prefer Bondage to Freedom, and are loth to 
leave our Priſon. —Of this, our Backwardneſs to 
Proof. e under che Agency of the 
bleſſed SPIRIT, would open a Window in our 
Dungeon ; would ſhew Us our wretched Condition, 
and teach Us to ſigh for Deliverance. Why have 
We ſuch a Diſlike of Reproof? Becauſe We hug our 
Chains, and chooſe Darkneſs rather than Light, 
Reproof is more grating than the harſheſt Diſcord; 
though it tends to diſſolve the Enchantment, and reſ- 


eue Us from the Tyranny of Sin. While Platter, 


which abets the Deluſion, and ſtrengthens the Spell, 

is Muſic to our Ears.— Is not our Reaſon, which 
ſnould arraign and condemn every Irregularity, for- 
ward to invent Excuſes, and to ſpare. the favourite 
Folly ? Reaſon; which ſhould unſheath the Dagger, 
ſuperinduces the Maſt; and, inſtead of ſtriking at 
the Heart of our Vices, ſcreens them under the Co- 
ver of ſome plaufible Names. A wicked Habit is 
called a human Infirmity ; ; inſnaring Diverſions pals 
for innocent Amuſements ; a revengeful Diſpoſition 
is termed: Spirit, Gatiantry, and Honour. Thug 
our Reaſon: if, when ſo egregiouſly peryerted, it 


deferves the Name) is ingenious to obſtruct our 


Recovery; and rivets on the Shackles, which our 
| Tae have formed to 


* — Nemo in hf deſeendere, Nod | 
© Cn... ln. 
+ Perhaps, this is hh our LORD means, w when, 


developing the human Heart, and diſcovering its latent 
Endrmities, He cloſes the dark Account with agen, 


* W implying that $ Fs pid, which has no w_ 


This 


therefor. 
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This the eternal WISDOM foreſaw, and 


therefore uttered that tender Expoſtulation; How 


lung Ye femple Ones will Ye love Simplicity, and Scorners 
delight in their Scorning, and Fools hate Knowledge ? 
Even the ineſtimably precious Knowledge of an all- 
atoning and completely juſtifying SAV.IO UR; 

who preaches, who has purchaſed, and who works 
Deliverance - preaches i in his Word, has purchaſed 
by his Blood, and works by his SPIRIT, De- 


liverance for the Captives the wretched Captives 


of Ignorance, Sin, and Death “. 


This I take to be the moſt flagrant and dolore 


Effect of human Depravity—our Averſion to the 
Doctrine, the Privileges, the Grace of the Goſpel. 
Beware, my dear Friend, leſt Vou prove my Point 
by—ſhall I ſpeak it? Would You ſuſpect it? your 
own Practic. Zealous as I am for my Tenets, I 


ſhould be ſorry, extremely ſorry, to have 1 a De- 
monſtration of their Truth. 


Ther. You are highly obliging, Aſpaſio, to ſingle 


ne out for your Evidence. Yet why ſhould the 
Honour be appropriated to myſelf? ? It belongs, upon 


the Foot of the preceding Calculation, not to your 


Friend only, but to the whole Species. —If You was 
aiming at None but the Licentious and Abandoned, 


You would have None to oppoſe You, but Perſons 
of that Character. Your Arrows of Satire, would 


then be rightly leveled, and might be ſerviceable to 
Mankind. Whereas, to put All in the black Liſt ; 
to mark All with the Villain's Brand; this can ne- 

| | ver 


of its Miſery; ; . Parkenfing;' which has no Defire of 5 
a Recovery. Both which render all the other Evils far 
more inveterate. Mart vii. 22. | ; 


* Luke iv. 18. 
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ver be hitte due, ; this i is beni Cen- 


ſoriouſneſs. 

- Aſp. Let me hefonch You. Theron, not to miſap- 
3 my Deſign. 1 ſpeak not as a malevolent 
Satiriſt, but wonld imitate the faithful Phyſician, 
I am opening the Sore, that it may admit the heal- 
ing Balm: and ſhould, I perform the Operation 
with an envenomed Inſtrument ? My Soul abhors 
the Thought.—I muſt entreat You likewiſe to re- 
member the Diſtinction, between a State of Na- 
ture, and a State of Grace. We are all naturally 
evil. The World, ſays the Apoſtle—leſt We ſhould 
imagine, that the Charge is advanced only againſt 


ſome abandoned Wretches, He enlarges the Indict. 


ment; He renders it univerſal—the whole World; 
not barely ſlips by Inadvertence into a ſingle Sin, or 
falls through Infirmity into frequent Miſcarriages, 
but lieth in Wickedneſs *, As the Ax-head, men- 
tioned by the ſacred Hiftoelan, lay all torpid and 
fluggiſh at the Bottom of Fordan +. In this. miſer- 
able Condition We fhould remain; yes, ever re- 
main, did not a ſupernatural Power work in Us both 
to will. and to de; ſomewhat like that Power which 
cauſed the ponderous Iron to riſe in the Water, 
fam. ſwim on the Surface. 

It is this ſupernatural Power, kick: makes ſome 


40 differ, both from their original Selves, and from 


the Generality of their Neighbours. Are they re- 


0 * in their Taper, and reformed in. their we 


T1. Jeb v. 19. Keilzs, lieth, as a Babe i in its Salli 
85 cloaths, without any Tocliaatibn to riſe; ⁰,ę e Pan. 
Luke ii. 12.— as a Corpſe on the Field of Battle, with. 
ont any Apility to riſe; o ET). ofon Eil raw b 519. Iliad, 7. 


48 Kings vi. 6. 
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I grant it. But then it is not any Ability of their 


own, it is the Influence of the ſanctifying S PI- 


RIT, which purges away their Deer! : yo not 
without leaving ſome Alloy. 5 

Ther. Here, Aſpaſio, V ou certainly ſtrain the Wane, 
till it breaks. Since Scripture itſelf celebrates ſome 
Perſons, as abſolutely perfe&t.—What ſays Moſes, 
the inſpired Hiſtorian ? Noah was perfect in his Ge- 
neration . What ſays the GOD of Moſes, who 
can neither deceive, nor be deceived ? Fob war a 
perfect Man and an upright +, —Conſequently, their 
Nature muſt be entirely cleanſed from this heredi- 
tary Defilement ; and their Character confutes your 
derogatory Repreſenta tions of Mankind. 

Aſp. Thoſe' eminent Saints were perfect. That 
is, they were ſanified throughout. Sanctified in all 
their Faculties. No one Grace of Religion was 
lacking. As in the new-born Infant, there is a 
human Creature complete : no conſtituent Part of 
the vital Frame is wanting: though each is tender 
all are very feeble; and none arrived at the full 
Lize. 

They were upright, This Word ems to be 
explanatory of the preceding; and ſignifies an un- 


feigned Deſire, joined with a hearty Endeavour, to 
obey the whole Will of GOD : excluding, not all 


Defect, but all prevailing Hypocriſy, and wilful 


"Remiiriefs—The Interpretation, thus limited, is 
of a Piece with their Conduct. If ſtretched to a 


higher Pitch, it is evidently inconſiſtent with the 


Narrative of their Lives. 

Pray, what was your Motive, for FEENT ng the 
ſlran Retirement (which ſheltered Us Yeſterday) 
with the Statue of Elijah? © Ther, 


Gen. vi. 9. 1 job i. 1. 


EY DIALOGUE XII. 


Ther. Becauſe I thought, his ſolitary Life, and 


gloomy Temper, ſuited that ſequeſtered Bower. Be- 
cauſe the memorable Adventure, there repreſented, 
is, with me, a favourite Portion of ſacred Hiſtory, 
Are We pleaſed with ſpirited and delicate Rallery ? 
Nothing excccds his pungent Sarcaſm, on the ſtupid 
and, deſpicable Dupes of Idolatry. Every Sentence 
is keen as a Razor, and pointed as a Dagger, yet 
wears the Appearance of the moſt courtly Complai. 


ſance. We may truly fay, in the beautiful Lan- 


guage of the Pſalmiſt, His Hords are Jae thay 
Oil, and yet be they very Swords &. 


Are We delighted with Inſtances of Magn, 


wity ? A ſingle Prophet, unſupported by any human 
Aid, maintains the Cauſe of Truth, againſt. the 
King, his Grandecs, and hundreds af the apoſtate 
Prieſts. He ventures to ſtake all his Credit, to riſt 


his very Life, and (what was dearer 0 Him than 
perſonal Credit, or bodily Life) the Honour of the 


true GOD, and Intereſts of his holy Religion 


riſk all on the immediate Tnterpoltion of a molbſur- 
priſing Miracle. 


Do We admire the Triumphs of | Faith? Hi 


Faith was, in a manner, omnipotent. He prays, 
and Terrents of Fire deſcend from the Sky, to de- 


vour his Adverſaries 1. He prays again, and the 


Sluices of Heaven are fout ; ; there is neither Dew 

| nog Shower for ſeveral Years 4.—A third Time He 

nne ad The: e from on 1 are opened; 
_ Abun- 


Kings xviii, 27; Audit came to pas at Nee that 


| Fliak mocked them, and faid ; Cry aloud ; 
GH. Either He is talking, .pr 


Juurag, or feradventure He ſrapeth, and mul be awaked, | 
t 2 e i. 1o. 4 | Kings x xyiti 1. 


For He isa 
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Abundance of Rain waters the Earth *.—On ano- 
ther Occaſion, He preſents his Supplications, and 
GOD makes his Feet like Harts Feet. Inſomuch 
that an aged Prophet outruns the royal Chariot +. 

- Ap. 1 commend your Taſte, Theron and am 
particularly pleaſed with the Reaſons of your Choice. 
But do not you remember, that even the Won- 
der-working Tiſpbite failed in his Reſignation, and 
failed in his Faith? Eminent as He was for Morti- 
fication, He gave way to mnreaſonable Diſcontent 
and, though a Champion for the living GOD, He 
yielded to unbelieving Fear . — The Man Meſes was 
very meet, above all the Men which were upon the 
Face of the Earth || : Yet He, even He was provoked 
in his Spirit, and ſpake unadviſedly with his Lips C. 
Was not Peter the Hero among our LOR D's 
Followers ? Yet He trembles, more than trembles, 
at the Shaking of a Leaf; He denies his Divine 
MASTER, ſcared by the Voice of a Woman. 

Look where-ever We will, We find Proofs of 
human Depravity ; reigning zncontrouled in Some, 
making frequent Inſurrection in All. It is written 
on our own Hearts, by the Pen of Experience; the 

James v. 17, 18. + 1 Kings'xviti. 46. 

Elias, or rather Elijab, wvas a Man ſalijcc to like Pa 
font as We are. James v. 17. Upon which Paſſage, an 
eminent «Commentator makes the following Remark; 
8 eee > are: with reſpect to his Fear and Di/- 
content, manifeſted 1 Kings xix. 3, 4.—0p507a0ng muſt, 
| think, imply a State, liable to the regular Workings 
of Paſſion; not free from the Fnful Tnfirmities of Na- 
ture. Otherwiſe; it is an Inſtance foreign to the Pur- 
poſe; does by no means anſwer the End defigned ; which 
to entourage” the Heart, and ſtrengthen the Faith, even 
of frail, corrupt, offending Creatures. See Yer. 16, 

l Numb. xt. 3. $ Pal. cvi. 33. 


Finger of Obſervation points it out, in the Practice 
of Others. Even in the Practice of Thee, who have 
been Saints of the firſt Rank, and of the higheſt En- 
dowments. Yet they were defective. Defective too, 
in that 4 very Quality, which was their diſtinguiſhing 
OF" in which af en excelled. | 


Ther. ' While? We are talking, the Day has _ 


| ſbly ſtole itſelf away, and left Us ſurrounded with 


Tulligbr. Which is a Sort of Luſtre intermingled 
with Darkneſs: no Part wholly lucid ; no Part 


wholly obſcure,—An Emblem, according to your 
Repreſentation, of the renewed Soul, and its im- 


perfect Holineſs. _ 
Aſp. A very juſt 3 95 the Goſpel 


. ſtill there is an intercurrent Gloom of Cor- 
ruption. Ignorance mixes itſelf with our Knowledge. 


Unbelief cleaves to our Faith. Nor i is our Purity 


free from all Contamination. —The Prophet Zecha-, 


riah, foretelling the. Eſtabliſhment of the Goſpel 
Kingdom, and deſcribing the State of its ſpiritual 


Subjects, ſays ; It ſhall come to paſs in that Day, tht 
[Ho Light ſhall not be clear, | nor dark . This, as to 


F its 
e 6, 7. Fhis Paſſage ſeems to be one of 
the dvovovia, Things difficult to be underſtood. Therefore, ! 


may be pardoned for an Attempt to clear up the Mean. 


ing; and not ſeverely cenſured, even though I hou 
miſcarry in the Attempt. Zr ſhall come. to paſs. in that 

Day, there. ſoall not be Light, full, unintermitted, and 
ſtrong; but now E 'fulgence (Hp; Preciouſneſs, ſee Jeb 
xxxi. 26.) and 2 — of Viton, anon Obſcurity (3829p 


Coagulatio, Denſity) and Dimneſs of Viſion. Tet it ſal 


be one, real, determinate Day; whoſe Duration, whoſe 
Properties, and all. whoſe Circumſtances, are 4nown ts 
the LORD. Thus much He hath. graciouſly. revealed 


by his Prophet, they Goring the firſt _ * Ghz a 
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its Fteral Senſe, We now ſee exemplified in the cir- 
cumambient Atmoſphere. With regard to its ſpi- 
ritual Meaning, every true Believer feels it accom- 


pliſned in his own Breaſt. 4 
Mer. While Yow are ſo: vehement, in decrying 
all human Attainments; conſider, Aſpuſio, whether 


You do not check and diſpirit Us, in the Purſuit of 


exalted Virtue. 

Aſp. I ſuppoſe, You never expected to be ſuch 
an Adept in Geometry as Archimedes, nor fo pro- 
found an Aſtronomer as Newton ; yet this did not 
check your Application to the Study of Mathema- 
ties, or the Contemplation of the Heavens.—Your 


Brother the Merchant, I preſume, has no Proſpect 


of amaſſing the Wealth of a Cre/us, or the immenſe 
Treaſures of a Kowli-Khan *; yet this does not diſ- 
pirit Him in proſecuting the Buſineſs, which brings 
Him both Opulence and Honour. Z 

However, Theron, ſo long as you deny the Impu- 
tation of CARIST's Righteouſneſs, IJ mult ac- 


knowledge, You act a conſiſtent Part, in being zca- 


lous 


\ 


derful Diſpenſation, i: ball not be entire, Day, mor entire 


Night; but a Mixture or Interchange of both. Some- 


times Grace triumphant, ſometimes Sin rebelling, in 


the Hearts of Believers, Sometimes Calamity darken- 
ing, ſometimes Proſperity brightening, the State of the 


Church. However, at Even-tide, when ſuch an Appear- 
ance is leaſt expected, i: Shall be unmixed, -prevailing, 
perfect Light. Then the Light of the Moon ſhall be as 
the Light of the Sun, and the Light of the Sun as the 


Light of ſeven Days. Then ſhall Satan be trodden un- 
bo; Foot, and the LORD”s People ſhall be all righ- 
„ Rata BET TaNe, SELLING | | A 


„The Treaſures, which this Per/jan Ravager, this 


avantious Barbarian amaſſed, in his Invaſion of the Mo- 
Dominions, amounted to more than eſzbiy-/veu 
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Jqus for the Perfection of perſonal Obedience. You 
dught either to acquire the One, or to accept the 
Other. Therefore, I ſhall produce no more Argu- 
ments for your Diſcouragement but ſhall comprize 
the Whole of my Anſwer, in the Motto to an 1riþ 
Nobleman's Arms; TRY. Or, if this be too con- 
ciſe, I will ſubjoin, with a very little Alteration, the 
Words of a Jewiſb King; When You have at. 
«© tained what You purſue, ring me Mord again, 
* that I may go, and attain it alſo'*,” 
Der. According to your Account, the moſt ad- 
vanced and eftabliſhed Chriſtians, are but like a Com- 
pany of Invalid. Does not this extremely derogate 
from the Honour of our LORD, conſidered as the 
Phyſician of Souls ?. It ſeems to make a mere Nothing 
of Sanctification; and would ſwallow up CHRIST 
the King, in CHRIST the Prieſt. hs 
Aſp. Invalids they are + : and ſuch will continue, 
till they are diſmiſſed from this great Infirmary, and 
. e 8 admitted 
; e Matt. It. 8. „„ op 
I Do not the 3% of Men lament their Ignorance of 
the divine Perfections, their Slowneſs of Heart to be- 
lieve the divine Promiſes, and the Languor of their Gra- 
titude for ineſtimable, for innumerable Gifts of the di- 
vine Goodnefs ! Do they not frequently feel Deadnels 
in their Devotions, Diſorder in their Affections, and va- 
rious other Relics of the original Leaven? Do they not 
often complain, in the Language of the Apoſtle, her 
1 world do Good, Ewil is preſent with me? And ſay, with 
the earlieft Chri/ftians, Ve that are in this Tabernacle a 
roan, being burdened. Burdened, not ſo much with Af⸗ 
iftion: thoſe Heroes in Chriſtianity had learnt, to ve. 
Jette in T1 ribalafion. Bat burdened” with a Senſe of their 
ſpiritual Infirmities, and with the Workings of their in- 
bred Corruption. Which, to a tender and lively Be- 
Hever, are the heawief of Croſſes, and the moſt gallings 
of Loads, —Nay ; do not the Heirs: of Glory au ſbeir. 
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admitted. into that holy, happy, bleſſed World; 
Where ie Inhabitant Saline more * ſay, { am either 


in Soul or in Body ſich *. 


If the Cure was never to. bs . thiedonki. 


Jeſs would be diſhonourable to our Almighty PHY 
SICLAN.: But the ſpiritual Recovery, begun on 


Earth,- and advancing. through Time, will be per- 
fected in Heaven, and prolonged to · Eternity. Does 
this make a mere Nothing of Sanctification . No, 
but it makes room for a continual Progreſs, and af- 
ſords Cauſe for continual Humiliation. It reſerves a 
moſt exalted Prerogative, for the heavenly State and 


beatific Viſion; and perpetually reminds Us of a moſt 


important Fruth, That our preſent Bleſſedneſs con- 
ſiſts, not in being free from all Sin, but in having 
10 Sin imputed to Us +. 

This Imperfection of our Obedience, inſtead of 


confounding, maintains a proper Diſtinction between 


CHRIST the King, and CHRIST the Prieſt. 
Whereas, if We were perfect in Piety, the prieſtly 
Office, with regard to Us, would be ſuperſeded. 
What Need of an Interceſſor, to recommend our 
Prayers? What Occaſion for an High- Prieſt, to 
bear the Iniguity of our holy Things ? If ſome Taint 
of the original Leaven 2 not rn our beſt 


Services:? 5 | 
Wer R., e ER Neither 


* Babes —_— their faireſt Deeds, a thele brighteſt 
Graces, in the Blood of the LAMB? Which, if they 
vere free from Spot, and void of 3 need not be 
made white i in this laczed Nami. See 2 r. 1 + 
* Lai. XXXiii, 24. Ro Plal.. xxXii. 2. 

T Exod. xxviii. 38. Id ehe, expiare Peccata, quibus 2 
Hue eateroguin Actiami ure iuinate funt. - 
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the Goodneſs, or from the Power of CHRIST, 
It rather adminiſters to the advantageous Diſplay of 
all theſe divine Attributes. Of his Wiſdom; in con- 


dAucking the Affairs of his Church with ſuch exact 


Propriety, that the Righteouſneſs of Faith may have 
its due Honour, and the Sanctification of the SPI- 
RI T its proper Eſteem.— Of his Goodneſs ; in car- 
rying on the Work of Grace, amidſt ſo much Infir- 


mity, and ſo many Corruptions; and in erowning, 


with conſummate Happi neſs, ſuch frail undeſerving 
Oreatures. Of his Poiver- in n a Variety 
of Benefits even from—-- 


her. Benefits, Afpaſio! e any Thing beneficial 


proceed from an Evil, which, according to your own 
Repreſentation, is ſo incorrigibly malignant? 

-* Aſp; It will tend to make Us lowly in our own Eyes. 
Wnen We e remember, that by Nature We are alto- 
gether become abominable; that the Remains of this 
hereditary Plague till adhere to our Minds; that no 


one Faculty of our Souls, nor ſo much as a ſingle 


Action of bur Lives, is wholly free from this noi- 
ſome Infection; how muſt ſuch a View of Our- 
ſelves cover Us with Shame, and lay Us low in 
Abiſement'!'* Leſs than the leaft of all thy Mercies *, 
wil be the Language of ſuch a One's very Soul. 
It will diſpoſe Us to compaſſionate C Others. How 
can We take a Brother by the Throat, and require 
ANaultleſs Perfeckion in his Behaviour, when We Our- 
ſelves in many Things offend, in all Things fall 
Mort? Every ſuch Conſideration rebukes, what! 


"ay call Ne Unmereifulneſs. It pleads for 
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Tenderneſs and Forbearance to our Fellow-crea- 


tutes;. Is a Monitor within, and whiſpers that af- 


fecting Remonſtrance; Oughteſt not Thou to baue 


Compaſſion upon thy Fellow-ſervant, fine thy. Almighty > 


LOR D' hath} ſuch renewed, uch unwearied Pity 


or Thee *, 
It will teach Us to at the Riches of dds; 
Shall fallen Creatures, that are taken from the very 


Dunghils of Sin, and reſcued from a Hell of inward. 
Iniquity.—Shall they, notwithſtanding their total 
Depravity in a natural; and their innumerable De- 
feiencies in a renewed State. Shall they be admitted 
into the Boſom of eternal Love ? They be exalted to 
the Thrones of Glory, and numbered with the 


Princes of Heaven ? This is Grace, een 
rich, and divinely free indeed! 
Will it not reconcile Us to the Approach of Death? 


Tbis, methinks, like Wormwood on the Nipple, or 
Gall in the Cup, muſt- tend to wean Us from the 
World. How can We be enamoured with ſuch a 


Land of Darkneſs, and ſuch a Vale of Tears? Or 


why ſhould We covet, when Providence gives the 
| Signal for our Departure, to prolong our Abode in 
theſe Territories of Diſorder ? Surely, this muſt 
incline Us to leave them, every Day, more and more 
in our Affections; and at laſt, to leave them, with 


out any Reluctance, by final Diſſolution, | Leave 


them, for that better Country, where our perſonal 


Righteouſneſs. will no longer be defective, like the 


waning Moon; but ſhine forth with conſummate, 
Luſtre, like the meridian Sun, in the Sa of! 


ur FATHER, | 
„ It 


Matt. xviii. 33. 
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It will endear the Bleſſed 7E S Us in every Ca- 


pacity; as the Stings of the fiery flying Serpents, 


and the Dearth of the waſte howling Wilderneſs, 


endeared to the Iſraelites both their miraculous An- 
tidote, and their Bread from Heaven. — They who 
believe this Truth, muſt ſee their inexpreſſible and 
inceſſant Need of CHRIST's Spirit. The Pro- 


teſtation of Maſes, on a particular Occaſion, will 
be the daily, the hourly Breathing of their Souls; 


Carry Us not up hence, unleſs thy Preſence, thy S PI- 
RI T, go with Us *. For without this Aid, We 
can diſcharge no Duty aright, nor ſucceſsfully re- 
ſiſt any Temptation. — They will be exceedingly 
cautious, not to grieve + that ſacred Gueſt, leſt He 
depart from them, and abandon them to the Power 
of their lurking Corruptions. Knowing, that if 
He abandon them, when ſuch Foes are within, and 
ſo many Snares without; their Caſe, will be worſe 
than Samſon's, when his Locks were ſhaven, and 
the Phili/tines all around Him. 

How highly will ſuch Perſons value the Blud of 
the Covenant, and the Interceſſion of their great 
HIGH-PRIEST!—They will no more pre- 
ſume to enter into the Preſence of the moſt High 
GOD, without a fiducial Reliance upon the aton- 
ing and: interceding SAVIOUR; than the Sons 
of Jacob would have ventured to appear before the 
Viceroy of Egypt, without the Company of their 
younger Brother . In all, in all their Intercourſe 
with Heaven, the great PROPITIATION will 
de their 1 and the great ADVOCATE 3 

n- 
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Confidence. — The impotent Man waited at the 
pool of Betheſda, and the Syrian General dipped ſe- 


ven Times in Jordan. Theſe Perſons will not only 


wait, but live by the Fountain opened for Sin and 
Uncleanneſs *. They will waſh in the ſacred ſanc- 
tifying Stream, not ſeven Times only, but ſeventy 
Times ſeven, | 
When ſuch Sentiments poſſeſs the Mind, how 
dear! O how dear and defirable will our LORD's 
Obedience be] Convinced that We are corrupt, 
univerſally corrupt in the very Conſtitution of our 
Nature, nothing will quiet our Conſciences, or ſa- 
tisfy our Souls, but the Righteouſneſs of FESUS. 
CHRIST. — I called, ſometime ago, our own 
Works Worm- eaten Things. And muſt not theſe 
Corruptions, if they remain ever ſo little in our 
Hearts, depreciate and defile whatever proceeds 
from them? Muſt they not be, in all our Works 
and all our Duties, like corroding Vermin, in the 
Subſtance of our Timber, or at the Core of our 
Fruits ?—Should We not then renounce, utterly 
renounce, what is tarniſhed and debaſed by the Poi- 
ſon of Hell? And rely, wholly rely, for everlaſting 
Acceptance, on our Divine HIGH-PRIEST? 
Who, in his mediatorial Works, as well as in his 
wonderful Perſon, is altogether Light and Perfec- 
tim +; and neither in Him, nor in them, is there 
any Deficiency or any Darkneſs at all. Sect 
WR | 8 8 4 ; Excuſe 
yds A. Nieht ot 
+ Light and Perfection. This is the Meaning of that 
myſterious Ornament, which, in the grand officiating 
Robes of the Jewiſh High-Prieſt, was annexed to the 
Breaſt- plate, and ſtiled Urim and Thummim. Only the 
| | 4 . Hebreau 
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_ Excuſe me, Theron; ; I fear, I have been preach. 


ing. The Importance of the Text, muſt form my 


Apology. It is an Introduction, not to the Records 


of Hiſtory, or the Tranſactions of Philoſophy, but 


to the Knowledge of Salvation, and to the Riches 


| of CHRIST. 
Mer. If my. Aſpaſio 555 been preaching, 1 can 
: aſſure Him for his Comfort, that his Audience has 
been very attentive; and though the Sermon was 
ſomewhat copious, the Hearer neither flept nor gaped, 


—However, I ſhould be glad to have the Whole re- 
viewed, and ſummed up : that, if it has been large 


as the Pyramid, it may: ks: the nnd, termi- 
nate in a Point. 


Aſp. This then is the State of our \ Nature. —The 


Image of the CREATOR is effaced. Wiſdom, 
| Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs are loſt. View 
the Underſtanding; it is Blindneſs and Stupidity. — 
View the Affections; they are Diſorder and Re- 
bellion.— View the Will; it is Enmity againſt 


GOD, the ſupreme Seen ; averſe to Things ſpi- 
ritual ; but fond even to Dotage, of Things earthly 


every Degree of Illumination, and all Kinds of Perfection. 
Does not this very ſignificantly teach Sinners, Whence 
to ſeek their Wiſdom, and Where to look for their Per- 
fection? There never was, in all Ages, more than one 
Urim and Thummim ; and only one Perſon, in each Ge- 
neration, was appointed to wear it. And Who is there, 
in all Worlds, that can give Us heavenly Knowledge, 
but the SPIRIT of CHRIST? What is there, in 


__ Ourſelves or all Creatures, that can preſent Us un- 


blameable before G O * bye. ex . of 
0 RI 97 * | 


Hebrew Words are in the plural Nomber, ail denote 
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tempered; and, to every good Purpoſe, | dead. 
Mortifying, abaſing Views! Methinks, they 
ſhould be like Meduſa's Head *, or like Michael's 

Sword 1, to all Self-ſufficiency and all Self- de- 
pendence.— Shall ſuch a Creature pretend to be 
poſſeſſed of thoſe ſacred Endowments, which may 
conſtitute a proper Recommendation to infinite Ha- 
lineſs ?—lIs ſuch a Creature qualified to perform 
thoſe righteous Acts, which may bear the Teſt of 
inſlexible Juſtice? Can ſuch a Creature fulfil that 


extenſive and exalted Law, which allows of no 


Failure; which demands perfect Obedience; and 
denounces a Curſe on every Tranſgreſſion ? 
\ Should he conceive the vain Hope, or make the 


vainer Attempt, I would now addreſs Him, as Fe- 
boaſb formerly anſwered Amaziah.— Amaziah King 


of Judah, elated with the little Victories he had 


obtained over the Egomites, began ta fancy Himſelf | 
invincible. Prompted by-this fooliſh: Imagination, 


He challenges Jehoaſh King: of Mael, to meet Him 


in a pitched: Battle ; and receives this ironical Apo- 
logue by way of Reply. Which, for Gallantry of 
| Spirit and Delicacy of Wit, for Poignancy of Sa- 


tire and Propriety of Application, has ſeldom been 
_ equaled, perhaps never exceeded. The Thiſtle, that 
was in Lebanon, ſent to the Cedar that was in Leba- 
non, faying, Give thy Daughter to "my Son to Wife : 


#: | and | 


2 


? Meguſe? s Head, the Poets tell Us, was fo mon- 
firous and horrible, that the very Sight of it congealed 
the Blood. Nay; turned every Beholder into Stone. 

I Michael's Sword, Milton informs Us, was ſo keen 
and forcible, that nothing could reſiſt its . 5 What- 
ever it ſmote, was cut in Pieces. 
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and there paſſed: by @ wild Beaft that was in Litbann, 
ond mad down the Thifle . What are We——when 


We offer to eſtabliſh our own Righteouſneſs, or 


preſume to juſtify Ourſelves before the moſt High 
GO D. bat deſpicable Thiſtles, that faney themſelves 
ſtately Cedars? And are not various 'Temptations, 
is not every Corruption, a wild Beaſt of the Defart, 
which will trample on the impotent Boaſter, and 
tread his m—_— Pretenſions in the Qu: 
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&SPASIO was employed in preparing 
S for his Journey. Theron, free from 
Buſineſs, and diſengaged from Com- 
2 pany, had the greateſt Part of the Day 
to Himſelf... Which he ſpent, in re- 
viewing the Subſtance of their late Conferences; not 
without intermingled Aſpirations to GOD, for the 
Guidance of his Divine SPIRIT. 

At Evening, He went, like the Patriarch of old, 
into the Field to meditate * : amidſt the Calm of Na- 
ture, to meditate on the Grace of the Goſpel. —The 
Sky was peculiarly beautiful, and perfectly clear; 
only where the fine Indigo received an agreeable 
Heightening, by a few thin and ſcattered Clouds; 
which imbibed the ſolar Rays, and looked like pen- 
ile Fleeces of pureſt Wool.—All Things appeared 
with ſo mild, ſo majeſtic, ſo charming an Aſpect, 
that, intent as He was upon a different Subject, He 
could not but indulge the following Soliloquy. 

« How 


® Gen, XXiv. 63. 


=» 
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| „ Ho delightful are t the Scenes of rural Natvre! 
«5. Eſpecially, to the philaſophic Eye, and contemplating 
c Mind: —1 cannot wonder, that Perſons in high 
<6. Life, are ſo fond of retiring from a conſpieuou 
1 Station, to the Covert of 4 ſhady 
<© Grove, or the Margin of a cryſtal Stream. = 
c ſo deſirous of quitting the ſmoky Town, and noiſy 
c Street; in order to breathe purer Air, and ſurvey 
e the Wonders of Creation, in the filent, the ſe- 
rene, the peaceful Villa. © ; 
« *Tis true, in the Country, there are none of the 
cc modifh, I had almoſt faid, meretricious Orna- 
e ments of that falſe Politeneſs, which refines People 
c out of their Veracity. But an eaſy Simplicity of 
4 Manners, with an unaffected Sincerityof Mind.— 
46 Here, the ſolemn Farce of Ceremony is ſeldom 
'« brought into play; and the pleafing Deluſions of 
* Compliment have no Place. But the Brow is the 
4 real Index of the Temper, and Speech the genuin 
6 Interpreter of the Heart. 
„In the Country, I acknowledge, We are ſel- 
8 dom invited to ſee the mimic Attempts of human 
: * Art. But We, every where, behold the grand 
'« and maſterly Exertions of divine Power.—No 
< Theatre erects its narrow Stage; ſurrounds it, 
«© with puny Rows of aſcending Seats ;- or adorns 
* jt, with a ſhifting Series of gorgeous Scenery 
But Fields extend their ample ' Area; at firſt, 
„ lightly clad with a Scarf of ſpringing Green; 
ce then, deeply planted with an Arrangement of 
4e ſpindling Stalks; as a few. more Weeks advance, 
cc covered with a Profuſion of bearded or huſky 
„ Grain; at laſt, n ee: with a Harveſt of 
6 . . 5 | | 
6 3 ce Meadow 


* 
8 
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8: Meadows diſcloſe their beautiful Boſom ; yield 


4 à ſoft and fertile Lap for the luxuriant Herbage; 
e and ſuckle Myriads of the faireſt, gayeſt Flowers. 
„Which, without any vain Oſtentation, or jea- 
« lous Anxiety, rival each other in all the Elegance 


« of Dreſs. Groves of various Leaf; arrayed in 
« freſheſt Verdure, and liberal. of their reviving 


« Shade; riſe, in amiable, in noble Proſpect, all 


« around. —Droves of ſturdy. Oxen, ftrong for La- 
«© bour, or fat for the Shambles; Herds of lleeky 


„Kine, with Milk in their Udders, and Violets in 


« their Noſtrils ; Flacks of well-fleeced Sheep, with 
« their ſnowy Lambkins, friſking at their Side; theſe 
c. compoſe theliving Machinery. — Boundleſs Tracts 
« of bending Azure, varniſhed with inimitable De- 
« licacy, and hung with ſtarry Lamps, or irradiated 
e with ſolar Luſtre, form the ſtately Cieling. — While 
e theearly Breezes, and the evening Gales; charged 
« with no unwholeſome Vapours, breeding no peſti- 


4 lential Taint; but fanning the humid Buds, and 


te waving their odoriferaus Wings, diſpenſe a Pro- 


fuſion of Sweets, mingled with the moſt ſovereign 


“ Supports of Health, —This i is the School of In- 


* duſtry! This the Magazine of Plenty ! And are 


they not incomparably more delightful, as well as 
“ infinitely 7%, dangerous, than thoſe Seminaries of 
Lewdneſs and Impiety, where Sin and Ruin wear 
« the Maſk of Pleaſure? Than thoſe Temples of 


© Profuſeneſs and Debauchery, where Belial is daily 


+ or; nightly worſhipped with, what his Votaries 
« call, modiſh Wenn, and genen Amuſe- 
© ment? | 
Here indeed is no nefal oi: to melt in 
Strains of. amorous s Anguiſh, and transfuſe the 
$32 | ' 8 ſickening 


3080 DIALOGUE xv. 
* ſickening Fondneſs to the Hearer's Breaſt. No 
cc ſkilful Artiſt, to inform the Lute with muſical 
0 Enchantment; to ſtrike infectious Melody from 
« the Viol; and ſooth away the Reſolution and 
* Activity of Virtue, in wanton Deſires, or vo- 
c luptuous Indolence.— But the Plains low; the 
c Hills bleat; and the hollow circling Rocks echo 
< with the univerſal Song. Every Valley remur- 
ec murs to the Fall of filver Fountains, or the liquid 
ct Lapſe of gurgling Rills.—Birds, when the chear- 
« ful Morning riſes, or the gentle Evening de- 
on ſcends, perched on a. thouſand Boughs, play a 
e thouſand Airs, wildly yet ſweetly harmonious, 
And did ever Muſic exceed their untapght 
oh ſprightly Warblings? Or can any Colours out- 
de vie their gay and gloſſy Plumage? 
c Charmed therefore with the fineſt Views; lulled 
<« with the ſofteſt Sounds; and treated with the rich- 
* eſt Odours; what can be wanting to complete the 
« Delight? Here is every Entertainment for the 
« Eye; the moſt refined Gratifications for the Ear; 
« and a perpetual Banquet for the Smell; without 
« any inſidious Decoy, for the Integrity of our 
% Conduct, or even for the Purity of our Fancy. 
O ye blooming Walks, and flowery Lawns, 
& ſurrounded with dewy Landſcapes! How often 
e have Patriots and Heroes, laid aſide the Burden 
« of Power, and ſtole away from the Glare of 
« Grandeur, to enjoy themſelves * in your com- 
<& poſed Retreats !—Ye moſſy Couches, and fra- 
% grant Bowers, ſkirted with cooling Caſcades! 
wa How mum en Perſonages, after all their 
| "0 | DO <«< glorious 


1———ů— — 22 me * Agelli, | 
ſays Horace of his little N ſeat. 
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te glorious Toil for the public Good, have ſought 


« an honourable, and welcome Repoſe in your 


« downy Lap. * !—Ye venerable Oaks, and ſo- 
« lemn Groves ont that whiſper to the 
« quivering Gale! Clifts, that over-hang the. 
ce darkened Flood! Who can number the Sages 
« and Saints, that have devoted the Day to Study, 
« or refigned a vacant Hour to healthy Exerciſe, 


« beneath your ſilvan Porticos, and waving Arches? 


6c That, far from the dull Impertinence of Man, 


« have liftened to the inſtructive Voice of GOD; 


« and contemplated the Works of his alt 
« Hand, amidſt your moſs- -grown Cells, and rocky 


« Shades. How inelegant, or how inſenſible is the 
« Mind, which has no awakened lively Relith. 
« for theſe ſweet Receſſes, and their exquiſite 
“Beauties!” 


But whither am I carried? Is not this rural En- 
thufiaſm ? 1 find myſelf talking to Trees; and forget 
the momentous Queſtion, which waits for our De- 
cilon, Here then let my Rhapſody ceaſe, and my 
Enquiry proceed. Does it betray a Want of true 
Delicacy, to be inſenfible of Nature's Charms ? My 
fſpafio thinks, it argues as wrong a Taſte in practi- 
cal Divinity, not to acquieſce in the imputed Righ- 
teouſneſs of FE S US CHRIST.—To this Doc- 
trine I have AIWAyS been extremely averſe. I ſet 

; myſelf 


7] — was ſo dultten with the Amiableneſs'of theſe 


Kenny, that He aſſigns them as an Habitation for RE" 


Spirits, in the Regions of Elyfum. 


ton, 9" 
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myſelf to-oppoſe it with Objections, drawn from the 
Roaſin of Things, and from various Paſſages of 
Seripture. To all which my Friend replied. And 


though I was ſcarcely n, 25 1 was filenced 


by his Anſwers. 
I pleaded for the Sufficiency of our * ncere Obe⸗ 
dience. Eſpecially, when accompanied with Re- 


pentance, and recommended by the Merits of 


CHRIST. Neither was this Attempt ſuceeſsful,' 


His Arguments, ſomewhat like the flaming Sword, 
planted at the Entrance of Paradiſe, turned every 


Way *; and precluded all Acceſs to Life, on the 
Foot of our own Duties. 

At length, Aſpaſio quitted the e ad ats 
tacked me in his Turn. 
and enforced the Threatenings of the divine Law. 
So erat its Tenour | That it demands a perfect and 
perſevering Conformity to every Injunction.—80 
extenſive its Authority ! That it reaches the inmoſt 
Thoughts; and requires Obedience, not bately i in 
the Actions of the Life, but the very Intentions of 


the Heart.—So inexorable its Severity | That it con- 


demns every the ſmalleſt Offence, and curſes every 
the leaſt Offender. 

This Remonſtrance had ſome of the Terror, 10 
almoſt all the Effect, of a maſked Battery.—It was 


; quite unexpected, and alarmed me conſiderably. — 
To puſh his Advantage, He enlarged upon the in- 


finite Purity of GOD. A GOD glorious in Ho- 


lineſs: J/ho. cannot look upon Evil, with any Conni- 
vance, or without the utmoſt Abhorrence. Who 
will aſſuredly deſtroys either the Sin, or the Sinner, 


from before his Face. 


To 


He explained the Precepts, | 
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To complete his Victory, He played off the Doc- 
tine of original Guilt, and original Depravity.— 
That IJ am, by Nature, a Child of Wrath. Fallen 
from GO D by the Apoſtacy of the firſt Adam. 
Dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. My Will, Enmity 
zgainſt GO D: all my Faculties corrupt: every 
Imagination evil! | 


ſpring, from ſuch a Nature? — How they muſt ap- 
pear,” when compared with ſuch a Lau? What 
they muſt deſerve, when tried before ſuch a GOD? 
And whether I will venture to put myſelf upon 


| Trial at the divine Tribunal, on the Plea of ſuch 


performances? > Holds 

| Theſe, I muſt confeſs, are very weighty and 
ſtartling Queries. If theſe Repreſentations are true, 
the Face of human Affairs carries a moſt gloomy 
Aſpect. Or rather, a moſt dreadful Storm is hang- 
ing over the Children of Men.—4ſpafio urges me 
to fly, without any Delay, to the Covert of 
CHRIS T's meritorious Obedience. This, He 
ſays, was wrought out, in the Name, and in the 
Stead of Sinners: this will be admitted, both at 


3 their juſtifying Righteouſneſfs. 

This, He adds, opens a Way, on GOD's Part, 
for the largeſt Emanations and moſt honourable Ex- 
ereiſe of Mercy. On Man's Part, it founds a Title 
to Pardon, to Life, and every ſpiritual Blefling.— 
This Doctrine, eſpecially in fuch a Connection, be- 
eins to put on a more retommending Appearance. My 


Prejudices are really wearing away. I am almoſt a. 


Convert. | 


o Ap 


After all, He bid me conſider What Fruits muſt 


the Throne of Grace, and the Bar of Judgment, 
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1 afin over- heard: the Cloſe of :theſe Reflechions, 
Unwilling to interrupt his Friend; in ſo ſerious an 
Enquiry; and deſirous to obſerve the Iſſue of ſo in- 
tereſting a Debate; He had hitherto-concealed Him- 
ſelf. But thinking this a ne en He 
Lepped forward, and ſaid— 

Asp. Almoſt ! and why. not na a 3 
Wat ſhould hinder gay;dear Theron, from ſubmit 
ing to ſo ratianal a Scheme, with the | moſt entire 
Acquieſcence? Mhat ſhould hinder Him from em- 
bracing ſo cumfortabli a Doctrine, with. the utmoſt 
Complaceney ? Why ſhould he not ſubſcribe, both 
with Hand and Heart, that divine Decree? Shy 
Righteouſneſs is of me, faith the LORD RK. 
ben. If, by this Re Reine, abe Blainnot 3 
are anſwered If the Perfections of GOD are glo- 
rified If the Intereſts of Morality are ſecured—l 
muſt acknowledge, it will be erf Accep- 
tance, than I could ance have: imagined. 

Aſp. And if all theſe Points are not. anode 
gained too in the moſt eminent Manner; I ſolemnly 
declarez/ that. I Will nauer pad, for imputed Righ 
$601 (815 ge. ©; {pre il 

But the Caisse hg . hg all . 
For, there is nothing in its ſacred Injunctions, which 
CNRIS T, did not perform; and nothing in in 
awful Threatenings, which, CAR 1ST did. not 
ſuſtains He fulfilled all its Precepts, by an upſpotted 
Purity: of Heart, and the moſt perfect Integrity o 
Life. He ex bauſted its Whole Curſe, when he hung 
upon the Croſs, abandoned by his FAT HER, 
and a bleeding Viclim for the Sins of his People.— 
This i ee higher Honour to the 1 * 
1 5 a3 


dt 


53 4 1 len. Wr. 17. 


* 
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ffibly have received, em the 
uninterrupted. Duty of Adam; my ol: Ars n 
in all their Generations. 

The Perfections of GOD, Which were diſho- 
noured by our Rebellion, are glorified. He ap- 
pears, by this Method of Juſtification, inconceiv- 
ably rich in ſnewing Mercy; yet ſteady, inflexibly 


ſteady, in executing Vengeance. The Scepter of | 


Grice, and the Stoord of Fuſtice, have each its due 


Exerciſe, each its full Scope. The Holineſs of the 


divine Nature, and the Dignity of the divine Go- 
vernment, are not only maintained, but moſt mag- 
nificently diſplayed. Indeed, it is the peculiar 
Excellence of this wonderful Expedient, that it 
renders all the divine Attributes nn vene- 
rable, and ſupremely amiable. 

Ther. But are the Intereſts of Maorality ſecuted ? 
This is what Fam ftrongly inclined to doubt. And 
to ſay the Truth, this is now =_ REIN Objec- 
ty e your Scheme. 

Ab. I ſhall never blame my Friend; for being 
vigilant and jealous over the Intereſts, of Morality. 
If our Doctrine had a malignant Aſpe& on true 
Morality, I would give my Voice againft it, and 
uſe all my Endeavours to ſuppreſs it.— But it is 
formed with every Tendency to awaken the utmoſt 
Dread of Sin, and affect Us with the warmeſt Senſe 
of our CREAT OR's Love. And is not thar the 
ſrongeft © Barrier againſt the Encroachments of 
Vie?” Is not this 1 ſweeteſt Inducement to * 


Practice of Virtus? * n . 
Iam glad to find, that » Jedtoufy for the ee 

of Morality, is the chief Obſtacle in che Way of 

Jour Aſſent. Becauſe, this Jealeuly I am per- 
Voz. II. „ : x ſuaded, 
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ſuaded, is much of the ſame-Natureavith choſo ar 
bidding and miſtaken, Apprehenhongguhich aur 
Anceſtors entertained, concerning the Qegan, They 
looked upon the Ocean, as an unſurmountahle Ob- 
ſtruction and Bar to univerſal, Sgciety. .; V hereas, 
it. is in Fact, the very Opening and Avenuę to this 
Society; the only Means of ſetting on Foot a ge- 
neral Intercourſe; and the great Highway to alkthe 
Nations of the Earth. What is here affirmed, may, | 
on ſome future Occaſion, be proved. —At preſent, 
let me deſire you to imagine, rather, may the Bleſlzd 
SPIRIT; enable You to believe, That your Sins 
are: enpiatad, through the Death of .FE$LS 
CHRIST That a Righteouſneſs 55 given Vou, 
by virtue of which, Vou may have free and wel- 
come Acceſs to G O Dx; the Merit of which You 
may plead, in order to enjoy all the Bleſſings of 
Nime and Eternity.— Then let me aſk; Will this 
alienate your Affections from your Almighty B- 
NE FAC TOR? Will chis irritate evil Concu- 
piſcenee, or ſend You to carnal Gratifications in 
queſt; of Happineſs? Quite the Reyerſe. When 
this Faith is wrought in your Heart, nothing will 
be ſo powerful, to produce holy, Love, and willing 
Obedience; nothing ſo effectual, to reſine yo 
Temper, to exalt your Delirea, and anne Von to 
avercane. the World, daga 2 bo homer 
What fays the Apoſtle? 7 — the Law amn ded 
te the Lau . Being made to. underſtand its great 
Extent, and high Perfection, I have no longer any 
Hope of Juſtification, through- my own Conformitj 
tits Precepts Did ithis prompt Him, did thut 
ebolden Him, t to neglect or On his Duty! 
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Hear the ſacred Writer's on Declaration. Lam 


releaſed from the Rigour and Bondage of the Law; 
I am directed to CHRIST for Righteouſneſs aud 
Salvation; that I may live unto GOD. That my 
whole Life may be devoted to His Honour, wh 
has brought me into a State uy delighrful,” into a 
Liberty 16 glotious 


Wer. This Liberty, I am afraid will be of very 


little Serviee to the licentious and: gay World. 


App. Ifhall be in no Pain even for the gay World, 


if'once/ they cordially: receive this Grace, and are 
vitally influenced by this Doctrine. Which, far 
from weakening any one Principle of Piety, adds 
to every other Motive, the endearing Engagements 
of Giuthtuldez an and the winning Perſuaſives of Love: 
Nay; 1 am perſuaded, that Multitudes in the gay 


and ficentious World, are held faſt in the fatal Snare, 


by their Ig > of this ſweet; 'alluring; conſola- 
tory Truth. They find themſelves deeply obnoxi- 
ous to divine Juſtice, and feel themſelves ſtrongly 
bound with the Chains of Senſuality. They think, 
it ĩs impoſſible to elear the enormous Score of their 
Guilt ; impoſſible to deliver themſelves from the 
confirmed Dominion of Sin. Therefore, like def- 
jerate Debtors, they ſtiſle every ſerious Thought; 


leſt a Conſciouſneſs of their long Arrears,” and a 


Proſpect of the dreadful Reckoning, err ern 
them before the Time. 

But if they were informed; that the :ofinitelyciers 
diu! S ON of G O Dy has undertaken to redeem 
ſach' undone and helplefs Sinners— That He has 
boroughly 07 the W Ubirid Tran Wee 
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and procured even for ungodly. Wretches-t, all the 
neędful Supplies of ſtrengthening Grace—Tha,, 
inſtead of being prohibited, they arg ingited, to par- 
take, freely to partake, of theſe unſpeakable Bleſ- 
fings—Were they agquainted with, theſe, glad. Tid- 
ings of the Goſpel; dig they, really believe theſe 
glad Tidings of the Goſpel ; their\Chgins, which 
now are like Steel. and Adamant, would i become die 
a Thread of Tow, when it toucheth the Fire t. Yes, 
- My:Eriend,thee:/Txuths,, if once revealed and re- 
ceived.in their Hearts, a * an infallible Me- 
thod to make them free 1. 4. 

What ſhall I ay more, . 


probation? Shall} point out and plead. the mo il 


luſtrigug Precedents OD the, FATHER is 
Well pleated with this Righteouſneſs of our RE- 
DEEMER. He expreſſes his Complaceney by the 
woſt emphatical Mords: . Behald my. Servant, who 
12 amine Elac, in ubm m Soul delighteth . 
In CARIST, and his Rightequſneſs, GO is nat 


only pleaſed, delighted: his ery Saul, every Per- 


tection, of the n. with nen 
Kb en sion: Wants bee 


0% For thoſe; \ Ay have «ol * 5 the L che of 


T4 215 7 ip 


MRI Z, like Pen; blaſphemed and: perſecuted 
im, like Pau J. -Many, that have fallen jy Luer. 


Sins, are ruined for 15 ver, becauſe they do wht ehen 


HE Grace of C Tulffcient for their ardon and 
SanQuicatian, — think that they are gone an 


e Se chat their Tramſeraſiau and thr 
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faction, reſts and 'acquieſces in them.—T ſaid in- 
Fable; for He has declared this, in a Manner ſupe- 
rior to all the Force of Language, by raiſing our 
crucified SURETY from the Dead ; by exalting 
Him to the Heaven of Heavens; and n — | 
it his own Right-hand in Gloty«: 2 

Our LORD FESUS CHRIST is well 
pleaſed. He eſteems it his Honour to ſhine forth as 
the everlaſting Righteouſneſs of his People. It is the 
brighteſt Jewel of his mediatorial Crown. In this 
He ſees of the Travail of his Soul, and is fatisfied- 
Accounting Himſelf fully recompenſed, for all the 
habours of his Life, and all the Sorrows of his Death, 
hen Sinners are waſhed from their Guilt in his 
Blood; and preſented faultleſs by his Obedience. 

The HOLY SPIRILT is equally pleaſed with 
this great Pranſaction; and its matchleſs Effects. 
It is his peeuliar Office, and favourite Employ, to 
anuince the World of their S AVIOUR's Righ- 
teouſneſs. Not only that his Nature was fpotlefly 
pure, and his Converſation perfectly holy; but 
that from both reſults a Righteouſneſs, of infinite 
Dipnity, and everlaſting Efficacy: ſufficient, through- 
out all Ages ſufficient, to procure Acceptance and 
Salvation for the moſt unworthy Creatures. 

Since then, this Method of Acceptance and Sal- 
nation, is excellent and glorious, in tlie Eyes of the 
aorable T RIN ITV Since it magnifies the Law, 
and yields the moſt exalted Honbur to its Divine 
AUT.H O.R—Since it makes ample Proviſion for 
the Holineſs of a corrupt, and the Happineſs of a 
runed World—W hy ſhould my Friend any longer 
dillike it; ; oppoſe. it; or treat it with a cold Indif- 
rence ? Surely, all theſe grand Recommendations, 

— 3 are 
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are'enough to ovet-rule any little Objectidns, w 
may ariſe from'the Sufpicions of —— may 
dran 1 eren of A d * „ $0 
2 1 e not — is, Ahaſns into 
reconcile myſelf to this Doctrine of imputed-Righ- 


teouſneſs: notwithſtanding all he Pains You have 
| takeniy: to make me a Convert. 


Asp, The Diſappointment is mine, but the Lok 
is yours, Theron. —However, let me entreat You; not 


to reject my Sentiments abſol utely, nor to condemn 


them prematurely. Suppoſe it poſſible at leaſt, that 
they may be true; and weigh them in an even Ba- 
lance.— Learn Wiſdom from your Aſpaſis s Folly. I 
was once exactly in your Situation; an in 
your Light, and through your Medium. 

. Converſing, I well remember, with a devout but 
path Perſon, our Diſcourſe happened to turn upon 
that ſolemn Admonition; If any Man will com ifttr 
ME, tt Him den) Himſelf . I was hatangaing 
upon the Import and Extent of the Duty. Sbew- 
ing, that merely to forbear the infamous Action, is 


little. We muſt deny Admittance, deny Entertain- 


ment at leaſt, to the evil Imagination; and quench 
even the enkindling Spark of irregular Peſite.— 
When T had ſhot'a random Bolt, my honeſt Friend 
replied; There is another Inftance of Self- denial, 
eto which this Injunction extends, and which is 
ec of very great Moment in the Chriſtian Religion. 
„J mean, the Inſtance of renouncing our-own 
* Strength, and our on Nighteouſneſs; not lean- 
« ing on thut, for Holineſs; nor relying on = 
6 for Tuſtification. Pat ee the me a. 
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muſti come; little better than a ſuperſtitious Do- 
tardz wand wondered at (what I then fanſied) the 
motley Mixture of Piety and Oddity in his Notions. 
But now I diſcern Senſe, Solidity, and Truth in 
ht rwation *. Now I perceive, that We our- 
fehr axe often the Wannen whits We Ng 
Orhitre'ts be faſt aſleep. 


Ther. You have no Reaſon ws RS 1 


cforbculving Inſtruction from your honeſt Coun- 


ſellor For; Lou know, it was obſerved wot the 
lues, and is | NOW Cem into a mrs e 
en) #8! is (7 TRE 


off nher, vn _—_ anne + — br 


71 4 : 
2 


Neither r 8 "a ſuſpect, that ] ſhall forget or 0 


diſregard your Caution, relating to a precipitate 


Determination af my Judgment. No; I ſhall en- 


deayour to avaid the Rock, on which my Friend 
ſtruck z but happily, it ſeems, eſcaped Shipwreck. 
Lou may likewiſe aſſure Yourſelf, that, upon a 


dubject of ſuch, exceeding great, of eternal Conſe- 


quencę, I ſhall not fail to uſe the moſt attentive and 


impartial; Conſideration. An indelent Supineneſs, 


ora l igated Ohſtinacy, in this great Criſis of Affairs, 
would be of all. Errors the moſt inexcuſable, and 
abe ol n rb the * fatal. "TP 

*109b-H5c tc :U4. "0. — 1 Af. 


Ilron Ul the ſame, omerwile he would neber 
have: pat [thoſe Words into the Mouth of a divine 
Speaker. * Z 2 1 t= $92 5 gg 5: | TO 1 95 
wma 1 OY e „gebt 28 

Imputed Pall abſolve them, 'whe renounce: 111 * 

Deir own, both righteous and untighteous, Deeds; > 

And live in Thee tranſplanted, and from Thee 
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. But ſtill You cannot reconcile. Yourfalf—And no 
Vander, ; For this Way of Salvation runs directly 
ps to the Stream of corrupt Nature. It puzzles 
er, and offends our Pride. W hat? ſhall 
We, not. Work, but believe unto Rigbteouſneſo * ? 
” «Shall Wer egeive all freely, and reckon Ourſelves 
«© no better than z»profitable Servants] Having no- 
0 thing nothing, whkatſoever, that may recommend 


=” Us to our Maker!” This is a Method, to which 


We thould, never ſubmit; this is a Propoſal, which 
. ſhould always ſpurnz were not our natural Sen- 
timents rectified, and our high mane holed, 


} by the. Power of, Grace... 


et me remind Vqu of a little * 3 
You muſk. have read in-the-Grecian Hiſtory, A cer- 
tain, Stranger came, one Day, to dine with ſome 
Lacedemonians; who always ſat. down at a public 

* able, and were content with the plaineſt Food. 
The Gentleman, aceuſtomed to higher Eating, could 
not forbear expreſing{ his Diſguſt, at the homely Pro- 
viſion. —Sir, ſaid the Cook; Vou don't make uſe 


of the Sauce. What do You mean? replied the 


Gueſt. —You don't uſe hard Exerciſe; nor habitu- 


ate Yourſelf to long Abſtinence; nor bring a ſhar- 


pened Appetite to the Meal.—And You, my dear 
Friend, I am apprehenſive, have not the Sauce; 
have not the proper Preparative for this ſalutary 
Doctrine; which is indeed, the Bread of Life, 15 
the yery Marrow of the Goſpe I. 

Der. What Preparative ? ? Did You not juſt nc now 


ſay? That all was free; and nothing nevdful, but 


wo hr 1 receive ts Blfing * 2% en 
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Aſp. True; nothing is needful, as inclining f 
GOD to give; but only as inclining Us to re- 
ceive. — Would You ſeek, would Vou ſolicit, 
would You ſo much as accept, a Pardon from your 
Sovereign; unleſs You ſtood convicted of ſome 
capital Crime, or was apparently liable to Condem- 
nation? Neither will ſinful Man ſeek, no nor ac- 
cept the great Atonement, till He is made ſenſible, 
that the Wrath of GOD and the Damnation of 
Hell, are what He juſtly deſerves; and what, with- 
out the Propitiation of CHRIST, He muſt un- 
woidably ſuffer. | „ | V: 
This then is the Preparative—A Senſe of the hor- 
rible Filthineſs of the leaſt Sin in the Sight of 
GOD; of the innumerable Sins of our Heart and 
Life; and of our undone damnable State on this 
Account. —While de//itute of theſe Convictions, 
our Souls will be like the full Stomach, that lothes 
eren the Honey-comb.—5S0 long as theſe Convictions 
are fight, and hover only in the Imagination; We 
hall be like Gallio &, liſtleſs, indifferent, and caring 
| Sy * | ; v for 
* 45; xviii. 17. A late Commentator, of diſtinguiſh- 
ed Eminence, has attempted to vindicate Gallio's Con- 
duct; and would repreſent it, as an amiable Inſtance of 
3’ 
According to my Apprehenſion, this Roman Governor 
adted a Part, both irreligious and unjuſt.—Irreligious, be- 
cauſe he refuſed to hear the Apoſtle's Defence; which 
was the moſt likely Means of his Converſion and Salva- 
non. As one great End, why Providence permitted the. 
Preachers of op Goſpel to be brought before Raltrs and 
Kings, was, that ſuch an Appearance might ſerve, ws 
pzpTvpior avloi, Matt. x. 18. For a Te/ftiniony (not againſt, 
2s We tranſlate the Word, but) zo them. That even 
18 the Potentates of the Earth, prejudiced and ſupercilious 
_ © they were, might hereby have an Opportunity, of 
hearing 


ny nat yr 


; 
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for None of theſe Things.—But- when they, are 4244, 
and penetratꝰ the Heart; then the Righteouſneſs 
of a REDEEMER will be ſweet, taſteful, and 
inviting. Sweet as Myrrh and Frankiheenſe to the 
Snell; taſteful as Milk and Honey,to.the Palate; 
inviting, as Gold and Treaſures da, the ruined 


„ in wn 505! 92 Jo >» bog. 
«Ther. How are theſe Convictions reught in the 
Scouts | 4. Ri Sons sds de erh 


LAND 540 R bear TCD n: Ab. 
96 nn 21 1 51 * N re | 
hearing the Chrifian Doctrine, and ſeeing 2 Efficacy on 
the Spirits of Mir e becauſe He permitted 50%. 
Benet, then an innocent Perſon,” afterwyhrds A Diſciple of 
CHRIST (1 Cor. i. 1.) to be ſo illdgally.treated, and 
outrageouſly abuſed, without interpoſing for his Reſcue. 
Here was evidently a Breach of the Peace; a manifeſt 
Violation of the Laws. Of bi, therefore, às a civil 
Magiſtrate, He ought to have taken Coghizance. ' How- 
ever He might fancy Himſelf diſcharged from the Obli- 
ation, of attending to the Goſpel, or protecting its 
Preachers: however He might imagine Himſelf autho- 
rized, to treat divine Truths with Contempt; and cal] 
the Striving for the Faith, a Wrangling about Words and 
| Names.—** Words and Names only!” Far otherwiſe, 
Gallio. The Queſtion, concerning FESUS CHRIST 
and ky Salvation, is pregnant with the Life of the 
World, and of greater Moment than all Things under 
Beſides; if the HOLY SPIRIT intended to fix a 
Mark of Approbation, rather than a Brand of Infamy, up- 
on the Proconſul's Behaviour; I cannot but think, it 
would have been expreſſed in a Manner, different from 
Da der THwy ro Ta tet. Which, if it be the 
Language of Applauſe, requires ſome more than ordi- 
na Sit in Criticiſm, to underſtand it aright. But, if 
it be the Voice of Cenſure, is obvious and intelligible to 
every Neader.— Should farther Proof be wanted, We may 
eompare this Incident with the Behaviour of Sergius Pau- 
Aut, on a like Occaſion ; and with the Encomium given 
Him, on that 'Account' by” unerring Wiſdom. 4er 
xi. 7. N 72 BIO 
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Ip. By the Law'in the Knowledge of Sin. Con- 


ſequently,' by the Law is the Conviction: of our 


ündone State. Let Us therefore endeavour to un- 
derſtand the Law of GOD: how pure, how ex- 
tenſive, how ſublimely perfect it is. Then, judge 
of dur ſpiritual Condition, not from the flattering 
Suggeſtions of Self- love, nor from the define 
Examples of out Fellow- creatures, but by this un- 
erring Standard of the Sanctuary. — Above all, let Us 
beſeech the GOD and FATHER of our LORD 

ESUS CHRIST, to ſend his enlightening SPI- 

[IT into our Hearts. For indeed, without the 
enlightening Influences of the SPIRIT, We may 
have the divine Law in our Hand; We may com- 
ptehend its grammatical Meaning yet be like 
blind Bartimeus under the meridian Sun. It is the 


dleſſed SPIRIT alone, who can rend the Veil of 


J orafce from our Minds; and ſhew Us, either 

* the wonderful Things of G OD's Law,” or 
the glorious Myſteries of his Goſpel. In this Seniſe, 
our polite Poet * ſpeaks a Truth, as a im- 
e as it is N e 


S 15 thick Films Hall purge the viſual 1 
And on the fi re n pour the Day. 


Wil Von give me leave to propoſe another Ex- 
peice Which, I believe, may be conſiderably 
triceable j in 50 particular Caſe.” Which, I am 


aſſured, will be greatly. os in many other 
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Tuer. Backward, as I am. to adopt your Doctrine, 
Lap. no Enemy to my own, Intereſt... Therefore, 


hall not only give. You leaye to, propoſe, but give 
You Thanks for cam mlugigg king valuable an 


Advice. 8984 nV 


Aſp, It is, in * none of = nog It was 3 
280 recommended by your, old Acquaintance Ho- 
race *, It conſiſts in Keeping « 4 Diary. 


Compile s a ſecret Hiſtory of your Heart and Con- 
duct.— Take notice of the Manner, in which your 


Tin ime is 597 and of the Strain, which runs through 


your Diſcourſe. How often the former is loſt in 
T rifles, how often the latter evaporates in Vanity.— 
Attend to, the Principle from. which, your Actions 
flow; whether from the ſteady, habitual Love of 
GOD, or from ſome, rambling. Impulſe, and 2 
cuſtomary Propenſity t to pleaſe Yourſelf ? Minute 
down your Sins of Omiſſion. How frequently You 
neglect to glorify. your CRE AT OR; to edify 
your Fellow- creatures; 3. and to improve Yourſelf in 
Knowledge and Holineſs.— —Obſerve the Frame of 
your Spirit in religious Duties. With what Reluc- 
tance they are undertaken, and with what Indevo- 


tion perſormed; with how many Wanderings of 
Thought, and how much Dulneſs of Deſire.— How 


often, in tranfacting common Affairs, Vou feel the 
inordinate Sallies of Paſſion, the Workings of evil 


| Concupiſcence, or the Intruſion. of fooliſh Ima- 


(nations. ) Regiſter 


. 1 2 , be, Edd e 7 

Cmdebat Libris : neque iſi male ceferat ufquam _ 

Decurrent alto, neque ſi bene : quo fit, ut omnis 
Votivã pateat veluti de e/cripta cog 


d Sil. 104 . 
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| Regiſter thoſe ſecret Faults,” to which None but 
ſour own Conſcience is privy, and which None but 
the all-ſeeing Eye diſcerns.— Often review theſe in- 
tereſting Memoirs. Frequently contemplate Your- 
ſelf in this faithful Mirror. And don't be afraid, 

to ſee your Wants and Weakneſſes; Depravity of 
your Heart, and the Iniquity of your Life.— An 
Artiſt, ſometime ago, took a Survey of your! Eſtate. 


each Incl6fure. '' Pictured out every Hedge, and 
foarce omitted A Ling. on Tree, which grew Yoon the 
tanding; your ABe@ions.. Theſe are your noble 
internal Naa. Of which None but LYourſels 
can be a competent Surveyor. 

Ther. It is unreaſonable and prepoſterous, I 12 
acknowledge, to be minutely exact in meaner Mat- 
ters, and to uſe no Accuracy of Inſpection in the 
moſt momentous Affairs. To have a correct Draught 
of our Lands, which are'a tranſient Inheritance; and 
no Map of that everlaſting Poſſeſſion, the Soul. 

Aſp. Gratify me then, my dear Theron, in this 
Particular. As I purpoſe to ſet out very early in the 
Morning, I ſhall inſiſt upon it; that You do not riſe 
before your uſual Time, in order to compliment my 
Departure. But I now make it my Ian Wiſh, and 
my parting Requeſt, that Lou will, for ſome r 
at leaſt, keep a Diary. 

You have wondered at my Opinion, concerning 
the Corruption of our Nature, and the Inſufficiency 
of our Righteouſneſs. This may ſeem ſtrange, this 
may appear ſhocking, to a Mind unacquainted with 
Itſelf. But, when You have ſearched your Heart, 
* 1 1880 when You have felt the Pulſe of 


your 


Drew the Form, 4d meaſured the Dimenſions, of 
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your Soul, by Self. examination: then, You will 
be better able to judge of my Sentiments, and en- 


| ter-into-the/Reafons of my Faith. #3 iT ow 


By this Means We ſhall-alſo diſcover the Sins, 


| which moſt eafily beſet Us; which moſt frequently 
elude our Vipilance, and buſſte our Reſolution, W. 


ſhall learn, hot to poſt out Guard; toben to exer- 
ciſe the ſtricteſt Watch; und where t6: direct the 
Artillery of Prayer.— In a Word; We ſhall learn, 
better than from ten thouſand Volumes, to K NO 
OURSELYEs. A Knowledge, which was ſup⸗ 
poſed, by the antient Philoſophers, to deſcend from 
Heaven * ; - and which, T believe, our Chriflian Di- 


vines will allow, bas a happy Tendency to, lead 


People thither. Becauſe, of all other Preparatives, 
it beſt diſpoſes them for that bleſſed REDEEMER, 
who is the Ways the only Way t to thoſe bi 
| anſions. 

Now I have mentioned a Way, let me + ſugyok 
You traveling through an unknown Country. Vou 
come to a Place, where the Road divides itſelf i into 
Two equally i inviting Parts. You are at a lofs, which 
Track to purſue. Whoſe Direction will Vou chooſe 
to follow? That Man's, who has paſſed through 
neither of them? That Man's, who has paſſed through 
one of them only? Or that Man's, who has paſſed 


and repaſſed them both To wait for an Anſwer, 
| would be an Affront to your: Judgment. Only ſet 


me obſerve, that the laſt i is your Aſpaſio's Caſe. He 
has traveled long, and proceeded Far, even in jour 
Path. All, that © CircumſpeRith and Aſſiduity; all, 


| that Prayer and Self-denial ; ; 25 that F aſting and 


Anm, 
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Alns,. and every other Means. of Grace could do; 


in order to eſtabliſh a Righteouſneſs, of his on, has 


been done. But tone Furpoſe. Hs has alſs trod 
eyery Step in the Ways which be recommends to 
his beloved Friend. „He has made the Trial, con- 
oerning the Righteouſneſs, without! Works,. Ox the | 
Righteouſneſs of O DN. imputed... He can ſet his 
Probatum, of, to hatſoever He adviſes, on this Sub- 
act; and may venture ta ſay, with his Divine 
MASTER, Me ſpeak, that Wi 2 Kauf. and 
teſtify #hat We, have experienced. 
2 her. 1 "am forry | to obere, that . Night i 18 
coming on, and our Converſation almoſt at an End. 

ly Regret is is increaſed, \ by the Conſideration of your 
intended , ourney. —Though Buſineſs obliges You 
to to de part; 5 Jt v will, T hope, afford You Leiſure to 
write. This will be ſome Compenſation for the 
Want of your Company. * 

onder Sun is finking | below the Horizon, and 

ju taking his leave of our Earth. To retard the 


teparting Radiance, a at Jeall tc to alleviate the a approach= 


| oh ing Loſs, thoſe weſtern Clouds catch the Rays; ; and 


ect them to our View, i in a moſt amuſing T Diver- 
of Colours, By: this Means, Ween joy the great 


n in bis cams, even when his Orb i is with- 
Haun from our 89 57 An epiſtolary, Correſpon- 
ence has fomethin * fame Nature. Letters 
may be called, t [alk "of f abſent. Friends. By tl this 
Expedient, they; . their "Thought: ts, even 


dough Countries, Kingdoms, or Seas intercept their 
Speech. Vou muſt, therefore, promiſe n me this Sa- 
GfaRion. That I may converts. with my Aſpaſio by 


the 
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the Pen, when 1 an no 8 boy af Tntercourke 
with Him in ern. 
tf; You have ch 42 Theron Ober 

F i ita er e — have been 
ere cannot but fake none ef inöther Paiticulariy, 
in that magnificent Aﬀemblage of Clouds. How 
they varied their Appearance, as the Lamp of Day 
changed its Situation.— A little while ago, thoſe 
Curtains of the Sky, were ſfreaked with Orange, 
or tinged with Amber. Preſently, they borrow the | 
Bluſh of the Roſe, or the ſoftened Red of the Pink, And. 


Ere long, they glow with Vermilion, or deepen into 5 ir: 


Crimſon. Soon ſucceeds the P urple, more beauti- 11837 
ful and grand than any imperial Robe; and as ſoon E 27 
(thus tranſient is all ſublunary n J) gives vis 
place to the {able Veil of Evening, or ſaddens into il +4444 
the gloomy Pall of Night.—Such, I truſt, will be i Hh 
the Iſſue of my Therox's: preſent. Apprehenſions. old 
All his ſplendid Ideas of human Excellency and 
Self- righteouſneſs; will become faint; will loſe their warts gi 


Imaginary Luſtre; till, at length, they fade away, Benn, 


and darken into abſolute Self-abaſement, —Then, the 
Grace of free Juſtification, will be 28 will be 
deſirable, as the Beauties of the Dawn, b 


no Difficulty, to fay with the Pfalmift and with the 
Apoſtle; Bleſſed is the Man, unte whom GOD in 
m Ee without Works is! 
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Mino at th. _ 5 my 1 
= Friend Cumillus; Where Buſineſs and 

. Incligation will fix me for ſome Weeks. 
his Evening we had amot pleafings 
Ramble. Hawe met wirh nothing 19. 
greeable, lince I left yon Houſe, and loſt your 
ompany. | oB' 94 A1GY.* 
The Time was juſt arrived, and the Scene was 


fully « opened, which furniſhed. our great Poet with 
his fine Deſcription : | „„ 
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nt * on was the. Sun in weſtern, Calemee La 


From Noon; and gentle Airs, due at their han 


Th ſan the Earth now "wal d, and em in 
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At this Juncture, 1 Cantilhus invites me to ales the 
Air.—We walked; ſeveral Times, along a cloſe ſhady 
Alley, arched with'the Foliage of -Filberts. © Here, 
hid from every Eye, and the Whole World with- 
drawn from our View, We ſeemed like Monks ftrol- 
ing in their Cloyſters.— Turning ſhort at the End, 

We enter a parallel Range of majeſtic and uniformly 
ſpreading Malnut- trees. This Tranſition, was ſome- 
what like advancing, through a low Porch, into 
the Iſles of a magnificent Cathedral. The broad 
Leaf, and large Trunk, of thoſe lordly Trees 
their very diffuſive Spread, added to their prodi- 
gious Height give them an Air of uncommon Dig- 
nity. It ſwells the Imagination with vaſt Ideas, 
and entertains Us with a romantic Kind of Delight, 


to expatiatè amidſt ſuch huge Columns, and under 


ſuch fuperb Elevations, of living Architecture. 


"Quitting: -our Cathedral, We turn once again, J 
and paſs into a grand Colonade of Oaks: ſo regular 


in their Situation, ſo ſimilar in their Size, and ſo 


remarkably correſpondent in every Circumſtance, 
that they looked like the Tuns of Nature; not only | 


belonging to the ſame Fam mily, but produced at the 


ſame Birth. Through theſe lay a Walk, ſtrait; ſpa- 
| ciotis, and gracefully long. Far exceeding the laſt 


itt the Extent of its Areaz though much inferior in 


the Statelineſs of its Cieling. It put me in mind of 


that a which, has. allowed Us the 
oF GH 4 Space 
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Space of fix Days, for the Proſecution of our own 
comparatively low Affairs; and ſet apart but one in 
ſeyen, for the more immediate Attendance on the 
ſublime Duty, of worſhipping our. CREATOR. 

This Walk was covered with the neateſt Gravel; 
and not a Weed to be ſeen, nor one Blade of Graſs, 
through the whole extended Surface. It ſtole into 
2 continual Aſcent ; yet. fo very gradually, that. the 
Riſe was ſcarce diſcernable, either by the ſearch- 
ing Eye, the toiling Feet, or the panting Breath. — 
At the Extremity, a handſome Summer-houſe ſhewed 
a Flight of Steps, and half a Venetian Door. The 
reſt of the Building} was hid by the low-hung cluſ-- 
tering, Branches. 

As ſoon as We enter the Apartments A 
throws open the Left-hand Saſh ;. and, with it, a 
moſt enlarged and amuſive Proſpect —The Structure 
appeared ſituate on the Brow of a conſiderable Emi- 
nence. Whoſe Sides were partly confuſed and wild. 
with broken Rocks, partly ſhagged and perplexed 
with thorny Shrubs, The SpeQator is agreeably ſur- 
priſed, to and- Himſelf accommodated with ſo elegant 
a Manſion, on the Summit of ſo. rude and ruinous a 
Spot—But,. how greatly is his Surpriſe and his Sa- 
tüfaction augmented, when he caſts. his Eye for- 
ward; and beholds the. beautiful Meads, which, 
from the Foot: of this ragged Hill, ſtretch them+ 
ſelves into a Space almoſt unmeaſurable.! 101 voi and 

Through the Midſt of this extenſive Vale, Which 
was decked with the ſineſt V erdure, and repleniſhed; 
ith * conn ne 52 n he its ae 
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Flood. Rolled, in a thouſand ſerpentine Meanders; 


as though it was loth to leave the Howery Scene; 


and made repeated Efforts to prolong its Stay amidſt 
ſuch lovely Objects.— Till, at laſt, having loitered 
in its own Labyrinths, and wandered more than 


twice the Length * of the Meadows; having held 


a Mirror to the aſpiring Poplars, and bending Wil- 
lows; having paid a welcome Salute to ſeveral or- 


namented Villas, and paſſed through the Arches of 
two or three curiouſly pendent Bridges; it ſeemed 
to meet the Sky, and mingle with the Horizon. 
Oppofite to the Front Window, a Caſcade fell 
from the adjacent Stream. It flaſhed and foamed 
along the broad Slope, indented with ſmall Pits, and 
jagged with protuberant Stones. The Current, 


vexed and embarraſſed, ſeemed to rave at the inter- 


vening Obſtacles; and forcing its rapid, indignant, 
ſonorous Way, ſtruck the Ear with a Peal of liquid 
Thunder. Theſe fretful Waters —let our angry Paſ- 
ſions obſerve the Admonition, and follow the Ex- 
ample—ſoon forgot their Rage; ſoon recovered 
their Temper. Collected into a little Rivulet, they 
ran off in calm and ſilent Lapſe, till they loſt them- 


ſelves amongſt Beds of O and Plantations of 


Alder. 


their green Heads in the Midſt of the lucid Stream; 
they preſented a moſt unexpected and moſt pleaſing 


be rig gf Some of them were tufted with 8 
1 an 


* The River 0%% in Bidfordflire, 1 by its multiplied 
Windiggs, makes a Space of eighteen 
more than eighty by Water, | 


iles by Lard 5 


The River, i as it Sn; was an 
| here and there by ſeveral little Iſlands. Scattered, 
as it were, by the Hand of Chance; and railing 


Let. T. 
and ſar: 
leſted R 
Portichs, 
of rural 
to be 
fitted fo 
plation. 


Towns 


adding 
receivin 
Wave. 

1 2F he" 
Mind, t 
Syrian * 
ture of 1 
Tribes 
bold the 
goodly ar 
0 Ijrael 
Gardens, 
Fance , 
of ſtatlie 

We h 
ſenger e 
ſettle ſon 
viting R 


+ Num 


D is 
| celightful 


which Pre 
think it v 
of exquiſat 
more inte! 


of Lign- Al 


Let. T7. As rASs TO to ThEROV. 325 


and ſurrounded with Rocks and Shoals, the unmo- 
leſted Reſort of Swans. Some adorned with ſtately 
Porticbs, and ſplendid Alcoves; the graceful Retreats 


of rural Pleaſure. One, larger than the reſt, ſeemed 


to be furniſhed with cool embowering Walks; 
fitted for ſtudious Retirement, or ſedate Contem- 
plation.— On either Side of the charming Valley, 
Towns and Villages lay thick, and looked gay; 
adding Ornament and Variety to the Scene, and 
receiving innumerable Advantages from the paſſing 
Wave. 5 5 1 


The Whole recalled to an attentive Obſerver's 


Mind, that amiable and auguſt Spectacle, which the 
Hrian * Soothſayer could not behold, without a Rap- 
ture of Delight; From the Top of the Racks I ſee the 
Tribes of JE H OVA H, and from the Hills I be- 
bold the Habitations of his choſen People. How 
godly are thy Tents, O Jacob] And thy Tabernacles, 


0 Iſrael! As the Vallies, are they ſpread forth; as 


Gardens, by the River's Side : as Trees of exquifite Fra- 
grance +, which the LORD hath planted: as Cedars 
of ſtatlieſt Growth, flouriſhing beſide the Waters. 
We had but juſt looked about Us, when a Meſ- 
ſenger came for Camillus. As He was called to 
ſettle ſome private Affairs, I choſe to ſtay in this in- 
viting Retreat; and determined to make myſelf a- 


X 3 12:1 MS. 


| Numb. xxiii. 7. | 2, 
+ Numb. xxiv. v, 6. It is well known, that the Word 
Dy is uſed in the ſacred Writings, to denote either a 
elightful Perfume, Prov. vil. 17. or that aromatic Plant, 
which produces it, Cant. iv. 14.—For which Reaſon, I 


think it very juſtifiable, to render the Expreſſion, . Trees 


of exquiſite F ragrance; and am perſuaded, it will be far 


more intelligible to the Generality of Readers, than Trees 


ef Lign- Ales. 
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mends for the Lofs of Camllurs Company, by be⸗ 
ginning a Correſpondence with my Theron. We 
have Pen, Ink, and Paper, in all our rural Retire- 
ments; that, if any Thing is ſtarted in Diſcourſe, 
or occurs in Meditation, worthy to be remembered, 
it may immediately be committed to Writing. 
K could not but obſerve to my Friend, 'that, fine 
2 the Proſpect appeared, there was one Decoration 
wanting; if ſome grand Deformity may be called a 
Decoration. The Ridges of a bleak, and barren 
Mountain, or the Skirts of aSun-burnt tawny Heath, 
would give additional Livelineſs, to the ornamented 
Part of the Landſeape. Thus contraſted, their 
Beauties would acquire a new Charm, and ſtrike 
with double Vigour.—This Circumſtance would 
ſhew Us, what wretched Abodes and inhoſpitable 
Quarters might have fallen to our Share. And 
would probably awaken a more fervent Gratitude 
to the Supreme D 18P OS ER of Things; j who 
has caſt our « Lot in a fairer Ground, and given 
u, a more goodly Heritage.” 
So, a proper Knowledge of the divine Law— of 
its ſublime Perfections, and rigorous SanRion— 
Joined with a Conviction of our own extreme De- 
fliciency, and manifold Tranſgreſſions- — all this 


would endear the bleſſed FE! SUS to our Aﬀec- | 


tions, and powerfully recommend his Ri; hteouſneſs 
to our Deſires.— The Remainder of this Epiſtle, 
therefore, hall turn upon ſome Inſtances of Duty, 
enjoined i in that facred Syſtem. By which it may be 
| e uſeful to examine our Conduct, and fift our 

H E arts : in whith, I believe, we have all fallen ſhort, 


and are all become guilty: from which, We may 


lean the Imperfection of our beſt ke and 1 
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the inexpreſſible Need of a | better Righteouſygſs 
than our own... 


The Knowledge of GOD is che Pbundstisw 0 of 
all vital Religion, and indeed is the Conſummativn 
of human Happineſs. Tt is not only Matter of pre- 
ſent Duty, but the very Eſſence of our future Bliſs ; 
This is Life eternal, to know Thee the only true GOD, 
and. FESUS CHRIST whom Thou haft ſent *. 
—Yet, important and obligatory as it is, are We 
not very defective in this divine Science? Have We 
duly acquainted Ourſelves with the marvelous Ex- 
cellencies'of the LORD JEHOVAH? His un- 
controulable Power, and all-comprehending Wiſ- 
dom ; his unbounded Goodneſs, and unwearied Pa- 
tience ; his immaculate Holineſs, and inflexible Juſ- 
tice ; is never-failing Faithfulneſs, and inviolable 
Veracity ?—Have We, according to the Direction of 
our inſpired Tutor, purfued this ſacred Study on our 
| Knees ; and ſought this moſt noble of all intellec- 
tual Endowments, not merely from Books, but prin- 

cipally at the Throne of Grace. Have We ſought 
it, like that antient Jewiſh Student, with an early 
Application, and with inceſſant Aſfiduity; even 
< from the Flower, till the Grape was ripe 4?“ 
Is that ſcanty Ray of Knowledge, which perhaps 
has forced itſelf through our original Darkneſs, ope- 
rative on our Affections ? Have We loved the 
LORD our, G OD. with all our Heart? This is 
the firſt and great Commandment . Have We con- 
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Ir ſtantly entertained the moſt magnificent and honour- 
b able ee of his ſublime Perfections? Is our 
8 ky ORE 7 EY Eſteem 
be 
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Matt. xxii. 38. 
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325. 
Eftegm for this. immenſely great and moſt blefle 
BEING, high, ſuperlative, matchleſs?, Somewhat 
like that, p by the Pſalmiſt; hom have I in 
Heaven but Thee? And there i 18 None upon Earib, tha: 


T defire in compariſon 1% Thee * 


.— Have we. been af. 


fectionately concerned for his Glory, and zealous to 


advance his holy Religion? Troubled, very ſen - 


fibly troubled, when our MAK ER's Honour has 


been trampled in the Duſt, by kixemtious Longves, 
or flagitious Deeds? e 


Have We made i it our ruling 8 by gnprove . | 


Whole of our Life, and the moſt ſccret Tranſactions 
of our Breaſt, to his all- ſeeing Eye? Reſolved, de- 
Tiberately reſolved to facrifice, not only our darling 
Luſts, but even our moſt valuable Intereſts, when- 
ever they ſtand in competition with the good Plea- 
ſure of his Will In a Word; as the Hart panteth 
after the W ater-brooks, with ſuch vehement and in- 
extizguiſhable Ardour, have We: thirſted after—a 
brighter Manifeſtation of his divine Attributes— 
| ſome ſweeter Aſſurances of his ſpecial Love—and 
an ever-increaſing Conformity to his holy Image:? 


Such was the Temper of thoſe excellent Men, 


who are characterized in the Scriptures: of Truth, 
as Children of the HIGHEST, and Patterns for 
our Imitation. This is their Language; The Dejire 
of our Soul is unto thy Name, and to the Remembrance 


of Thee. With my Soul have I defired Thee in the 


Night; yea, with 2 Spirit within me. will. 1 ſeek Thee 


"Rn. eee 18 ih Waun of Love, and 
BW . . . | Fervour 


1 10. xxvi. * ay We can 4 tell, «witch to 3 


on moſt, the Beauty of the Deſcription, or the Prety © of 


the ee 4. —_ os and n __ Wiſhes, 


but 
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Fervour of Deſire, any needleſs or extravagant Pitch 
of Devotion; but a reaſonable Service, indiſpenſibly 
due, from all intelligent Creatures, to the great 
AUTHOR of their Being in whom all poſſible 
perfections, with the utmoſt Exaltation and Dig- 
nity, reſide from whom all Manner of Bleſſings, 
in the moſt copious and never-failing Communica- 
tions, flow. 1 | | 465 

When We receive, from an abſent Friend, rich 
and repeated Preſents ; Caſks of generous Wine, or 
Jars of delicious Fruit; We feel Qurſelves inkindled 
into a grateful Affection. We honour, We love the 
Perſon, who allows Us ſuch a diſtinguiſhed Place in 


a Series of active and tender Benevolence. — The 
Bleſſed GOD is a Friend to Us All, infinitely 
powerful, and equally munificent. We are. the 
conſtant Objects of his more than friendly, of his 
parental Cares. Every. paſſing Moment is a Meſ- 
ſenger of his Patience, and charged with ſome Fo- 
ken of his Bounty. For our Sake, He has diffuſed 
Bleflings over all the Face of the Earth ; and com- 
manded every Element to concur, in miniſtering to 
our Accommodation. He has not only adapted his 
Benefits to our ſeyeral Wants; but has given them 


6 2 
| but ſuch as prompt to vigorous Endeavours; T awill feek 
| Thce,” And early, with the moſt vigilant Application and 
unwearied Aſſiduity.— The Emphaſis is very much in- 
| creaſed, by the Addition of thoſe lively Words, with my 
. doul, yea auith my Spirit; with the whole Bent and Sway 

of my Affections, and with the ſteady invariable Deter- 

mination of my Judgment. —T hus have I deſired Thee, 


. 


. eren in the Night 3 when both the. Purſuits and the 
f Thoughts of other People, are ſunk and loſt in profound 
p Repoſe,/ Thus woill 7 ſeek Thee, with a Zeal—early as 


the riſing—conflant as the returning Sun. 


his Heart; and expreſſes his cordial Regard, by ſuch 
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A ' Diudrfficattn large as the Seope of our Wiſhes, 
and an Enrichment, far d all that our Fancy 
could conceive: =Profuſe Liberality ! Yet ſmall and 
ſcanty, compared with his moſt adorable l. 
in CHRIST Es 
What? If GOP, willing to manifeſt the ſuper- 
bund Riches of his Kindneſs, had made bare the 
Arm of his Omnipotence; and ſtruck a moſt mira- 
culbus Road through the Surges of the Ocean, to 
afford Us a fafe Paſſage ?—If, to accommodate Us 
In our Travels, He had Brought Waters out of the 


Ainty Rock; and bid the Ravens bring Meat to our 


Fits, bid the Winds convey Manna to our Doors? 
If, to furniſh Us with a commodious Settlement, 
He Bad derhiondd mighty Kings, diſpoſſeſſed popu- 
Tous Nations, and made the Walls of impregnable 
Eities fall to the Ground 7—If, to further the Diſ- 
patch of our Buſineſs, or facilitate the Conqueſt of 
our Enemies, He had arreſted the Sun in his meri- 
dian Career, and laid an Embargo upon the Moon, 
ſetting out on her nightly Tour ?-—In ſhort, if to 
promote our Welfare, He had ſuf pended the Powers, 
and controuled the Laws of univerſal Nature ; had 
| wrought all the Miracles, exhibited in the Land of 
Egypt, or recorded in the Volumes of Inſpiration— 
Should We not think Ourfelyes under the moſt in- 
-violable Engagements, to love the LORD our 


GOD, Who had dhne fo- great Things for Un; to 


' 16ve'Him unfeignedly and ardently; to love Him 
With a ſupreme Affection, * ene every other 
amiable. Object? Vet, We have greater, incom- 
parably greater Obligations to our Almighty BE- 
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ons Truth 1) G0 D ſpared. not bis S O N—his 
an $ON-—his tranſcendently. glorious and divinely 
los SON but deliuered him up to the deepeſt 
Humiliation, and to the moſt accurſed Death, far 
Us Men and our Salvation. 
, Theron! Have We been n with Mon- 
Ar, at the Contemplation of this Goodneſs ? Have 

our Hearts glowed with Gratitude, under a Senſe of 
theſe Mercies ? Surely, No Man need be convicted 
of any other Crime, at the great Tribunal, than 
Inſntibility of ſuch Love, and Ingratitude * ſuch 
Favours. Tbis, without the Acceſſion of horrid 
Impieties, i 1$ enough. to leave Him. abſolutely inex- 
cuſable. This is enough to prove Him one of the 
moſt 4 bi figenuans, and moſt deteſtable of Creatures, 


Have We exerciſed Ourſelves in frequent Thankf- 
giving ? Many are the ExhpÞrtations to this honour- 
able Duty. Praiſe thy GOD, O Sion :. Praiſe Him 
for his mighty Acts + :—Praiſe Him n to his ex- 
cellent Greatneſs j.—Innumerable are the Incitements 
to abound in this pleaſant Service. Every Comfort 


has a Voice, and cries in the Ear of Reaſon; O 
that Men would my praiſe the L OR D for his 


 Goodniſs. 


* pfal. Ari 12. 85 "4 Pſal. KY "Px 2 
* Among theſe Exhortations, We may rank that beau- 
a and devout” Addreſs to GOD, Sx Tm My 
Pſal. xxii. 3. Yon that inbabiteſt — Light inacceſſible, 
ſhall I ſay! The Regions of Immenſity, or the Ages of 
E Kternity ? ? No; but what is a more exalted Character 
The Praiſes of Thracl. 'F inely ſignifying, that Praiſe is a 
moſt acceptable Sacrifice ; which the Divine MAJES- 
= vouchfafes to regard. with peculiar Delight.—Inti- 


ng alſo, that the Exerciſe of Praiſe ſhould not be an 


ccainal Thin Pg, like a tranſient Viſit to a Stranger” $ 
; but a daily and almoſt unintermitted Service; like 
— Refidence of a Perſon i in his own * 
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Goodneſs." Every Deliverance enforces the Addreſs, 
andi furniſhes freſh Materials for the heavenly Em- 


1 ploy. The Man after GO D's own Heart declares, 
as an inviting Example for our Practice; I will bleſs 


the LORD. at all Times: His Praiſe ſhall continudl 
be in my Mouth * : Yea, as long as I have any Being, 
Pill: fing Praiſes unto my GOD f. Indeed, when 
We conſider the inexhauſtibly rich Bounty of 
80D our CREATOR, and the inconceivably 
tender Mercy of GOD our REDEEMER, it is 
both ſtrange and deplorable, that the Love of GOD 
is not always prevailing in our Hearts, and the Lan- 
guage of Praiſe ever flowing from our Lips. 
Iwill not ſuppoſe our Character fo irreligious, that 
We have neglected. the daily Worſhip of G OD, 
either in our Cloſet, or in our Family.— But, have 
we prayed with that profound reverential Awe, which 
is due to the HIGH and LOFTY ONE, who 
znbabzteth Eternity? Have We made our Supplica- 
tions with that fervent Importunity, which may in 
ſame meafure correſpond with the extreme Indigence 


of our State, and the invaluable Worth of the Bleſ- 


ſings We crave Have our Petitions been attended 


with that /Zcady Afrance, which may glorify the Good- 


neſs, the Power, the Veracity of the LORD? 
May evidently declare, That He 7s rich in Merc, io 
All that. call upon Him t, that He is the LORD 
EHC V IAH, in whom. 1s everlaſting. Strength |: 
that He is ibe GOD of Truth, and faithful for ever b. 
We call Him FATHER : but have We truſted 


in Him, with that unſuſpecting, chearful, filial Con- 


fidence, which a Child repoſes on the Fidelity and 
CCo⅛!ß!ß and Act Indul- 


* Pfalc xxxiv. 1. + Pal; cxlvi. 2. k 
x. 14. l Iſai. Xxvi. 4. 5 Deut. xxXII. 4. 
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Indulgence of ſuch an earthly Relative? Have We 
not entertained, too often entertained narrow, dif- 
honourable, beggarly Apprehenſions, concerning the 
Treaſures of his Liberality, and the Bowels of his 
Pity? Rating them even lower than our Parent's, - 
our Friend's, . or our own. ++ * Tron | 
Have We been careful to carry the Spirit of our 
Prayers into our ordinary Converſation ; and waited 
at the Door, as well as approached to the Throne of 
Grace ?—Amidit the Intervals of our ſolemn Devo- 
tions, have We cultivated an ejaculatory Intercourſe 
with Heaven? How highly would the ambitious 
Courtier prize, and how frequently would He ſe 4 
privy Key, which ſhould give Him, at all Hours, 
iree Admittance to his Sovereign. This Key of Ad- 
mittance, only to an infinitely. more exalted PQ- 
TENTATE, We all poſſeſs in the Practice of 
mental Aſpirations to G O-D.—It is certainly the 
nobleſt Employ, and will be the richeſt Improvement 
of our Thoughts, to ſend them in ſuch ſhort Em- 
baſſies to the KING of Kings; and to derive, by 
ſuch occafional-Sallies * of Faith, a renewed Supply 
FT | from 


We have, in Scripture, very remarkable Inſtances 
or the-Succeſs,, which has attended ęjaculatory Prayer. — 
Obſerve, Nehemiah : He ſtands before Ahafuerus, aàppre- 
tenfive of the Monarch's Diſpleaſure, yet defirous to ſo- 
licit Him in Behalf of Fery/a/em. To be delivered from 
lis Fears, and to obtain his Defires, what Method does 
He uſe? The mean and ſervile Arts of Flattery ? No; 
but the manly and devout Expedient of Prayer. I pray-/ 
ed, ſays the Patriot, 20 the GOD of Heaven. We cannot 
ſuppoſe, that He fell on His Knees, or ſpoke with His 
Lips, while He continued in the royal Preſence. But he 
darted up his Soul in filet Supplication. Which Sup- 
plication © pierced the Clouds; reached the eternal 
arone; and returned not again till a Bleſſing was 8 
; | a Ra TOR 1+ uch 
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from the Fountain of all Good. How great a Ly 7 


then muſt it be to our ſpiritual Intereſts,” and how 


contem 


Fa 1 8141 8 
} . 


ous à Diſregard of the ever- preſent ] E- 


expetted. Nebim. ij. 4. 


When David heard, that Abiraphel, the ableſt Politician. 
in his Kingdom, was revolted to 4b/alom ; ſenſible what a 


Leſs his Affairs had ſuſtained, . and what an Advantage 


the rebellious Party had peguired, He betook himſelf to 
" an Opportunity of Retire- 


tis GOD. le flaid not 
ment, but inſtantly and upon the Spot cried; O LORD, 


I pray Thee, turn the Counſel of Abitophel into Fooliſbneſi 


A ſhort Addreſs, but very efficacious. E, who dil- 
.appointeth the Devices of the Crafty, ſent a Spirit of In- 
fatuation among the Rebels; and mclined them to reject 
the Advice. of that judicious Stateſman. Which le 


1 


Step brought upon their horrid baden, the Ruin it 
ral 


deſerved; and chagrined the wretched tor, even to 


Rage, Frenzy, and Suicide. 2 Sam. xv. 31 Orville 23. 


Aniyntor, at a memorable Period of his Life, was un- 
der great Diſtreſs of Conſcience, and haraſſed by violent 
Temptations. He made his Caſe known to an experi- 
enced Friend; who ſaid, Amyntor, You do not pray. Sur- 
priſed at this, He replied ; ** I pray, if ſuch a Thing be 


«© poſſible, too much. I can hardly tell, how many Times 


in the Day, I bow my Knee before GON ; almoſt 
* to the Omiſſion of my other Duties, and the Newer 
<« of my neceſſary Studies.“ You miſtake my M 


% mony of the Knee, but to the Devotion of the Heart. 


Which negle&s not any Buſineſs, but intermingles 
«© Prayer with all. Which, in every Place, looks unte 
« the LORD; and, on every Occaſion, lifts up an in- 
6s — longing Soul for the Supply of his Grace. This 
dded He, and ſpoke with a peculiar Vehemence) 
Devils in l cannot 


66. (a 


| & this is the Pr ayer which all the 


* yithſtand:”—This, I would farther obſerve, is the 

Prayer, which brings down ſomewhat of Heaven into 
the Heart; in which I,would myſelf deſire to abound ; 
and would earneſtly recommend, to all my Acquaintance, 
and all my Readers, ER ag Cm”. - 


: l HOVAH, 


Such as totally averted. the Wrath, He dreaded ; and 
procured Favour and Aſſiſtance, much larger than He 


eat. 
« ing, dear Amyntor. I do not refer You to the Cere- 
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HOVA H, to omit entirely, or long to diſcontinue, | 
this moſt beneficial Practice of habitual Adoration ?. 


Can Lou, my dear, Theron, acquit Yourſelf on 
this Article of Enquiry ? Has not every Day of your 
Life been a Day of Negligence in this Reſpect? 
Been a perpetual Diſobedience to our 8 AVI OUR's 
InjunRtion ; Men ought, in this Manner alpays ts 
pray,” and not to faint . | 


Have We ſanctified the Sabbath 2 Has hy 


remembered the delightful Interview at Peniel? Have 


arichly laden Veſſel ? Have We improved it, as 
Huſbandmen improve the ſhining Hours of the Han 
veſt ?—Have We wholly laid aſide every earthly En- 
gagement; nat ſpeaking our own Words +, nor allow- 
ing Ourſelves in any Gratifications, which way. in- 


morials of our REDEEMER's dying Merits, 
and the Seals of his unchangeable Loving-kindneſs, 
been xeliſhed as 2 Feat, and prized as a Portion? 


very great Seriouſneſs, and with the utmoſt Affec- 


M In e 5 ß ol Glory peaks to 


„Lale xviji. 1. . 7215 ” bit, 13. 1 Pal. 


iv. 10. 8 „ 


LORD's Day, with all its ſolemn and ſacred Or. 
fend; been- our Delight ? —Have We. remembered 
that diſtinguiſhed Portion. of our Time, as Jacob 


We expected it, as Merchants expect the Arrival of 


terrupt our Communion with the FAT HE R of 
Spirits? Has one Day in his Courts been preferable to 
a Thouſand t, ſpent either in the Works of our Call- 
ing, or in the Scenes of Recreation? Have the Me- 


Have We honoured GOD's holy Verd? What 
greater Mark of Diſeſteem, than to deſpiſe a Perſon's 
| Diſcqurſe ; and not to. think his Speech worthy of : 
our Notice? Eſpecially, when He addreſſes Us with 
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his Creatures; fpeaks with the moſt perſuaſive Ener- 
of parental Tender- 
neſs. - Have We Hiſtened to our CREATOR, 
with Reverence and Delight; and — with 


gy, and with all the Yearnings 


Trembling at Th faith the LORD? 
Have We ſearched” the Oracles of Truth, 
merely as Scholars, but as Sinners; not from a pr 


of Curioſity, or with an Air of Formality, but with 
a Solicitude and Ardour, becoming Perfons who 
enquire after the SAVIOUR of their loft Souls? 
Have We ſubmitted our inmoſt Thoughts to their 


impartial Scrutiny; to receive Conviction of Sin 


from their awful Remonſtrances, and to hear the 


Sentence of Condemnation at their righteous Bar 


Have We been willing to ſuffer the Reproach of 
conſcious Baſeneſs, while they have ripped up the Dif- 
guiſes of Falſhood; laid open our ſecret Iniquities; 
and brought all our evil Ways to Remembrance? 
Thus Fofiah acted. His Heart was tender, and He 
- humbled Himſeſ before the LORD; He rent his 
Clothes, and wept before the LORD; ry He heard 


the Words of the Book of the Law *. 


Have We hid the glad Tidings of the Gofpel, | 


within our Memories, within our Hearts? Have We 


been diligent to ſuck this Honeycomb + of Grace, by 
itation, and ſubſequent Prayer — 


Have We valued the precious Promiſes, as Gentle- 


men of W ealth value the Writings of their private 


Eſtates; or as etifranchiſed Bodies efttem the Char- 


ter of their public Privileges ? Have We, like the 


princely Patriarch; long > for thoſe Words of Edi- 


Feation, Echortation and 2 fert, more than for our 


neceſſary 
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neceſſary Food * 7 And, like the royal Prophet, 
preyented the Night-watches, that We may be 
occupied in thoſe Statutes + and Oe of 


Heaven? 


We have hitherto . the 1 * 
a few Inſtances of the affirmative Kind; how dread- 
fully will the dark Account be felled, if, inſtead 
of Love and Obedience, there be Hatred and Op- 

poſition Hatred of the Name, Glory, and Wor- 
ſhip of GO D—Oppoſition to his mige King 
dom, and Service! 

600 is infinite Perfection: worthy of all Admi- 
nation: exalted above all Praiſe. Vet do not our 
Thoughts more frequently, or more naturally turn 
upon our own Accdmpliſhments, than upon the il- 
luſtrious and ſhining Attributes of the AL MIG H- 
TY? This is, in itſelf, the moſt ſhameful Detage ; 
and, in GOD's Sight, the moſt abominable Idola- 
try. Vet, let Us obſerve, and We. ſhall probably 
hnd, that, as Damps ariſe in the Mines, or Fogs 
in the fenny Grounds, ſo naturally, and ſo copiouſly 
do theſe — Reflections ariſe in our de- 

60 D is an everlaſting King. Have We nat 
often reſiſted his Authority, by open Diſobedience; 
often diſputed it, by ſecret Murmuring ? Have We 
not, as far as in Us lay, depoſed the omnipotent 
SOVE REIGN, and exalted Self into the 
Throne? Made Self- will our Law, and Self- pleaſing 


our End? Thus adding Sacrilege to Rebellion? 


GOD. is tranſcendently gracious and amiable,— 
Amiable as He is, have We not too often ſpurned 


Him from our Affections, by being Lovers of Plea- 
. Vo "=: 1 Jure, 


Job. xxili. 12. + Pſal, cxix. 148. 
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confounded; e md ae re reg and” ſelf- 


condemned.” 


715 our. Heart w warm 0 cs * 00% 
manners will put Expreſſions of Civility into our 
Mouths; but has a Power from on High implanted 
the royal Law of Charity in our Breaſts? The Cha- 
racter of a Gentleman requires a Deportment acceſ- 


Let. 1. 


fare, more than Lovers of G OD Gracious as He Do We 
is, have We not too long turned our Backs upon count ol 
Him, by forgetting his Benefits; being inſenſible vices: thi 
of his Preſence; and not having fo much as a real Creature 
Deſire to ſerve or glorify Him? O! how common, his prov 
yet how heinous; is this Iniquity h It is a total De- conform 
parture from tlie great End of our Exiſtence. It cauſe W 
renders our whole Life one continual Sin. Nay, has boug 
it is a Complication of Sins; it is every Tranſereſ- will mal 
ſion in Embrio. What is the Stubbornneſs of ca- Member 
reſſed Children, and the Negligence of entruſted I Are v 
Servants? What is the Indifference and Diſdaia Intereſt 
of) obliged Dependants? What the Deceit and Happine 
+PFreachery of choſen Favourites? Is not each of WI promoti! 
theſe Practices, odious, vile, provoking ? Vet they them wi. 
are all included in that one grand Evil, an habitual the ſame 

| Forgetfulneſs of the bleſſed GO D. | nun Fel 
Awake, Conſcience! Summoned 405 ee _ amiable, 
Thou art, in Behalf of thy ſupreme LORD, bear template 
an impartial Teſtimony. Then, I am perſuaded, placeney 
the Pharsſee in our Breaſts, like the Man-unfurniſhed real-Sati 
with-the Wedding-garment, muſt be ſpeechleſs and croacher 


mt barel 
Do W 


ſible, obliging, and courteous: has the Spirit of 
ee taught Us to love, nat in Mord or plau- 
* de only, b but iin Deed and i in Ti a $f— 


Do 


2 Fim. ii. 4. + 1 John ili. 18. 
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Do We love our Neighbours, not merely on ac- 
count of ſome Relation they bear Us, or Tome Ser- 
vices: they have done Us? But, becauſe they are 
Creatures of the bleſſed GOD; are the Objects of 
his providential Care; and capable at leaſt of being 
conformed to his Image? Do We love them, be- 
cauſe We hope, that the LORD FESUS CHRIST 
has bought them with his Blood; and has made, or 
wilt make them Partakers of his SPIRIT, and 
Members of his Myftical Body? ? 
Are We ſincerely concerned for their Credit and 
Intereſt; for their preſent Welfare, and eternal 
Happineſs? Do We embrace all Opportunities of 
promoting, both the one, and the other? Embrace 
them with the ſame Alacrity, and i improve them with 
the ſame Zeal, which actuate Us in purſuing our 
wn Felicity ?—If they exceed Us in all that is 
amiable, and all that is proſperous, do We con- 
template their ſuperior. Excellence with a real Com- 
placeney, and their more abundant Succeſs with a 
real Satisfaction? Is Sefifbneſs, that exorbitant En- 
eroacher, kept within Bounds; and do We ſet, 
at barely our. own;: but another Wealth ? 

Do We diſlike to hear, and abhor to ſpread, de- 
famatory Tales; even when our Adverſaries are the 
Men, whom they tend to blacken When rudely 
iffrotited, or cauſeleſſy abuſed, do We pity the Of- 
fenders, for the Mrong done to their own Souls; ra- 
ther than kindle into Reſentment, at the Indignity 
offered to Ourſelves ? When greatly injured, are 
We ſlow to Anger, and not eaſily provoked ? Are 
We much more willing to be reconciled, than to 
foment Diſpleaſure, and proſecute Revenge? In a 
Word; do We love our Enemies; bleſs them, that 

„ — 
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curſe Us; do Good, to them, that hate Us: and pray 
for them, which deſpitefully uſe Us, and perſecute Us *? 
Without this loving and lovely Diſpoſition, N. 
abide, ſays the Apoſtle, in Death t; are deſtitute 
of ſpiritual, and have no Fitneſs for eternal Life. 

Let me add—Are all our Graces, and all our 
Works, clathed with Humility ? This ſhould be the 
Dreſs, in which they ſeverally appear; as well as the 
Bond of Connection, which unites them all .Do 
We maintain a very low Opinion of our own Ac- 
compliſhments, and in Honour prefer Others to Our- 
ſelves |? Habitually ſenſible, that We are leſs than 
the leaſt of the divine eie, and the very chiefeſt 
of Sinners? TO 


oy 1 might eaſily have branched out all the preced- 
ing Subjects, into a much greater Variety of inter- 

rogatory Articles. But I intend only to preſent 
You with a Specimen. Your own Meditations will 
enlarge the Sketch, and ſupply what is defective. 
Only let me beg of You, my dear Friend, to try 
your State by this Touchſtone; to prove your Con- 
duct by this Standard. And may the FAT HER 
of is 8 e .You an OTIS. to 80 
| „ | the 


" Matt: v. * What 11 7¹ 8 is this? Ba dis. 
intereſted! how extenfive ! how triumphant! Muſt not 
all the boaſted Benevolence of the Philoſopher and Mo- 
raliſt, ſtrike, Sail to this evangelical, Charity? Muſt not 
both Moraliſt and Philoſopher acknowledge the Neceſ- 
ſity of a divine Operation, thus to enlarge, exalt, an 
wins their loriut Affections? 2 2 5 


1 + 1 John 111. 14. 


1 Pet, v. 5. Dreſs, Bond The unuſual Word ſrop 
Coraole 1 is ſuppoſed to have both theſe Significations, 
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the exact Purity and ſublime perfection of his holy 
Law! 7 | 

Have You lived in the uninterrupted eie 
of all theſe Duties; avoiding whatever is forbidden, 
and obeying whatever i is commanded ? Your out- 


ward Behaviour, I know, has been free from no- 


torious Violations; but has your inward Temper 
been preſerved, from all ungodly Motions, and 
from every irregular Defire ? Is there no Enmity in 
your Heart to any of the Precepts ; ; nor any Back- 
wardneſs, nor any Failure, i in Fee each and 
every Injunction? 

When You put theſe Queſtions to Yourſelf, re- 
member; That every Sin is a Contempt of infinite 
Majeſty, and ſupreme Authority. That every Sin 
pollutes the Soul, and renders it a Kind of Hell; 


is a Departure from G OD, and an Imitation of 


the Devil. That the Wages due to every Sin, is 
eternal Death; and the Doom denounced on every 
dinner, is an everlifiing Curſe. Remember; That 
if You fail in one Point, or in any Degree, You are 
guilty of all . Nay; if your Conformity be not 
perſevering as well as perfect, You incur the Pe- 
nalty, and are abandoned to Condemnation u N- 
LESS, renouncing all your perſonal Performances, 
You place your whole Affiance on a SAVIOUR's 

Atonement, and a SAVIOU R's Righteouſneſs. 


A think, Vou will not dare to put the Iſſue of 


your everlaſting State upon the former Footing. 
Which is not only hazardous, but mult be inevit- 
ably ruinous. You will infinitely rather chooſe, to 
acknowledge Yourſelf a poor Inſolvent; and plead 
the unſearchable Riches of your REDEEMER's 
N % - Obes 


* n 10. Gal. 111. 10. 
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Obedience; and rely on the unparalleled Merit of 
your REDEEMER's Blood, | 

To thoſe who believe, the Law, though Arik, is 
not terrible. Becauſe, be its Precepts of Holineſs 
ever ſo extenſive, they have been moſt completely 
_ fulfilled by their glorious SU RETY, Beits penal 
Sanctions ever ſo rigorous, they have been ſatisfied 
to the utmoſt, by their great ME PIAT O R.— 
Believers, therefore, may make their Boaſt of their 
adorable SPONSOR. They may fit under his 
Shadow with great Delight *. hile the Thunder- 
ings of Mount Sinai, and all the Terrors of the le- 


gal Diſpenſation, tend only to increaſe and quicken 


the refreſhing Senſe of their Safety, Juſt as the Poſ- 
ſeſſor of a plentiful. Eſtate, in ſome peaceful and pro- 
ſperous Country, repoſes Himſelf under the Shade 
of his Vine, or the Shelter of his Fig-tree ; and, 
Hearing of the Wars which embroil, or the Plagues 
which depopulate other Nations, taſtes, with aug- 
mented Reliſh, his own F elicity. - | 

Let me cloſe with the affectionate and phate 
With of an inſpired epiſtolary Writer, That the 
LORD of Peace may give my dear Theron Peace 
always by all Means +! Then 1 ſhall think, my 
Wiſhes are accompliſhing, and this Bleſſing is at the 
Door, when He ſees the Purity of the divine Law 
— ſees the Depravity of his own Nature — and the 


Impoſſibility of being juſtified, without an Intereſt in 


the great M EDIATO R's Righteouſneſs, That 
Righteouſneſs, which, as it is the only Hope, and the 
ane Joys is therefore the datling Theme, of 


You ur ever Faithful * 
py A SPASIO. 


© Cant, ii. 3. 85 + 2 Theſſ. iii. 16. 
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P. 5. Shall I abridge the preceding Letter, and con- 
tract the Whole into thoſe two great Com- 
- wandments, which made the firſt awakening 
Impreſſions on my own Mind? Thou fhatt love 
the LORD thy GOD with ALL thy Heart - 
Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as THYSELF. 
Amazing! ſaid your Aſpaſio. Are theſe the 
Commands of GOD! As obligatory, as the 
Prohibition of Adultery, or the Obſervation 
of the Sabbath? Then has my whole Life 
| been a continual Act of Diſobedience. Not a 
Day, no, nor an Hour, in which I have per- 
formed my Duty. — This Conviction ſtruck 
me, as the Hand-writing upon the Wall 
ſtruck the preſumptuous Monarch. — It pur- 
ſued me, as Saul purfued the Chriſtians, not 
only to my own Houſe, but even to diftant 
Cities, —Nor ever gave up the great Con- 
troverſy, till, under the Influences of the 
SPIRIT, it brought me weary and 159 
e to e CHRIST. 1 | 
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Dear Asras10, 25 

IORE than three Weeks are elapſed, fince 
You favoured me with your improving Com- 


pany. During which Interval, I have frequently 


0 


4 . 
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recollected the moſt material Parts of our late Diſ- 
courſes. I have carefully conſidered, both the 
Doctrines You. advanced, and the Anſwers You 
returned to my ſeveral Objections.— I have often 
reviewed your valuable Letter; have uſed it as a 
. Touchſtone, to examine my State; and have, with 
great Punctuality, obſerved your parting Advice.—] 
| have ſat, every Evening, for. a Picture of my Mind; 
and have endeavoured to take a true unflattering 
: Draught of all its diſtinguiſhing Qualities.” And, 
if the Diary is a faithful Mirror, if it does not ag- 
gravate the Deformity of my Features, I ſhall be 
abſolutely out of Conceit with myſelf: I ſhall ever 
entertain the meaneft Opinion of my un, either 
moral or religious Qualifications. 
WM here is that intenſe and ſupreme Love of GOD, 
5 which his tranſcendent Perfections challenge, and his 
ineffable Goodneſs claims? Where that firm and 
Joyful. Reliance on CHRIST FESUS, in any 
Degree proportioned to his infinite Merits and in- 
violable Promiſes ?—Where that cardial and tender 
Affection for my Fellow-chriſtians, which is due to 
the Servants. of a Divine REDEEMER; the 
'S People whom He ranſomed by his A gonies, and 
purchaſed with his very Blood? Where is the In- 
cenſe of holy Contemplation and refined Defire?! 
Where the Flame of fervent Devotion and ever 
active Zeal? Such as become the living Temple of 
GOD, in which his moſt immaculate and glorious 
SP IRIT. vouchſafes to reſide, — Theſe fundamen- 
tal Graces, like the grand Organs in the animal 
Syſtem, ſhould impart Health to the Soul, and 
ſpread the Beauty of Holineſs through all the Con- 
verſation. But theſe, alas! far from beating with 
+ 2 a 
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vigorous and uniform Pulſe, hardly heave with 
Life; only juft ſtruggle, now and then, with ſome 


faint, intermitted, uneven Throws. 


How ſeldom do my Actions ſpring from Grati- 


tude to the everlaſting BEN EFAC TOR, or aim 
at the Glory of his ſuper- excellent MAJESTY ? 
—[In addrefling the K ING immortal, inviſible, 

bow languid are my Affections, and how wander- 
ing is my Attention? How great my Unbelief, and 
how little my reverential Awe?—T receive innu- 


merable Mercies; but where are my Returns of 


correſpondent Thankfulneſs? I am viſited with 
many gracious Chaſtiſements; but without proper 
Reſignation, or due Improvement. Alas for my 


heartleſs Devotions, my lifeleſs Virtues, and the 
Multitude of my refined Iniquities !/—Hid behind the 
Maſk of outward Decency, and ſome cuſtomary 
Forms of Religion, I was altogether unacquainted 


with my ſpiritual State. I fanſied myſelf rich, and 


increaſed with Goods, and to have Need of Nothing: 
even while I was wretched, and ANY and poor, 
ee. blind, and naked *. 

I I look back, and review the Years of Youth 
and Manhood, what has been the Tenour, what is 
the Aſpect of my Life? More like a deſolate and 
horrid Wilderneſs ; than a cultivated Garden, or a 


fruitful Vineyard. —In Youth, what ſordid Gratifica- 


tions of Appetite ! In Manhood, what baſe Compli- 
ances with a wicked World! In both, what Sholes 
of evil Inclinations have polluted my Heart! What 
owarms of vain. Imaginations have debaſed © my 
Thoughts! What frothy and unprofitable Words 


have _— n 5 _ !—By all woe how have 
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346 | Tazaon to a 
I diſobeyed,.. and ho- diſhonoured GOD! How 


have I denied, and how. crucified the LORD JE. 


SUS CHRIST /—And yet ſuppoſe myſelf, al 
che while, to be good enough) 

It is ſomething unaccountable, chat a Perſon of my 
inquiſitive Diſpoſition, ſhould, through the Courſe 
of ſo many Years, be ſuch an utter Stranger to Him- 
ſelf. I wonder at my on prepofterous Folly — To 
travel into foreign Countries, and viſit the moſt re- 
nowned Cities of Europe; yet never ſtep over the 
Threſhold, nor look within the Apartments of my 
own Breaſt. To carry on a Correſpondence with 
my Friends, even in the remoteſt Nations; and 
never enter upon a Conference, nor hold any In- 
telligence with my own Heart To enquire after 


News from the Fleet, News from the Army, News | 


from. the Court ; yet exerciſe neither Curioſity nor 
Care, with regard to the Hope of Heaven, and the 
Concerns of Eternity What egregious. Miſcon- 


duct is this! A moſt pernicious Error, in the Oe. 8 


conomy of religious Life. 
Sometimes, I have caſt a tranſient Glance on my 


outtuard Behaviour; but never extended my Search 


to the Delinquent, the Traitor, the Rebel within— 
And even my outward Behaviour has been ſurveyed, 
with as much erroneous Partiality, as ſuperficial Le- 
vity. It has been compared, not with that exact and 
ſublime Standard, the Scriptures of Truth; but, as 
in the Caſe of the ſelf-deceiving Phariſee, wich: the 
unjuſt, extortionate, adulterous Practices of ſome 
other People. From whence I moſt unwarrantably 
cancluded, That, being not quite ſo abandoned ar 
the molt profligate Creatures, my Character muſt 


de good, and my Condition ſafe. — But, Thanks to 
your 
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your laſt friendly Letter, and the ſearching Expe- 
dient it recommended, J am now in a different Way 


of Thinking. 


It is ſtrange to recollect, and indeed it is Aa 
to confeſs, the many Arti fices which I have uſed, to 
put a Cheat upon myſelf; — Sometimes, I have fanſied, 
that che divine Law could never be ſo ſtrict, as to 
condemn Us inexorably, only becauſe We continue 
not in all its Precepts, Sometimes, I have pleaded 
the Infirmity of our Nature, and endeavoured to 
make the Works of Darkneſs appear only as pitiable 
Failings.—Sometimes I have taken Refuge 'in the 
Excellency of our Church, and plumed myſelf with 
the borrowed Feathers of a religious Profeſſion.— 


At other Times, I have ſoothed my Conſcience to 


Reſt, by a Punctuality of Attendance on Places, or 


a zealous Attachment to Forms. 


And all this, to 


ſeduce, esjole, and betray myſelf—betray myſelf, 
firſt into a vain Conceit of my own Endowments 
then into a contemptuous Diſregard of CHRIST ; 
and at laſt into eternal Dęflruction.— But now I ſee 
my Guilt ; I apprehend my Danger; and feel my 


helpleſs Condition, 


Indeed, my Aſpaſio, I am now convinced, that the 
darkeſt Colours cannot be too dark, for the Pourtrait 
of my ſpiritual State. I fee myſelf overſpread with 
an habitual Depravity, and cannot forbear crying 
out, with the abaſhed Leper ; Unclean 1 Unclean * ! 
The ſacred Oracles in no wiſe miſrepreſent fallen 
Man, when they deſcribe Him as altogether become 


_ abominable +. They are far from under-rating hu- 


man e when mer M denominate en  fpliky 


6 


&S- 
* 


"4 Job xv. 16. 


Kags. 
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Rags x. Rags they are, if We conſider their great 


Imperfection; liby Rags, if We advert to their 


| manifold 
Lai. Ixiv. 6. Does not Theron miſapply this Text;? 
Can it be intended to diſcredit the Qualifications of the 
Upright ? Is it not rather a Brand ſet upon the Works of 
the Wicked; whoſe very: ** Sacrifices are an Abomina- 
tion to the LORD?” Or, a Rebuke given to the 
ſpecious Performances of the Hypocrite; who is preciſe 
in the Form, but deftitute of the Power of Godlineſs ? 
Or, may it not refer to ritual Obſervances ; in Contra- 
diſtinction to moral Duties, and ſpiritual Endowments? 


The diſparaging Character muſt not, I think, be con- 


fined to ritual Obſervances; becauſe it is expreſly ſaid, 
ALL our Righteouſneſſes ; of every Kind; be what they 
will; no Exception is made.—Neither can it be appro- 
priated to the formal Hypocrite, much leſs to the noto- 
riouſly Wicked; becauſe, thoſe very Perſons, who are the 
Subject of this Aﬀertion, declare in the Context; LORD, 
Me are thy People; Thou art our FATHER; We ſhall be 


faved.—So that it ſeems intended, not ſo much to ſtig- 


matize any particular Behaviour, as to fain the Pride of 


* 


all human Glory. _ | | 

Beſides ; the Prophet ſpeaks of him/elf; We all are as 
en unclean Thing. Whieh, however ſtrange or unreaſon- 

able it may appear, is the very ſame Charge, to which 
He pleads guilty in another Place; Vo is me! I am un- 


done! For I am a Man oY unclean Lips] Not that He was 


defiled with any grofs Pollutions; nay, He was a Saint 


of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Luſtre ; but his Eyes had ſcen the 


XING. the LORD of Hoſts. He was under the clear 
Manifeſtations of a GON, glorious in Holineſs, inflex- 
idle in Juſtice, and infinite in all Perfetions.—Amidft 


theſe Manifeſtations, the Impurity of his Heart and Na- 


ture, were not only apparent, but glaring; ſuch as over- 
whelmed Him with Abaſhment, and, till CHRIST 


PTerror, {15 


In /xeb Cirenmſtances,- and under uch Views, all our 


moral Virtues and evangelical Graces, all our Exerciſes 
of Devotion and Ads of Charity, moſt neceſſarily appear 
beth defective and polluted. By no means proportioned 
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manifold Defilements. And, ſince the Nature of 
GOD is irreconcileably averſe to all Contamina- 
tion; ſince the Law of G OD requires unſpotted 
Perfection; O! W. ha can tand before this holy 
LORD GOD, in any Accompliſhments of his 
. | its % MT 
When I farther reflect, that I have only a very 
obſcure Glimpſe of the divine Purity, and am a mere 
Novice. in the Knowledge of my own Heart; how 
am I amazed at the lofty Apprehenſions which I once - 
formed, concerning the Dignity of my Nature, and 
the Integrity of my Conduct! All owing to Igno- 
rance, the groſſeſt Ignorance of myſelf and the Scrip- 
tures, How do I ſhudder to think, that, in expect- 
ing Juſtification from the Law, I was reſting the 
Welfare of my immortal Soul, not on the Stiengꝑth 
of a Rock, but on the Point of a Dagger.—I was 
going to the deciſive Tribunal, fluihed with the 
falſeſt Hopes, and charged with a Set of glittering 
dins: going, like poor deluded Uriah t, not with 
any valid Credentials, but with the Miniſtratian of 
Death t in my Hand. £26 Of 


Though 


to the Demands of the Law, nor ſufficient for our Recom- 
mendation to the Supreme LAW GIVER —no more 
than a few rattercd Rags, can claim the Character, or 
perform the Services, of a complete Suit no more than 
a few filtby Rags are fit, to dreſs the Bride for her Nup- 
tals, or the Courtier for a Birth- night. 

But there zs a Righteouſneſs bleſſed be divine Grace! 
—ſpotleſly-pure and conſummately excellent: a Righte- 
ouſneſs, which anſwers all that the CREATOR re- 
quires, and ſupplies all that the Creature needs: to prove 
tus momentous Point, and to diſplay this unſpeakable 
Gift, is the Deſign of the following Sheets. TO 

_ * 1 Sam, vi. 20. „„ 1, 2 Sam "x0 2 $6 


1 2 Cor. 11, 9. 


Though I cannot but acknowledge the Arrogance 


of theſe Pretenſions, yet loth, very loth is my Pride, 
to renounce the pleafing Abſurdity. Self- love and 
Self. importance has ſearched, and ſearched again, 
bor ſomething: excellent. They can hardly brook 

the Humiliation, of imploring all fub Form Paup- 
xis . With what Reluctance is a Sinner brought 
to confeſs Himſelf, finful in every Duty, fipful in 
every Capacity]! Strange -Perverſeneſs - But the 


Charge 18 undeniable. 8 However unwilling, | muſt | 


plead guilty; THOU ART WEIGHED IN THE 
BALANCES t, AND FOUND WANTING 4, is 
written on all I am, all I have, all I do.—If I am 
thus defective, even in my own Eſtimation ; if I 
am utterly condemned, at the Bar of my own Con- 
ſcience; What then ſhall I do, when GOD riſeth 

That is, under the Character of a-pobr Deftitute, ot 
as a Beggar ſues for his Alms. | 
1 Weighed in the Balance—As the following Story may 
ferve to illuſtrate this fine Expreſſion, and enforce the 
momentous Sentiment, the Reader will permit me to 
RR 70 7 Fa 67S ago 

In the Reign of King Charles I. the Goldſmiths of 
London had a Cuſtom, to weigh ſeyeral Sorts of their pre- 
cious Metal, before the Privy Council. On this Occa- 
gon they made uſe of Scales, poiſed with ſuch exquiſtte 


If . 
* 
nd 


Nicety, that the Beam would turn (the Maſter of the 


Company affirmed) at the two hundredth Part of a Grain. 
Ney, the famous Attorney General, ſtanding by and 
hearing this, replied; 7 ould be lorb then to have all my 
Ations weighed in thoſe Scales. With whom I heartily 
concur, in relation to myſelf, And fince the Balances 
of the Sanctuary, the Balances in GO'D?'s Hand, are 
infinitely more exact; O! what Need have We of the 
Merits and Righteouſneſs of CHRIS J, to make U; 
acceptable in his Sight, and paſſable in his Eſteem ! | 


1 Daw v. 17. 


= ** 
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ap? And when H E _—_ what ſhall 1 anſwer 
Hi 6 
I now fee: the Nereſſey of an md RightoouL- 
neſs, Without ſome ſuch Object for my Truſt, I 
am undone. I long therefore to hear your: Argu- 


ments in its Behalf, And I muſt delare to You, if 


it can be ſatisfactorily proved from the Scriptures, 
it is the moſt comfortable Doctrine in the World, 
and worthy of all Aeceptation. 


A Letter upon this Subject, would be a flngulax 5 


F . 5 1 hope, an equal Bleſling to 
| Hour chiged and fetimat, 


FFF 3 Trrnon, 


LETTER UI. 


Aspasro to Tuznon, 


\ 


$435 


Dies Ta ERON, 


* T HOUGH. all all your Lettern We. me- Pleas 
fure, none was ever ſo highly pleaſing, as 
your laſt. I look upon it with the ſame ſecret Joy, 


a a.compaſſionate. Phyſician obſerves ſome very fu. 


vourable Symptoms, in the Cm of + 2 ee Fa- 

tlent's Diſtemper. 
What You aſk, I ſhall, hte any farther Pre- 
face, Altertiyt: 00 execute, | If 17 Attempt proves 
122 | 8 ſatis factory 


* job XXXT, 14. 
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ſatisfactory to your Judgment, I am ſure, it will be 
the moſt likely Means, of healing your Conſcience, 
and calming your Fears. When We perceive, the 
odious Depravity of our Nature; when We diſcern 
the horrible Iniquity of our Lives; and are ſenſible 
of that tremendous Wrath, and everlaſting Ven- 
geance, which are due to ſuch guilty Creatures: 
then nothing can be found, that will ſpeak effectual 
Peace, nothing that will adminiſter ſolid Comfort, 
but only the vicarious Sufferings, and the imputed 
Righteouſneſs of 7E SUS CHRIST. _ 
To this Purpoſe one of the wiſeſt ond beſt of 
ſpiritual Guides expreſſes Himſelf; Has Sin abound- 
ed? As undoubtedly it has, in our Heart, and our 
Life: Grace has much more abounded, in the Obe- 
dience, and the Merits of our REDEEMER,— 
Nay, has Sin reigned ? Exerted its malignant Power, 
in the moſt extenſive and moſt deſtructive Manner; 
rendering Us ſubje& unto Death, both temporal and 
eternal? Even fo has Grace reigned; exerted its be- 
nign Efficacy, in a Manner yet more triumphant; 
not only reſcuing Us from Guilt and Ruin, but re- 
ſtoring. Us fo. everlaſting Life and Glory. And all 
this through the Righteouſneſs, the complete meri- 
torious Righteouſneſs, brought in * T6 SUS 
CHEAT or ORD 2 TT 


Vou enquire. after the Proofs of this' imputed 
Righteouſneſs. From a Multitude T ſhall ſelect a 
few. Sufficient, | 1 hope, to make it appear—That 
this is the declared Doctrine of our Church, and 
the avowed Belief of her mo? eminent Divines—That 


> is e revealed through the whole ScRIP- 


TURES; 


EY, --» Row. v. 21. 


* 
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furniſhes an Anſwer; On the meritorious Death 


TURES; revealed in many expreſs Paſſages, and 
deducible from à Variety of inſtructive Similitudes. 
Hear the Language of our Common Prayer, in 
a very affecting and ſelemn Addreſs to the AL. 
MIGHTY: We do not preſume to come to 
« this: thy Table, O merciful LORD, truſting ih 
« our own Righteouſneſs,” If we may not, if we 
dare not, rely on our own Righteouſneſs, when we 
approach the cuchuriſtic Table; much leſs may we 
depend upon it, when we are ſummoned to the de- 
ade Tribunal. —Should you afk, On what we are 
to depend? The Exhortation to the Communion 


- 
4 — — —— — — — — — — — — — — 
2 — &: — * — = AZ 2 hd nu . TT, FEY HATES — 
S r rr — —.— * ati — 0 * . 


« and Paſfſion of CHRIST, whereby alone we ob- 
« tain Remiſſion ef Sins, and are made Partakers 
« of the Kingdom of Heaven.“ 

The Collect, appointed for the Feſtival of Circum- 
tifon, has this remarkable Introduction; . Almighty 
« GOD, whofe bleſſed SON was obedient to the 
% Law'for Man.” In what Senſe, or with what 
Propriety, can this be affirmed? Unleſs CHRIST*s 
perfect Obedience be referable to Us, and accepted 
inſtead of ours? On any ether Interpretation, 1 * 
ſhould think, He was obedient, not For Han, but ll 
for Himſelf. | 

Should the artful Critic give ſome oer Turn to 
theſe Paſſages, it will avail Him but little. Becauſe | 
the Church, her own be Expoſitor, has explained | 
the Meaning of ſuch Phraſes, and put the Matter be- 
yond all Doubt. In her eleventh Article ſhe ſays; 

« We are accounted righteous before GOD only 
for the Merits of our LORD and SAVIOUR 
«* FESUS CHRIST. —The Doctrine relating 
to Pardon of Sin, had been ſtated in a preceding 
Vor. II. * Article. 
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Article. |. This diſplays the Method, whereby Sin- 
ners may appear righieous in. the Sight of G O, 
and in the Court of Heaven; ſq as to recover the 


his is done, not by any native Righteouſneſs, 
not by any acguired Righteouſneſs, but wholly by 
an imputad Righteouſneſs. The two former Me- 
thods are ſo far from conſtituting our reconciling 
and juſtifying» Righteouſneſs, that they have no 
Share in it; they contribute nothing towards it; 
but are totally excluded from it. We are accounted 
righteous, and accepted as ſuch, ONLY (mark the 
Expreſſion) o LY through the meritorious Obe- 
dience, and- ais, tt of, our. wow hs b 
DIAT.OR.. 5 
The Homilies 15550 if it hs main, Rl « more ex- 
plicit, and more cogent. In the Homily conderning 
the Salvation of Mankind, we read the following 
Words; The Apoſtle toucheth three Things, 
% vrhich muſt go together in our Juſtification, On 
„ GQD's Part, his great Mercy and Grace. On 
<.-CHRI1ST's' Part, the Satisfaction of G OD's 
* Juſtices or the Price of our Redemption, hy the 
«. Offering of his Body, and Shedding, of his Blood, 


ce with Fulfilling of the Law: perfectly. On our 
Part, true and lively Faich in the Merits of E- | 


«$778 CHRIST, which yet is not ours, but 
60 by GOD's working in Vs, -V ou; ſee,/accord- 
ing to the Judgment of our venerahle Reformer, 
not only the Offering of CHRIS T's Body, and 
Sbhedding of CHRISTA Blod, but alia his per- 
felt Fulfilling of the Law, are the adequate Frice 
of our Redemption. All theſe act conjointly, the) 


ſweetly hagmonize, in the great and glorious Wan. 
; 2 258 * 
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— | T6 ſuppoſe their Diſurii6h; is a Axa! Miſtake, 
, | ſomewhat like that/praital Error of the Papiſts, in 
ſevering the ſacramental Wine from the ſacramental 
ö Bread; adminiſtering to the Laity the Symbols of 
„che ſlaughtered Body, but withcholding the . 
J dols of the ſtreaming Blood. | 
There are other Clauſes in the ſame Homily, which 
{et the Seal of the Church to our Sentiments. I ſhall 
content myſelf with tranſeribing one from the Con- 
cluſton. . CHRIST, ſays that Form of ſound 
ec Words, is the Righteouſneſs of all them, that do 
truly believe. He for them paid their Ranſom by 
« his Death. He for them fulfilled the Law in his 
« Life: So that now, in HIM, and by HIM, 
c every true chriſtian Man may be called a Fulfiller 
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cd A. vo. 


CY 
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* « of the Law; foraſmuch as that which their In- 
15 e firmity lacked, CHRIS T's Righteouſneſs hath 
ig «' ſupplied.” —This Authority is as clear, as the 
85 Doctrine authorized is comfortable. May the for- 
n mer way our {any wry ! n the latter chear our 
Pn Hearts? 

J's The Homily: on R 1878 Nativity forms 
he whe Reader, that the Deſign of our LORD's In- 
d, _ earnation was To give Light unto the World, 
ur and call Sinners to Repentance; to fulfil the Law 
E- WH © for Us, and become the Propitiation for our Sins; 
ut to caſt out the Prince of this s World, and deſtroy 
[6- © the Works of the Devil,” We have all broke 
18, the Law; We are all unable to keep the Law; 
ind therefore,' the Bleſſed 7E SUVs fulfilled the Law 
67 <fulfilled it, in each and every of its Demands— 
"We fulfilled"it; in the highef Degree of Perfection 
4 and, What is of all Con üdetaiobs moſt delightful, 


duale * fer Ur. His Obedience took the Place 
2 2 of 
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of what We were. obliged to, perform, under the 


Covenant f orks 5 Opp: 18 only the meri- 
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ar from being difelaimed by the z/tablifh chu 
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ce ceived the Sacrament with that Faith, or did an 
t = Work with that pure Heart, and ſingle Eye, as 
T ought to have done. Inſomuch, that I look up- 
« on all my Righteouſneſs, but as filthy Rags; and 
X it is in the Robes only of the Ri ;ghteouſneſs of the 
N « SON of GOD, that I dare appear before the 
5 & MAJESTY of Heaven.” 

The fervent and affectionate Biſhop Hophins * 
ſpeaks in perfect Conſonance with his Brother of St. 
Aaph.—< The Law was given Us, not that We 
« ſhould ſeek Juſfiflcation by the Obſervance of it, 
- - but finding it impoſſible to be juſtified by 1 

ek jt, We ſhould” thereby be Gen to CH. RT. 87 
6 Righteouſneſs; - who hath both fulfilled it in Him- 
« ſelf, and ſatisfied for our tranſgreſſing of it; and 
« cher fore faith the Apoſtle, The Law was a S. beo 
& after, to bring Us unto CHRIST; that N. 
& | might be juſtified by. Faith. To this End it was 
& ' promulged, that ſeeing the Strictneſs of its Pre- 
40 cepts, the Rigour of its Threatening, and withal, 

« being convinced of our Impotence to fulfil its 
« Commands, We mi ight be urged by its Terrors 
« to fly to CHRIS T, and find that Righteouſ- 
« neſs j in Him which may anſwer all the Demands 
of the Law.” 

+ Biſhop Reynalds t, ſtyled by his Cormonntien and 
not without Reaſon, 4 walking Library, bears his 
Teſtimony 1 in the following Words N CHRI 8 3 
4 as Our Surety paid our Deby underwent the Curſe | 

2 3 „ dus 
| 3612, Sms n 40 | 
15 See his Treatiſe intitled The Life of CH RI 97 — — 

ch, as well as all his eilte Works, abound With 


ſtfking Sentiments; have much Elegance of- Diction a 


topious Variety of Leasnin and a livel animating Spi- 
kit of evan en Piety. . * 
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e gu to uf Sins! and bare hem all ig kis own 
<B6dy:6h ene, Tick 2 became! ſubjecd to tha Law 
ds, Mid- rpfe feu: Ve i du. Stead fulfilled 
f Ag ase ieh. s ge beta adwean 
« paſſive. For Sin being once committèd there 
enen beh. aot,-IEe Ace Jüfteaton g the Suſſer- 
993 — Pulitiagsb? Ritzhteouſ. 
E Heſs ares The tee, ul Sattsfactiem ton che In- 
pf 8 dae dent. O Df & er FUDGE: 
ee cht Ather; the Pelfermanee of a Bervice which 
D ut Hit a8 Gur WAKER! io 
„To this neter ber Veritas) let we join Bl 
W te Dis, Wh, tot Us great ilttes, and 
ee le Intkgrfty, wit"appoirited one ef bur 
as Pletitp6 e {endwiied-Synod 
1. In his e valuable =PoSfifibie ef the 
Tam 6 the Cole beſſans, "He Writes to A Effect: 
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«thoroughly :expiated-eur Quilt. i Wich Sandtif- 
d «chtindby; 0 be8ajuſe? hie RAT! dwelling, in our 
6: Heats: mertiies out corrupt AﬀeRtions, and re- 
enneug che foul after The Image of its CRE A- 
$307 ORIIMMmO= 520 auted ne 10 7 25 Wie EEO 
Tete mt — oy 4 Rear, with,s Teſtimony, 
which, fon Cleaxnefs, 
tationſoh there ngelical Doctrine, might uſtly 
have claimed, a Blaeg inthe x. B Itcis taken. 
10, Authors hom the genera]. Qonſent of gur 
tion has Piftiguiſhed, with the jFitle of Aug 
The judiciqus,Hoekers in a Frestiſe on Jy 
ſays 00 it is 2 Khildiſtg. Cayit-our la ſa 
fdegreatliy pleaſo hemſelves with, exclaimings, that 
b Wertread all Chriftian. Virtues: under our Feet; 
+1; becauſe We, teach, That F aith alone raſtiierd, 
4h Whereas, by.this Speech, We never meant to 
$,xelude githey Hope or Charity from being always 
i; joined 25\mirpprable ; Wich Faith, in the 
$oMan. chat is iuſtified; or Works from bein . 
llary Nuties, required. of overy To Ha * 
DMan; du ew, that Faith igths 01 
7 CHRIST; to Juſtibog 


« tures, hideth the Imperfection 0 our + Works, 
and preſerveth” Us blameleſs in The iSight of 
85 DV Before: 20 | Otherwiſe; dne WW exkatefs 


*igk.oun Barth. were: Conia ty Kicient ig 0 make. ts 
Weupableg yea: to ſhut Us Dut of the Kingd amef 
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Divide lit es inte 'the true Ce au 
ing Averſenteſs to is evang 
po hens on the State uf the , more 
any Force of Arp inent. People are but, little, if 


at all, ſenſible of heit fpiritual and moral Indi- 


gence; of: we Defects Which” depreciate, and the 
Deſdeme nts ICR fully, Whatever they have, and 
whatever they do- Nay, Krongly' tinRured with 
Pride, they would be 1 themſelves the Alpha Pha, and ſuf- 
era the Bleſſed U to be nd more than the 


Onitgas in procaxin F eretnal.Sa aly: ation. There - | 
2 can hay be eronelled to the bumbling. 
ta Get of ith Flums; one who lives wholly. 
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Gosdneſs, che tranſcendent and unutterable Good- 
neſs of GO * in n it. 0 


* Nei 4 2 v4 18 20101 


. e 
„ Wes IF 4 n 8 b to > — 
— wy 8 1 


— * 


RS 
SY 


I think, in one of our Conferences, 1 undertook 
to produce my Vouchers from the antic nt Fathers. 
Let gg 2 ſubjoin two or three Atteſtations of 
this K nd. From one of which. Yo u will-perceive, . 
tat Wee early Writers had : a con iderable Degree 
of Clearneſs upon the Point. Fre rom the other You. 
will ſee, that, far from rejecting the Doctrine, they: 
* ce it with Delight and Rapture. And if You. 
will admit of the laſt, You cannot be ſtartled at any 3 
| Thing, F | which I ſhall advance upon the Subject.— 
Let f me only premiſe i in general, that, if thoſe Au- 
wors are not ſo copious and explicit, with regard 
to the Imputation of active Righteouſneſs; they 
Abound with Paſſages, which evince the Sub/iitution 4 
of © 65 1 ST. in our Stead. Paſſages, which diſ- 3 
| ci all Dependence on any Duties of our o.] n, 

fix the Hopes of a Sinner entirely upon the 
Mets of his SAVIOUR. When this is the 
e very ſolicitous about any particular 
8 00 of. xpreſſiqn,; and far from being angry. 
even. though the Words, which I think maſt fige- 
mficant, are not retained. 

Clemens, f. firſt of the ntient 3 and. an in⸗ t 
timate Acqu uaintance Hy St. Paul's, wrote an Epiſ- 
tle to the 7 rinthians.. „K is. full of manly Senſe, 
| and erp phie Piety. e os Things, 

ke 10 apoſto ic e Meß i We 5 not, in 

i Go an, any er „e i 6 Qurſelvcssr 
0 Ne mah e SESUSC HRIS not, by, 0ur 0's. 
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half Having, in this Clauſe, made a Profeſſion 
of his Faith; the good Man. one the, Oontemplg. 
tion of ſuch a Privilege, breaks gat into a kind af 
holy Txanſport. O's WEET\AND DE LLCH TFUL 
ExcHANGE! 4 Diſpenſation unſtarchably wiſe) and 
gracious ( Benefits," quite uucmprited, umd rich legend 
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M I ONE, Jhap!d fuflify: many-Tranſgreſſorss -: 

.c Dbetfollowing:Weordsate remarkably: ſtrong, and 
the Sentiments peculiarly bold: But they come from 
the Pen of the het Writer in Eeclehaftical Anti- 


quity. They have the great Nine, and venerable 
Chiradher;of 6] Ti. l, 
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e 4 E S S\ CHRIST. . 
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dre Prolixity, I have ſet. aſide a Multitude of 
Voices 5. W h ich, from: the Writings of our own and 
fazign.Divincs, are ready to pour their united Evi- 
bener And left tho Buſineſs of Quotation, though 
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vine Law z explaining its Nature and Deſign; that 


it demonſtrates, by ineſtimable Evidence, the very 


"beſt of Men to be guilty. of Sin and! obnoxious'to 
Wrath; diſplays likewiſe the Seat Remedy pro- 


vided by the: Goſpe l. 


. — — That when hs fee 

Lau can diſcover Sin, but not remove, 

.( Save by thoſe ſhadowy Expiations weak; | 
The Blaod of Bulls and Goats ) they may conclude, 
Some Blood more precious muſt be paid for Man 
Fuſt for Unjuſt'; "that, in ſuch Righteouſneſs, 
To them by Faith imputed, they may find 
Juſtißcation towards. G O, and . 

* Confeience 1. : - 
* 3 Bock XII. 393. + Book XII. 289. 
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Here ev. is_the expreſs, Determination. of our. 


Homilies— ſupported bythe Authority of our Articles. 
eſtabliſh d by the ( onęurrence of. our Liturg 
fill farther ratified by the unanimous Atteſtation of 
ſeveral celebrated Divines; whoſe Lives were the 
brighteſt Ornament to our Church, and whoſe Writ- 
ings are the moſt unexceptionable Interpretation of 
her Meaning. — As a Capital, to crown and eomplete 
this grand Te” ſupervenes the Declaration of 
the antient Fathers; thoſe who fourtſhed; and with 
the higheſt Renownz/if' the firſt and pureſt Ape s of 
Chriſtianity.—$0 that, if great Authorities 
any Weight; if illuſtrious. Names challenge any 
Regards this Tenet comes attended and a 
with very conſiderable Credemtin m 
Vet, I will venture to affirm, that all * con- 
ſidgrable us they appear, are the lea)? of thoſe Teſti- 
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T H E. Family, in Which 1 have the Sandi 
to reſide, though remarkable for their genteel 
Figure and ample Fortune, are Nil! l 'atniably 
diſtinguiſhed by their Benevilence,' H Mali, and 
Charity, —As they live at a Diſtance Fs: Mar- 
ket- town, the Lady has converted one ene 
her Houſe into a little Diſpenſatory; ; and ſtocked it 
with ſome of the moſt common, the moſt needed, 
and moſt ſalutary Medicines. Which, in Cuſes of 


ordi nary Indiſpoſition, She diftributes to her indi- 


gent Neighbours, with ſingular Compaffion, and 
with no ſmall Sueceſs.— This fine Morning, Emilia 
has ordered ſome ſkilful Hands into the Fields, to 
Kitt their healing Simples, and lay! up A Mag azine 
of Health for the afflicted Poor. Camillus is hk 
drawn, to receive his Rents, and ſettle Accounts 
with his Tenants. |. 

Suppoſe, We act in Concert with thels valuable 
Perſons. Suppoſe, We range the delightful Fields 
of Scripture, and form a Collection, not of falutife- 
hy Herbs, but of ineſtimable Texts; ſuch as may 

be of ſovereign Efficacy, to afſuage the : Adguiſh of a 
| pales Conſcience, and impart. ſaving Health to the 
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divine Inſpiration, and enrich Ourſelves, not with 
the Gold of Ophir, but with the unſearchable Treaſures 
of CHRIST; or with that perfect Righteouſneſs 
of our REDEEMER, which is incomparably 
more precious, than the Revenues of a 3 
or the Produce of Peru. ; 

In pleading for imputed Adnet we have 
already urged the Authority of our eſtabliſhed Church, 
and the Suffrage of her moſt eminent Divines.— The 
Opinion of excellent Writers, which has been the 
Reſult of much Learning, great Attention, and ear- 


muſt always reſerve the caſting Voice, for thoſe in- 
fallible Umpires, the Prophets: and Apoſtles. If we 
receive, with a deferential Regard, the Witneſs of 
Men; z the Witneſs. of - 'G OD is greater *, and chal- 
lenges the moſt im implicit. Submifion.—Which, Re- 
mark. natura ly, Leads me to the intended Subject of 
t s Epiſtle; or rätf er calls upon me to fulfil my 
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to precure the Neconei liation amn etance of 
Sitlnlers. his Righeeöufneſs Inet bc 
Göſpef; arid clade ud /olbaty us an Objed which | 
-with'our own Dyes, It ab mut, 
by the Lat ind ide Prophns; and ade us certain, 
is Fact which is atteſted by: undueſtionable Evi- 
denee. Te produce this Evidence tb examine its 
Pertinency, and weigh is $ufficiency,/i3-our pre- 
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Let. 4. AsrAs10 70: TuzRoON, 369 
We may begin with that gracious Declaration, 

made to the firſt Tranſgreſſors: The Seed of the Mo- 
nan ſball bruiſe the Serpent s Head *.; ſhall deſtroy 


loſt by his malicious Artifices . Ho could this be 
effected, but by reſtoring that Righteouſneſs, which; 
for a while, our firſt Parents poſſeſſed; which they 
ought always to have held faſt; but from which they 
ſo ſoon and ſo unhappily ſwerved ? Take the Poſi- 
tion in the right Senſe, and Chriſtianity is, if not en- 


comprehended in this bleſſed Promiſe, as the Stamina 
of the largeſt Plants are contained in the Subſtance of 
their reſpective Seeds. Every ſubſequent Revelation 


evangelical Principle; acting like the vegetative 
Powers of Nature, which, in rearing an Oak with 
all its Spread of Branches, only expand the Tunis 
cles, and fill up the Veſſels of the Acorn. 
The Doctrine ſeems to have been typically taught, 
by the remarkable Mannet of dorhing out firſt Parents, 
—All they could. do for their own Recovery, Was like 
the patched and beggarly Mantle of Fig-leaves.. This 


rel f. Animals are flain, not for Fo 
but Sacrifice 1 and the naked Criminals are arrayed 
Via the Skins of thoſe ſlaughtered Beaſts... The 
cims figured the Expiation CHRIST's Death; 
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the Works of the Devil, and retrieve whatever, was 


tirely, yet very nearly as old as the Craation. It was 


deing no more, than a gradual Evolution of this grand 
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8 | Let. 
the Clothing typefied the [mputation of his Righte- Both | 
ouſneſs.— In perfect Conformity, perhaps with a mY if 
Reference, to the Paſſage thus interpreted, the er of 
Apoſtle juſt now expreſſed Himſelf; even; the Righ- Souls. 
teouſneſs of GO, which is not only made over * ©» 2 15 
all Believers, 28 à rich Portion; but put“ pon all, Ae 
az a beautiful Garment, Whereby alone their mo- * 55 
ral Deformity can be covered, and their everlaſting IRE 
Confuſion prevented. — Milton, it is certain, ſpeak- of 4 
ing of, this memorable Tranſaction, e it in 18 
che ſame ſpiritual Senſe :. . „ ned N 
Nor H. E their ee only with the Skins whatey 
07 Beaſu, but inward Nakedneſs + ( much 7 more dort 
Opprobrious ] with, his Robe of Righteouſnck 1 
| Arraying, cover'd from his FATHE R's Sight. | e n 
In thy Seed, tays the great J EH OVA H to his ſons, er 
Servant Abraham, | Hall all the Nations of. the Earth Indeed, 
be bleſſed 7. That the Seed here mentioned is geriet o 
CH RIS 7 the Teak [ phe e all Doubt 3 laſt 
e \ FO. LAM 
us * N . EI e my TOA and World. 
＋ An Allufion to Gen. iii. 10. Where Adam confeſſes Proofs, 
before JEHOVAH; I heard ty Poice in the Garin, WY Cox 
and J Was afraid, becauſe I was naked. , Which. muſt de- ; 


note, what Milos truly ſtiles, an inward Nakedneſs, or Obſerva a 
the Loſs of Righteouſneſs, Since nothing external, no ſitution 
Want of bodily Ornament, could have expoſed our fir The! 


Parent to the Wragh of GOD, or need —. made Him a blate e 
afraid of it. A | M 
1 Gen! XXII. 18. | otto | 
| See St. Paul's Comment upon this . Pro- "4 ole 
| miſe, Gal. iii. 8, Sc. This Commentator, We all _ wolle 


was guided by the SPIRIT. and knew the Mind of + Toru 
G OD. According to his Expofition of the Text, it 5 fam, Min 
pregnant with the Doctrine of Juſtification by F aith, an dat, M 
contains an Abridgmees of the — 
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Both Scripture and Reaſon declare,” That true Ble 


—_— muſt enen Melder ne Pardon of — 


Sun and the Inheritan ob of Life eternal. None 
of which are to be acquired by any human Perform- 
ances ; but all are to be ſought, and all may be fotind, 
in the Root and Offspring of Abraham, FE SUS 
CHRIST. Who is therefore' moſt pertinently 
tyled, THE DESIRE OF ALL N A- 
71 ON'S *: The a#ual Defite of every enlight- 
ened Nation ; and the implicit Defire of all Nations 
whatever. Becauſe all, without any Exception, 
covet, . what i is to be derived only from FE SUS 
CHRIST the Righteous, real Happineſs. 

The patriarchal Age, and the legal Oeconomy, 
bore their Teſtimony to this Truth, by typical Per- 
ſons, emblematical Miracles, and figurative Uſages. 
Indeed, the whole ceremonial Service was a grand 
dries of Types, repreſenting CHR IST and his 
verlaſting Righteouſneſs +. In all which, this was 
the ananimous though filent Language; Behold the 
LAMB of GOD, that taketh away the Sin of the 
Morid.— Theſe I ſhall not ſtay: to diſcuſs ; . becauſe 
Profs, more explicit and poſitive, wait for our 
Conſideration.” "Only I would juſt make a tranſient 
Obſervation, relating t to one very remarkable Con- 
ſtitution of the Feruiſb Ritual. 13 > jock 5 

The High- prieſt had, on che Vote of his Mitre, 
1 of pure Gold, engraven With that venerable 

Motto b Horiwrss 10 Ans. LO R * Which 
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40! r | 3 3 „Hag. i a 7 4 * 
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that 1 moſt meritoripy, Tprightneſs, on which alone | 
i Sihner may depend, porn fo ctemporal.and .cter- 
- 2 the © ,P9pL diſtreſſed, Creature, 
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artaker of Pardon.,, GOD, 


— 8 IVF IN af | 10 and Death 11 a | 
dio 21105 Tt mz and 1 in the Greatneſs of his 
Stre engthz 4 Ges as ln. e Multitude of, - his, Mer- 
ces, Deliver Him from BIOS down inta the | Pit of, Ce or- 


ruptiony, = as a Pledge of his Deliverance. from. the 


Pit of Perditi n. For 1 have found u Rai 9 ſuf⸗ 
feient to katy my Juſtice, 1 have LE an, 


Atonement, i in behalf of this once Ge =* 
reconciled Mie road 1 


may 1 e to ER on, but tl e, N / 
8517 
thoſe warm | Debates, which, — . — the af. 
lifted * Hero and his cenſorious Friends. This is 
7 grand Reſale of Elibu's calm Reaſoning, and 
OD Almighty's awful Interrogatories. The 
es pete *, in which all the Lines ter- 
minate; i juſtly) therefore to be conſidered, as mme 
e e the whole Work. I 203d 2393 
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Let. 4; 


diſplays the Dignity;of.qur. REDEEMER, under 
the Character of The; KANG, and The FUST 
ONE; adds, as an Explication of the laſt amiable 
and glorious Title? Our LORD FESUS 
4 HRS T.is ſo called, nat fo much for having 
6% fulfilled all Rightecuſneſs, in his own Perſon, and 
+5, performed, an unſinning Obedience to the Will 


of G0 D, as becauſe by his Righteouſneſs im- 


, puted to Us; We alſo upon the Terms * of the 


% Goſpel, are juſtified, 
6e before, GOD „„ 
„I think We may evidently 


or accounted righteous 


iſcern the ſame V ein 


of eyangelical Doctrine, running through many of 


the R/alms—He ſhall convert t 


| [4 
sb: 


Dpon 


the Terms of the Goſpel—That 


my Soul; turn me, not 


only 


is, freely ; Or, as 


the! Prophet ſpeaks,-. withour. Money and without: Price. 


For nothing is requiſite, in order to a Participation of 


CHRIS and his Benefits, but a Grant from GOD. 
This Grant the Goſpel exhibits, proclaims, and tenders 
to all. All, without making any Diſtinction, or requir- 
ang any Qualification; That Salvation may be, ut of 


connected 


Mort, but Grace: — This Point, which is ſo intimatel) 
Lich our Comfort and Hope, the Reader may 

Jee more fully ſtated in Dialogue Xxx | __» 
. Hal. xxiii. 3. I am ſenſible the 
gnify to reneſb or raſtore; may an 
vte 5 and denote the Comforts 
his Verb may alſo bear rhe ſame Signih- 


ord uu may 
ſwer to the . Greek 
'of the HOLY 


- xation:with.the |Particaple,moplac,..as it is uſed by. our 
LORD, in his Exhortation to Peter, hen. T hou art con. 

d erted. Not deſcribing the firſt grand Revolution in the 
Heart; bylshich a neu Determination is given to tht 
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„and a new Bias 40 the Affections. 
uent Operations of the Divin 
e are recovered from our various Re- 


But ex- 
ne. SP. 


lapſes, and healed Of Our daily Infirmities. | And I quel 
tion, whether there is any Inſtance of Backfliding, 
frequently need thoſe. reſtoring 1 4 
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Confidence, and every deceitful Refuge. He /hall 


bring me forth in Paths of Righteouſneſs, in thoſe Paths 


of imputed Righteouſneſs, which are always adorned 
with the Trees of Holineſs; are always watered with 
the Fountains of Conſolation; and always terminate 
in everlaſting Reſt. Some, perhaps, may aſk,'Why 


Igive this Senſe of the Paſſage? Why may it not 


ſignify the Paths of Duty, and the Way of our own 
Obedience ?—Becauſe, ſuch Effects are here men- 
tioned, as never have reſulted, and never can reſult, 
from any Duties of our own. Theſe, detached 
from our SAV IOUR's Righteouſneſs, are not 
green Paſtures, but a parched and blaſted Heath: 
are not ill Waters, but a troubled and diſorderly * 
than in the Caſe of adhering to our RE DEE MERC 


5 


Righteouſneſs. © So prone are We to forget aur Reſting- 


plece'! So liable to fall from our Stedfaſtneſs in 


F 


- 


 ®' Blaſted, diſerderly —Let not theſe Words grate on 


the Ear; or, if they grate on the Ear, let them hum- 
ble the Heart. What were Job's Duties? Zealous and 
Exemplary ; practiſed from his very Youth ; and neither 
excelled, nor equalled by any Perſon then on the: Earth. 
Yet theſe, in Point of Juſtification, were not a whit bet- 
ter than A/pa/7o repreſents. Let Us hear the laſt Words 
of this match leſs Saint, I aH myſelf; and ment in Duſt 
and Aſpet. From this Confeſſion We learn, chat, with all 
his Furniture of perſonal: Obedience; He had juſt enough 
to be aſnamed, confbunded, un done 
After all; if the Reader, diſſatisfied with A ſpaſo's In- 
terpretation, ſnould prefer che following Expaſition it 
is very much at his Service. ORD, reconciled to 
2 poor Sinner, by Means of free Juſtiſication; in become 
Shepherd. Therefore, I ſpall not "Want, WBAtever is 
truly good, either for my Body or my Soul, n Time or 
to Eternity. He maketh me, not to paſs through, but 72 
lie daun; to continue, abide; and freſt in gretn Puſtures; 
: Pee” A a4 3 amid} 


. L. miſtake mot, is. diſplayied in the overy next 


eo Which. his is the Anſwer z: Even, Ns that bath 


I —— his 4 Let. 


Stream. Neitkxt ca Renee, nadmini- cas 

Glas Comforticorhen W. 6 peſechironghithie Valloyand 27 
StadowaefoeathiodHo Viel) thaße BIM gs is che Rith 
rated lad nend thus ſale Freroga . of Bil 
—— besen M yd bo1iup3s 300 ei doi whic! 

admitting, gt his Obedlance df \ſavertigg JEH 
Advantagemdutingritbe Years jof-iiſe; and in the Saint 
Haus ef rather qt way Rillogoeanta.theferious and only 4 
inguifitive Mind, what ilk he our: Seſfeguard, in andet 
the inwiſihle State q When the-Squll departs; and Man 
our Place on Earth knows: Us ad nare chen the The! 
Body revives and [We fhalllsll Rand before. the BI and o 
Judgments ſeat , What iwilhothen>aval AIs -The WY a0 che 
ſame Righteouſneſs of our Divine l. ORD This, ing! t 


Pfalm, A Which, begins with a: folicitous| Enquiry; 
DARLA Anſwers ond oßes with a 


the Enquiry 1e hrll:ofiend iu d. E of the 
RD“ Or, who ſhall riſe up in his holy Place? 
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Jean Hands and a pure Hrart* ©" H Jhull reetivethe 
Bleſſing T of Remiffib and Reconeillatiem z. and 
Rithieouſmift;\ is the-Cuaſe off both; u thy: 6 
Bir dau e, Evere iat Perfect Righteouſneſs, 
which is not acquired by Mang bat beſtowed by 
JEHOVAH:>whiet is not performed by the 
Saint; but rabsiued t bp the dinner: wich is the 
only ſolid Baſis, to ſupport vur Hopes bf Happineſs; 
and. the only valid Pled, for an Admiffon into the 
MManſions f Joy. Then follows the Apoſtrophe. 
The Prophet foreſes the Aſeenſien of CHRIST 


und of his Sdintzt He ſebs hie LOR D;" marching 


at the Hell of the redeemed World, !and'cordu&: 
inf! then unte the City of the living G0. 
Scitabty- to ſuch à View and in a moſt beautiful 
Str of Poetry, He addreſſes Himſelf to the heu- 
velly Portalbʒ Lift up your Heads, O ye Gates; ani be 
yo lift ups ye curigfing Doors'; and the King of Glory; 
vithialbthe Heirs of his Grace W 
N TH © ri qu nn at Wa TD 3 \ "hall 
MIT WAV. 4. 17h hatk a pure Heart?” He boy,” 
hoe Heart is ſprinkled from an Fol Conſcience, by 1 
precious Blood * CHRIST. Who hath clean Hands? 


He only; WHO foi; and orders his Whole Converſation,” 
by Halli O of GOD.” Heb. x. 22. Gal. U. 
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Mhat the Pfalmiſt nieans; ed He . Bl 
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beſt Ex planation; of the Pſalagifts ät e r 4 
Rom, v. 17. Eſal. xxiv. 5. N 14710993 . 
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ſhall make their«triumphant Entry; yay enter " ity 
and go out no more, . 0 
Having ſhewn tinpowerful and en Inu 
ence of our REDEE MER \Righteoufneſs ; its 
Efficacy, in this World tojuſtify, in the other World 
to glorify; ; well may the ſweet Singer of Iſrael pro- 
feſs his ſupreme Value for it, and entire Dependence 
on it. I will go forth in the Strength of the LORD 
GOD, and "will mate mention of thy Rigbteouſneſi 
only *. As though He had faid; Iwill have recourſe 
to no other Righteouſneſs, for the Conſolation of 
my Soul. I will plead no other Righteouſneſs, for 
the Recommendation of my Perſon. I will fly to no 
other Righteouſneſs, for my final Acceptance, and 
endleſs Felicity.— This is that Raiment of Needle- 
work and Clothing of wrought Gold +, in which the 
Church, the Queen-Conſort, is preſented to her 
immortal Bridegroom ; with which She enters the 
everlaſting. Habitations, ' fo be for ever with the 
J. ORD.“ — This is that Garment for Glory and 
for Beauty t, which clothed our great HI G H- 
PRIEST; and, deſcending to his very Feet |, 
clothes and. adorns the loweſt Members, of his myſ- 
tical Body. . „adi nogu 36 
Recollecting all the forepbing Phrtlculars, juſt 
and on oy ot; rational Ground, 58 our royal 
1 A „ C3 AUEROT 


2 n Nr + 1 "% 


4b Pal. Wo There | 18, in thi Ae Original, 
and in the new Tranſlation, a very emphatical — 
tion; which adds Weight to the Sentiment; and demands 
a peculiar 6 og on from the Reader: Tan Righteon/ms , 
even thine only, N 367,771 
+1333 SU JG 14 L — Pſali oy. 423.9 I $4.75 
7 Þ: PE WW Notabat,' {a e yon 
che Place, il Pallium Fuftiriw, ed" udatus , & ſus 
 Irauit CHRISTUS.. 2 . 90 
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Author declare; Bleſſed are the People, that know the 
joyful Sound: they ſhall walk, O LORD, in the 


into their very Hearts; ſo as to partake of the ſa- 


in thy matehleſs Perſon, and thy infinite Merits, 


1 
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Light of thy Countenance. In thy Name ſball they re- 
foice all the Day © and in thy Righteouſneſs. ſhall they be 
exalted *,—T hey are truly bleſſed, they alone are 
happy, who #now the joyful Sound of the Goſpel ; 
not only receive it with their Ears, but admit it 


cred Peace, and ſpiritual Liberty, which it pro- 
claims. They ſhall walk in the Ligbt of thy Counte- 
nance; they ſhall enjoy ſuch Communications of 
thy Grace, and ſuch Manifeſtations of thy Love, ” 
as will conftitute the Serenity and Sunſhine of their N 
Souls. — In thy Name, O LORD JESUS CHRIST, ö 


Hall they rejoice t. And not occaſionally, but ha- 


"RD. 


+ , Dfal, laxxix. 15, 16. 1% 
+ Some Readers, perhaps, may think this Interpre- 
tation of the Word Righteouſnaſs, not ſtrictly proper; 
and the Proof which Aſpaſio draws from ſuch Paſſages of 
$cripture,. not. ſufficiently, concluſive.— For their Satis- 
faction and my own, I would aſk; What other Inter- 
pretation, conſiſtent with the Tenour of the Goſpel, 
can be put upon the Word? Can it mean G OD's Fu/- 
tte, which giveth to All according to their Deſerts? In 
this View,. David could have little Cauſe to rejoice in it, 
but abundant Reaſon to be terrified at it. Does it ſig- 
nify' GOD's Faithfulneſs in performing his Promiſes ? 
What are all his Promiſes, but Expreſſions of Goodwill 
m:CHRAIS D founded on the Merits and Righteouſ- 
neſs of, CHRIST; or, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, yea and 
amen, both made and confirmed, in CHRIST FESUS?. 
Does it denote the Mercy and Benignity of GOD, juſ- 
tifying, regenerating, ſaving Sinners? This Senſe, and 


indeed every comfortable Senſe, either immediately re- — | 

fers to, or ultimately terminates in, CHRIST: and his * 
Brace; CHRIST and his Righteouſneſs, For, in oy 
FEY : 'Thing 
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biküally; ; — barely y Es diftinguithe Intervals, 
but ab Dit. e Joy Mf be 45"lafting, as 
dat föbſtänttdt (l Fhough abafed, though con- 
round in ömfelves, 0 e Ball they 
berxalt@; „Row eried TINS holy Friend- 
Mipttifi® JA Cemifunidh Wiek GOD; and 
— ben Pinie Weal be fte more, t5'a State 
of celeſtial Gloy, and eterftal aao 225 
How thoroughly rv. is this ſeraphic Wri- 
(er! He has Je, e har Bleſſeaneſs, and He looks 
fot Cerlulking Ealtatiöh. Akt n L hjs Faith, 
his Repentatice, and his dh ſihcerè 01 dience. 
Aecorting to this,” which is the modern Scheme, 
Faith; Inſtead ef receiving; would Jipplant the 
LORD FESUS: Repentance, ifa. of being 
the Gift of CHRIST, would becom His Pray 


>, 


and ſincere Obedience; Which is for the Praiſe and 


Glory of GOD, would e and 1 bei his 
Grace. But David adopts no ſuch Sentiments. 
David maintains no fuch Doctrine. Fhis is the 


invariable Language of his Heart; this the Burden 
| ja his Sagte AIL my. ca of Hope, of Truſt 
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he celebrates, and more copioully explains;. this 
e of the Goſpel.— In. the very, 
Mieter, He mocks, theſe, glad Tidingss 

Siem hall, ET redze ned "with Judgmant, and. her Con- 
uerts with Righteouſneſs... Sion, che Golpel-Churchy 
compoſed, of fallen Creatures, ſometime;diſobedient, 
to their GOD, and enſlaved, to Satang)ſhall be 725 
deemep.. Redeemed, not with corruptible Things, 

Silyer apd Gold, but by ſevere Fudgments; executed 
on, their glorious HE AD, and gracious R EN 
PRESEN TAT IV E., And not by, theſe, gnly 
but by Righteouſneſs alſo; by the perfect and moſt 
meritorious: Obedience of the ſame Gninely excels 
lent. PERSONS... i254 125237 GAOA 
Qur ſacred. Author beart his Teflimony with 

warmer Zeal; and bri ghter Evidence, as he proceeds 
in his incomparable Diſcourſes... Surely, ball one ſay 
(or, as it may be rendered, only) inthe LORD. haue 
e wag aud e 1. Flaute. to obſerves 
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ion, and We ſhall have the moſt important Doctrine, 

re. ever was delivered; expreſſed in the molt forcible 
Manner, chat cah-be concefybd, 3 finn gf 
"P-bitue: feporn by My/elf, and 180 imtuorkal Per fee 
tions. - ug Word is gone out of ay Mouth TH Frets, in 
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Theron, It is not ſaid, in my own Works, in my 
own Repentance, no, nor in my own Faith, but 
in the LOR D, in the incarnate J EH OVA, 
have I Righteouſneſs.Righteouſneſs for Juſtifica- 
tion, and Strength for Sanctification. An imputed 
Righteouſneſs, to procure my Acceptance; an im- 


parted Strength, to produce my Folineſs. The 


firſt, conſtituting my Title to the everlaſting Inhe- 


ritance; the laſt, forming my perſonal Preparation 


for its Enjoyment.—Surely, which expteſſes a fim 


Perſuaſion, and an unſhaken Affiance. Onh, 
which denotes an utter Renunciation of all other 
Confidence, and excludes every other Ground of 
Hope. Righteouſneſſes *, the Original is in the plu- 
ral Number. Which ſeems to be uſed, not with- 
out an important Deſign; to enlarge the Signifi- 
cancy of the Word, and make it correſpond with 
the Richneſs of the Bleſſing. So that it may im- 
ply the Fulneſs and ſupereminent Excellency of 
either to be repealed, or to be altered. Who can hear 
ſuch an Exordium, from ſuch a Speaker, and not be 
awed into the deepeſt Reverence? LORD, We are all 
Attention. What Thou pronounceſt, with ſuch un- 


ue We would receive into our very 
Jearts. It ſhall be the ruling Principle of our Faith and 


Life. Is fach our Reſolution? This then is the Decree, 


this the Oath of IE H OVAH; 7% ME. every; Knee 


ſhall bow: to ME every Tongue ſhall fwear, (MN) fay- 
ing, SURELY IN THE LORD HAVE I 
RIGHTEOUSNESS AND STRENGTH. — 


Talke We of Confeflion of Faith? Here We have a Con- 


15 by Omnipotence. 1100 (mAb: 


feſſion of Faith, drawn up by Omniſcience, and enjoined 


hir parallel to which, both in Conſtruction and 


Signification,..is the Phraſe uſed, by. St. Jahn, Anawpole, 
Rev. xix. 8. The fine Linen is the. Righteouſneſs (properly 


of 


the Righteouſneſſes) of the Saints. 


but for the 
theſe, "We 
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this Kit of Grace; as comprehending what- 
ever *, either of Suffering or of Obedience, is re- 
quiſite to the Juſtification, of Sinners. 
Therefore the Prophet adds; In the: LORD, | 
ſhall all the Seed of Iſrael he jaſtiſied, and, ſhall glory t 
Moſt important and moſt precious Text! Every 
Expreſſion is big with Truth, and bright with. 
Grace. All the Seed: intimating, that the Way of 
Salvation, in every Age of the World, and to all 
the, People of GO, is invariable and one.— 
What is this invariable Way? It is to be pardoned, 
and, delivered from Wrath; to be approved, and 
admitted into Favour; or, as the inſpired Penman 
expreſſes it, to be juſtified —How.is this effected ? 
Not by our upright Aims, not by our ſincere En- 
deavours, but by having. a-real and proper Rigbte- 
ouſneſs.+—W here--is:ithis- to be had? Not in Our- 
ſelves 3 not in. any Accompliſhments, or any Per- 
formances of our own; but in the LORD R E- 
DEEME R, and his conſummately righteous 
Nature, Affections, Actions.—Are theſe ſufficient 
for the Purpoſe? 80 ſufficient, that We may not 
only conſide, but glory in them. They afford 
Cauſe, not only for the Stedfaſtneſs of Reliance, 
but for the Elevations of Triumph. Cleaving to 
theſe, "We may look Sin and Satan, look Death and 
Hell in the Face; and 15 With a 10 e 
e Us? : Ry - 


*; Val ae ee, in HO 17 1D Por- - 
ren cv Peccator refepiſcens & credens, a Peccatis ab- 
ſolvi, &; jure ad Benedictionem cœleſtem vhπ]·nwſ zu gurut ac 
yard ee ill 7 EHO 22 proprium; 'ab 7p/o zeln. 

uod extra MAlum ne non lavenifur. Virzins. 88 
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What he had juſt now aſſerted, he exemplifies in 
his own, and in the Perſon of every true Believer, 


I will greatly rejoice in the LOR D, my Soul ſhall be 


joyful in my GOD; for He hath clothed me with the 
| Garments of "Salvation, He bath tovered me with the 


Robe of Ri; . True Believers are com- 
pared, in one of our facred Eclogues, to a Company 
in Pharoat's Chariot +: to Horſes, than 
which no Animal is more ſtately and graceful :-to 
Bpyptian Horſes, which were the beſt and completeſt, 

then in the World: to thoſe in Phoroat's Chariot, 
which, doubtleſs, were a choice Set; ſelected from 


Thouſands" and fineſt, where all were fine. Here, 


methinks, T fee the Com riſon realized. Cu | 
tians, endued with ſuch a Spirit, as breathes in' this 


animated Text, are like à Collection of gallant 


and majeſtic Steeds; not deſtined to low Drudgery, 
but appointed to run in the royal Chariot; all Life; 
full of Fire; champing the Bit, and enger for the 
daſe. Nothing can more beautifully deſcribe a 
State of Exultation and Ardour, than the preceding 
Similirude, or the following Words will rejoice; 


| I will greatly rejoice; my very Soul, and all that is 


within me, Hall be joyful in my GOD. Wherefore ? 
Becaufe He has clotbed me, undone Sinner as I am, 
with the Garments of Salvation : becauſe He hath co- 
orrell me, defective as all my Services are, with the | 
b <> om ome 2/5 t. A Robe, which hides every 
4 | I Fab fo that neither 


DEL — Trduit, tam 
er . imputat ; rum quod co; Fige 


Gora, 3 Vrraixc. 


— 


Let. 4. AsrAs10 70. THERON. . 


Stain nor Nefqrmity appear, in acter. 
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farther. chageRerizgs: it, 36,the ung/terahl and never 
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This|.he-difp! Uk * 
ſublime-49-+ rege, ift up your Ee to the 
Heauenss _— unn the 4 rth; beneath 5 for the 


oe 


Heavens! foal vaniſh away, lite Smokes; aud the Earth 


hall wax ald lila Carmtus; but u Salugtion. 
be far.gverg and y Righteouſneſs ſhall nat be abalifoed t. 


—Obſferye the vaſt Dimenſions, and the firm Foun- | 


dations, both; of the upper and the lower World. 
How iran gs: how, ſtedfaſt, they all appear |. Yet 
theſe; indiftoluble as they may, deem, ſhall. periſh, 
This majeſtie Globe, on xihich Summers ſhine 
— wile, fall dase: beantiful 
| lee Gunst Day thaw cate. 5 
in vhich Stars glitter, and Comets Slow, hall be 
leprived oft its. very ſuperior. Splendour; and vnniſh 
way, like the unſubſtantial diſſolxing SW- 
MWpereae, y Soldiation, together with the ineſtim- 
zule Ble ng: comprehended -in, it, thall. ſuhſiſt, 
Malt fl Aud my Rightaauſnef Which 
i>theaneritaious Canſe.of all, all nut he abaliſbad⸗ 
bur remain an immoveable Baſis and an inviolable 
banQuarg, of kx. 
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Graces, they ſhall prove ineffectual; but my Con- 
formity to the Law, and my Obedience unto Death, 
neither need Addition, nor admit of Alteration. 
They are all-ſufficient in their Merit, and in their 
Agency everlaſting. | 


When Day ariſes on our benighted Hemiſphere, it : 


breaks and ſpreads by a gradual Increaſe. Forming, 
firſt, the grey Twilight; next, the bluſhing Morn; 
then, the ſhining Light; till all is heightened into 
the Blaze and Glow of Noon. —When Spring re- 


viſits our wintry Clime, She alſo advances by gen- 
_ tle Degrees. Firſt, ſwells the Bud, and protrudes 


the Gem. Then, expands the Leaf, and unfolds 


the Bloſſom. The Face of Things is continually 


changing for the better; till, at Length, all the 


Country is covered with Bloom and Verdure.— 
This leifurely Proceſs, renders the ſlrong Eftulgence | 


of the celeſtial Orb, more ſupportable; and the 
lovely Expanſions of the vegetable Creation, more 
obſervable. . | 

So progreſſiye and increaſing are the Diſplays of 


FESUS CHRIST, exhibited in the Scriptures. 
Whoſe Appearance is unſpeakably more delightful to 


the Soul, than the Emanations of orient Light are 
to the Eye, or the Entertainments of the vernal Sea- 
ſon to our other Senſes.— The Gloom of fallen 


Adam was alleviated by a Ray from this SUN 


OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. — Abraham and 
the Patriarchs ſaw afar off the Bleſſed FE SU®, 
as the Morning ſpread upon the Mountains *,—The 
£ almi/? and the Prophets, beheld his nearer Ap- 
proaches, like the Sun upon the Point of Riſing.— 


To the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts He aroſe, in perfect 


Luſtre, 


—_— 
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Luſtre, and complete Beauty. The Grace and the 
Privileges, which dawned under other Diſpenſations, 


are brought even to meridian Light by the Goſpel. 


— This 1 mention, juſt to intimate, what You may 
expect from a following Letter. 

In the mean Time, let Us attend to. the Prophet 
Daniel. He records a Meſſage from Heaven, which 
is more clearly deſcriptive of this great evange- 
lical Bleſſing, than all the foregoing Texts, —He 


had been under much Diſtreſs, and in great Per- 


plexity: afflicted for his own, and his Country- 
mens Sins; anxious for the Welfare of the choſen 
Nation, and the Proſperity of true Religion. When 
an Angel was diſpatched to the holy Mourner, with 
this moſt chearing News; which, received by Faith, 


is the richeſt Wile to a wounded Conſcience, and 


the only Remedy for a guilty World. Seventy Weeks 


are determined upon thy People, and upon thy holy City; 


to finiſh the Tranſgreſſion, and make an End of Sin; to 
make Reconciliation for Iniquity; and to bring in ever- 
laing Righteouſneſs *,—This Prophecy, without 
all Contradiction, relates to the MESSIAH. It 


foretels, that, in the Fulneſs of Time, He ſhould 


finiſh the Tranſgreſſion t; reſtrain and ſuppreſs the 
Power of Corruption, by purifying to Himſelf a pe- 
culiar People. — Should make an End of Sin t; by 
ſealing up or ſecreting its Guilt, and totally aboliſh- 
ing its condemning Power—Should make Reconci- 


liation for Iniquity; by ſuſtaining the Vengeance due 


to Sinners, and fully ſatisfying the divine Juſtice 
tor all their Offences. 
But, as to ſuffer Puniſhment, is one Thing 3 and 
to obey the Precept, is another: as Pardon of Sin, 
| B b 2 does 
Pan. ix. 24. ＋ 52 Y 
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does by no Means complete the Privilege of Juſti- 


fication : it is added, that the MESSIAH ſhould 
alſo bring in an everlaſting Righteouſneſ.— A Righte- 
ouſneſs, or an adequate and perfect Conformity to 
all the Dictates of the Law. Which conſiſts, in 
an habitual Holineſs of Nature, and an actual Obe- 
dience of Life— This He ſhould not barely publiſh, 
but accompliſh and bring in x. That it may be pre- 
ſented both to GOD and Man; to GOD, for 
the Reparatien of his violated Law; to Man, for 
the Juſtificatian of his obnoxious Perſon—That 
this Righteouſneſs ſhould be everla/ting ; not ſuch 
as may be compared to the Morning Cloud, which 


ſoon. paſſeth away; or to the early Dew, which is 


ſoon dried up; but ſuch as will out-laſt the Hills, 
on which the latter ſhines ; and out-laſt the Skies, 
through which the former fails. A Righteouſneſs, 
whoſe Merits extend to every Period and every Ac- 
tion of our Lives; and when once made ours by 
Imputation, remains and will remain our unalienable 
Property.— To this all the Saints, who, in antient 


Generations, pleaſed GOD, owe their Accep- 
tance; on this, all the Children of Men, who, in 


future Ages, hope for his Favour, muſt rely; by 
this the whole Aſſembly of the Bleſſed, will be in- 
variably and eternally precious in his Sight. —Ex- 


alted Gere Can it be e to any . 
Jet, 


5 8 1 think; muſt fi gnify more than to publiſh or 
Bris Had this been all that the Angel was commil- 
fioned to declare, .O or 127? would probably have 
been uſed. —The Word implies ſuch a 6ringing in (the 
Original 1s the fame) as when Abel brought bis 1 
to the Altar, for the divine Acceptance; and Eſau broug 
his Veniſon into the Chamber, r his Fockier” - Uſe, Gen, 
iv. 4. XXVIL 31. | 


Let. 4. 
leſs, tha 
Surely, 
in ſuch : 
neſs; fi 
deprecia 
man Per 
3 forg 
phet Fer 
Determi 
Tudah ar 
He fhall 
TEOUS 
ſatis facto 
clude, ar 
the Paſſa 
a more a} 
Extracts 
nimous _/ 
may vent 
Oppoſitio 
immediat 
REDEE 
of the R 
Sanctity, 
intimated 
the Earth. 
imputed R 
Thus, th 
ſeription ( 
He appea 
wretched 
enſlaved te 


2 U Confu 


Let. 4. Asras10 7% TREROV. 389 
leſs, than the Righteouſneſs of the incarnate GOD? 
Surely, None can imagine, that Daniel would ſpeak 
in ſuch a magnificent Strain of any human Righteouſ- 
neſs; fince, in this very Chapter, he profeſſedly 
depreciates Himſelf, his Fellow-ſaints, and al hu- 
man Performances whatever *. | 

I forgot, in the proper Place, to comfule the Pro- 
phet Jeremiah. Let Us now refer Ourſelves to his 
Determination. Celebrating the SAVIOUR of 
Judah and Iſrael, He ſays ; This is his Name, whereby 
Hz jhall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGH- 
TEOUSNESS. A Determination, ſo clear and 
ſatisfactory, as not to leave, One would almoſt con- 
clude, any Room for Appeal.—Should the Senſe of 
the Paſſage be queſtioned, I think, there cannot be 
a more authentic Explication, than the preceding 
Extracts from Iſaiah and Daniel. Having the una- 
nimous Atteſtation of two inſpired Penmen, We 
may venture to abide by ſuch Authority, even in 
Oppoſition to ſome reſpectable Names. In theVerſe 
immediately foregoing, the 2/ential Holineſs of the 
REDEEMER is difplayed, under the Character 
of the RIGHTEOUS BRANCH. — The 
Sanctity, which He will impart to his Subjects, is i 
intimated by his executing Fudgment and Fuſtice in 
the Earth. —In the Clauſe, We have quoted, his 
imputed Righteouſneſs is foretold and promiſed.— 
Thus, the ſeveral Sentences are diſtin& ; the De- 
ſcription of the SAVI 0 UR is —— - and 
He, appears perfectly ſuited to the Exigencies of a 
wretched World. A World, in its worſt Eſtate, 
enſlaved to Satan; and in its beſt, falling ſhort of 

0 f 0 R D, Ri bean 1 8 wa unto Ther bib . 
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the Glory of GOD.—This, therefore, I take to 


be the grand and extenſive Meaning of the Pro- 


phet ; not barely, "The righteous LORD; not 
barely, The LORD who infuſes Righteouſneſs 
into ſinful Souls; but the incarnate JEHOVAH x, 
whoſe mediatorial Righteouſneſs is, by an Act of 
gracious Imputation, ours—to all the Intents of 
Juſtification and Salvation, ours—as much ours for 


theſe bleſſed Purpoſes, as if We had wrought it | 


out, each in his own Perſon +. | 
Foreſeeing and contemplating theſe Bleſſings, the 


enraptured Zechariah cries out; Rejoice greatly, O0 


Daughter of Sion; ſhout, O Daughter of Feruſalem ; 
behold, thy King cometh unto Thee: He is juſt, and 
having Salvation, lowly and riding upon an Aſs, and 
upon a Colt the Foal of an Aſs F. — He addrefles 
himſelf to Sion and Ferufſalem, to the eccleſiaſtical 
and civil Community. People of all Ranks and 
of every Character, are exhorted to rejoice; to 

rejoice 


Fer. xxiii. 5, 6. In theſe golden, infinitely better 

than golden Verſes, are characterized the divine and the 
human Natures of CHRIST, together with his medi- 
atorial Office. The divine Nature; in that He enjoys 
the Honours of the GODHEAD, and poſſeſſes the in- 
communicable Name JEHOVAH.—'The human Na- 
ture; in that He was to be raiſed up unto David, and 


ſpring as a Branch from his Root. — The mediatorial Of. 


fice; in that He is the Righteou/ar/s of his People, and the 

Salvation of Sinners. 1 5 

- + Wirslus, ſpeaking of the mediatorial Righteoul- 

neſs, has written in Latin, what Aſeaſfo expreſſes in Eng- 
liſe; Per illam Obedientiam teta Multitudo illorum, qu! ad 
Jaſum pertinent, juſti conſtituuntur; id eft, cenſentur ju 
: habere ad aterram Vilam, non minus quam 2 quilibet eorum 
i propria Perſona illam Obedientiam præſtitilſet. Lib. II. 
| cap. „ | bo Fon | . 

| 9. 


3 Zech. ix. 
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rejoice greatly; nay, to expreſs the Joy of their 
Heart, by loud Hallelujahs, and triumphant Excla- 
mations,—W hat is the Cauſe of this general Delight? 


W hat can fill both Church and State with ſuch high 


Satisfaction? Thy King cometh unto Thee; even that 
glorious KING, who rules in Heaven, and rules 
in the Heart; whoſe Service is Freedom, and whoſe 


Laws are Love. He comes, to be made Fleſh, and 
to dwell in thy Nature.—#e is juft ; divinely righ- 


teous in his Perſon ; conſummately righteous in his 
Life; and fulſils all Righteouſneſs in thy Stead.— 
Having Salvation; not ſetting Thee to procure it, 
but procuring it for Thee. Bringing with Him a 
great, a complete, an eternal Salvation ; fully pre- 
pared, in all Points finiſhed, and free for thy Ac- 
ceptance.— That none may be diſcouraged, and 


none deterred, from applying to this PRINCE 


of Peace, He is, amidſt all the Honours of his So- 


vereignty, /owly : does not abhor the Baſeſt, will 
not deſpiſe the Meaneſt : to the Poor and Worth- 
leſs his Goſpel is preached, for the Guilty and 
Abominable his Benefits are intended. —As an Em- 
blem, as a Proof, of this moſt amiable and conde- 
ſcending Goodneſs, He will ride; not like the Con- 
querors of the Nations, in a ſplendid triumphal 
Chariot, or on a richly capariſoned Steed; but up- 
on the moſt mean and deſpicable of all Animals, 
an Aſs : nay, what is ſtill more deſpicable, on a 
rude undiſciplined Colt, the wayward Foal of an 
Aſs *, - „ 
| 155 And 
* Becauſe ſome profane Scoffers have preſumed to ri- 
dicule this very remarkable Incident of 


cue it from their ab»/ive Attempts, by obſerving—** That 
| „ „n 


our LORD's 
Life, ſome Interpreters of Note have endeavoured to reſ- 
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And now —ſince my Theron confeſſes Himſelf to 
be miſerable, and poor, and naked : ſince the Eyes of 


his 


&. the Zaffern Aſſes are much larger and more graceful 
* than ours. That Patriarchs and Judges thought it no 
% Diſgrace to ride upon them.“ 

This Obſervation has, I fear, more of fal/e Delicacy, 
than of real Truth, or Chriſtian Simplicity. In the Pa- 
zriarchal Ages, I acknowledge, Perſons of high Diſtinc- 
tion thought it no Diſhonour, to appear on this Animal. 
But I very much queſtion, whether the ſame Faſhion ſub- 
ſiſted, or the ſame Way of Thinking prevailed, in the 


Reign of Tiberius Cx/ar. The Apoſtle mentions, not 


Aﬀes, but Horſes, as the uſual Means of Conveyance. 
See Jam. iii. 3.—Nay, Lam ftrongly inclined to ſuſpect, 
that the plain primitive Cuſtom was ſuperſeded, even in 


the Days of Zechariah. For, long before this Time! 


find, that Solomon had four theufand Stalls of Horſes for his 
Chariots, and twelve thouſand Horſemen ; and that Horſes 
Were brought to Him out of Egypt, and divers other Coun- 


tries, 1 Kings iv. 26. x. 28, 29. From this Period, it is 


probable, none but the poor and inferior Sort of People 
rode upon Aſſes.— When 1/aiah prophefied, The Land was 
full of Horſes, Iſai. ii. 7. Under the Perſſan Monarchy, 
when Zechariah flouriſhed, Horſes were in ſtill greater 
Repute. Well therefore might the Prophet ſay, with 
Wonder and Delight—hozwly; and, as a Demonſtration 
thereof, riding upen an Aſs! Whereas, if the Proceſſion 
had been performed on a graceful Animal, and in a re- 
ſpectable Manner, how was this an Evidence of our 

EDEEME R's Lowline/s. | 


« * 


They, who would dignify this Action. any otherwiſe 


than from its greatly to be admired Abaſement, ſeem to 
have forgotten the Stable, the Manger, and the Croſs.— 
They, who would ennoble this Animal, from any Con- 


fideration whatever, ſeem to miſtake entirely the Deſign 


of the Prophet. He intends to exhibit a Picture, where 
 Magnificence and Humiliation meet in their Extremes. 
A King, clothed with Righteouſneſs, and diſpenſing Sal- 
vation; yet deſpiſed and rejected, by the Wile, the 
Mighty, the Proud. Supremely majeſtic and deſirable, 
to the Eye of Faith; yet having no Form nor * 
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his Underſtanding are enlightened, to ſee the Im- 
purity of his Heart, and the Imperfection of his 
| Righteouſneſs—what Advice, chearing and ſalu- 
tary, ſhall I ſuggeſt? O! let Him liſten to an 
ADVISER, infinitely more able and compaſſion- 
ate. Liſten to HIM, who is the ANTIENT 
OF DAYS, and the WISDOM OF GOD; 
I counſel Thee, ſays the Bleſſed FESUS, to buy o | 
me Gold tried in the Fire, that Thou mayeſt be rich; 
and white Raiment, that Thou mayeſt be clothed * — 
Gold! What can this denote, but all thoſe ſpiri- 
tual Treaſures, which are hid in CHRIST? 
Which are, in Meaſure, unſearchable; in Value, 
ineſtimable; in Duration, eternal. bite Rai- 
ment] Surely this muſt ſignify the Righteouſneſs of 
our REDLZEMER; which is all Purity, and 
all Perfection. Which clothes the Soul, as a moſt 
ſuitable and commodious Garment arrays the Body. 
Which will preſent the Believer, void of Shame, 
and free from Blemiſh; will preſent Him, with 


Confidence and 3 before the Throne of the | 
MAJESTY in the Heavens. 


T his, 


neſs, in the Eye of Senſe. Higher, far wakes than the 
Heavens, yet offering Himſelf and his Benefits to the 
Vulgar, the Sordid, the Vile. 

Was it a mean Attitude! Exceedingly mean ? Mean 
even to Contempt? I make no Scruple to grant it: nay, 
1 make my Boaſt of it! lt is for the Honour of my 
LORD's Condeſcenſion: it is for the utter Confuſion of 
all worldly Pomp and Grandeur: and it is for the un- 
ſpeakable Comfort of my ſinful Soul. Moſt charmin 
Humility! Moſt endearing Gentleneſs! HE, who ridet 45 
upon the Heawens as it avere upon an Horſe, and maketh the 
Clouds his Chariot, to atone for my Pride, and to encou- 
rage my Hope, diſdained not, in the —_ of his F leſh, 
to ride upon an . 
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This, to. uſe the delicate Language, and amiable 
Images of 1/a:ah—This Doctrine, embraced by a 
realizing Faith, zs the only Pillow of Reft, where- 
with Ye may cauſe the weary and heavy-laden Soul 73 
find Repoſe; and this is the ſovereign Cordial, pre- 


pared by infinite Mercy, for the Refreſhment of an- 


xious and deſponding 'T ranſsreflors. O! Let Us 
not be in the Number of thoſe proud and refractory 
Creatures, who, though they infinitely needed, yet 


would not hear * the gracious News, nor receive the 


unſpeakable Benefit.—In this Reſpect, and in this 
moſt eminently, 1s that other Saying of the ſame 
ſublime Teacher, true; The LORD of Hes ſhall 
be for a Grown of Glory, and for a Diadem of Beauty, 
Zo the Reſidue of his People +. Shall we tear from our 
Temples, or reject with Diſdain, this unfading and 
heavenly Ornament; in order to ſubſtitute a mean 
and tawdry Chaplet of our own? 

Let me add a pertinent Paſſage from one of our 
celebrated dramatic Writers, Which, if proper in 
b:s Senſe, will be incomparably more ſo, according 
to our Manner of Application. 


It were contemning, 


2 th impious ſelf-ſufficient Arrogance, 
This Bounty of our GOD, not to accept, 
With every Mark of Honour, fuch a Gift. 


I might proceed to urge this Expoſtulation of the 
Poet, as I might eaſily have multiplied my Quota- 
tions from holy Writ. But, ſtudious of Brevity, I 
refign both, without farther Enlargement, to your 
own Meditation. Letz more ſtudious of my Friend's 

£ £ | 1 Happi- 


* Tal. xxvili. 12. + Iſai. xxvili. 5. 
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Happineſs, I cannot conclude without wiſhing Him 
an Intereſt, a clear and eſtabliſhed Intereſt, in this 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. For fo, 
and ſo only, can He have everlaſting Conſolation and 
good Hope through Grace. —I am, my dear Theron, 
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Inviolablhj Yours, 


ASPASIO. 


P. S. Oppoſite to the Room in which I write, is a 
miacooſt agreeable Proſpect of the Gardens and 
the Fields. Theſe, covered with Herbage, and 
loaded with Corn: zhoſe adorned with Flowers, 
and abounding with Eſculents. All appearing, 
with ſo florid and ſo beautiful an Aſpect, that 
they really ſeem, in Conformity to the Pſalmiſt's 
Deſcription, even to laugh and fing. Let me 
juſt obſerve, That all theſe fine Scenes, all 
theſe rich Productions ſprung — from what ? 
From the Diſſolution of the reſpective Seeds. 
The Seeds planted by the Gardener, and the 
Grain ſowed by the Huſbandman, firſt periſhed 
in the Ground, and then the copious Increaſe 
aroſe. | 
Much after the ſame Manner, a true Faith 
in CHRIST and his Rig deen ariſes 
from what? From the Ruins of Self, ſufficien- 
cy, and the Death of perſonal Excellency. 
Let me therefore intreat my Theron, ſtill to 
take the Diary for his Counfellor ; ſtill to 
keep an Eye on the Depravity of his Nature, 
and the Miſcarriages of his Life. The more 
early We lee, the more deeply We ſeel, our 
3 „ 


LEY 


PR. 8 / 
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Guilt and our Miſery, the more highly ſhall 
We value the Obedience of. our bleſſed 
8URET V. -HIIn ſuch a Heart, Faith will 
„„ Beariſh: as à Roſe, and lift up its Head like a 
Cedar in Lobanon. To ſuch a Soul, the great 

 REDEEMER's Nighteoufneſs will be wel- 
come, as Waters to the thirſty Soil, or as 
Rivers in the fandy Deſart. 


r e V. 


As1⁰ 70 russen. 


Dear. . 5 


re IVE me leave to relate an uncommon Acci- 


dent; which' happened a little while ago, in 
this Neighbourhood ; and of which I myſelf was a 
Spectator.— The Day was the Sabbath; the Place 
appropriated to divine Worſhip, was the Scene of 
this remarkable Affair; and the Inftant of its taking 
Place, was the Beginning of the Sermon. When 
the Ambaſſador of CHRIS 7, riſen with a vener- 
able Aſpect, and addreſſing his Audience with be- 
coming Gravity, drew Attention e {till as Night, 
« or Summer's Noon-tide Air.“ 
At this Interval of deep Compofure, a Boy came 
running into the Church; breathleſs and trembling. 


He told, but i in a low Vole, thoſe who ſtood near, 
| that 
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that a Preſs- gang was advancing, to beſiege the 


Doors, and arreſt the Sailors. — An Alarm was im- 


mediately taken. The Seamen, with much Hurry, 
and no ſmall Anxiety, began to ſhift for themſelves. 
The reſt of the Congregation, perceiving an un- 
uſual Stir, were ſtruck with Surprize.—A Whiſper 
of Enquiry ran from Seat to Seat; which increaſed, 
by Degrees, into a confuſed Murmur, and a ſtrange 
Commotion. No One could inform his Neighbour. 
Therefore, every One was left to ſolve the Appear- 
ance, from the Suggeſtions of a timorous Imagination. 
Some ſuſpected, the Town was on fire. Some were 


_ apprehenfive of an Invaſion from the Spaniards. 


Others looked up, and looked round, to ſee if the 
Walls were not giving way, and the Roof falling 
upon their Heads.—In a few Moments, the Con- 
ſternation became general. The Men ſtood like 
Statues, in filent Amazement, and unavailing Per- 
plexity. The Women ſhrieked aloud; fell into 


Fits; ſunk to the Ground in a Swoon. Nothing 


was ſeen, but wild Diſorder; nothing heard, but 
tumultuous Clamour.—Drowned was the Preacher's 
Voice. Had He ſpoke in Thunder, his Meſſage 
would ſcarce have been regarded. To. have gone 
on with his Work, amidſt ſuch' a Ferment of ſtun- 
ning Sounds and aſtoniſhed Minds, had been like ar- 


guing with a Whirlwind, or talking to a Tempeſt. 
The Reader, it is hoped, will excxſe whatever may 


appear ow, or favour of the Plebeian, in any of theſe Cir- 
eumſtances. If Aſpaſſo had ſet Himſelf to invent the De- 
ſcription of a Pannic, He would probably have formed it 
upon ſome more raiſed and dignified Incident. But as 
this was a real Matter of Fag, which lately happened in 
one of our Sea-pott Towns; Truth, even in a plain 
Dreſs, may poſſibly be no leſs acceptable than Fiction, 
tricked up with the moſt ſplendid Embelliſhments. 
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This brought to my Mind that great tremendous 
Day, when the Heavens ſhall paſs away; when the 
Earth ſhall be diſſolved; and all its Inhabitants re- 
ceive their final Doom. — If, at ſuch Incidents of 
very inferior Dread, our Hearts are ready to fail; 
what unknown and inconceivable Aſtoniſhment 


muſt ſeize the guilty Conſcience, when the Hand 


of the ALMIGHTY ſhall open thoſe unparal- 
leled Scenes of Wonder, Deſolation, and Horror! 
When the Trumpet ſhall ſound—The Dead ariſe 
he World be in Flames—The JUDGE on 
the Throne—and all Mankind at the Bar 


The Trumpet ſhall ſound *, ſays the prophetic 


Teacher. And how alarming, how ſtupendous the 
Summons! Nothing equal to it, nothing like it, 
was ever heard through all the Regions of the Uni- 
verſe, or all the Revolutions of Time. When con- 


flicting Armies have diſcharged the bellowing Artil- 
lery of War, or when victorious Armies have ſhouted 


for Joy of the Conqueſt, the Seas and Shores have 
rung, the Mountains and Plains have echoed. But 
the Voice of the Archangel, and the Trump of 
GOD, will reſound from Pole to Pole, It will 
make the Pillars of Earth, and ſtartle the Dun- 
geon of Hell.—Stronger, ſtranger ſtill ! It will pe- 
netrate even the deepeſt Receſſes of the Tomb. It 
will pour its amazing Thunder into all thoſe Abodes 
of Silence, The Dead, the very Dead, ſhall hear. 

-When the Trumpet has ſounded, the Dead ſhall 
ariſe In a Moment, in the Twinkling of an Eye, 


the Graves open; the monumental Piles are cleft 


aſunder; the Families,' the Nations under-ground, 
ſtart into Day. What an immenſe Harveſt of Men 


and 


1 Cor. XV. 32. 
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and Women, ſpringing up from the Caverns of the 
Earth, and the Depths of the Sea! Stand a while 
my Soul, and contemplate the wonderful Spectacle. 
Adam formed in Paradiſe, and the Babe born but 
Veſterday, the earlieſt Ages, and lateſt Genera- 
tions, meet upon the ſame Level. Jeus and Gen- 
tiles, Greeks and Barbarians, People of all Climes 
and Languages, unite in the promiſcuous Throng. 
Here, thoſe vaſt Armies, which, like Swarms of 
Locuſts, covered Countries; which, with an irre- 
ſiſtible Sweep, over- run Empires; here they all ap- 
pear, and here they all are loſt. Loſt, like the 
ſmall Drop of a Bucket, when plunged amidſt the 
unfathomable and boundleſs Ocean. —O ! the Mul- 
titudes | the Multitudes * which theſe Eyes ſhall 
ſurvey, when GOD calleth the Heavens from above, 
and the Earth that He may judge his People. What 
Shame muſt fluſh the guilty Cheek! What Anguifh 
wound the polluted Breaſt ! To have all their filthy 
Practices, and infamous Tempers, expoſed before 
this innumerable Croud of Witneſſes Fly, my 
Theron; and fly, my Soul; inſtantly let Us fly, 
earneſtly let Us fly, to the purifying Blood of JE. 
SUS. That all our Sins may be blotted out; that 
We may be found unblameable and unreproveable, in 
the Preſence of the aſſembled World; and, what is 
infinitely more to be revered, in the Sight of the 
omnipotent GOD. 
When the Swarm iſſues, the Hive ſhall Burn. 
There is no more Need of this habitable Globe. 
| EE 
If, as it is commonly ſuppoſed, the Earth contains 
at any one Period of Time, no leſs than four hundred 
Millions of Souls; what a Congregation muſt all thoſe 


Generations make, which have ſucceeded cach other for 
ſeven thouſand Years ! | 


\ 
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The Elect have fought the good Fight, and finiſhed 


400 


their Courſe. The Wicked have been tried, and 
found incorrigible. The important Drama is ended, 
Every Actor has performed his Part. Now there- 
fore the Scenes are taken down; and the Stage is 
demoliſhed. Moe be to the Earth, and to the Works 
thereof! Its Streams are turned into Pitch, its Duſt 
into Brimſtone; and the Breath of the ALMIGH- 
TY, like a Torrent of Fire, enkindles the Whole. 
See | ſee! how the Conflagration rages—ſpreads 
— prevails over all! The Foreſts are in a Blaze, 
and the Mountains are- wrapt in Flame. Cities, 
Kingdoms, Continents, ſink in the burning Deluge. 
London, Britain, Europe are no more. Through all 
the Receptacles of Water, through all the Tracts 
of Land, through the whole Extent of Air, nothinf 
is diſcernable, but one vaſt, prodigious, fiery Ruin. 
Where now are the Treaſures of the Covetous? 
Where the Poſſeſſiens of the Mighty? Where the 
_ Delights of the Voluptuary?— How wiſe, how happy 
are they, whoſe Portion is lodged in heavenly Man- 
ſions! Their Inheritance is incorruptible. Such 
as the laſt Fire cannot reach, nor the Diſſolution 
of Nature impair. 5 
We look upwards. The azure Vault cleaves. 
That ſtately Expanſe is rolled back like a Seroll; 
the Regions of Bliſs are ſeen; and the JUDGH, 


the JUDGE appears | He cometh, cries a mighty | 


Seraph, the Herald * of his Approach, He cometh 

lt ſeems, according to the Apoſtle's Repreſentation, 

that, introductory to the Reſurrection of the Dead, there 

will be 4 Shout, the Voice of the Archangel, and the Trum 

f GOD. 1 Theſf. iv. 16.—Firſt, 4 Shout of Joy and 

riumph breaks from the Skies; made by n 
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10 judge the World in Righteouſneſs, and miniſter trust 


udgment unto the People He cometh, not as for- 
merly, in the Habit of a Servant, but clad with 
uncreated Glory, and arrayed in Light inacceſfivle. 
He cometh, not meanly followed by twelve weak 
Diſciples, but magnificently attended with the Ar- 
mies of Heaven.. .Angels and Archangels form his 
Retinue 5 Principalities and Powers wait at his 
Feet: the Cherubim and Seraphim, are upon the 
Wing to execute his Commands. —Behold Him, 
ye faithful Followers of the LAMB; and won- 
der and love. This is HE, who bore all your Ini- 
quities on the ignominious Croſs. This is HE, 
who fulfilled all Righteouſneſs for the Juſtification 
of your Perſons. —Behold Him, ye Deſpiſers of his 
Grace; and wonder and periſh, This is HE, 
whoſe merciful Overtures you have contemned, and 
on whoſe precious Blood You have trampled. 
le The great white Throne *, beyond Deſcription 
y auguſt and formidable, is erected. The KING 
. of Heaven, the LORD of Glory, takes his Seat 
ch on the dreadful Tribunal. Mercy, on his Right- 
on hand, diſplays the Olive-branch of Peace, and 
holds forth the Crown of Righteouſneſs. Juſtice, 
es. on his Left, poiſes the impartial Scale, and un- 
Il; AS HE. „e 
E, IM attendant Spirits, or by all the Companies of Heaven. 
nty Then follows he Voice of the Archangel, proclaiming the 
1240 Approach of the REDEEMER; which, though heard 
lingly through the vaſt Expanſe, will probably be louder 
| than thoſe united Acclamations.—Laft of all; the Trum- 
ion, ef GOD. ſounds, and ifſues a Summons to the Dead, 


here il more awful and more majeſtic, than each preceding 
run Alarm; cloſing the old, and opening the new World, 
and i with inconceivable Solemnity, and the moſt formidable 
18 of Grandeur * + 8 2 
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ſheaths-the Swerdcof Vengeance. While eſdun 
and, Holineſs, (brighter than ten thouſand Suns, 
beam inchis divine Aſpedti - MWhat are all che pre- 
cediog Events, de this new: Seen; of. Dignity and 
Awet TheyPeals ef Thunder, ſounfling in the 
Arebagngels Trumpet s, the Blaze of A burning 
World, andouthe ſtung .Conyullions cf , expiring 


Nature 1 the: nn“ered- Myriads of the Dead, 
ſtarting into inſtantaneous Life, and thronging the 
aſtoniſhed Skies; all theſe ſeem familiar Incidents, 
compared with tHe” Appearante\ of the incarnate 
JEHOVAH.Amazement, more than Amaze- 
ment, is all around. Terror and Glory unite in 
their Extremes. Frem the Sicht of his majeſtic 
Eye, from the infuppor able Spiendors of his Face, 
the Earth itſelf an the v Heavens . atuay *.— 
How then? Oh f how fall che Ungodly and! 
Stand in his angry | Preſence, and draw near-to'this 
conſuming Fig? LEM ANY 130 ewO 5 Stodw 36 * 
esche nekpehly mug ind ae chelr Trpvl- 
cheir deeifve Tryal-at his ghredus Bar. Every 
Action comes under ExAm̃indtioht Por each idle 
Word they mut give Account. Not ſo much 48 3 
ſecret Thought eſcapes this exact Serütiny.—-Ho 
Fan we Cfiaßöle, he impehitene Criminals; either 
gonceal their Guilt, 'or'thde tlie Sentence ?' They 
have to do with a Baghetty;to6 keen't&'h6Ueeeived ; ; 
winks Pole Wee e to Pe raftfted and (O! 
terrible, terrible Cônfider 3 Svith Severity-of 
moſt zuſt Dilpſekſarey that un ueber relent; mer be 
iner ted mpefe U bathe * 
pate Loki Wat af Agdnie G0 Wet if 
e Hetre# The Cer torturing 
; : = Wheel, 
"1 VER Pa xt 1. gods 
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Wheel, are Eaſe, are Downe, compared with their 
prodigious Woe. And (O holy GOD! wonder- 
ful in thy Doings! fearful in thy — even 
this prodigious Woe is the gentlyft of VI tations, 


compared with that Indignation and Wrath, which 


are hanging over their guilty Heads which are even 
now falling on all the Sons of Rebellion whieh will 


plunge them w_ in a ert yer and pen 
mme 


lids is PIER a loft Day? 2 there cams 


| _ farts fu d irrevecable Don; 


„iel then, to uſe the Words of a a pious Prelate *, 
it ſhould be the main Care of our Lives wu 
« Deaths, what ſhall. give Us Peace and Accepta- 

c tion before the dreadful. Tribunal of GO. 
What but Righteouſneſs ? What Righteouſneſs 
00 or whoſe? Ours or CHRIST's? Ours, i in the 
« inherent, Graces wrought in Us, in the holy 
„ Works, wrought. by Us? Or CHRIS Z's, in 
his moſt perfect Obedience, and meritorious Sa- 

„ tisfaftion; wrought for Us, and applied to Us? 
6. The Popiſh Faction is for the former. We Pro- 
te teſtants are for the latter. G0 D is as direct 


eee can make Him; every 


«ww 


where blazoning the Defects of our own Righ+ 
< teouſneſs, everywhere extolling the perfect S. 
+.dience.of our .REDEEMER's.” . 

- Behold “ ſays the everlaſting KING, 1 — in 


Sony, fer d Feundation, u Stone ; 4 tried Stoney, a. pre» 
dung Gornereflene; 4 fure Foundations HE THAT, 


SHALE THe abe NOT MAKE. HASTE T. 
a5» of PE C 3 | As 
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As this Text contains ſo noble a Diſplay of our 
S AVIOURs conſummate Ability for his great 
Work; as it is admirably calculated, to preſerve 
the Mind from diſtreſſing Fears, and to ſettle it in 
a ſteady Tranquility; You will give me leave to 
touch it curſorily with my Pen. Juſt as I ſhould 
deſcant upon it in Converſation, was I now ſitting 
in one of your agreeable Arbors, and pps your 
more agreeable Company. 

How beautiful the Gradation ! How lively the 
Deſcription! and how very important the practical 
Improvement! Or I might ſay, the Inſcription which 
is engraven on this wonderful Stone, —Behold ! In- 
tended to rouſe and fix our moſt attentive Regard. 
The GOD of Heaven ſpeaks. He ſpeaks, and 
every Syllable is Balm; every Sentence is rich with 
Conſolation, If ever therefore We have Ears to 
hear, let it be to this SP * A 5 — 15 and on 1 this 
Occaſion. ; 

A Stone. Every Thing elſe is m ding Sand; 
yielding Air; is a breaking Bubble. Wealth vil 
prove a vain Shadow; Honour an empty Breath; 
Pleaſure a deluſory Dream; our own Righteouſneſs 
a Spider's Web. If on theſe We rely, Diſappoint- 
ment muſt enſue, and Shame be inevitable. No- 
thing but CHRIST, nothing but CHRIST, 
can ſtably ſupport our ſpiritual Intereſts, and re- 
alize our Expectations of true Happineſs: | "And, 
bleſſed be the divine Goodneſs !*: He i is, kor this 
Purpoſe, not a Stone only, an dee 05-46 
A tried Stone. Tried, in the Days of his 3 
nity, by all the — of Temptations, and all 


the Weight of Afflictions: yet, lixe Gold from the 


Parnace, rendered more mining and illuſtrious by 
3 e * 


1. 
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the fiery Scrutiny.— Tried, under the Capacity of 
a SAVIOUR, by Millions. and Millions of. de- 
prayed, wretched, ruined Creatures; who have al- 


ways found Him perfectly able, and as perfectly awill- 


ing, to expiate the moſt enormous Guilt- to deli- 
yer from the moſt inveterate Corruptions— and ſave, 
to the very uttermoſt, all that come unto GOD 
through Him. 

A Corner:/lone. Which As nite knit 
unites the Edifice: incorporating both Fews and 
Gentiles, Believers of various Languages, and ma- 
nifold Denominations—here, in one harmonious 
Bond. of. brotherly Love—hereafter, in one com- 
mon Participation of eternal Joy. ; 

A precious Stone. More precious than Rubies; 
the Pearl of great Price; and the Deſire of all Na- 


tions. Precious, with regard to the divine Dignity 


of his Perſon, and the unequaled Excellency of his 
mediatorial Offices. In theſe, and in all reſpects, 


greater than Fonah—wiſer than Salomon fairer than 


the Children of Men chiefeſt among ten thouſand 
and, to the awakened N or ee Be- 
liever, altogether lovely *. | 

A ſure. Foundation . Such as no F can 
ſhake : equal, more than equal to every Weight; 
even to Sin, the heavieſt Load in the W orld.—The 
Reck of Ages; ſuch as never has failed, never will 
fail, thoſe humble Penitents, who caſt their Burden 
* the LORD e ere n all 


| their | 


51 Wag Cant. v. 16. 

+ F ww fundatiff mum. 

t Rell-—This is the exact Senſe of ae ſacred Phraſe, 
mn N. da Pſal. xxii. 8. xxxvii. 5. Prov. xvi. 3. I am 
not ignorant, that ſome People have preſumed to cenſure, 

| Cc 3 and 
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their Gullt, and Ex all cheir Hopes, on this im- 
maweable Baſis. Or, as the Words may be ren- 
dered, -'Foutdation *il.: Fuundatien ! There is a 
fine Spirit of Vehemency in the Sentence, thus 
underſtood... It ſpeaks the Language of Exultation, 
and expreſſes an important Diſcovery. That which 
Mankind infinitely want; that which Multitudes 
ſeel, and are not able to find; it is here] it is here 


This, this is the Foundation for their eng their 


ce IR ure e 415 
8 b 23 


Sal have been 43 of uſing, this bold W en 
| Metaphor, Which nevertheleſs ap pears to me, the moſt 


ll, that could be uſed on the Occaſion. je» 
ABurden, that js manageable and comparatively light, 
We carry, We caft, We throw. But that which is ex- 
| - ar ponderous and quite unwieldy, We move only 
we te Accordingly, Stones of an enormous Size, 
7 by the Oriental Writers, Stones ef Rolling. Ut- 


the tel and Fe endl n 


| Vain Man would bi wißt. eee eee 
"Credit of his Ingenuity; men, correct the Lan- 
* Suage of Omniſeis ce.” [bi x 


1 [LESS |. Prejeula/ee | pen 27 | | K* Ty 
| Chir wit fre ann WO t his fine Taſte, but bis 
I Et Apprehenfion, and his ramp 
improve, 


uur Pride. Let Him 
with the Plaiſterer's Bruſh; the glowing Colours 
of che Rainbow. Let Him heighten, by Fuller's Soap, 
the Duſtre of the new fallen Snow. This will be a more 
weden Attempt, and a much eaſier Taſk," than to make 
an Index erpurgatonius, or a Table of n _ wy 
SPIRIT of of Inſpiration de, Trobe? 


* . TOW 


5 1 15 * 


Juſt, the mg ſigniſicant, and — the moſt truly 
beautifu ; 


5S1C 241 


43 #4 
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" Whojarviy belizuelh, enbugh preſſed with Adverſis 


ties; of ſurrbunded hy Dangersj hi not mak hub 
But; free fromm tumuſtuduband perplexing Thoughts 
preſerved fro raff aid precipitdreVStpsy Hs ſhall 
poſſeſd his!Sb5ut An Patience! - Knowing the Buffici- 
encyof thoſe Merits; and the Fidelity of that Grace, 
oh heck he has repbſed his Confidence ſhall quieth 
and witkbut Perturbation wait for an expeRted Kd. 
<A nd not only amidſt che perilous er diſaſirbüs 
Changes of Life, but eyen in tle Day of everlaſtivig 
Judgment, ſuch Perſons ſhall and with Boldneſß. 
OR look round, on all- the Solemnity of- his 
Appearante—leok forward, to the unalterable Sen- 
tence—apt"heittier feel Anxiety,” nor feat Dam- 


42 
— * Chas 3 0 * 
e . as all. 
A. g F 1 . ; FP - a 
uin ee 39 ,yblaiwng OR bas 20am er 
IS1C 2YOMNTONS *Hh 16 554i 3G GRE DTBAGHY allume 
13. ba, „ Ur 5% This metaphorigal 
4), ® Shall. not: make hafte, Un . I has, :metaphoriea 
-Exprefien, though: it mi iptelligibl 
Expreſſian, though it might be very intelligible to an He- 


Brem is to 4mEngh/h Reader, like ſome Ane Picture placed 
in a di/advantdgeous Light. en poſſibly illuſtrate 


the Propliet's: Meaning, and exemplify his, Affertion, if 
We — u& af. Maſes, with that of che. 


tarllies, on viewing the fatal Cataſtropbhe of Duc ban and 


Abiram.— When the Earth trembled under their Feet ; 
when the Ground openedl its horrid Jaws; when, the pre- 


fumptudus Sinners went down alive into the P it; When 


«(they tremendons Chaſm, etoſed, upon the | ſcreaming 
| Wretches ; the, Children of 1/rael, it is written, fled af the 


Cry e, them. Fed, in wild ànd hafty Confuſion; for they 


iifaid, EH the Earth frwnllow up Us alſa.—+But! Maſes, who 


1.denouncedithe.dreadfut Doom ; Meſat, ho was. dure of 


»theUwvine Protection ; Mics. made ng ſuch, precipitate or 
difotderlyiHafte, > Heiftood calm and compoles „ ſew he 


whole alarming Tranſaction, without. any ynealy Emo- 


Tons of Fear, or any unneceſſary Attempts to eſcape. 
So wat. %% Behaviour: ſeems) to he a clear and appoſite 


Comment on 1/aiah's Phraſe. See Numb. xvi- 
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Such, in that Day of Terrors, ſhall be ſeen 

; To face the Thunders wit a godlike Mein. | 
De Planets Aro; 3 their Thoughts are fix'd above: 
' The Center Sales; their Hearts diſdain to move. 


This Portion of Scripture, which, I hope, will 
both delight and edify my Friend, recals our Atten- 
tion to the Subject of my preſent Letter to thoſe 
propitiatory Sufferings, and that juſtifying Righte- 


ouſneſs, which, imputed to Sinners, are the Ground 


of their Comfort, and the Bulwark of their Secu- 


rity. We have heard Moſes and the Prophets. What 


ſay the Writers of the New Te ament © They, whoſe 


Underſtandings were opened by the WON 


e DERFUL' COUNSELLOR,” to diſcern 
the Meaning of the antient Oracles. Who muſt 
therefore be the moſt competent Judges of their 
true Import, aifd our ſureſt Guides in ſettling their 
Senſe.—Do they patronize our Interpretation of the 
eg Do 35 ſet. their Seal to the Authen- 


EF 


| St. Lale, i in bi ecke l Hiſtory; h has eee 
this weighty Declaration of the Apoſtles; Me believe, 
that, through the Grace of our LORD * SUS 
CHRIST, We ſhall be ſaved, even as they *. Here 
the Thing i is implied. St. Peter, in the o- 


tion to one of his Theological Epiſtles, thus ad- 
dreſſes his happy Correſpondents: To them that have 
en the ehe F. Wh in the 1 7 


Y F, 
> 4 


e bid: of 1 l. | 
| "ho 2 "Pot W The Phraſe is r ” > Nader, which 
malt naturally ſignifies Faith i in the Righteouſneſs ; ex- 


preſſing 
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eur GOD and SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST. 
Here the Point is expreſly aſſerted.— With equal 
Clearneſs is the Doctrine delivered by /atithew the _ - 


Erangelit; Seek ye ft the Kingdor of GOD. and 
bis Righteouſneſs *. What can the Kingdom of 


GOD mean? An Experience of the Power, and 
an Enjoyment of the Privileges of the Goſpel. 
What are we to underſtand by his Righteouſneſs 2 
Surely, the Righteouſneſs which is worthy of this 
grand Appellation, and peculiar to that bleſſed 
Inſtitution. . 5 
Would We learn, What is the great and diſtin- 
guiſhing Peculiarity of the Goſpel? St. Paul informs 
Us; Therein the Righteouſneſs of GOD is revealed, 
from Faith to Faith. As this Text leads Us into the 
Epiſtle to the Romans—as this Epiſtle is, both for 
the Propriety of its Method, and for the Importance 


of its Doctrine, ſingularly excellent—it may not 


be amiſs, to examine its Structure, and enquire in- 
to its Deſign. ; 1 
The Apoſtle writes to a promiſcuous People: 
who had been converted, partly from Judaiſm, 
partly from Gentiliſin. ' His Aim is, to ſtrike at the 
very Root of their former Errors reſpectively to 
preſfing the OZje#, on which the Faith of Chriſtians is 
fixed, If We xetain the common "Tranſlation, it proves 
another very mqmentous Truth: that the Righteou/ne/5 of” 
eur GOD, even of our SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST, 
is the one meritorious Procuring Cauſe of all ſpiritual Bleſ- 
ſings; of Faith, as well as of Fruition; of Grace, as 
well as of Glory. — I ſay r GOD; fo FESUS 
CHRIST is ſtyled in the Original - in the third Verſe, 


bis Power is called divine; and I wonder, how the Tran(. 


lators were induced, to tranſpoſe that important Pronoun, 
T N N 


9 Matt. vi. 33. 


e sran iB u Trench, Let. 5. 


in” chem unh ti the Yaperabiindime: Grace: 6f 
GOD}! ant:eftablifty them folly on the ulla ſuffi- 
Feient'MeNts of CAREST: X bas 2180 
4. The Gentilis were, fort the moſt part, 1groſhy ig. 
norane of GOD) land ſtupidly negligent af inviſible 
Intereſts. If Any among them had any Regard to 
the DE¹ NVS their Virtues, they imagined; Were 
meritoribus of all that the D ELT-Y--gould: heſtow. 
I chey vommitted Sin; Sin, they; ſuppôſsdb might 
Lug be erpiated: by Sacrifices. . A few of their 
judicidus Sages taught, that the moſt ppobable 
Means of 1 ua Vas n ſincere Refor- 
. of Life. 1 11 ra 186718 5 304 oF. 
The Jrius, as it in placed a migkty 
\{Depeaderieeion: their Affinity to Alrabam, and the 
Sis e "_— their Aidan; 57 ene. 
5 i > herence 
jo 8 Wen 11 e Letten \Cap. vii. A 
choice little Piece of polemeca! Divinity, Tema the very 
beſt that is extant. In which the moſt imp paltgit Con- 
troverſies are fairly ſtated, accurately diſruſſed, and ju- 
diciouſſy determined; with a Perf cutty of: Senſe and 


2 Solidity of Reaſoning exceeded hy; ©1224 


remarkab ur, of, the Sentim ny 
| 0 2255 e Kruft, 0 b by Kathe Hund is 
Beds of Diintty © in its Metbock 10 n 


- KvDp&nes ſo trul 6] Orabgeticaband wha at 38 dt very 
-\ſital wich dur Hſtematic Writers) in Gate ou - 


and ele ny its Manger fo 5 7 
e Pre I would ve entu re to recommend 
975 Sn gs Divdey's: P wotld not fcfi 


5 Al AR ephration upon ther Merits of; this; Pet 4 


-arices u Oenngt hut lament it, ; he of my, 


Tolle hat I was 0 fooner acquainted 1 this mol ex- 
1 e Ane uthor.— All whoſe Works, have ſuch a Delicacy 


5 of Compoſition, aid Tuck'#Tweet Savour of Holineſs, 
"ze OT PA Wok Ht "Compariſon more proper to repre- 
N Mp cue Character; —— golibn Pot auhieb had 
anna; and was = outwardly; bright with burniſhed 
"Gold—inwardly, rich with heavenly F ood. 


by ate: the — 2 the he flowing | 
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Let. 3. AspaSt0 10 THzRON. -411 
Herence to the Letter of the moral Law, and their 
ſerypiilous Performance of ceremonial Inſtitutiuns. 
—Gentiles and Jews agreeing in this Miſtake,. that 
they locked for the Pardon of Guilt, and the At- 
tainment of Happineſs, from ſome Seiden done, 
or ſome Qualities acquired by Themſelve. 
Againſt theſe Errors the zealous Apoſtle draws 
| bis Ben. He enters the Lifts like a true Champion 
ef CHRIST, in the moſt ſpirited and heroic Man- 
ner imaginable. I am not aſbamed ef the. Goſpel of 
CHRIST. for, however it may be deemed Fooliſh- 
neſs by the polite Greeks, or prove a Stumbling-block 
to the carnal Fews, it is the Power of GOD: unto 
* Salvation: it is the grand Inftrument, which he has 
ordained for this bleſſed Purpoſe, and which he will 
certainly crown with the deſired Succeſs. —Whence 
| Has the Goſpel this very peculiar Power ? Becauſe, 
therein 4 Ri ghrepufhieſs i ts revealed; not demanded of 
y impotent ent Sinners, bat revealed and made read . A : 
18 — 


their 35 Acceptance. A true and perfect 

teouſneſs; which obliterates all Guilt, and- fur- | 
niſhes a ſolid Title to eternal Life. What Righte- 
ouſneſs is this? The Righteouſneſs, not of Sin- 
| Fn Ld Perfection; not of Man, but of. GOD, 
Which was promiſed by GOD in the Scriptures; 
was introduced by GOD in the Perſon of his 
Ot 80 N and, on Account of its conſummate Excel- 

lencys is both acceptable and available i in his Si cht. 


5 is From — — —— +-held 


byen promiſing GOD, and ap- 
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prehended by ajbelieving Soul. Who, firſt, gives 


a.firm A¶ gent to the Goſpel; then, cordially accepts 
its Bleſiings.. From a Conviction that the Doctrine 
is true, paſſes to a Perſuaſion that the Privileges are 
his on. When this is effected, a Foundation is 
laid for all Happineſs; a Principle 1s s wrought, to 
produce all Holineſs. ; 

But why was it requiſite, that much a Righteouſ- 
neſs ſhould be provided by GOD, and revealed in 


the Goſpel! —Becauſe not Gentile, nor Few, either 


poſſeſſed, or could attain, any Righteouſneſs of their 
own: and this Righteouſneſs, though ſo abſolutely 


| neceſlary for their fallen State, was infinitely remote 


from all human Apprehenſions. The latter Aſſer- 
tion is ſelf evident. The former is particularly de- 
monſtrated.—FEirſt, with regard to the Gentiles. The 
Generality of whom, were abandoned to the moſt 


ſcandalous. Exceſſes of Vice; and they who had eſ- 


caped the groſſer Polkutions, fell ſhort in the Du- 
ties of natural. Religion —Next, with RY: to the 


2-22 Terk g ted Freut. 


eb of GOD 5 Faith, is . to Faith. The 
Propoſal i is truly ee ; the Clauſe, thus tranſpoſed, 
is very perſpicuous; ; and the Doctrine, contained in it, 
highly important. As a farther Recommendation of the 


Criticiſm, We may obſerve ; That Jawoum en wir; is, 


with the Apoſtle, a cuſtomary and a favourite Way of 
expreſſing Himſelf, - The only Difficulty lies in the 


Trauſpoſition, which this Interpretation requires. Whether 

this may be admitted, I refer to the judicious Reader.— 
However He. ſhall determine, it is, IJ think, from this 

Text undeniably certain; That Faith is not our juſtify- 


ing Rightepuſneſs, but only receptive. of it. That there 


is juſt the ſame Difference between them, as between a 


coſtly Gift and the empty Hand; or between the Spring 
revealed to Hagar, and Hagar's Act of taking the Water, 
for the Refreſhment of Herſelf and her Son. See Gen. 
xxl, 19. 


3ͤöͤ»Q! 


lows, That before Men this is practica 
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Jews. Many of whom. lived in open Violation of 
the external Commandment ; ; and not One of them 
acted up to the internal Purity, required by the 
Moſaic Precepts.—P rom which Premiſes, this Con- 
cluſion is deduced ; that each of them had tranſ- 
greſſed even their own Rule of Action; that all of 
them were, on this Account, utterly inexcuſable; 
therefore by the Works of the Law, whether dictated 
by Reaſon, or delivered by Moſes, No Mortal i is 7 
tified * in the Sight of GOD. 


Leſt any ſhould imagine, that Righicouſabl may 


be obtained, if not by a Conformity to the Law of 


Nature, or the Law of Moſes, yet by an evangelical 
Obedience, He farther declares; That Sinners are 
juſtified freely, without any Regard to their own 
Endowments, of what Kind ſoever; through the 


Redemption, the complete Redemption of FE SUS. 


CHRIST +. After ſuch a Manner, as may lay 


them low in Humiliation, even while it exalts them : 
to the Kingdom of Heaven. After ſuch a Manner, 
a8 may bring Life and Salvation to their Souls, 


while it ſtrips them of all Pretence to Glorying; 
and confizns the whole Honour to GOD the F A- 
THER, and his SON JESUS CHR IST. 


* Kon. iii. 20. There bes to be” a Kind of r 
bung or degrading Turn in the Apoſtle's Language mace 


(ass, which may poſſibly be preſerved, in the Tranfla- 


tion, Ne Mortal. We may farther obſerve. the FOR, nice 
and exact Manner of the ſacred Argumentation. Leſt it 
ſhould be ſaid, and from the Authority of St. James, A 
Man is jiftified by Works ; our eee, Writer tacitly al- 

le, before Men this 


+ Rom. i iii. 24. 
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Upon the WW Tas: b. how, jonny a Poſitions, o df 
the laſt .Importaz nee Salvation is by Righte 
Righteouſneſs. is by Faith Oni by Faith, — 
tg the Jeu, or to the Gentile. All. theſe Particu- 
lars are confirmed by that ſingle Sentence, quoted 
from the Prophet; The Juſt, the truly righteousg 
Hall live, ſhall: inherit ih c Life; not by his: 
own. Works, bit zy Faith.in the Obedience. af 
SAVIOUR... 533-6 0355 3449 „10 J 

In the: Proſecution of this very. manetben;bab+ 
je, our ſacred Diſputant removes an Ob jection, 
which. is as common, as it is plauſible. Da 
make void the Law through Faith? Do We render it 
a vain Inſtitution; ſuch as never has been, never will 
be fulfilled ?=GOD forbid! This were a flagrant 
Diſhonour to the Divine LEGISLAT OR and 
his holy Commandments. What We would ut- 
terly abhor, rather than countenance in any De- 
gree.—On the contrary, We eftabliſh the Law *;. 
not only as We receive it for a Rule of Life, but 
as We expect no Salvation without a proper, with-. 
out a perfect Conformity to its Injunctions.— How 
can this be effected? By qualifying its Senſe, and 
ſoſtening it into an eaſier Syſtem? This were to 
vacate the Law; to deprive it of its Honour, and 
its End. Its: Honour z which is the moſt refined 
Spirituality, and ſublime Perfection: itt End; 
which is to convince of Sin, and malte Way for # 1 
SAVIOUR.-We eſtabliſh the Law by an in- 
comparabliy better Expedient; by believing in that 
W nl n r ns 2 its every 
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. * ili. 31. An inconteſable Proof, that the Apoſ- 
tle terats of the moral. Law. v. 
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Precept; ſuſtained its whole Penalty; and ſatisfied 
all its Requirements,- in their utmoſt Latitude: 
Partkher to Lorròborate his Scheme, He proves it 
fromthe renowned Examples df Abraham and Do- 
vid. The Inftancte of Arabam is ſo clear, that it 
wants no Comment Any Paraphraſe would rather 
obſcure; than illuſtrate ĩt. The other, derived from 
the Teſtimony of the Pfalmi N, may admit the Com- 
mentator's Fool. Vet not to hammer it into à new 
Form, but only to clear away the Rubbiſh;- to reſcue 
it from Mifrepreſentation; and place it in a true 
Light. Even as Duvid deſcribeth the Bleſſeaneſt of the 
Man, ic whom GOD imputeth Righteouſneſs without 
Works; ſaying; Bleſſed are They, whoſe Unrighteouſ- | 
neſs'as forgiven,” and whoſe Sins are covered: Bleſſed is 
the Man, o whom the LORD will not impute Sin *. 
—Here is Imputation aſſerted The Imputation of 
Righteouſneſs — Of Righteouſneſs without Works 
without any Reſpect to, or any Co-operation from, 
any Kind of human Works. It is a Bleſſing vouch- 
ſafed to the Ungodly; not founded on a Freedom 
from Sin, but procuring a Remiſſion of its Guilt. 
Some, -E know, have attempted to reſolve all the 
Foree of this Paſſage, into an Argument for the 
Lameneſ of Pardon and juſtifying Righteouſneſs. 
Whereas, the Apoſtle undertakes to prove, not 
that Pardon and juſtifying Righteouſneſs are iden- 
tically the ſame; but that Juſtification, in all its 
Branches, and in its full Extent, is abſolutely res. 
T9: maintain Which: Poſition, He argues“ This 
% Doctrinę is as as true, as it is comfortable. It 
agrees with the Experience, adi has receited the: 
4 e Atteeſtation of David. When he ſpeaks of the 
4 
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cc bleſſed and happy Man, He deſcribes Him, not 


“ as One that has been innocent, but guilty : not 


cc as having any Claim to the divine Favour, on 


& account of deſerving Performances, or recom- 
«© mending Properties; but as owing all his Ac- 
ceptance to that ſovereign Grace, which forgives 
c Juiguities, and blots out Sin. Such is the Caſe 


cc vvith regard to that'evangelical Juſtification, which 


&« We preach. ven as; it is, in the Manner of its 
<.. Vouchſafement, perfectly ſimilar to the Bleſſedneſs 
ce celebrated by the Pſalmiſt. — The Apoſtle's Eye, 
is not ſo directly upon the Nature of the Privilege, 
as upon the Freeneſs with which it is granted. Nor 
can Any infer from the Tenour of his Reaſoning, 
that to be forgiven, is the ſame as to be made Righ- 
teous; only that both are Acts of infinitely rich 
Merey ; deſigned for Sinners; promiſed to Sinners; 
beſtowed on Sinners. Who have nothing, nothing 
of their on, either to boaſt, or to plead, or ſo 
much as to pretend. 

In the fifth Chapter, from Verſe the © eval to as 
Kal, the ſacred Penman points out the Cauſe, and 
explains the Method of Juſtification, of which this 
is the Sum That CHRIST, in purſuance of the 
Covenant of Grace, fulfilled all Righteouſneſs in the 
Stead of his People That this Righteouſneſs, being 
| performed for them, 1s imputed to them—T hat, by 
virtue of this gracious Imputation, they are abſolved 


from Guilt, and intitled to Bliſs z as thoroughly ab- 
ſolved; and as fully intitled, as if in their own Per- 


ſons they had undergone the expiatory Suffering, 
and yielded the meritorious Obedience, —Leſt it 
ſnould ſeem range,” in the Opinion of a Fer or 2 
Gentile, to hear of being . of he Rightcouſ- 
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neſs of Another, the wary Apoſtle urges a parallel 


Caſe; recorded in the Fewh Revelation, but ra- 
tified by univerſal * Experience; namely, Our be- 
ing condemned for the Unrighteouſneſs of Ano- 
ther.—In this Reſpect,. He obſerves, Adam was, a 


Type of our LORD; or, 4 Figure of HIM that 


was to come +. The Relations the ſame, but the 
Effects happily reverſed. Adam the Head of his 
Poſterity; CHRIST the Head of his People. 
Adam's Sin was imputed to all his natural Deſcen- 


dants; CHRIS T's Righteouſneſs is imputed to 


all his ſpiritual Offspring. Adam's Tranſgreſſion 
brought Death into the World, and all our Woe; 
CHRIS T's Obedience brings Life and all our 
Happineſs 1. — The Whole cloſes with this very 
obvious and no leſs weighty Inference; Therefore, 


.as by the Offence of One, fuugment came upon all 


Men to Condemnation ; even ſo, by the Righteouſneſs 
of One, the free Gift came upon all Men unto Fuſtifica- 


tion of Life ||. 


I do not recollect any other Similitude, which the 


Apoſtle ſo minutely ſifts, and ſo copiouſly unfolds. 
T7 TP © ron Sant > of 99 EA 1215 tie 


ha By the Pains and Death which Infants, in every Na- 
tion, endure. Which are unqueſtionably Puniſhments, 
and to which they are doomed by the righteous Judg- 


oy 


ment of GOD. | 
3 „ 3 
t Puemadmodum Peccatum Adami, ſays BEN GELIUs, 
fine Peccatis guæ poſtea commiſimus, Mortem attulis nobis; fic 
Juſtitia CHRISTI, fine bonis Operibus, quæ deinceps a 
nobis fiunt, Vitam nobis conciliat. That is; As the Sin of 
Adam, viithout any Concurrence of the Sins, which We 


. Ourſelves reſpectively commit, occaſioned our Ruin; ſo 
the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, abſtracted from all 
Conſideration of our perſonal Obedience, procures our 


Recovery. 1 1 
om. v. 18. 
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He explains it; He applies it; He reſumes it; He 

dwells upon it; and ſcarcely knows how to deſiſt 

ſrom it. I am ſure, you will not blame me, if I 

imitate the ſacred Author; if I revert to the Sub- 

ject; and quote another Paſſage, from the ſame 

Paragraph. Much more ſhall They, who receive Abun- 

dance of Grace and of the Gift of Righteouſneſs, reign 
m Life by One, FESUS CHRIST®.. 

I was once inclined to think, that the inſpired 
Writer ſpecifies, in this Place (what I apprehended 
to be the two grand Bleſſings, procured' by I M- 
MANUEL) Remiſſion of Sins, and Imputation of 
Righteouſneſs. But this Notion, though not with- 


out its Patrons +, now appears incorrect and ground- 
leſs. The Imputation of CHRIST's Righteouſ- 


neſs is, not a Part, but the Cauſe—the whole en- 
tire Cauſe of our Pardon, our Peace, our complete 
Juſtification. And this Righteouſneſs, the Apoſtle 
declares, is of Grace. It is made ours, not on Ac- 
count of any Deeds or Duties, which We perform; 
but from the Abundance of Grace, which G OD 
diſpenſes.—It is called a Gift f. Every Gift im- 
plies ſomething, not originaily our own, but ano- 
ther's. This Gift muſt ſignify, not what We Qur- 
| eee 53 ſelves 
abs: Phat © bh + . 
1 The great Dr. Goopwin ſeems to patronize it— 
when He ſays, Over and above the Man's Abſolution, 
© there is ſome other Thing to be added, viz. The Im: 
© *© putation of Righteouſneſs” - when He ſays again, 
„Though Pardon and the conſequent Imputation of 
_ *« Righteouſneſs are never to be ſeparated.” Vol. III. 
pag. 540.—Whereas I ſhould rather ſay, That Pardon of 
Sin and Acceptance to Life, can never be ſeparated from 
our REDEEMER's Righteouſneſs. Which is, not 
the Conſeguent of any, but the Cauſe and Origin of all 
piritual Bleſſings. CY 
þ. Awpov e541 αν ooungey, Chry ſoſt. 
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ſelves have acquired, but what was fulfilled by our 


SURETY; and is, by an Act of heavenly In- 


dulgence, conſigned over to our Enjoyment.—Ac- 


cordingly, they who are intereſted in this Bleſſing, 
are ſtyled, not IVarkers, but Receivers; not Pur- 
chaſers, but Heirs, of the Righteouſneſs which is 
by Faith. 

See the diſtinguiſhed Pre-eminence and Richneſs 
of the Goſpel ! Philoſophy propoſed many refined 
Precepts of Righteouſneſs, but could not beſtow a 
Righteouſneſs upon any Perſon. The Law of 
GOD itſelf, though the perfect Rule of all Righ- 
teouſneſs, is weak through the F leſh, and cannot 


make the Comers thereunto righteous. Whereas, 


by the Goſpel, We are not only taught the true juſ- 
tifying Righteouſneſs, but it is given to Us, and put 
upon Us.—Nay ; We have it in Abundance; in its 
moſt conſummate Form, and higheſt Perfection. 
So that neither Man ſhall be able to wiſh, nor can 
GOD himſelf require, a greater or a better.— 
This is a wonderful Saying, but it will appear true, 
if We conſider another Clauſe from this incom- 
parable Chapter. Suffer me, therefore, to bring 
forth another Jewel, from this rich T reafury of the 
Goſpel. And the rather, as the Jewel, which I 
am going to produce, was the firſt that beamed 
Light and Luftre upon my own Mind. Was the 
firſt happy Occafion of guiding my Feet into the 
Way of Truth. As by the Diſobedience of One Man, 
many were made Sinners, ſo by the Obedience of One, 
ſpall many be made Righteous *, — The Diſobedience of 
One, is the Diſobedience of Adam; his actual Tranſ- 
greſſion of the divine Law. Hereby, Many were 

D d 2 | made, 


* Rom. v. 19. 
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made Sinners, even before they had done any evil 
Work. Sinners, in ſuch a Senſe, as to become 
obnoxious unto Condemnation, and juſtly liable 
to Death.—All this, I think, is, from the Apoſ- 
tle's own Words, indiſputable. If We would pre- 
ſerve the Propriety of his Antitheſis, or the Force 
of his Reaſoning, We muſt allow; That the Obe- 
atence of One, is the Obedience of CHRIST; his 
actual and complete Performance of the whole Law. 
Hereby, Many are made Righteous, even before they 
have done any good Work. Righteous, in ſuch a 


Senſe, as to be ſecure from all Condemnation ; | 


and, on Principles of Juſtice, entitled to Lite eter- 
nal.—How clear and caſy is this Meaning! How 
regular and exact this Argumentation ! What Sub- 


_ tilty of Evaſion muſt be uſed, before You can give 


a different Turn to the inſtructive Text 
This is the moſt conſiſtent Senſe, in which I can 


' underſtand Rom. viii. 5. That the Righteouſneſs of the 


Law might be fulfilled in Us, who walk not after the 
Fleſh, but after the SPIRIT. That the Righte- 
ouſneſs, required by the holy but broken Law, 
might be thoroughly accompliſhed. Accompliſhed 


in our Nature, and by our REPRESEN TA- 


TIVE. So as to be deemed, in point of legal 
Eſtimation, fulfilled for Us and by Us x. This, I 
PEER i „lay, 

t is remarked by a judicious Critic, and very evan 
gelical, therefore very valuable Expoſitor, that the Pre- 


poſition ., ſometimes ſignifies by or for; and is ſo tranſ- 


lated, Matt. v. 34. Heb. i. 1. See Dr. Gv1se's Expo- 
ſition of the New. Teſfament.—It is declared by the Hel- 


_ wetian Church, expounding this Paſlage, and making 


her public Confeſſion; That CHRIST is the Per- 


e fecter of the Law, and our Fulfilling of it. Who, as 


* He took away the Curſe of the Law, when He was 
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ſay, is moſt conſiſtent with the Tenour of St. Paul's 
_ Arguing, and with the Import of his Language. — 
With the Tenour of his Arguing : for, He undertakes 
to demonſtrate the Impoſſibility of our Juſtification, 
by any perſonal Conformity to the Law. Whereas, 
if We could ſatisfy its Penalty, and obey its Pre- 
cepts; or, in other Words, fulfil its Righteouſneſs ; 
this Impoſſibility would ceaſe.—Mith the Import f 
his Language for, the original Phraſe denotes, not 

a ſincere, but a complete Obedience; not what We 
are enabled to perform, but what the Law has a 
Right * to demand. Which, every One muſt ac- 
knowledge, is not fulfilled in any mere Man, ſince 
the Fall; but was fulfilled by FESUS CHRIST, 
for our Good, and in our Stead. — This Interpreta- 
tion preſerves the Sentences diſtin, and makes a 
very natural Introduction for the following Clauſe ; 
where the Perſons intereſted in this Privilege, are 
deſcribed by their Ftuits, who walk not after the 


Fleſh, but after the SPIRIT. Implying, that Juſ- 


tification and Sanctification are, like the ever- con- 
reſponding Motion of our Eyes, inſeparable Con- 
comitants; and We vainly-pretend to the former, 
if We continue deſtitute of the latter. 


Dd. ; WE 


« made a Curſe for Us; ſo doth He communicate to Us, 
* by Faith, his Fulklling thereof.“ = 15 

* It may be worth our while to obſerve, that St. Paul, 
when treating on this Subject, uſes three ſeveral Words; 
each diſtin, though all derived from the Original. 
 —&awaivoi;, which expreſſes Fuftifica!ion ; the accounting 

or declaring a Perſon righteous. <Amarovn, Which ne- 
ver ſignifies Juſtification, but Righteouſneſs ; either per- 
formed by Us, or imputed to Us.—Amawz, the Phraſe 
which occurs in this Place, and denotes the Right or De- 
mand of the Law; as that, - whoſe Accompliſhment is in- 
diſpenſibly neceſſary, in order to the Juſtification of Man. 


— CC o = 


a —— — 


_—_ AspAs 10 % THERON, Let. 5. 


We have produced poſitive Proofs of our Doc- 
trine. We have heard an Apoſtle declaring the aſ- 
ſured Happineſs, and complete Juſtification of true 
Believers. Let Us now obſerve the ſame ſagacious 
Judge of Men and Things, diſcovering the Dan- 


ger of thoſe Self-juſticiaries, who My che R E- 


DEEMER's Righteouſneſs. 

He is filled with the darkeſt 1 con- 
cerning his Brethren the Fews. He is impreſſed with 
melancholyPreſages, relating to their eternal State“. 
—W hat was the Cauſe of this tender Solicitude! 


Had they caſt off all Religion, and given themſelves 


over to groſs Immoralities ? On the contrary, they 
were Worſhippers of the true GOD; and had, in 


their Way, not only'a Regard, but a Zeal for his 


Honour . Wherefore then does this compaſſionate 
Father in [/ael feel the ſame trembling Uneaſineſs 
for his Kinſmen according to the Fleſh, as Eli felt 
for the endangered Ark? Himſelf aſſigns the Rea- 
ſon. Becauſe, they being ignorant of G O D's Righ- 
zeruſneſs, and going about to eflabliſh their oon Rigb- 
teouſneſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves to the Righte- 
ouſneſs of GOD g. Not knowing that immaculate 
Holineſs, which the perfect Nature, and equally 


perfect Law of the moſt High G OD, require 


being wilfully ignorant of that conſummate Obe- 


dience, which an incarnate GOD vouchſafed to 


perform,. for the Juſtification of them, who are 


without Strength—they eſtabliſhed, or rather they 


went about; they ſedulouſly but fooliſhly endea- 
voured, to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs; to 


make it, ſcanty and decrepit as, It was, the Baſis 0 
| al 


* Rom. ix. 2. Rom. x. 2. Þ Rom. x. 3. 


Con 


* 


Let. 3. AsrAs10 7 ThERo' TVC. 423 


all their Hopes. Thus were they reſtin g their ever- 
laſting ALL on a Bottom, not precarious only, 
but irreparably ruinous. A boundleſs Eternity the 
Fabric | Yet they built (wonder O Heavens!) on 
the Foam of the Waters! And (which added Stub- 
bornneſs to their Folly) in avowed Contempt of 
the Righteouſneſs which is by Faith; that ſtrong and 
ſure Foundation, laid by G O D's own almighty 
Hand in $:9%.—For this, the good Apoſtle was af- 
flicted, with great Heavineſs, and continual Sor- 
c row.” For this, He made the Prophet's pathe- 
tic Complaint his own; Oh! that my Head were 
Waters, and my Eyes a Fountain of Tears, that 1 
might bewail, Day and Night *, the. incorrigible 
Perverſeneſs of my People! For my People have com- 
mitted tibos Evils: in not thankfully ſubmitting to 
the Righteouſneſs of GOD, they have forſaken the 
Fountain of living Waters: in attempting to eſta- 
bliſh their own Righteouſneſs, they have hewed them- 
ſelves out Cifterns, broken Ciſterns, that can held no 
Water +. . | : 8 
| Having ſhewed their fatal Error, He ſtrengthens 
his Reprefentation, by diſplaying the happy Suc- 
ceſs of the Gentiles hat ſhall Me ſay then? This, 
however improbable it may ſeem, We confidently 
affirm, That the Gentiles, who followed not after. Righ- 
teouſneſs; who had no Knowledge of it, and no 
Concern about it; even they have attained to Righ- 
teouſneſs 4. Strange Aﬀertion ! How is 3 bu 
| ible! 


Jer. ix. . 4 Jer. ii. 1 
| Surely, this muſt ſignify more, than ** attaining to 
the Profaſſion of a Religion, whereby they may be juſ- 
* tified and ſaved.” To this Multitudes attain, who 
continue, as the Prophet ſpeaks, fout-hearted, and far 
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fible! To be ſure, the. Righteouſneſs which they 
attained, could not reſult from any Thing perſonal ; 

could not conſiſt in moral Virtues or religious Du- 
ties, Inſtead of practiſing moral Virtues, or per- 
forming religious Duties, they lay immerſed in Sen- 
ſuality, and were abandoned to Idolatry. It muſt 
therefore be the evangelical, the imputed Righte- 


ouſneſs; even that which was wrought by GHRIST, 
and is received by Faith *. 


Ijfrael, in the mean time, hin; . Iſrael, hs 
with great Pretenſions to Sanctity, and many coſtly 


Oblations, followed after the Law of * 
hath not attained to the Law of Righteouſneſs. + 
tained! They have done nothing leſs. * 
fallen vaſtly ſnort of it; they are pronounced guilty 
by it; they ſtand condemned before it J. here- 


ER yore 

ou Righteouſneſs. Who Sine no Sent Benefit from their 
Profeſſion; but are rendered utterly inexcuſable, and 
liable to more aggravated Condemnation. 

* Surely, the Righteouſne/s which is by- Faith, cannot 
conſiſt in humbly committing the Soul to CHRIST, 
in the Way that he hath appointed,” According to 
this Notion, the juſtifying Righteouſneſs would ſpring 
from Ourſelves; would be conſtituted by an Act of our 
own, and not by the perfect Obedience of our LORD. 

I am ſorry to ſee this, and the preceding Interpreta- 
tion, in the Works of an Expofitor, whoſe Learning I ad. 
mire, whoſe Piety I reverence, and whoſe Memory 1 
Honour.” Yet I muſt ſay, on this Occaſion, with one of 
the antient Philoſophers ; Ami cus Plato, amicus Socrates, 
fed magis amica Veritas. 

'+ This, I apprehend, is &k Purport of the Apoſtle "TH 
Speech, when He tells Us, that his Countrymen had not 
attained uno the Law of Righteouſurſs, He uſes the Figure 
ung, and means more than He expreſſes. He means, 
what St. Chry/oftem has, in his Expoſition, ſupplied; 
TIzpio%5 JAR Voja0), A. umedEuo; ve Ty f. He expreſſes 
Himſelf ſomewhat like the dramatic Poet, who ſays of 
certain literary Pre: endors; > . 
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fore did they ſo groſly miſtake, and fo grievouſſy 
miſcarry? Eſpecially, as they were both ſincere 


and aſſiduous in their Purſuit. Becauſe, they for- 
ſook the good old Way, in which Abraham, Da- 
vid, and their pious Anceſtors walked. - They 
adopted a new Scheme; and muſt needs ſubſtitute 
their own, inſtead of relying on a SAVIOUR's 
Righteouſneſs. They ſought for Juſtification, not by 
Faith, but as it were by the Works of the Law *. 
A Method, which their Fathers knew not; which 


their GOD ordained not; and which proved, as 
it always will prove, not only abortive, but de- 


ſtructive.— At this Stone they ſtumbled. On this 
Rock they ſplit. Let their Ruin be a JYay-mark, 
and the Apoſtle's Obſervation a Light-bouſe, to 
my Theron. 

Our zealous Writer tries every Expedient. He 
mingles' Hope with Terror. Having pointed out 
the Rock, on which the Iſraelites ſuffered Shipwreck ; 
He directs Us to the Haven, in which Sinners may 
caſt Anchor, and find Safety. He gives Us a fine 
deſcriptive View of the Chriſtian's complete Happi- 
neſs. He opens (if I may continue the Metaphor) 


a free and ample Port for periſhing Souls. Not 


formed by a Neck of Land, or a Ridge of Moun- 
tains, but by a magnificent Chain of ſpiritual 
Blethngs. All proceeding from, all terminating 
in, 
Dui ſe primos effs rerum omnium exiflimant 

Nec tamen ſunt. 
That is, „hey are quite the rewerſe.— Or like the Proplizt 


in the Cloſe of this Chapter, who aſſures the Believers 
in FESUS, They ſhall not be aſhamed; that is, they ſhall 


encouraged, emboldened, and obtain Honour, and 


" — and Immortality. E: 
* Rom. 1x. 305 315 72 
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dam, to enlighten our ignorant Minds. 


Let. 5. 
in, that precious Corner-ſtone JESUS CHRIST. 
Who of GOD is made unto Us Wiſdom, and Righ- 
 Feateſneſs, and Sandtification, and Redemption . Wi. 
, Rig hteouſ- 
neſs +, to juſtify our guilty Perſons. Sanctifca- 
tion 1, to renew our depraved Natures. Redemp- 
tian, to reſcue. Us from all Evil; and render Us, 


both in Body and Soul, perfectly and eternally 


happy. Let it be remarked, how carefully our in- 
ſpired Writer ſets aſide all Suficiency; as well as all 

Merit in Man. He repreſents the whole of our Sal- 
vation, both in its Procurement and Application, as 
a Work of freeſt Grace. CHRIST is, and not 
We Ourſelves, the Author of this glorious Reſto- 
ration, the Cauſe of this great Felicity. He is made 
all this unto Us—How ? Not by our own Reſolu- 
tion and Strength; but F GOD, by the Agency 
of his mighty Power, and bleſſed SPIRIT. He 
ſhews Us the all- ſufficient Fulneſs of CHRIST. 


H brings Us with ardent Longings to CARI 


® 2 Cor. 4 40. 


ST. 
He 


If Righteouſneſs and Sanctification; the former imputed, 
the latter inberent. This preſerves a Diſfinction between 
the noble Articles, and aſſigns to each a grand Share in 
the Oeconomy of Salvation.—To ſay, that if one of the 

is communicated by way of Imputation, the 

ſhould be communicated in the ſame Manner, ſeems 

to be eawvilling, rather than arguing. Becauſe, the Subjects 

are of a different Nature; and therefore muſt be diſpenſed 
in a different Way.— The Cocoa Tree is, to the American, 

Food and Clothing, a Habitation and domeſtic Utenſils. 

But muſt We ſuppoſe it, adminiſtering to all theſe Uſes, 
in one and the ame unvaried Method ? Becauſe, in one 
Reſpect it is eaten, in another it is wore, muſt it be thus 
applied in all? I am apt to think, the illiterate Savage, 
be taught the Ab- 


who enjoys the ſeveral Gifts, need not 
fardity of ſuch a Suppofition. 


Salvation, which the SON Of GOD has procured | ö 


Blood, and cleanſed from all the Filthineſs of your 


Scheme, and never obtain its proper Accompliſh- 
ment. If the latter, then it receives all due Obe- 


_ fore, CARIST is the End of the Law.—And 


Let. 5. AsPpasio0 to TRERON. 427 i 
He implants Us into CHRIST, and makes Us | | 
Partakers of his Merits. I 

In the Proceſs of the ſame Epiſtle, the ward thin 14 
man enumerates the conſtituent Parts of that great i 


for ruined Sinners. But Ye are waſhed, but ye are 1 
ſanctied, but ye are juſtified, in the Name of the | Ih 
LORD JESUS, and by the SPIRIT of our IN! 
GOD *. Ye are woſhed; waſhed in redeeming 1 


Iniquities. Ye are ſan#ified; renewed in the Pro- 
penſity of your Mind, and fitted for a Life of uni- 
verſal Holineſs. Ye are juftified; wholly delivered "bil 
from Wrath, and reſtored to a State of complete Ul! 
Acceptance with the KING of Heaven. All {il 
thefe Gifts and Prerogatives, are conferred upon 11 
the unworthy Sinner, in the Name of our LORD bi 
FE SUS CHRIST, in Conſideration of his aton- Ui 
ing Death and meritorious Righteouſneſs. By the _ |}! 
SPIRIT ef our GOD; through the Efficacy of . 
his Operation, revealing CHRIST, and working 
Faith in the Heart, 
Read Rom. x. 4. Some Gentlemen have talked - 8 
of a new. remedial Law. Whereas, the Apoſtle f 


ſpeaks of the old, the unalterable, the Moſaic + 


Law.—What is the End of this ſacred inviolable 
Rule? Is fallen Man, or the GOD-Man? If 


the former, then the Law muſt be an abortive . 


dience, and is fatisfied to the very uttermoſt. There- 


wherefore ? For Righteouſneſs; not that the Law 
{hould 


$7 x Cor. vi. 11. + See Rom. x. 5 
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' ſhould be getalide, but that a juſtifying Righteouſneſs 
might be wrought out. How is this to be done? 
Not merely by ſuffering its Penalty, but alſo by / 


| fulfilling its Commands. According to that Say- 


ing, Whoſo doeh them ſhall live, ſhall be entitled 


to eternal Life, by them, — Is this Obedience to be 
performed by Us, or by our SURETY? By 


our SURETY, no doubt. Since the Apoſtle is 


arguing in profeſſed Oppoſition to all Deeds of our 
own; and tells Us, that the juſtifying Righteouſ- 
neſs is to be had, not by our Obeying, but by our 
Believing ; it is 10 every One that beheveth. 

Follow the Courſe of a River; it will.conſtantly 
lead You to the Ocean. Trace the Veins of the 
Body ; they invariably unite in the Heart. Mark 
likewiſe the Fendency of the Law ; ; it no leſs con- 
ſtantly and invariably conducts You to CHR IST, 
as the Center of its Views, and the Conſummation 
of its Demands.—The moral Law aims, at diſco- 
vering our Guilt,. and demonſtrating our inexpreſ- 
fible Need of a SAVIOUR. The ceremonial 
points Him out, as ſuffering in our Stead ; making 


Reconciliation for Iniquity; and purging away every 


Defilement with his Blood, —They both direct the 
wretched Tranſgreſſor, to renounce Himſelf, and 
fly to the REDEEMER. Who alone has paid 


that perfect Obedience, and brought in that ever- 
Jaſting Rightcouſneſs, which the Sinner wants, 


and the Law exacts. Who is, therefore, the only 


proper Accompliſhment of the one, and the only ſuit- 


able Supply for the other. 


What is the grand Deſign. of the whole Scrip- 


ef St. Paul, aſſerting their divine Origin, and 
* the W eee which they are 
i intended 


. ww..1 
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intended to ſerve, writes thus: All Scripture is given 
by Inſpiration of GOD; and is profitable fer Doc- 
trine, to declare and eſtabliſh religious Truth—for 
Reproof, to convince of Sin, and to refute Error 


Vor Correction *, or Renovation of the Heart, and 


Reformation of the Life—for Inſtruction in Righte- 


ouſneſs, in that Righteouſneſs, which could never 


have been learned from any other Book, and in 
which alone ſinful Men may appear with Comfort 


before their GOD +. | 
1 We 
ies. IIpos earœwf . | 
+ ©© Was there ever ſuch a Comment before?“ ſays 
Vadius. © The plain Meaning is, For training up in 
«© Holineſs of Heart and Life.” Fadius forgets, that 
this Meaning was included in the Word ve eig. 


Which fignifies Reffitutio in integrum. A Reſtoration to 


Integrity of Heart, of Life, of CharaQer.—Beſides ; if 


this was the Meaning, I aſk; Where is the diftinguiſh- 
ing Characteriſtic of the Goſpel? We have not ſo much 


as a Hint at its grand Peculiarity, Te Righteouſneſs of 


GOD, Rom. i. 17. Would the Apoſtle, in deſcribing 


very explicitly the Purport and Defign of the Scripture, 


omit that which is the very Life and Soul of the Whole? 
Was there ever ſuch a Comment before?“ - Ves; 
the Pſalmiſt, long ago, gave Us ſuch a Comment. 
Speaking on the ſame Subject, and addreſſing Himſelf 
to the victorious RRE DE EME R He ſays; Ride on, 
becauſe of the Word (N27 vy) of Truth, of Meekneſs, and 
Righteouſneſs. Here He opens and particulariſes the Na- 


ture, End, and Effects of the divine Word. It is the 


Source of all that Truth, which cometh from above, and 
maketh wiſe unto Salvation. It is the Seed of all that 
reverential Regard to G OD, and benevolent Concern 
for Man, which may be expreſſed by one principal 
Branch of each, Meekne/s. It is a Diſcovery of that 
Righteouſneſs, by which alone the Ungodly are juſtified ; 
on which alone Men may depend for Salvation; and 
which could never have been the Object of their Faith, or 
even of their Knowledge, if it had not been * 
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Me have ſeen the principal Scope of the Law, and 
the leading Deen of the Scriptures : let Us add one 

Enquiry more. What is the chief Office of the S PI- 
RI 12 —lIf all theſe coineide, and uniformly termi- 
nate in the imputed Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; 
We have a Confirmation of its Reality and Excel- 
lente, great as Man can deſire; I had almoſt ſaid; 
great as GOD can impart. — What ſays our 
LORD upon this Point? Vn He, the 8 PI- 
RIT 'of Truth is come, He ſball convince * the World 


St. Paul himſelf, either gives Us the ſame Comment, 
or elſe directs Us to make it, when He ſtyles the Chriſ- 
tian Doctrine, ! Aſo; NM õ’,eçyg, Heb. v. 13. Which is ſo 
called, ſays a maſterly Critic, Puta nos inſtruit de werd 
Fuftitia, que coram DE O valet, & qua coram PE O con- 
fiftimss. Becauſe it inſtructs Us in that Righteouſneſs, 
which avails for our Juſtification 'before G OD; and by 
Virtue of which, We ſtand unblameable in his Sight. — 
According to this Interpretation, the Apoſtle confiders 
the Revelation, the Diſplay, the Grant of the juſtifying 
Righteouſneſs, as the very Quinteſſence of Scripture ; 


that which creates its chief Diſtinction; and even con- 


ſtitutes its Denomination. Who then can aſſent to Va- 
dius, when He would have the very Quintęſſence of Scrip- 
ture, excluded from the Analyſis of its Contents. 


For my Part, I ſhould ſee but little Excellency in thoſe 


ſacred Volumes, if the Blood and Righteouſneſs of 
_ CHRIST, did not make the moſt conſpicuous Figure 

in their ſeveral Pages. I ſhould fetch a Sigh, and fay; 
Alas! here is nothing, that may recommend me to 
« GOD. Nothing that can give me Acceptance in his 
« Sight. Here is the Pole indeed, but the brazen Ser- 
„ pent is gone.” For which Reaſon, I cannot perſuade 
myſelf, to part with or reſign in my Comment, what 


would be an unſpeakable Loſs to me, if exterminated in 


Fact. | | 
fle /ball convince, ſeems to be the moſt eligible Tranſ- 
lation of HE. To reprove of Righteouſneſs, ſounds harſh? 
To convince of Righteouſneſs, is proper. Beſides = _— 
6 | | | or 


— 


of 
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of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and of Fudgment. Of Sin, 


becauſe they believe not in me : of Righteouſneſs, becauſe 


J go to my FATHER, and ye ſee me no more: of 
Judgment, becauſe the Prince of this World is judged *. 


Is it poſlible for Words to be more weighty and 
comprehenſive? Here is a Summary of Chriſtian Faith, 


and of Chriſtian Holineſs. Not that ſuperficial Ho- 


lineſs, which is patched up of devotional Forms, 
and goes no farther than external Performances: 
but that which is vital, and ſprings from the Heart; 


conſiſts in Power, not in mere Profeſſion; whoſe 
| Praiſe, if not of Men, who are ſmitten with pom- 
pous Outſides, is ſure to be of GOD, who diſ- 


tinguiſhes the Things which are excellent. 


He ſhall convince the World of Sin; of original and 


actual Sin. The Sin of their Nature, as well as the 
Sin of their Life; the Sin of their beſt Deeds, no 


lefs than of their criminal Commiſſions, and blame- 


able Omiffions. Above all, of their ſinning againſt 


the ſovereign, the only Remedy, by Unbelief ; be- 


cauſe they believe not on me.—He ſhall convince «f 


Righteouſneſs; of the exalted REDEEMER's 
Righteouſneſs, which the foregoing Conviction 
muſt render peculiarly welcome. Convince them, 
that it was wrought out in Behalf of diſobedient and 
defective Mortals ; that it is abſolutely perfect, and 
ſufficient to juſtify even the moſt Ungodly. Of all 
which an inconteſtable Praof is given, by his Re- 
ſurrection from the Dead, his triumphant Aſcenſion 
into 
Word implies the /are Succeſs, which attends the Opera- 
tion of the Divine SPIRI T.—Man may reprove, and no 
Conviction enſue. "Whereas, that Almighty AGENT 
not only reproves, but reproves with Poaver; 10 as to 
determine the judgment, and ſway the Affections. 
5 * John xvi. 8, 9, 10, 11. 
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into Heaven, and Seſſion at the Right-hand of his 


FAT HE R; becauſe, I go to my FATHER, and 
ye ſee me no more *. — He ſhall convince of Judg- 
ment, Thoſe, who are humbled under a Senſe of 
Guilt, and juſtified through an imputed Righte- 
ouſneſs, ſhall be taught by happy Experience, that 
the Prince of this World 7s condemned and dethroned 
in their Hearts: That their Souls, by Virtue of 


this victorious Faith, are reſcued from the Tyranny: 


of Satan; are delivered from the Bondage of their 


Corruptions; and reſtored to the Liberty—the glo- 


rious Liberty of the Children of G OD. 

You wonder, perhaps, that I have not ſtrengthened 
my Cauſe, by any Quotation from the Epiſtle to the 
Galatians. What I deſign, my dear Theron, is not 
to accumulate, but to ſelect Arguments, How- 
ever, that I may not diſappoint an Expectation fo 
reaſonable, I proceed to lay before You a very ner- 


vous Paſſage, from that maſterly Piece of ſacred 


Controverſy.— Only, let me juſt obſerve, that the 
| Epiſtle was written to Perſons, who had embraced 
Chriſtianity, and profeſſed an Affiance in CHRIST. 
But would fain have joined Circumciſion, would fain 
have ſuperadded their own religious Duties, to the 
Merits of their SAVIOUR; in order to conſti- 
tute, at leaſt, ſome Part of their juſtifying Righte- 


ouſneſs. Againſt which Error, the vigilant and 


indefatigable 


* If the Work had been imperfect in any Degree, our 
REDEEMER, inſtead of taking up his ſtated and 
final Reſidence in the Regions of Glory, muſt have de- 
ſcended again into this inferior World, to complete what 
was deficient. Therefore, his Sitting at the Right-hand 
of GOD, is a moſt comfortable Evidence, that He has 

thoroughly performed his Commiſſion ; has fully _ 
fied for Sin; and brought in the all-meritorious Rig 
teouſneſs. | | 
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indefatigable Aſſertor of the Truth as it is in FE- 
SUS, remonſtrates -e who are Fews by Nature, 


and not Sinners of the Gentiles, knowing that a Man 


is not juſtified by the Works of the Law, but by the 
Faith of FESUS CHRIST, even We have be- 


leved in E SUS CHRIST; that We might be 


juſtified by the Faith of CHRIST, and not by the 
Works of the Lato; for, by the Works of the Law ſhall 
no Fleſh be juſtified *. | 

Me, who are Jews by Nature; are the Deſcen- 
dents of Abraham, and G O D's peculiar People; 
have the Tables of his Law, and the Ordinances 


of his Worſhip : We who, in Point of Privileges, 


are greatly ſuperior to the Gentile Nations, and have 
all poſſible Advantages for eſtabliſhing (if ſuch a 


Thing were practicable)” a Righteouſneſs of our 


own; What have Ve done? —WMe have believed in 


 FESUS CHRIST: We have renounced Our- 


ſelves; diſclaimed whatever is our own; and de- 


pended wholly on the Blood and Obedience of the 
glorious IMMANUEL,—For what End? That 
by this Faith in CHRIST, which receives his 
Righteouſneſs ; pleads his Righteouſneſs ; and pre- 
ſents nothing but his infinitely noble Righteouſneſs 


before the Throne, We might be juſtified —W hat 
Motive has induced Us to this Practice? A firm 


TR E e Per- 
* Gal. ii. 15, 16. Obſervable, very obſervable is the 


Zeal of our Apoſtle, in this determined Stand, againſt 


the moft ſpecious, and therefore the moſt dangerous En- 


croachments of Error. To expreſs his ardent Concern 


for the Truth and Purity of the Goſpel The Works of the 


aw are mentioned no leſs than three Times, and as 


often excluded from the Affair of Juſtification—T he Faith 
of CHRIST likewiſe is thrice inculcated, and as often 


aſſerted to be the only Method of begoming righteous be- 
fore GOD, * ; 
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Perſuaſion, that by the Works of the Law, by ſincere teo 
Obedience, or perſonal Holineſs, zo Man living (wl 
has o_ and no Man living can be, e before Rig 
| | | ner, 

Are You tired, Theron? Have I fatigued your Ma; 


Attention, inſtead of convincing your Judgment?— 

I will not harbour ſuch a Suſpicion. It is plealing 
to converſe with Thoſe, who have traveled into - 
reign Countries, and ſeen the Wonders of Creation. deft; 
We hearken to their Narratives with Delight. Every 


new Adventure whets our Curioſity, rather than palls We 
our Appetite. Muſt it not then afford a more ſub- righ 
lime Satisfaction, to be entertained with the Diſ- ther 
courſes of a Perſon, who had, not indeed failed round Mane 
the World, but made a Journey to the third Hea- Exod 
dens? Who had been admitted into the Paradiſe of The 
GOD, and heard Things of infinite Importance, Con! 
and unutterable Dignity ?—This was the Privilege Ce 
of that incomparable Man, whoſe Obſervations and from 
Diſcoveries, I have been preſenting to my Friend. deno 
And I promiſe myſelf, He will not complain of ——T] 
Wearineſs, if I enrich my Epiſtle with one or two ably « 
more of thoſe glorious Truths. curs, 
6 OD hath made HIM to be Sin for Us who knew tion, 
no Sin; that We might, not be put into a Capacity latter 
of acquiring a Righteouſneſs of our own, but be mad: very x 
the Righteouſneſs of GOD in Him *, In this Text, tle's ! 
the double Imputation of our Sin to CH RIST, and 

of CHRIS T's Righteouſneſs to Us, is moſt em- 1. 
phatically taught, and moſt charmingly contraſted. 

| N giretur 

— Moſt emphatically taught. For, We are ſaid, not fe ce, 
rets x 


We to be made righteous, but to be made Righ- 
| | teouſneß BY *nites 
= rence 


2 Cor, v. 21. Hand 


teouſneſs itſelf; and not Righteouſneſs only, but 
(which is the utmoſt that Language can reach) the 
Righteouſneſs of G O D.—Moſt charmingly con- 
traſted. For, One cannot but aſk, In what Man- 
ner, CHRIST was made Sin? In the very ſame 
Manner, We are made Righteouſneſs. CHRIST 


knew no a&ual Sin. Yet, upon his mediatorial 


Interpoſition on our Behalf, He was treated by Di- 


vine Juſtice, as a ſinful Perſon. We likewiſe are 
deſtitute of all legal Righteouſneſs. Yet, upon our 
receiving CARIST, and believing in his Name, 
We are regarded by the Divine MAJESTY, as 
righteous Creatures. This therefore cannot, in ei- 
ther Caſe, be intrinſically; but muſt be, in both In- 
ſtances, zmputatively.—Gracious, divinely gracious 
Exchange *] pregnant with ineſtimable Benefits. 
The inceſſant Triumph of the /rozg, the ſovereign 
Conſolation of the wea# Believer ! 5 
Ceaſe your Exulation, cries One, and come down 


from your Altitudes. The Term uſed in this Verſe 


denotes, not ſo properly Sin, as an Offering fer Sin. 
— This is a mere Suppoſal, which I may as reaſon- 
ably deny, as Another affirm. Since the Word oc- 


| \ i 3 
curs, much more frequently in the former Significa- 


tion, than in the latter ; and fince, by giving it the 
latter Signification in the Paſſage before Us, We 
very much impair, if not totally deſtroy, the Apoſ- 
tle's beautiful Antitheſis. 13 8 

E e 2 How- 


ta. ſeilicet mirabili Permutatione Mala noftra in ſe re- 
| Cepit, ut Bona ſua nobis largiretur ; recepit Miſeriam, ut lar- 


giretur Miſericordiam ; recepit Maledictionem, ut Benedictionis 
ſuæ compotes nos faceret; recepit Mortem, ut Vitam confer- 
ret; recepit Peccatum, ut Juſtitiam impertiretur. Thus 
writes the judicious Tarretin. To which, in Concur- 
rence with the accurate Iitfus, I ſubſcribe both with 
Hand and Heart. | f 
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However; not to contend, but to allow the Re- 
mark. I borrow my Reply from a brave old Cham- 
pionò for the Truths of the Goſpel : © This Text, 
©£ ſays He, invincibly proveth, That We are not 
* juſtified in GOD's Sight by Righteouſneſs. in- 
& herent in Us, but by the Righteouſneſs of 


D CHRIST imputed to Us through Faith.“ 


After which He adds, what I make my Anſwer to 
the ObjeCtion ; «That CHRIST was made Sin 
« for Us, becauſe He was a Sacrifice for Sin, We 
„ confeſs : but therefore was He a Sacrifice for Sin, 
6 becauſe our Sin was imputed to Him, and pu- 
« niſhed in Him.” — The poor Delinquents under 
the Moſaic Diſpenſation, who brought their Sin- 
offering to the Altar of the LORD, were directed 
to lay their Hand on the Head of the devoted Beaft. 
Signifying, by this Uſage, a Transferring of Sin 
from the Offerer to the Sacrifice. Conformably to 
the Import of this Ceremony, CHRIST aſſumed 
our Demerit. Like a true piacular Victim, He 
ſuffered the Puniſhment, which We had deſerved; 
'and which, without ſuch a Commutation, We 
muſt have undergone, So that our LOR D's be- 
ing made a Sin-offering for Us, does by no means 
invalidate, but very much confirm our Doctrine. 
77 „ It 
 * See Dr. Fulf's Annotation on the Place, in that va- 
luable Piece of antient Controverſy and Criticiſm, 7? 


Fxaminalicn of the Rhemiſh Teftament. Which, though not 


Altogether ſo elegant and refined in the Language, nor 
ſo delicate and genteel in the Manner, as might be wiſh- 
ied ; 15 neverthelefs full of found Divinity, weighty Argu- 
ments, and important Obſervations.—Would the young 
Student be taught to diſcover the very Sineaus of Popery, 
and be enabled to give an effectual Blow to that Com- 


plication of Errors, I ſcarce know a Treatiſe better Cal- 


culated for the Purpoſe, 


Let 
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It neceſſarily implies the Tranſlation of our Ini- 
quity to his Perſon; and on the Principles of Ana- 
logy, muſt infer che Imputation of his Righteouſneſs 
to our Souls. 


One Paſſage more permit me to tranſeribe into my 


Paper; and, at the ſame Time, to wiſh, that it may : 


be written on both our Hearts. Written, not with 
Ink and Pen no, nor with the Point of a Diamond ; 
but with the Finger of the living GOD. Yea, 
doubtleſs, and I count all Things but Loſs, for the Ex- 
cellency of the Knowledge of CHRIST JESUS my 
LORD; fer whom I have ſuſſered the Lais of all 
Things, and do count them but Dung, that I may win 


CHRIST, and be found i in Him; not having mine 

own Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, but that which 
ts through the Faith of CHRIST, the Righteou;1 14 

which is of GOD through Faith *. 
This is a Paſſage of ſpecial Eminence, as well 
as of ſingular Importance. For vrhich Rea- 
ſon, You will allow me to be ſomewhat circum- 


ſtantial, in examining its Meaning, Force, and 


| Evidence, —The Apoſtle is Here relating his own 


Experience, and exhibiting Himſelf as a Pattern for 


Chriftians. He ſhews, what was the preſent Frame, 
and what the prevailing Exerciſe of his Spirit, with 


regard to the momentous Affair of Juſtification be- 
fore GOD. 

Juſtification! Says a certain Author; no, * by 
& referring the Text to Juſtification only, You 
*+* miſerably pervert the whole Scope of the Words. 
*© It manifeſtly en to Sunctiſication + chiefly, if 
* not to that any 


Then 

» Phil. 111. 8, 9 
® As to the Doctrine of Sanctification, the Apoſtle, 
ES: like 


* 
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Then We are directed to find our Rejoicing ; and 


to fix our Confidence for eternal Life (of theſe Things 


the Apoſtle is manifeſtly ſpeaking) in Sanctification 
chiefly, if not in that only; not in what CHRIST 
has done and ſuffered, but in that which We Our- 
ſelves do and poſſeſs. The Papiſts will thank Us 
for ſuch a Conceſſion. It makes Room for their 
| Notion of Merit. But can never exalt Grace, or 
exclude Boaſting. 

According to his Interpretation, We ſhould all 


be defirous to appear, at the great and terrible Day, 
in the Garments of Sanctification chiefly, if not in 


thoſe only. But are theſe without Spot and Ble- 


miſh? Will theſe preſent Us faultleſs before the 
Throne of GO D's Glory? Hide me, ye Rocks! 
Cover me, ye Mountains! Much rather than ex- 
poſe me, in ſuch an Array, before the Eye of in- 
finite Purity. 

Nay; if this be the Mind of the Apoſtle, then 
We muſt count all other Things, even the Blood 
and Righteouſneſs of our incarnate GOD, to be 
undeſirable as Loſs, and deſpicable as Dung. 
Dreadful Conſequence | Not to be mentioned with- 


out ſhuddering! Yet into ſuch Conſequences We 


are inevitably led, by this too peremptory and un- 
adviſed Expoſition of the Text. 

But We have not ſo learned CHRIST. We 

think, the Apoſtle hong a vehement Deſire, and 


en, 


like a ions and faithful Diſpenſer of the Myſteries 


of CHRIST, neither neglects it, nor confounds it with 
the other grand Subject of Religion. He treats of it in 


the next Verſes, (10, 11, 12, e. ) and conſiders it as 4 


Bleſſing, following after and flowing from, this capital, 


leading, all-enlivening rivilege.— Jufrificatien through 
the Righteouſneis of JEH OVH. 8 


S a <-> — anyesyN 
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manifeſts a moſt attentive Care, that He may re- 


main eſtabliſhed on the true juſtifying Righteouſ- 
neſs. A Point, He well knew, of inexpreſſible 
Moment. In which Mankind are unaccountably 


prone to miſtake. Nay, Paul himſelf had ſtumbled 
at this Stumbling-ſtone; imagining that Righte- 


ouſneſs to be unto Life, which was producive of 


nothing but Condemnation and Death. He there- 
fore ſpeaks with Earneſtneſs; He acts with Circum- 
ſpection; as a Perſon who had been once caught 
in the Snare, but is reſolved not to be entangled 
again. | | 
Perhaps, You will ſay; I do not wonder to hear 
Him repudiate his old, phariſaical, ſpuriqus Righ- 


teouſneſs. But does He give the Bill of Divorce 
to his new, his Chriſtian, his real Rightcouſneſs ? 


That which proceeded from Grace ſhed abroad in 
his Heart; and produced thoſe heavenly Tempers 
and holy Works, which were both pleaſing to 
GOD, and honourable to Religion ? 

I anſwer; He had no other Righteouſneſs to re- 
nounce for the Sake of CHRIST; fince, as You 
juſtly obſerve, his former Phariſaical Strictneſs was 
ſpurious, not real Godlineſs. This He had long 
ago learned to call by another Name; looking upon 
it, as ſo much ſpecious Sinfulneſs, or as a ſplendid 


Abomination. By his own Righteouſneſs, therefore, 


He muſt mean, whatever He poſſeſſed or performed, 
in Conformity to the Law as a Rule of Life, and 


through the Influence of Grace as a Principle of 


Life. Againſt all this, whether it conſiſted of 


good Deeds or devout Qualities, He enters his Pro- 
teſtation. Enters it, in thoſe ſtrong Words, nat 


having mine own Righteouſneſs. Not having it 


E<e4 | even 


— 
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even once in my Thoughts; not caſting ſo much 
as a ſingle Glance towards it; but being Juſt as if 
I had never yielded any Obedience at all. 

And great Reaſon there was, for abue all this 
Jealouſy. Since nothing is more natural to Us, in 
all Eſtates, than Self- confidence. While We are 
deſtitute of Grace, We are almoſt ſure to truſt in 
outward Duties, and what is called a moral Righ- 
teouſneſs. When We are renewed by Grace, alas 
how prone are We to doat upon the Beauties of our 
Sanctification; and not look with the Oculo irre- 
torto, ſingly and _ to CHR IST, as our juſ- 
tifying Righteouſneſs ! 

In determined Oppoſition to ſuch very pernicious 
Errors, the Apoſtle ſpeaks to this Effect The 
Privilege of being a Hebrew by Birth; the Pre- 


< rogative of being a Pharijee by 8 to- 


os gether with a Behaviour exemplary, and a Re- 


<< putation unblameable-in'the Sight of Men; all 
F< theſe, which were once my Plea for Heaven, and 
< therefore reckoned my higheſt Gaiggz* as ſoon as 
I became acquainted with the. glorious Perfections 
« of CHRIST, I counted * Loſs for Him. — And 


„ now, though I have been a Diſciple many Years; 


<< have walked in all holy Converſation and God- 


< lineſs; have endured, for my Divine M A 8- 
os TER's Name, 'Tribulations above meaſure ; 
6 have Jaboured more abundantly a:d more ſuc- 
A ceſsfull y than all the Apoſtles; yet, even theſe 


cc 


& and all other Attainments, of what Kind or of 


„ what Date ſocver, I count + but Loſs, for the 


ce tranſcen- 

* Hnua, I counted; this is ſpoken of the Time paſt. 
Hſenai, relates to the preſent Time, and comprehends 
preſent Attainments, I do count, —Not ſome, or the greateſt 
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« tranſcendent Excellency of CHRIST JESUS 


« my LORD.—Ya doubtlyſs *; it is my delibe- 


« rate and ſtedfaſt Reſolution ; what I have moſt 


«< ſeriouſly adopted, and do publicly avow ; that, 


“ ſpecious as all human Righteouſneſs may ſeem, 


« and valuable as it may be in other Reſpects; I 
&« both do, and ever ſhall, treat it with Diſdain ; 
“ yea, trample it under my Feet, that I may win 
CHRIST +, and triumph in the exalted 7 E- 
SUS. Human Righteouſneſs fades into No- 
ce thing; it dwindles into /e/s than nothing; if ſet 


cc 


ce 


in 


Part, but all Things. What? Is a Courſe of Sobriety, 
and the Exerciſe of Morality, to be reckoned as Dung ? 
All Things, ſays the Apoſtle—What? Is our moſt ele- 
vated Devotion, and enlarged Obedience, to be degraded 
at this monſtrous Rate? All Things, ſays the Apoſtle.— 
This is his invariable Reply. Upon all Things what- 
ever, beſides CHRIST. and his ineffable Righteouſneſs, 
He holds the Door, when the great Cauſe of Juſtification 
is under Debate. And We may venture to affirm, That 
He had the Mi of CHRIST. 


Perhaps aMa joſe may be tranſlated, but truly. 


As if He had ſaid, ©* But why ſhould I mention any more 
e Particulars? In Truth, I count all TR Oc.“ 


T At X- To uTezx5,91— 1a Xewov nee no. plainly 


imply this comparative or relative Senſe. Virtues, which 


are the Fruits of the SPIRIT, and Labours, which are 
a Bleſſing to Mankind, no ſober Perſon will reckon ab- 


ſelutely or in all Reſpects deſpicable ; but only in a limit- 


ed and qualified Acceptation. Deſpicable, not in them- 


ſelves, but as compared with the divinely perfect Righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIST, or as referred to the infinitely 


important Article of Juſtification. | 
That 4ſpa/io ſpeaks the Senſe of our Church, will ap- 


pear from this ſhort but very pertinent Extract: The 


'* Apoſtle St. Paul ſaith, He doth glory, in what? In 

the Contempt of his own Righteouſneſs ; and that He 

+ looketh for the Righteouſneſs of G OD by Faith.” 
z Hornily of Salvation, Part IL. 
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ce in Competition with his matchleſs Obedience. 
« And ſhould it ſuperſede my Application to his 


cc Merits, or weaken my Reliance on his Media- 


c tion, it would then be, not contemptible only, 
cc but injurious—to be avoided, with Sollicitude, 
<« as the greateſt Loſs; to be _ with Ab- 
c horrence, as the vileit Dung *. 


You will aſk, If He rejects all his own Righte- 


oufneſs, on what are his Hopes fixed? On a Foun- 


dation, extenſive as the Obedience of the RE- 


DEE MER's Life and Death, unſbaten as the 
Dignity of his eternal Power and GOD HEAD. 


They are fixed on the Righteonjneſs which 15 of GOD; 


the Righteouſneſs which GOD the FAT HER, 
in unſearchable Wiſdom, provided; and which 
GOD the SON, in unutterable Goodneſs, 
wrought.—Do You enquis, How He came to be 
inveſted with this Righteouſneſs? The Anſwer is 
ready and ſatisfactory. It was by the Application 
of the Divine SPIRIT, and the Inftrumentality 
of Faith —Leſt Any ſhould imagine, That this 
Faith might be ſubſtituted, inſtead of his own Obe- 
dience to the Law; He puts an apparent Difference 

between 


5 8 Croane. How emphatical are the Words! 
How bold are the Images! And may We not obſerve a 
fine Advance in the Senſe ? Lo, which is detrimental to 
our Intereſts, and not ſuſtained without Regret. Dung, 
which is loathſome to our Senſes, and caſt away with 
Abhorrence. 


Has the 4po/?le pronounced all this concerning human 


Righteouſnels, when it would preſume to be a Rival or 


a Partner with CHRIST? Then None can juſtly cen- 
ſure what Aſpaſto has ſaid upon the ſame Subject. Since 
his Sentiments, compared with the inſpired Writer's, 
are but as the faint Breath of an Engliſh Orchard, com- 


pared with the potent F * of an Orangery in 
Seville, 
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between the Righteouſneſs which juſtifies, and the 


Faith by which it is received : not the Righteouſ- 


neſs which canſiſts in, but is THROUGH the Faith of * 
CHRIST.—To ſhew the great Importance of 


this Diſtinction; how earneſtly He inſiſted upon 


it, as a Preacher ; how much it tended to his Con- 


ſolation, as a Chriſtian; He repeats the Sentiment, 


| He reinculcates the Doctrine, The Righteouſneſs 


which is of GOD By Faith. 
Will Y now, Theron, or ſhall J, poor unprofit- 


able Creatures, preſume to rely on any Performances 


or any Accompliſhments of our own ? When that 
diſtinguiſhed Saint—a perfect Prodigy of Gifts, of 


Graces, and of Zeal—indefatigable in Labours, un- 


conquerable by Afflictions, and of whoſe Uſefulneſs 
there is neither Meaſure nor End—When He denies 


Himſelf in every View; depreciates all ; diſavows 
all *; and makes mention of nothing, but the in- 


comparable Righteouſneſs of his obedient, dying, in- 


terceding SAVIOUR. 


What ſhall I ſay more? Shall I attempt to play 


the Rhetorician, and borrow the infinuating Arts 


of Perſuaſion ? This, after all the cogent Teſtimonies 
produced, and all the great Authorities urged, would 
be a needleſs Parade. When our Pen is a Sun- 
beam, there is but little Occaſion to dip it in Oil. 
Inſtead of ſuch an Attempt, give me leave to make 
a frank and honeſt Confeſſion. I would conceal no- 


thing from my Friend. He ſhould have a Saſh to 


my Breaſt ; throw it up at his Pleaſure ; and ſee all 
5 | that 
Thus argues St: Chry/o/fom, commenting on the Paſ- 
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that paſſes within. — Though I never had any Temp- 


tation to that pernicious Set of Errors, which paſles 
under the Character of Socinianiſin; yet I had many 


Searchings of Heart, and much ſolicitous Enquiry, 


How, far We are indebted to CHRIST afive 


Righteouſneſs. T horoughly perſuaded, that Other 


Foundation can n» Man lay, ſave that which is laid, 
den JESUS CHRIST *; and that there is ng 


ether Name given under Heaven, whereby Men can be 


ſaved +; yet, whether We were not to confine our 
believing Regards to a dyzng SAVIOUR, was 
Matter of conſiderable Doubt. — At firſt, J was 


inc!iacd to acquieſce in the Affirmative. After long 


Conſideration and many Prayers, my Faith fixed 


upon the Whole of CHRIST's mediatorial Under- 
taking. Which began in his ſpontaneous Submiſſion 
to the Law; was carried on through all his merito- 
rious Life; and ifſued in his atoning Death. — This 
is now the Baſis of my Confidence, and the Bul- 
wark of my Happineſs. Hither I fly; here I reſt; 
as the Dove, after her weariſome and fruitleſs Rov- 
ings, returned to Neah, and reſted in the Ark. 
This Scheme firſt recommended itſelf to my Af, 
feftions ; as making the moſt ample Proviſion, for the 


Security and Repoſe of a guilty Conſcience. Which, 


when alarmed by the Accuſations of Sin, is very ap- 
prehenſive of its Condition; and will not be com- 
forted, till every Scruple is ſatisfied, and all the Ob- 
ſtrucꝭ ions to its Peace are removed. Thus I reaſoned 
with myſelf — “ Though there is, vndoubtedly, 
« ſomething to be ſaid for the other Side of the Quc\- 
“ tion; yet, this is eee the ſafeſt Method. 
„ And, in an Affair of infinite Conſequence, who 
| cc Would 


or. 1. 37. Acts bo. 12. 
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« would not prefer the ſafeſt and ſureſt Expedient? 
« Should the Righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST 
«© be indiſpenſabiy requiſite, as a Wedding-garment - 
c what will they do, when the great immortal 
«© KING appears, who have refuſed to accept it? 
« Whereas, ſhould it not prove ſo abſolutely neceſ- 
« ſary, yet ſuch a Dependence can never obſtruct 
© our Salvation. It can never be charged upon Us, 
« as an Artfcle of Contumacy or Perverſeneſs, that 
« We thought too meanly of our own, too magntft- 
c cently of our LOR D's Obedience. So that let 
ce the Die turn either Way, We are expoſed to no 
% Hazard. —T his Scheme takes in all, that the 
c other Syſtems comprehend, and abundantly more. 


* In this I find no Defect, no Flaw, no Shadow of 


„ Inſufficiency. It is ſomewhat like the perfe# Cube; 
ce which, where-ever it may be thrown, or however 
it may fall, is ſure to ſettle upon its Baſe, —Sup- 
e poling, therefore, the important Beam ſhould 
hang in Equilibrio, with reſpect to Argument; 
* theſe Circumſtances, caſt into the Scale, may 
very juſtly be allowed to turn the Balance.” 

Upon a more attentive Examination of the Sub- 
ject, I perceived That this is the Doctrine of our 
national Church ; has received the Atteſtation of our 
ableſt Divines; and has been, in all Ages, the Con- 


ſolation of the moſt eminent Saints: That it is the 


genuine Senſe of Scripture; and not ſome inferior 
or ſubordinate Point, incidentally touched upon by 
the inſpired Writers, but the Sum and Sub/tance * 

This Doctrine runs through St. Paul's Writings, like 
a golden Warp, While Privileges, Bleſſings, and evan- 


gelical Duties, are like a Ne; a Woof (if 1 may allude 
to the Ornaments of the Sanctuary) of Blue, of Purple. 
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of their heavenly Meſſage; that which conſtitutes 


the Vitals of their Syſtem, and is the very Soul of 


their Religion. On which Account the whole 
Goſpel is denominated from it, and ſtyled The Mini- 
ftration of Righteouſneſs :—I was farther convinced, 


That this Way of Salvation magnifies, beyond 


Compare, the divine Law; is no leſs honourable 
to all the divine Attributes; and exhibits the ever 
Bleſſed MEDIATOR in the moſt illuftrious 
and the moſt delightful View. 

All theſe Conſiderations, under the Influence of 
the eternal SPIRIT, have determined my Judg- 
ment, and eſtabliſhed my Faith. So that I truſt, 
neither the Subtilties of Wit, nor the Sneers of 


Ridicule, nor any other Artifice, ſhall ever be able 


to ſeparate me from the Grace and Righteouſneſs 
which are in FESUS CHRIST.—By his Death, 


J am diſcharged from Guilt—by his Obedience, I 


am conſtituted righteous—by his complete Satis- 
faction, I am completely juſtified, and ſhall be 
eternally ſaved. —In each of theſe Reſpects, HE 
my AL. - = 

Let me, by Way of Concluſion, review that 
awful Subject, which introduced the Letter, Let 
me ſuppoſe the JUDGE, who is at the Door, 
actually come: the great and terrible Day, which 
of Scarlet, and indeed of every pleaſant Colour. The 
Righteouſneſs of GOD, Rom. i. 17. 2 Cor. v. 21.—The 
 Riphteouſneſs from GOD, Phil. iii. 10.—Rzghteouſne/s by 
Faith, Rom. iii. 22.—Righteouſneſs of Faith, Rom. iv. 11. 
x. 6.»—Righteouſneſs without the Law, Rom. iii. 21.— 
Righteouſneſs without Works, Rom. iv. 6.—Righteouſneſs in 
the Blood of CHRIST, Rom. v. g.—Righteouſne/s by the 


Obedience of CHRIST, Rom. v. 19. —Righteouſne/s not 


our own, Phil. iii. g,— Righteouſneſs imputed by GOD, 
Rom. iv. 6, 10, 22. | 
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is haſting forward *, really commenced,—Hark | 
The Trumpet ſounds the univerſal Summons. The 
Living are ſtruck with a death-like Aſtoniſkment z 
the Dead ſtart from their ſilent Abodes.— See] The 
whole Earth takes Fire; the Sun is turned into 
Darkneſs; and the Stars fall from the Firmament. 
— Behold! The ANcIENT of Days is revealed 
from Heaven. His Garment is white as Snow, and 
the Hair of his Head like the pure Wool. His Throne 
is like the fiery Flame, and his Wheels are as burning 
Fire. Thouſand thouſands miniſter unto Him, and ten 
thouſand Times ten thouſand ſtand before Him. The 
Judgment is ſet, and the Books are opened +. 
Obſerve thoſe exemplary Chri/tians, whoſe Senti- 
ments I have been collecting. They renounce them- 
ſelves, and rely on their Glorious SURETY. 
Methinks, I hear them ſay, Each as they quit their 
Beds of Duſt; I wil go forth from the Grave in thy 
Strength, O Blefled FESUS; and, at the deciſive | 
| | CR Tribunal, 
*The facred Writers, I obſerve, often remind their 
Readers of this grand Event; often diſplay this delightful, 
dreadful Scene. Their Manner of Speaking ſhews, that 
they themſelves lived under the babitual and joyful Ex- 
pectation of it: as Perſons, who were looling for, and 
baſting to, the Coming of the Day of G O D.—They repre- 
ſent it, not only as /ure, but near; yea, very near, and 
upon the Point to take place. The LORD is at Hand. 
he FUDGE is at the Door. Vet a little while, and 
HE that ſhall come, will come and will not tarry.— The laſt 
Paſſage is the moſt ſpirited and emphatical of them all 
but has loſt much of its Emphaſis, by the Engliſb Verſion. 
It is in the Original lun por oo ooo9, A beautiful Pleo- 
zaſm ; by which the Septuagint, though too often inaecu- 
rate in tranſlating the prophetic Text, have very happily 
expreſſed 1/aiah's ya bye Which may, I think, be 
rendered in our Language, het a very, very little while. 
Heb. x. 37. Ifai. xxvi. 20. | 
+ Dan, vii. 9, 10. 
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Tribunal, will make mention of thy Righteouſneſs only. - 
At the ſame Time; will You, - Theron, or ſhall I 
before the innumerable Multitude of anxious 


Sinners, and adoring Seraphs—ftand forth and de- 


clare ?—< Let thoſe puſillanimous Creatures fly for 


< Refuge to their SAVIOU R's Righteouſneſs. 
« We will conſide in Works, in Accompliſhments 
« of our own. We are the Men, who have per- 
« ſonally kept the divine Law, ,and want no ſup- 


«© pofititionus Obedience from Another, Let the 


* Eye that glances through Immenſity, and pene- 
trates the Receſſes of the Heart; let that holy 
« and omniſcient Eye, examine our Temper, and 
«ſift our Conduct, We are bold to riſk our Souls, 
and all their immortal Intereſts, on the Iflue of 
$ ſuch a Scrutiny.” 

Perhaps, Your Mind is impreſſed with this ſolemn 
Scene, and your Thoughts recoil at ſuch daring Pre- 
ſumption. If ſo, it will be proper for me to with- 


draw, and leave You to your own Meditations. At 


ſuch Moments, to obtrude on Your Company, would 
wages me the troubleſome and officious, rather than 


* 


Your beef. me affeHionate, 


ed I. 1 A8PAIED: 


